2k

o

-

s

Yanomamc regional variatvion

by Jereny Narby

.. Since 1964 Napoleon Chagnon has been conducting extensive ethnographic .

rééearch among.a Venezuélaﬁ sectioﬂ'of the Yaﬁomamol‘tribe. HisIWOrk-has_

.become w1dely known in the circles of academlc anthropology and the

Yanomamo, in the words of Morton Fried, are vlrtually in a class by
themselves in the didactic literature of ethnography.”?2

Chagnon's work has been criticized by anthropologists on more than

one count, My intention in this paper, however, is not to criticize his

work; rather I intend primarily to show that "The Yanomamo™ who'emerge

from his books, articles and films are not as monolithic és.they might

,si;ﬁ, and that their way of life varies considerably from one group to
\

atiother across space and time.

In the pages that follow I do not intend to review Chagnon's work;
rather, I will use his oork in conjunction with the less—-known works of
Judith Shapiro and of William J. Smolelin an attehpt to Show.regioﬁal

variation across the vast territory inhabited by the Yanomamo. I will

focus mainly on the co-variation of three factors: production, marriage

and trade. I'will connect these three factors by using-a theoretical '

framework provided by Emmanuel Terray. This framework emphasizes the.

"ways.in which different modeS‘of production can co—exist within a given

1ocale and in whlch one mode of product:on can be "dominant” over another.

fI w1ll show how thls dominance varies from one place to another w1th1n

Yanomamo territory. The fact that these places are connected in time and
space through migration and trade does not mean that the variation, that

T will establish, merely consists in the differences that one would expect
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- to find inldiffereht'places; rather, it means that this variation obtains
within a coherent, albeit loosely documented system. This variation will
~lead us to rethink some of- the causal connections used by Chagnon in his.

explanations of Yanomamo- violence.

I start this'éssay byrsituating the Yanomamo geogfaphically and by'

describing the-éontours of ecological and 1ihguiétic.vériation within -

Yanomamo country. I go on to consider the question of how to understand

regioﬁal variation in tﬁe ﬁefritory inhabited by the Yanomamo. After
examining problemé in the received view of this regioﬁél»variatioﬁ, Il
propose an élternatiﬁé model for understanding it. This model centers on
the interlinked variations in trade, marriage, and prngction. My model
combines theoretical insights ébout production, provided by Terray.(i972),
and about geﬁder and.marriage systemns, provided by Collier and Rosaldo

(1981).

-ThelYanomamo live in the dense forest region of Southern Venezuela

" and in the adjacent area of Northern Brazil. Their territory is more or

legs contained hetween four degrees north and the equatof on the one hand
and‘sixty two degrees east and sixty six degrees west on the other|

Within this territory of approximately 100,000 square miles, two major

" habitat subtypes are distinguishable: riverine lowlands and tropical -

highlands (see map 1). The natural.vegetative cover of the.Yanomamo

- habitat is tropical rainforest.

The Yanomamo population is unevenly distributed. Their wvast territory

. contains extensive areas that are virtually empty. These uninhabited

areas are usually found in the highest regions of the highlands and in

the hot, extensive swamps of the lowlands. Until recently Yanomamo have
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.shunned'thelareas im@ediétély_adjgcentléo thé broad rivers of'tﬁé lowlaﬁds,r

3Wi£hin tﬁe_oﬁeféll-Yanémémé érea one can distinguiéh four digfigdt,
: though éloéél§ reiéféd,-lénguagés; They ‘are spoken by four tefrifofiallyi
ééhgfent-subfgrdués (éee:ﬁép 2). Althdugh'preCise'popuiation figﬁfés.for
_ fhe_Yanomamo db.noﬁ éxisf,fit ié'gstimaﬁea,tﬁat:thgre'are_at least'eigﬁt
lthousand'Yanomamo sﬁeakéféfin Vgnezuela.and probébly a slightly smaiLer
numbér gn Brazil, for a_ﬁotaljof'about fifteen thousénd people; |

Map 2 also indicates the various'logatiqns in which the_efhnographe:é

‘considered in this paper coﬁducted ﬁheir.fiéldwork. Napoleon Chagnon
himself conducted his research in the lowland area at the cénflueﬁéé df‘
the Mavaca'énd Orinoco rivers.. His work focuses on £wo différent‘groups
pf Yanomamo; his early ﬁork was done among the'waika—épeaking thémaﬁé |
whd live along the banks of the Orinoco. Ecological‘eyidéﬁce idicates
that such riverine'settlément is a recent phenomenon (see map 3).  His
later work was done among the Shamateri-speaking Yanomamo, who also live
in the Orinoco lowlands, but who are settled at a distance removed from
the major rivers, He considers the Shamateri to be the purest exampleé

of Yanomame culture.

William J. Smole, author of The Yanomama Ipdians:_A Cultural Geography,
did his work in the Parima highiaﬁds. Most of éhis work was done in:
1970. He explores the relationship between geographical and cultural
variatioﬁ and he focuses his cultﬁrél investigations'on;meéns of'subsisten;e.
He sees the Yanomamo as living in stable‘adaptation with their traditional
_en%ironment,-in which violence plays a small part. However, when the
Yénbmamb moved to pioneef areaé aloﬁg the lowland rivers, he suggests
that violenCE‘bgcame more prominent.

