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The Perimetral Yorte and the Yonomami Indiano, 28 July 1978

It has come to our knowledge that the construction of the MNorihern Peri-
meter highway {a road that accompanies Brazilts northern frontier) will
rebegin ngeﬂlﬁte]y This road cuts into the territory wmresently occupied

by ths Yo

Indiang, at the Catrimeni and the Temini rivers,

o Y

The stretch of road under consideration starts in the town of Caracaral and

continues through the state of Amazonas to the town of Sao CGabriel da Ca-

u’)

\had o y .
The constructor responsible t%~Camargo Correla, a very larme Yrazilian con-

-t
gtructim Jirm. At the time work was be;un the read cut divectly- into the
territory of the Yaromani, passing close by two yillages, of the Gni?theri
and Wakathawtheri (Vanorami subgroups). The Oniketheori, who lived about 10

—— e e Ty« i

kne, from the road,; moved immediately next to it. rtheri, located

rem the road, . maintianed their villa=e at Hhis distancg ag the
Catrimani migsion (C_q"olzta missionarics urged then to do so. ”ovpv04$'ﬁurf
highway coystfuation the Indians abandoned thelr rogag (ﬁarﬁons},'“rpfnvrlrm
to be near the 4ractors, their operators and the_ﬁgégg (manual laborers).

As a result, the Indian's food supply diminished ceonsiderably thet yveari and
as zlwave hapnens, the .Tirst eridemic of meqsles.as vell as 11 casecs of iﬁflu—
znza were repistered, In 1977 a sccond measels! epidenic, & consecuence of
the existing highway, wipped out 76 Indiang, half of the uoéu] vtion of three
villages near the Catriﬁani river,

In 1975, the highway had reached 2 point 245 kms, from‘Carncarai {this town

i in the Territory of Foraina, north of Hannua}. At the recuest of the

Catrimani Migsion, a WOTAT covtrol nest was installed at Milometer A7

truction was begun in 1974 but wags interrunted for sore time.



beyond that noint, unofficially, the land was considered as {the Indian's

for their normal hunting necessities,

Up until a month ago, however, there had been no official demarcation of
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Yanomami territory, desmite many requests over the vears. The sugzestion
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ong anthropologists was to make a Yanemami reserve for the

approximately 6000 Indians that compose this group on the Prazilisn side of

the boarder, The proposed reserve would have covered 22.7¢0 square kilometer

In July of 1978 a ¥razilian newspaper (0 Estado de Sio Paulo) published the

< neﬁs under the heading Indians gsin 16 new areas. This indicated that the

FUHAL had not awproved the idea of one 1argc reserve, deflended by anthropologist:
but had instead created 16 smaller areas in the Terriféiy of Rorgima and the
State of Amazonas, totalling about 13.500 sqguare kilometers, for this group of
6000 Indians. fccording to the President of the fUTAI, Ceneral smarth de Ara;
uje Oliveira, the idea of one single reserve would have meant that virtually

2all the area of the municipalities of Boan Vista in Roraima, and Szo Gabriel

da Cachoeira, in the siate of Amszonzs, would have heen invaded. The Yanonanl
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Indians are as wvet guite prinitive and certain groups are only now entering

into contact with Prawmilian scciety.

The decision to creste 16 reserves dividing the Yanomami land is the result eof
sugses tlors made by COAMA, an agency headed h yonerﬂl Fimocrite, with the 1OCal
t > *
assigtance of the gertaninta (an exnlorsr enmployed by the FUNAL) Sebastiao
Amancio, recently dismigsed by the FPUNAL's Rog Viste office,
b E
I¢ the construction of the Yorthen Perinstgr Hirhway 1ig reinitisied asg
\ , g

confirmed bv Cenerel Tinoerito of the TCAMIA, three ¥Yanormsmi villares (2hout

. ? \
150 indiang) will have to Vbe icaediately rolaocs cled. Mhis ds whatl SCSSA and
the "errvitorial Governncent of Noraima are honing for, Goae core tle Indianz

Are Youwing o hopeleas babile.
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We are meeking the support of infernational organizations to help us
intervene in.the prohblenm of lgnd'for'the Yanomamri, The Finistry of the
‘I'nteriqr, together with COAMA, should restudy the plans for the highway
in function of thé Indians! térritory. ‘Their land should be united and
'demafcated according to the needs of this large ethnic group at the

mercy of Peivilization",



