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Dear Claudla:

I take 1t by now that you have received a copy of my letter about
the Park Proposal, and that vperhaps by the time you receive thig

a letter from you ' ls in the mail to me, I hope that my letter

dié not make you think that we were not behind you in suvpport

for the proposal. To the contrary, we are still interested in
nelping in any way possible, but wanted to work out a strategy
where certain issues-- such as the mining provisions that I dis-
cussed in-my letter-- could be clarifled and could be part of our
support efforts here, - :

Lagt week, Susan Williams called Oxfam America from Recife about
your concern regarding Marlon Brando's visit to Brazil, Yesterday,
I talked with John Mohawk, an Iroquols who 1s edlitor of Akwesasgne
Notes in upstate New York., John was the first person to inform me
about Brando's trivp to Brazil. . Several weeks ago, he called and
msntioned that Brando was organizing a trin of North American
Indians to Brazilil under the invitatlon of one of thelr contacts

in Brazil, At the time, I nad mentioned to John that there was
a nrovosal being pvut together for a Yanomamo Park, but we did not
discuss what role Brando could play in this. Nor, 4id we ask Brando
to speak out on the issue when ne returns from Brazil.

Right now, I hope that his visit has not caused your group any
trouble, Ag you know, Brando 1is an important public figure here

who has clogse conta cts wlth Native American people in this

country. It ssems tha t 1f he does consult with your commission
when he is in Brazil, 'he could play a very ilmportant role in
focusing attention on the Indlan situation on his return. 1 was
interested, though, in knowing Just what happens when he does come
to Brazil, whetner you have found 1t possible to cooverate with

him, and whether you think we sheuld contact him for intermatvional
suvport asslstance on hils return to the United States, I am certaln
that if he or the other Native Americans whe accompanled him on

the trip spoke out on thelr return, much ovubliciiy for this lssue
could bhe generated here in the Unlted States, I wailt, though, for
yvaur advice on this matter. J
John Mohawk ( who I deeply respect) and I also discussed a strategy
fer support once we hear from you and your coworkers in Brazll,

John was of the ovpinilon that the vroblems we expressed about the
proposal could be seen in two ways. First, in the short term, any
international attention that focuses on the delicate sltuation of
Yanomamo might prove of help in insuring thelr physical survival

in the face of a guite powerful threat, In-ithie sense, we should
provide a1l the suoport vpossivle for the Park Proposal, desplte some
serious criticisms of existent Indianist law. At the same tlime,

- though, John felt that 1t was important to point out that the real
issue== in the long run-- was the right of the Yanomamo, and other
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Indlan tribes , to exlst as grouvs per se, In this sense, he felt
that 1t was imporitant to point out that Brazilian law does not
recognize the ownership rights of the Yanomamo to land and that
gerious issues concern the rights of the government to exploit
Indian subsoil wealth, If we accent this way of thinklng about the
b, issue, then the nroposal can be accepted and supported, but the
\\ point must also be made that-- in the long term-- the struggle must
< be for the rights of the Yanomamo and other tribes to emclusive
rights to thelr land and self~determination in thelr culture and’
Qt way of life, Obviously, all of us know this, but 1t may be easler
for us to say here in North America than for your folke under a
mush more repressive institutional arrangement in Brazil.
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. I have aa avpointment to dlscuss these matters with Oxfam America
-y \ in Boston on Tuesday morning., I have already showed Mike Scott
si; .E about this strategy of accepting and supporting the onrovosal, but
also expressing concern for the long-term and more intrinsic rights
N\NJlof the Yanomamo. I take it that out of our discussions on Tuesday
wlll come some vpreliminary strategy for organizing a support effort

here in the United States. Again, though, we will follow advice
from you and not do anything wntil we have a go zhead from Brazil.

from Oxfam a copy of the proposal, and I pvlan to talk with him
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At the same time, I will agaln write to Stephen Corry at Survival

and Helge Klelven at IWGIA. We have made plans to do a Joint
publication of the Ramos/Taylor articles and the translation of

the preposal, When I read the voroposal, I wrote to Corry and Klelven
telling them to delay the nublication until we hesar from you about
the mineral provisions, Once, I do hear from you ( which I hope
will be soon}, I will recontact IWGIA and Survival to get the materials
tranglated and published as soon as possible, They have asked that

I write a short preface to the document, and I am excited abocut

doing this, because 1t could provide a forum for both ralsing the
short and long-term issues concefning the proposal and protecting of
the rights of the Yanomamo, o
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Obviously, the problems of communication have made thils effort
extremely difficult, I wish we could have talked about all of
this a2t Jength, but I am certain_that in.the long-run everything -
will work out and be in the best Iinterests. of the Yanomauo,

Please write back soon,

Yours, as ever:

Shelton %vis

Director, ARC,Inc.

. PS: I should mention that there 1is also support for the proposal--
when we agaln hear from you about making it publig-- among
,— the Washington Office on Latin America,. the Friends Committee
/ on Natlional Leglslation, and the Indlan Law Respurces Center
in Washington., They are mar main contacts for organizing a
press conference in Washington, when and if you again
communicete us about a Doqsible date.