Judith Shapiro did most of her research on Sex Roles and Social Structure
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in the Brazilian highlands. VThié research was conducted during 1967 and -
'}968; it'speaks more particulérly to the ongoing debates on gender within femiﬁist
anﬁhropology,'she agrees  with Chégnon-thatrviolencé is a sighificant
.feature of Yanqmamo life and éhe focugéé on its effects on gender feiéti§nships.
| Chagnoﬁ‘éﬁd Shépifb approach gheigéograpgy of Yaﬁomamo tefritdfy
-”Wifh a simiiér‘centgr[pefipherylmo&el.' Chagnon is.thelfirSt persoﬂ-td
define the‘loﬁland areé in_which he conduéﬁed:bis researcﬁlés tﬁe @ulturél.
'andigeograﬁhic éentér of'Yahémémo country. Cﬁaénon.tells ﬁs‘é myth that
is-told.in the'"centeff 6f_the tfibél area; which‘ﬁolds that,thé'bloodlof
'the Moon fell to éarth_in‘the.Qiéihity of a'mountaiﬁ at the_headwatérs of
thé Orinoco Rivér, approximately at thé denéer of the tribe. - This biood
- changed into Yanomamo; ali of whom were males. - The peopie born‘in‘biood
were all exceedingly fierce and waged constant war with each other.
Warfare was most intenée in the area where blood fell directly on the
earth; as it thinned out and mixed with.ﬁater, it created Yanomamo at the.
periphery who were not sc fierce as those generated from pure blood.3
This myth, Chagnon tells us, explains why warfare is most in;ense at

the center of Yanomamo country: “their explanation fo;'this [regional]
vafiation_[of warfare] is mythological, but fits the facts of the
ethnographic distribution very accurately."4 He gbes on to describe the
way in which the Shamateri sub-éection of the tribe, the fiercest among

the Yanomamo, originated at the headwaters of the Orinoco —— where "the

blood spilled” -~ and has been spreading out ever since., Chagnon tells
us: "Should this pattern continue, then the tribal "center” would

eventually become more and more "Shamateri”-like and whatever biological

or cultural peculiarities they possessed intially would eveﬁtually become




tribal characteristics.”? ;Ip'seems és.thdpgh Chagnon takes the myth of the

Moon's blood literally, and assumes that the true nature Qf,the Yanpmamo_
tribe is fierce and lies at the'center of his area of research;
When I conSidér'Chégnonls ‘evidence later-in'this paper'“I_focusf'

essentlally on his Shamaterl mater1al A fact that is cruc1al to my

'argument is that the Shamateri unllke their Walka—speaklug nelghbors, do

not have direct access to western trade goods.

Shapiro_accepts Chagnon s center/periphery model’ and its Soqial:co¥_
variables; she tells us:

The picture which has emerged from ethnographic research carried -
out in the heart of Yanomama land is omne dominated by warfare and .
male aggressiveness. The situation is somewhat different “in those
areas where T did my own work particularly in the Catrimani region
‘which lies at the outer fringe of Yanomama-inhabited territory.

It has been noted above that villages in these less central areas
tend to be smaller, settlement patterns sparser and intergroup
relations more stable than among the Yanomama of southeastern
Venezuela., The incidence of warfare is lower and the male ethos
of fierceness less developed. These differences in turn affect
relationships between the sexes and patterns of 1ntra—sexua1
association.®

Smole's study of the Parima highlands, however, challenges this
model; he provides convincing evidence —— existence of human-made savannas
and old gardens in the highlands, Yanomamo ignorance of river navigation
in the lowlands —-- that the Parima highlands are the historically longest
settled area of Yanomamo country, and that the lowlands are the newly
pioneered "periphery”. 1Indeed Smole tells us:

The second, more significant observation suggests that Yanomamo

territory has a core, or heartland, different from the periphery.

If there is a difference, it would appear to be that the Yanomam

in the isclated highlands are in their traditional, preferred

- habitat, at least partially insulated from the culture_shock
- experienced by their fellows who are on the periphery.7

Maps 2 shows that Smole's area of concern lies between Chagnon's and

Shapiro's and his evidence therefore challenges the spatial continuum
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implied by their center/periphery model. ThisAmeanS‘that there are certain

discontinuities within Yanomamo-territofy which Chagnon . and Shapiro's

'model_doeslnot'aécount-for. The ‘point of this paper is to provide an

‘alternative model that is sensitive to these discontinuities. :

Trade, production and marriage

I begin the.construcfion bf my‘modéi with a.faCtor,lthe significaﬁee
of which éll thfee authofs-affirﬁ:u tfadiﬁg qontécﬁé wiﬁh WEsterners}ﬁj
Dﬁfing thé last twenty_fiveryearé, ﬁesterherg; mainiy missioﬁaries, haye
iqtfoduced a vafiety.of steel implemeﬁts {axes, maéhetes_ahd'knives),
alﬁminiﬁm ketﬁies; fish hooks and nylon cord t0‘the'¥énomaﬁo. TheSé ﬁewl
tbolé are gradually replaéing the traditional stone toois and pottefy.
The gfadualness of this‘précess is‘reinforced by the fact that ﬁésterﬁ
trade goods are only directly available to Yanomamo at positions in
Yanomamo territory where missions have decided to settle. These missions
tend to settle in areas of easy access (i.e., along the large lowland
rivers).

