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' Summary of the Yanomami Park Proposal

The Yanomami

The Yanomami Indiana traditionally occupied a large tropical forest area in

'thq\frontigr region betweon Brazil and Vanozuela. In Brazil they inhabit

the areas of the Federal Territory of Roraima and the State of Amazonaé. (gee

map on page 2) The Brazilian National‘lndian Foundation (FUNAT) estimated in

July 1977 that there were 203 Yanomami villages with a popolation of approximateiy_k
é,&OO people. - - : ' . !

This area has been known by scientific,miasions since 1887, but it has only been |
since the 1950s that the first Protestant and Catholic missions were established

in the region. Semi-solated until 1973 Becauue of the difficulties of access |

to their territory, tho majority,of_Yanomami still live according to their o
tradirionol cultural patterns.

Since 1974, however, the Yanomami territory has been seriously threatened by the

~advancing aconomic fronts of Brazilian national nocioty.

A

The Contact Situation

The_following is a summary of events that have occurred in thia_area_sinco

1974

1974-- Opening up of the BR-210 or Northern Perimeter Highway. Construction

teams without any scheme of medical control-mnssively penatrated_the area

bringing with them countless epideﬁiga of grippe, meaales, tuberoulosis, venereal

and skin diseases.




"include.xe:ox_of Map II and pIace_ih.midd1e~of,§aﬁq

_it 'bbb_tcm. .of'.ﬁiap, tﬁ_é- following should be printed:

. ‘source: RErnest C. Migliazze, The -Inﬁg'gra-tion ‘of the Indi.g‘ enous Peog' 1 of
‘The Territory of Roraimsy, Brazil -(copanhagen.' International Work
- Group for Ind:l.genm’u Affairs, 1978), page 10. ' . .




As a result of contact along the fira; 100Lk116m§tgrs of the Caracara-Icana
'.thretch of-the.Notthérn'Parimeter Hishwa}, 13 villages (ﬁapped 1h 1970 5y the
Iingu;qt Ernest Migliazza of the University of Indiana and in 1972 by an
ligriﬁlnﬁhotographic'survay‘offProject RADAMoBraéil) ware radﬁéed to eight groups
of faﬁilias ( accor&ing to a FUNAT survey of 1977). Tﬁe;d familieé.livé miserably
in a sﬁdgé of torrible:health along fhe adge of.tha highway. At Km. 145 of the
Northern Perimeter Highwaj,'one is able to provide-a ﬁore detail?d deacription‘of
the healtﬁ of the Yanomami in thqrcgioqof the ﬁighway. ‘According to the records
of_a-mihs;on that proﬁides medical assistance to the In&ians. ﬁlaaiona:iel‘gave
aid.fo‘aick people on 4,596 occasibna during the.3§ monfho previcus. to thé_arfival
§f-the firat highwéy wo:kera. In-the(38 months folloﬁing the arrival of the
highway workors, the number 6f occhsioﬁs when‘modicaliaid was given rose to

18,488, - | | | |

Between 1974 and 1977, thé number of virulent diseases and their complicatiops

1ncrqased»ﬁy approximately eight-fold.

1975-- bee than 500 mineral prospectors invaded the Yanomami territqu in the

~ reglon of the Serra das Surﬁcutus, Rorakma, an area of m&jor concentrati&n'ﬁf ‘
ind;ans (76 villages representing 3,800'Yaﬁomam1); bufing this parioed, more thaﬁ
150 tons of cassiterite-- a mineral used in the production of tim~- wé:e illegally |
extracted from this area. | o "

;Tﬁis contact, along with bringing grave prejudicé to.the‘hqalth of the Indians and
gpoiling théir_patrimony, provoked aoriousfcbnflicts between Indians and pﬁospectors

and caused the death of numerous Indians.
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;1976- 1977~= Despite a period of relative truce in the invasion of the Yanomami
"territory. the diseases introduced by eutsiders continued to spread in the areas

"occupiad by the Indian population. Federal authorities called.for evacuation of -

all prospectora and tempotarily stopped work on the Northern Parimeter Highwaya‘
1978~~ Cbmpeehiavaabi invasion took place in the Yanomami tarritory.

a,) Companhia Vaie do Rio Doce, the state-owned mineral company, signed

& contract with PUNAI for the industrial exploration of the cassiterite reserves

;preriouely exploited by individual prospectors in_the derra das Si:-uuea Surucucﬁe.

v Roraime'putlicly angétnced.that in a short timn'ﬁOO-miperal-company employees |
were erpeqted to enter the area without any plans aimed at proriding indiepeneable
Vacdinatiohelto the 3, 800 Yanarami of the region.- - o

b ) The federal hovernment alao made plans to resume the conetruction work

on the Northern Perimeter Highway and to begin peasant colonization along thoee

. etrltches of the highway aiready constructed. Topographic teams contracted by the

National Inetitute for Coloniration and Agrarian Reform (INCRA) began aurveying

pqrte of the Yanomami territory demarcating lots for colonization situated in areas -

gknown to be irhabited by Indians.

c.) The President ef FUNAI, through a geries of 4 adminietrative decreee.