Smole tells us that, although the Yanomamo are not originally a
1owlaﬁd riverine people, "certaiﬁ Yarnomama gfoups..;since the 1950s...began
to move down into the lowlands in significant nqmbets;"gl Furthermqre? he
tells us that:” The Yanoama who move are frequently éttractéd by contact

with outsiders, because they want trade goods, medicine and safety from

their Yanoamaz enemies that such contact can proﬁide."9 {my emphasis).

I will return to the significance of these migrations from the
highlands to fhe lowlands at a later stage in this paper. The point here -
is that there are twprways for Yanomamo to obtain western trade goodé.

They can either move close fo a western settlement -- a mission or an

anthropologist's fieldsite (Chagnon tells us that he personally distributed
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_3000 machetes durlng his first period of fieldwork)-—~ and thereby obtaln
:them dlrectly or they can’ acquire them 1nd1rect1y by trading w1th other ;
' Yanomamo. Chagnon tells us, referrlng to a Walkawspeaking lowland group .
'-1n 1964 that: Kaobawa s group haslaccess'to aluminiuam pots now. and
"uses them extens1vely in food preparations;. Most'YanOmamo groupS"still-

.use crude clay pots,'although these are being rapidly replaced by aluminium ,

ware, which is traded 1nland to the more, remote v1llages “10

By u51ng the theoretlcal framework put forth by Emmanuel Terray,11 I
wrll show how these two different kinds of trade -~ direct and indirect -
1nfluence Yanomamo productlon and how, in turn,:changes in production
work together with changes in the marrlage system. Before I do this =
however, I con51der the nature of Terray 5 framework

In.his 1969 essay Terray's central purpose is toAdefine the conceptl
"mode of production," thereby presenting a scheme with which to analyze
non-capitalist s0cieties.‘ For him, a mode of production is a_three—part
systemlconsisting of anleconomic base, a juridicoupolitical superstructure
and an ideological superstructure. Tne economic.base is "in the final
analysis” the determining factor within this system and is a combination
of a systen of productive forces and a system of‘relations of production.

Productive forces and relations of‘production do not relate to two

separate categories of "things"; rather, they are two aspects of one

single "reality."” -The concept of productive forces refers to the

involvement of the various factors that interact‘in_the production process
—— labour power and the subject and means'of-labour - in definite
technical'relations‘among themselvesr The concept of relations of
production refexrs to the definite social relations in which these factors

are iavolved, relations that constitute the structure of the process of
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production. The productive forces and relations of production are "two

con301nt forms of one. and the same process, bringing the same factors

1nto play."12 They are llnked to each other in a speclflc manner w1th1n

the productiVe process; and this establishes the identity of a mode of'
productlon. ‘More specifically, because the instruments of labor used in
prlmltlve socio—economic fofmations”are rudimentary and thus available

to‘all,rtheir-controi is_irrelevantmand the various labor proceses‘~4.or

forms of cooperation -- carried out within a given socioeconomic formation

ate;the.key point. at which the two systems of productive forces and of

relations of production are, articulated (irn the case of the-Yanomaﬁo,
-where western "instruments of labor” are neither rudimentary nor available

to all, I will consider controliof‘these tools as well as?the'verioqs

iabor proceeses in my attempt to identify the varioug”modes of proddction).

Terray goes on to argue that a given socio-economic formation can
contain more than one mode of production and that a given mode of production
is made up of one or more modes of material appropriation in combination
with a political and ideological superstructure. A mode of material

appropriation is, in practical terms, the economic base of the given mode

‘of production and consists in a production unit, the dlmen510ns and

“structure (of which) are determined both by the forces of‘production and

the relations of production;"13 The. latter two, as we have seen, are
artlcuinted by the form of cooperatlon that links them (—— and ip the
Yanomamo case, by control of western instruments of labor). This meane
that "(F)rom the point of view of the_labor force, a production‘unit is
defined by tce form of cooperation on dhich it is ba_.sed."14 If a mode of
production contains more than one mode of material appropriation, it is

the combination of these modes of material appropriation that will




the causal influences qf-fhe “three phases.’

constitute the economic base.

~ Terray contends that social formations operate according to a "complex
causality,” whefeby“"concréte social relations” are_donditioned_not'éniy

by the economic base but also by politics anﬂlideo%ogy; Furfhermoré;

since social formations can contain more than one mode of production, the

“social relatipn““iﬁ qﬁéstidn ma&’bé.ébn&ifiéned by_ﬁény eccndmic”béses;
of by man& distincﬁlideolqgieS; o o |
AlthOugh-complex'caﬁsality operates .in Capitaiist as.weii ;s noﬁ}
cépitalisf soéiéties,‘Terray draws. a c:itical-diétinction béfween ﬁﬂe
two. In the’lattgr an "élement“'3£éndé_bgtwéen the soéiél fofmation andi
. . ' This "element” -- kinship
in Yanomamo society —-— can be ﬁndefstood as thé.idio@ th;ough which all -
"social relations” are expressed. Since tﬁe "elemenf" émﬁodies thelthree—
fold causality, the three phases tend to be relatively well-integrated.

This aspect of Terray's scheme contains two mandates for the case of the

Yanomamo. We are directed first, to look beyond the economic base to

find the “"element” through which "social relations” are expressed; and

second, to trace the changes of the nature of this "element” as the
economic forces, that determine Yanomamo society, change.

Terray confronts the issue of change by‘introducing the concept of
dominance of one mode oflproduction by another. This dominan;e is achieved
at all three levels: economically,.politiéally énd_ideologically. Here
we_find an imprécisidn in Terray's.schgme: he leaves the judgment of
démingnce to qualitative assessmenﬁ.. 1f the‘assesémeﬁt is:inconCIUSIVe,

the result is "cross-dominance.” This notion is a virtual resignation to
the complexity of the relationship. Despite this deficiency, Terray's

concern with dominance will be a crucial starting point for understanding
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. regional variation in Yanomamo society. -

In his self-critical piece of 1977, Terray gives us-a more precise.

‘definition of the domination of oﬁe:mbdé'of production by_anothef. He

“tells us:

The domlnatlon of one mode of productlon by another exists when
the functlonlng of the former is subjected to the requlrements
for reproduction of .the latter, In the absence of a concept of
reproductlon 4t is dmpossible’ to .conceptualize the dominance

~of one mode of productlon w1th1n a soc1al formatlon L5

By‘ reproduction- Terray means the'renewal of the relations'éf

,production and. the renewél of the'difficﬁlties,and antagonisms-inheféﬁt

Jin it. "In the case of the Yanomamo the marrlage system is central to the

constltutlon and to the reproductlon of. the relatlons of productlon over

time, because it articulates the alldcation of the labor of both young

‘men and women, it determines residence, it helps recreate the gender

division of lgbor and it enforces male ownership of the productive forces.
I start my analysis of the Yanomamo, then, with two suggestions,

that access, and means of access, to western trade goods vary across

Yanomamo territory and that theseldifferent forms of trade relations éan

bring about changes-in the realm‘of local relations of production. This

is why using Terray's framework is important in understanding regional

variation.

My hypothesis is that, by using Terray's model of two interacting

 modes of production, one can focus on the question of dominance of one

mode by aﬁother, that this dominance is a crucial iséue in understanding
Yanomamo social fofmations; and fhat it can help explain regional variation,
L argue that Yanomamé-sociél formationé can ﬁe cﬁaractefized by two modes
of productioﬁ, tﬁe “cooperétive hunting~gathering mode” and the “"individual

gardening~hunting mode;"” I argue further that the relationship of these
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two modes'diffe;é iﬁ-ﬂif%ereﬁt areas and thét this variationqhan'bestrbe
underétaod by exaﬁining éhe:ﬁarriagélsysfem aﬁd the ways in whith it |
diffefs in its éilocatibn of lébdr,'

'Mj analysis begins'with an exémiﬁatioﬁ of the natﬁrerof.prédupﬁioﬁr
-and of the rélafionship-betweén.the-modes of #roduction ip m§ threerarééS'
of concern. This exéﬁiﬁatibn‘will_inﬁiude‘a_sﬁrﬁéy'df.the ﬁaturé‘of‘&:
.lécéiiy—availéble téthndldgy; lI conclude by discussiné'the relafiqﬁghip_
.BEtween relationéZOE'ﬁrQ&;ctiqn‘éndlffade in fhese thrée arééé,‘and by-
éhowing how this relatioﬁship:co—véfies with changés‘in thé marriagé-sfstem.-

' Spatial variation in the relationship between modes of production.

1. The lowlands

Chagnon tells us that in the lowlands, tbéls are véfy siﬁple but
that a certain amount of épécializétion in tool produétion occurs; this
specialization is related to the devglopment of political alliances.16
He says that gardening is presently a task much 1e$s arduous thaﬁ in the
' _days when steel tools were not available. "Todéy, ﬁowever, steel tools
afe quite common, being provided by several missionaries who have recently
located posts at a number of locations in Yanomamo territory. The tools
that they give to theirrlocal peoPle are eventuélly ﬁraded inland to more -
remote villages so that ali the Yaﬁomamo, even those who have mnot yet
had any direct contaét.with outsiders, now have steel tools;"l7 

Food production in the lowlands is based oﬁ ﬁwo_forms‘of rglatioﬁs
of production: individual and "cooperativef“l All individual men own
gardens, in ﬁhich they single~-handedly cultivate plantains, some sweet
manioc, sweet potatoes, sugar cane, tobacco and cotton. Individual men
own their own hunting tools (women are not allowed to own hunfing tools)

and they occasionally hunt by themselves in the vicinity of their wvillage.
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Women gather'firewood and do the majority of the cooking fof the “nucléa$'; 
lfaﬁily" unit, Both men and women, during théif perambulétiohs in the
foréét; will géther wﬁatever fébastuffs they can‘fgfubs, honey, wilé

ffuit etc.). Gafaening, howéver, éeems to be, above aﬁdibeyoﬁd hﬁnﬁing
and gathering, the most important:produéFiVe,activity;:indeed,rChagﬁdn
tells us that "(P)erhéps 85% or;moré'of theldiet consists of.domesticééted
rathér than wild foné —urpiantains‘are by far ﬁhe most importantffégd

rin the diet."18 1In Terray's terms one would say that the economics of-fhe
.*individual gardening"hunting mode éf production” cﬁnsists in three
separéte modes of material appropriatioﬁ, the mdst importént of which is
gardening.