' announced that the Yanomami territory would be officially delimited but in the

form of 21 uinuscule and scattered areas. Theee areas would be true "ielenda"
that woulﬁ dismember the traditional territory of the Yanomami, liberating more

than two-thirds of it for colonization and estabiiehing corridors of settlers_

 between the Indian,groupe. . The dismemberment of the YanomEmi‘territory would

inaritably'cauee the ecological destruction of the envinonﬁent whichiis indispeheable




_ ;bi:ha indians' survival., It would also threaten the cohesion of Indian
commﬁnition by impeding aociol and economic excﬁangeh betwoon villosea. ‘

From the point of viow of hoalth the ecological exhaustion of the area, the
intogration of the Indians into the onvironment of the settler population, and .
o‘the 1mposnib111ty of mobillty would compromise the survival of the Indians by
bringing to them msinutittdan, infectious diseasos, and a parasitological
iufestation of their villages.

The aolution proposod by FUNAT in delimiting the araa of the Yanomami Nation
into 21 minuscule "1slands" totally contradicts the government agancy' 8 own
Indian Statute ( see Article 23, Arttolo\Z, Item VI, and Article 54”1n rofetence

to acological adaptation, tribal cohesion, and health).

Some Argumoota in Favor of the Creation of a Ysnomami Park
‘GOﬁSIDERiNG that the contact situation is extremely harmful;
 CONSIDERING that the delimitation made by FUNAL in the years 1977 and 1978
-1a obviously 1nadoquato' _ i
'CONSIDERING that the means solicitad by numerous reaoarchors and entitiea 1n
the' form of 11 different proposals between the ysars 1963 and 1978 were
largely igneted, o 5 ] |
-.the only valid solution to ensure the physicol'hud cultural survival of the
"Yaoomami is tﬁo delimitation of their territory in the form of a continuous area
‘'of a size proportional to their population and in the juridic figure of an
' Indian Park. |
In faot. the srea occupied by the Yanomami,‘althougﬁ containing on Indian popuiation |
of notable sizo,lprosonts aexceptional ocologicallchafacteristios that'ouallfy it for

the creation of a distinctuaroa of environmental protection.




"The Yanomami need an area of approximately 6 4 million hectaren in ordar tol
‘maintain their economic, social ‘and cultural integrity. The evaluation of
‘the natural capacity of the lande of thie area carried out by Project RADAMﬂBrazil
demonstrates that: L T .. o _" o

- 2 1 miilion hectares of this area was classified for permanont protection
under the Foraetry Code, and ) | | .

- 2 6 million hectares of this area was recommended to the public power by
' Project RADAM»BraziI for the creation of environmental-protection areas because
of ocolosical conditions of epecial interest to preservation { Project for the
oreation of 2 National Parks and 7 Ecolosical Stations).
‘It 1s unreasonable to reduce the area occupied by the Yanomami by 75 percent for
purposes of roalizins agricultural or renohing projects._ Furthermore, the
proportion of territory occupied by the Yanomami compares favoraniy to.the amount -
of territory occupied by the.regional population and it_is in reeeonabie equilibrium: .:

== In Roraima, thl Yanunami rapréasaent 13.6%.of the population and ocoupy:
18, 57 of the iederal territory; |

«= In Amazonas, the Yanomami represent 0.1% of the population of the State
of Amazonae and oocupy 1.3% of tho area.
We hope that this propooal will demonstrate the viaoility and necessity for the
, creation of an Indian Park for a largo indigenous nation such as the Yanomami who

require urgent zad special protection.

Note:. This documont is a summary of a Proposal for the croation of a Yanomami

Park baing prepared by a committee of concerned Brazilians for transfer to

| Brazilinn.officials in April,19?9.




-

- tfanalated by s Anthtopolosy Roaourco CGnter

We cunuider the 1nformation here strietly confidantial for the time being.

-A1l support will be wtlcoma ag soon as the firat notice of the official

-

trnnsfct of this Proposal is made in the Brazilian press.
. . AN ’
'Sao'Paulp:-
22 February 1979

I

P.O. Box 90
Canbyidge, MA 02138 .
6 April 1979
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' - given in the 'counter-proposal’ :

Note: This sketch-map has been drawn to show the location of
FUNAI's 21 areas 'of Indian occupation' as compared to the
boundaries of the Yanomami Park as described in the 'counter-
proposal '. Much detail {(including all river systems) has been
omitted For clarity. More detailed maps are available with
the full text of the ‘counter-proposal’.