“Codperative" relations of'prddﬁction in the lowlénds centers'arouhd'
the headmen. I say "cooperativé"ibut coércive might be a more-approﬁfiate'
word. Nevertheless, one finds both "cooperative" gardening and “"cooperative”
hunting. Of the former Chagnon tells us: "The headman of the village
generally has the largest garden as he must produce larger quantities of
food; he is obiiged to give them away at feasts. He can frequently
enlist the aid of othef men to help him make a large gafden."19

"Cooperative” hunting is also a question of the hea&man-"enlisting‘
the help” of othef, usually youngef, meﬁ in‘order'to provide food‘for.
feasts. Chagﬁon felis of the organization of-a particular feast for which..{

. » -Kaobawa [the headman] and a fewlof the older men éommissioned a

hunting party comprised of young men, several of whom were Kaohawa's

brothers, whose responsibility would be to obtain a large quantity

of fresh meat to give to the visitors on the day after the feast.

Most of them were reluctant to go, as their feet were still sore

from the trip to the Shamateri village. A few of them claimed to

be sick and managed to escage recruitment into the hunting party
in this way (my emphasis)."20 ‘ '

An indication of the importance of this "cooperative” brand of
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‘ prqduétion_is-theiféct,ghaﬁ Cﬁagnpﬁ télls us thaﬁ "(G)ane éhimalé‘éré npf
,abundant and éﬁlérea is raﬁiqu hﬁnted out, 56 that a grouprﬁust ﬁeep 
conStaﬁtiy on the mbve,ézl and that, ;lthoﬁghlthe bulk.bf théir diet-‘
cqmes from gardening, “the Yanoma@o-spend almést.aé,mﬁch time huhting as
they do gardening.g;“zgr Thié;.of §6ﬁrse; csﬁid ﬁefely'ﬁéiaftributed tQI,
‘Yaﬁomamo apprécié#ionlof'meat; but.fhé importance and fréquénéy of féaSting
"~ and allianceé; ﬁhich we will come to; make it'clear that the "éooéératiﬁe
hunfing—gardening mode of produétion" ﬁlays aﬁliﬁportant if not doﬁinant“ )
role in the lowlands.

2. The highlands

Smole tells us thaf steelltoblé first Féached the highlands tﬁrough
trade with other Indian groups in the'l92¢s_and that they ﬁave becéme'
increasingly widely diffused in the last two decades.23 .Men own all the
traﬁitianél hunting and coocking gear (bows, arrows, arrowpoints, quiﬁers,
and cﬁoking pots) as well as all‘the steél toolé (machetes, axes and
knives). Women own calabashes for water, smaller gourd utensils, baskets,
cotton épiqnipg gear and straps for carrying gabies.

The new technology has had little effect on the numbéf of acres that
people_ciear for their gardensg it sgéms mé:ely to have faci;itated the
task of the men who do-the clearing.z4 'Gérdening and-huﬁting are,.as in
the lowlands, male dominateé'activities. Uplike in the lowlands, howeVér,
women are_involvedlﬁo é cerpain éxtent with.haryesting. AIn&ividuél men22
'oﬁn their own gardens — in fact, when a man dieé the gréwiﬁg_planﬁs of
his gardens are-destroyed26 —=- in which the principal crops are piantains
and sweet manioc. Smolé tells us that:the plantain is the most “prestigious”
of all plants by far and that it provides up to 70% of the total caloric

intake of the population.27 Certain plants which do not appeal to the
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Yanomamo and which are therefore considered "useless", such as tomatoes,
squash and hybrid corm, are grown to be exchanged with missionaries, who

have some interest in obtalning squash and tomatoes, "28 for steel tools.'

_Thls kind of bartering is done on an 1nd1v1dual ba51s.

In addition Smole tells us that'fone of the clearest in&icators of
acculturatlon is a prevalence of bltter manioc 1n Yanoaﬁa gerdens 29.
The 1mportance of thlS statement will become clear when we turn to Judith,
Shapiro s aree. FOI:HOW‘lt 1s"sufficient to_eqte'that bitter manioc is.
not an5importan§'cfop in theiﬁighlaﬁds;

As in fhe lowlaeds, huetiﬁg end gathefing comﬁlemeet_gerdening. The

latter remains the central productive activity, however; centrality is

defined in relation to both labor time and caloric production,

Hunting is a strictly male activity and it is usually carried out in
hunting parties from three to twelve men, "In theory the man who kills

the animal owns it, and he will carry it home. However this is not always

.practicable, since several men might have participated in the kill, or

the animal might'be'a_large tapir that is tcoo heavy for one man to carry;
In such cases, thelowner, QT OWDers, divides it upras he’choeses;"30

Brief hunting t:iﬁs are undertaken by small groﬁpe of kinsmen:
however, "(T)heee brief huntsiprevide little mere than eecasional meat
fer individual hbusehoi&s."3l Hunting partiee are only eﬁppessly

constituted for the purpose of providing meals for the reajo, a mortuary

- ceremony, Smole does not specify what the other sources of food are for

- these ceremonies, but it is clear that the latter are quite distinct from

the feasts of the lowlands, if only because they occur much less frequently
(i.e., when someone dies).

To conclude, Smole tells us: “economically, hunting is entirely
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' subordinated to ‘both hOrticultﬁre andtcollecting.‘ 1t is not unUSual for

‘days on end to pass durlng Whlch no men . from a shabono are huntlng,'and -

when 11tt1e or no meat is belng eaten. "32 In'further contrast to the

lowlands, Yanomamo villages'Will not move to new'areas once dn old one is

huntedﬁout Instead they w1ll stay put and merely send hunting partles
further afleld

Clearly the "indiv1dual gardening—huntlng mode of productlon not

only insures the magorlty of the total productlon output in the hlghland

it monopollzes mgst‘of people s labor time;‘ I include_the production'of

vegetables for barter in thisfmodef;‘The "cooperetive huntihg—gerdening -
mode of produetioe"_operates mainly‘et theﬂseconder§ 1evellef hﬁhtiﬁgr |
and, more particularly,lef ceqpefetiQE hunting'fer the-infréquent morteary'
ritual. In contrast to the iowlands, this form_of ceoperative activity ,'
does not take on the coercive aspect that "eDOperation" &id in the
lowlauds; indeed? Smole reports no cases of Yanomamo men complaining of
"sore feet” before a cooperative hqnt.

3. The "periphery”

The area in which Shapiro did her initial research, the middle

Catrimani regipn,‘flies_at the very outskirts of Yanomamo—inhébited

territqry."33 ‘This area presents an interesting twist for the "modes of

production hypdthesis“: in&eed, one of the two villages in which she

- resided, Wkata?ut'eri, was inhabited by people who had abandoned their.

former inland location at Himara?amohipit'eri in order to live next to

the mission, The latter employed the men of the Village of clearing ahd

maintaining the mission airstrip. The wages they received for their

"labor went towards the purchase (from the mission) of the usual western

trade goods. Shapiro tells us: "Members of all these local groups were to
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'be found in the-missibn village at various points in my stay there since

they were eager to obtaln axes, machetes, matches and other items w1th

:whleh_the priest pald for their labor."34 This situation of wage labor

.also obtained'at'Suruéucu, Shapiro's second fieldsite,:which is located

;n a mefe'mountaihousretea,of thevsame regioh:_ "Once'again, the most
importahtieerh revolves,ereghd;the aitsttiﬁ..,(I)n_additiohlto performihgf
thisiiahor, Yenomehe.eieoude e hhﬁberhef'old ths around the_statioﬁ_and
seil'gardeﬁ'preduee end:arti£acts te.the:miesieh."35'

' The most noticeable effect that'this chaqge in:the'produetive process

‘has had is:that one finds women (who:dd not work clearing airstrips) in
charge of an impoftaht part,ef foodlproductipn{ the growing, harvesting

and preperatibn of bitter'menioc'and of other root crops. It is intetesting‘

at this point to remember'thet Smole said that the euititation Qf bitter
manioc ﬁae ;one of the elearest.indicetets of'accultutation." Men still
plant plantains, but both ﬁen and women harvest them. Shapiro tells us
that women's control of root ctops is such that men, as a rule, do not
grow them, and that "young unmarried men, and men in the initial stages
ef marriage, often have gardens that contain only plantains, bananas,
tobaceo and bamboo, but no manioc? sweet potatoes ot taro."36

The pfoeessing'of manioe,-which is a leng and tedious process, is a
specifically female'task; Hunting,'meanwhiie, is e-specifically'male
task. In con51der1ng all these varlous productlve act1V1t1es Shapiro
tell us one thlng of relevance to my hypothe51s, namely that" (T)he
various activities mentioned so far and which go to make up the daily
round of Yanomama life are for the mest part carriee out in a highly

individualized manner. This is true of both men's work and women's work.

Men usually go out singly to hunt, work in their respective gardens, or
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. pay an iﬁfo}mél visif to_é ﬁe%ghboring.#illagé; (my éﬁﬁhases)-ﬁ3? 
T It seeﬁs,_théﬁ; fhat the ;copperativé-hﬁnging;ga;deﬁipg;ﬁéde offpréduétiqﬁf'
'_has.ail bd; disappeared; even hﬁnting; wﬁidh; in béth,lOWlands and
-highlands; ié pérformed_at leéét in part_cboﬁefativéiy, is aﬁ.individuéi
1éc;iﬁity in tﬁisl"peripheral" area. - fﬁe findividuai;géfdehinghhuntiﬁg;
ﬁode-of‘prddﬁction," Wﬁich cb;existé with fﬁe new fwagé;labqﬁlﬁdééréf-
pfbductiOn,"'iqdégd,which supports ﬁhiélﬁéﬁ.modé;of productioﬁ with ﬁhe'f
-products of subsistence, ié chafactéfiég&.by ﬁﬁé'fact-thaf woﬁen“héﬁé
takén o§ér_a 1arge sectbr‘of pfoducfign. Tﬁiéllattef obcufrénéetcép be.
underétood as a.necessaryvresponse to the fatt‘tﬁat men have vacatédlthat
sectof Qf productioﬁ_inlfavéf of wage labor;"Iﬁdeéd, Shapiro notés that’
men are willing to drdp work ﬁeceséary for'both shabono pfojeéts‘such ag’
house building and individual needs such as garden clearipg in order to
take advantage of opportunities for wage labor.38 The conditions of wage¥
‘labor themselves augment the needs of cashlincome: miésionaries require
-workers to wear western clothes for example.l Men's abiiities to maintain
flexible schedules and to respond to sporadié wage opportunities put an
increasing burden of the sﬁbsistence ségﬁéf on women's labor.

| These spatiél variations in‘production géiﬁ éignificanpe whénﬂviéwed
in thé context of varying trade relationships in different'sectors'of
'Yan;mémo cbunﬁfy. Iﬁ Shapiro'é area! western tradé goods are ob?ained
diredtlyrby ﬁen"thfough wage-labof. In the highlaﬁds; trqde goods are
bafﬁéred for gardenugfowﬁ gooas.- Obtaining trade goods does not involve
the sale &f labor in the highlands. 1In the lowlands, by contrast, and

[

more particularly zmong the Shamateri sub-section of the tribe, "the

fiercest among the Yanomamo" (and thus, according to Chagnon's understanding
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:ofxthiﬁgsj the ”pﬂrest"'ianqmamo), fhefe.is little direct.contéct ﬁith 
lsourée of ﬁeétern trade goodé; The latter éfe obtained at-feééﬁé,.dﬁrihg‘
which thej'ére éxchénged between viliages for locally—-produced goods in
.loﬁg local cyciés of reciproéity.

Theéé différenceé inltrade iﬁfluence 1dca1;ﬁro&uction in different:
Qéyg. VWe haée alréady'seéh in.éhapiro's area Ehat tﬁe fact that men
“tradé” their labor for trédelgbéds:meéﬁs that the sexual divisiéﬁ of
labor Wiphin tﬁe'éubsisﬁence-éecﬁqf-of the ecbnbmy is'fadicaliylalteréﬂ."
In_Sﬁoléfs ﬁighlénd ﬁrea; on the q;he£ hand; it_ééems thgt thé barte:ing
.Of vegetables for tools only means that male gardeners grow plants, that
they 6therwise consider.tolbe "uéeless",“for exchange. In ofher words,
the presence of barter mereiy reinforces tﬁe "individual gardeniﬁg-hﬁnting
mode of production.” Finally, the Shamateri, because they cannot obtain
western tools directly, are dependent on feasts for ﬁheir acquisition,
This economic importance of feasts supports their political importance ---
which is to cfeéte alliances —— and it helps explain the dominance of the
"cooperative.hunting—gardening mode‘of production.”

The relationship between production and trade-illum;nates the
‘ systematic nature of regional variation in Yéﬁomamo cgﬁntry. Unlike
Chagnon's model which expiéiné regional vafiatidq in terms of a "pure"
isolated center, the social forms of which are watered dowq as they
approach an acculturated periphery, my approach locates the Yanomamo in a
wider regional systém in which Yanomamo social life depends on interactibn'
with non-Yénomamo. The terms “"center” and "periphery"” have been misused
in éhagnon‘s model: they conflate a genométricai definition, according
to which any area would have a center and a periphery, with a political

and economic definition of what center and periphery might mean. My
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eeqnomic_andﬁpolitiéalhanalyeis does'hot'privilege the Shamateri as the

"purest” among all Yanomamo., In this analysis, all of Yanomamo teiritory

is a distent'periphery to nétiohalland world centers —— where the machetES

and missionaries come from. Variation in Yanomamo country is understood,

then, as a varied adaption to this larger system, which itself depeﬁde on.

regional ;e}ations EQ afteriee eﬁ-fraﬁe{ missionizatien efc:‘
Trade;:es'ehewﬁ:ie_;he lest sectien; has e difeet influenee 6n'“
pro&uction.r A fuller analysis ofrthis influenee:ehows thef ie is
articulated through the systeﬁ of‘marriage arrangements; the 1attef
organize the allocation ef labor. Terray himself suggeste this direction
of analysis, when he notes that one mode of production dominates another
when the functioﬁing of tbe.latter is subjected to the requirements for
reproduction.of the former. While he concedes this, his work has not
followed up the significance of marriage in the allocation of labdr?
Claude Meillassoux has done this kind of analysis in his work on lineage
modes of production; Collier end Rosaldo have taken Meillassoux's work

and expanded it in new directions in their work on “simple"” societies,

, like the Yanemamo.

Marriage has received considerable attention as a central institution

of Yanomamo society in the classical anthropological literature. Marriege

- among the Yanomamo never involves bridewealth; rather, it is based on

relatienships between men whieh seem to take on the form of sister

exchange., Brideservicekis a central pert'of these relationships. Marriage
arfangements ere central to'eetelement patterns across the entire Yanomeme
territory, and are, therefore, -also central to village political relations.

The terms I use in the above two paragraphs are very general. A
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closer éxamination of the three areas on which this paper has focused -

feveals significant regional variation. Even though the authors from
whom I draw my data do ﬁot concentrate on the sﬁecific relationship,ﬂ

between marrlage arrangements and lelthS it is p0531ble to extract

from thelr acc0unts various 1mp11cat10ns concerning thls relatlonshlp.

In his classical accounts of-Yanbmamo sdciety, Chagnon identifies,

lineages as exchanging women. ‘These exchanges are central to Shamateri

- politics and to the comstruction of male communities within Shamateri

ﬁillages; tﬁey.ﬁriyilegelheedeﬁ;'bf turning younger men and womeﬁ inte
their dependents, and they also privilege large desCene groubs over smell
descent groups, as the latter are forced info providing women to the
former in the name of alliances.

One finds a similarlstructere of marriage arrangements in Smole's
highlands. The implications of his account, however, suggest that the
basis of commuﬁities does not consist in groups of men exchanging women,
but in groups of siblings staying together.

In Shapiro's area, the group disposal of unmarried women no longer
exists. Individual relations between brothers~in—law emerge ae the |
central featpre of eocialiorganization. .This organization is, ih'a'sense,

The'political'importaqce of women varies in each‘df
the three areas: in Chagnon's erea, women are importaht as daughters, in_
Smole's area they are important as sisters, and in Shapiro's area they
are important as wiﬁes.

.Chagnon identifies the groups of men who exchange &omen as lineages.
Thie'means that womenrdo not belong to lineages -- according.to Chagnon —

and this is borne out by his kinship diagrams, which omit women, "for

simplicity's sake." 1T suggest that a "lineage,” or a "descent group” is




actually a politiceljgroup ackeoﬁledgingfa single leader —— rather'then}a '
homogeneous’ kinship group. Women become dependents.oﬁ'meﬁ,:particularlf‘

through'merriage.r I would'afgue that men also become dependents,_df

~ other men, through marrlage, as Junlors performlng br1deserv1ce for

headmen of other llneages.' As junlor agnates in thelr ‘own - l1neages

_ they also start from a p051t10n of dependence. Duel organization which

characterizes Yanomamo villages, reinforces the dependence of Junlors oni
village heedman becausehit adds the allegianee”of junior males in.
Brideservioe to the.ellegianceuof juniof'agnates in a single village
social system,

Marriage, therefore, organizes the dependence of both women and

: young men and the allocation of their labor in different ways. Headmen

are privileged by this marriage system as they control the labor of their

dependents, This privilege manifests itself in headmen's unilque access

to polygyay and incest. Headmen, who set up feasts, acquire power and

goods from these occasions, which are thus not just reciprocal exchanges
between groups. 1 have shown that trade supports the political asPectsl

of feasts. Now it is also clear that the importance of feasts is linked

to the control of labor through the marriage system.l

Marriage, in Smole's area, bears strong resemblances to marriage in -
3> n . ) 3 " .

Chagnon's area. However, Smole's account of marriage organization is an

interesting reversal of Chagnon's; while the latter shows that a village

is composed of 2 lineages that exchange women, Smole discusses marriage

" strategies in a way that sees siblings as trying to stay together in order

to form the basis of a community., It is likely that both Chagnon and
Smole followed their informants' interpretations of marriage strategies.

These different interpretatione ooint particularly to differing local




-

22—

emphases on endogamy and exogamy; in terms of both kinship and shabono,

all arrangéments occur., In Chagnon's area, groups of men claim women as
pawns through kinship, while in Smole's area the emphasis on exchange of =
women is downplayed; in this area, women are less regarded as "goods™ to

be exchanged, aud less violence against women occurs. 'Siblings try ﬁo stay

"togéther in:orQer to form'communitieé"that define themselves in relation

to old gardens.39_ This'is uﬁderétood an'as”an exchange éf women,‘ﬂﬁt asi
én attempt fo'draﬁ them intﬁithe coﬁmunity; _The point;‘therefofé,.ié nof
to get rid of sisters; but to hold on-fo.them.:'ln Smole;s area, there is
ﬁo éémmunal control of women; the point of brideservice, in this ayea; is’

to use the garden labor of sons-in-law (unlike in Chagnon's area, where

 the point is for headmen to use thé labor of juniors). Marriage, which

helps.sibling uﬁity, helps cbmmunities define themselves in relation to
garden areas —- which are Bigger than in the lowlands and thus need to
have more clearly defined ownership.

Finally, in Shapiro's atrea, one finds individual arrangements like in
Smole's highlands. This.system is more egalitarian than thé Shamateri
system, becausé a lot of people have a ;ot of brdthers;ih—lawF Shapiro
réborts that even méle butsidérs 1ike her Améfican feseérﬁh_éssistént afe_

called “brotherfin—lawl"

Conclusion

The Yanommo are well~known fof their "fierceneéé" and for théir
violence;l This énalysis not only changes the way one understands this
viclence, it also shows how violence varies in differént éreaé. Chagnoh
understood the Yanomamo sub=-group among whom he conducted his research to

be the fiercest and purest Yanomamo. Shapiro subcribed to this model, as
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'“shé éaw herself-to be.working amoﬁg a peripheral grbﬁé of'Yanomamo, whp
éoﬁsti£ufed a-"diluted"‘ﬁetsioﬁ éf'thé pufe and violent Yaﬁomqmo. .Instea&
of‘this model, 1 would say that‘one finds different cdﬁfigurations of
vidleﬁce'in different areas,.an§ tﬁat thése configurations ére:base& on
differenceS'iﬁ trade, relatioﬁs'of_production'ahd1ﬁafriagg_arréﬁggments.:
In én earlier'paperéo'l &iséu$SE&‘hdw:vioience éﬁd marriaéelmust'be
cbnéiﬁered'in réferencé to sPécific,’rapher than uniﬁersai,:politiés.

" That discussion owed much to the theoretical framework-pﬁt forth by Colier
and Rosaldo (1981). 1In this paper, I have revised that‘disgussion‘tq see
how production, trade, marriage arrangements and poiitics work together

in different ways in different places.
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Location of Yanomamo tribal sﬁb—sections.



