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APRESENTACAO

Este documento faz parte de uma coleg8o de Documentos de
Trabalho do Instituto BPN, que visa contribuir para a
melhor compreens8o das relagbes entre desenvolvimento,
din&mica demogré&fica e meio ambiente no Brasil.

E possivel que o leitor reconhega alguns dos autores de
trabalhos desta colegdo, mas ndo a instituigdo que os
retine. Vale apresent&-la rapidamente.

O Instituto BPN & um centro de pesquisa e documentacgdo
independente, fundado em abril de 1990 e sediado em
Brasilia. Tem como objetivo central contribuir para a
viabilizag8o de formas de desenvolvimento econémico com
maior equidade social e egquilibrio ambiental.

Para tanto, realiza e promove a pesquisa cientifica,
dissemina conhecimentos, estimula o intercé&mbio entre
pesquisadores. Também procura subsidiar a atuagdo de
movimentos sociais e a formulagdo de politicas pGblicas
nas &reas de intersegéo entre desenvolvimento, populagédo
e meio ambiente.

Na qualidade de sociedade civil sem fins lucrativos, o
Instituto 8PN recebe doagdes de fundagdes ou organizagdes
ndo-governamentais gque compartilham de suas preocupagdes.
Nesse sentido, o apoio da Fundagdo MacArthur tem sido
essencial para o inicio de suas atividades.

O Instituto BPN também executa projetos e atividades em
colabora¢cdo com organismos internacionais, bilaterais ou
nacionais, dentro do seu campo de especializagéo.

Agredecemos antecipadamente comenté&rios e criticas gque
possam enriquecer trabalhos futuros.
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l. Introduction

Concern with the greenhouse effect and the 1loss of
biodiversity has drawn increasing world attention to deforestation
in the Amazon region. Growing awareness of the ecological damage
caused by all known forms of large-scale economic expansion in the
region have stimulated the search for alternative activities
capable of helping to safeguard the tropical forest. In the course
of this quest, the attentions of environmentalists the world over
have converged on a relatively small population within a relatively
limited territory - the seringueiros or rubber-tappers of Acre.
This was intensified after 1988 when the assassination of one of
their union leaders - Chico Mendes - provoked an unprecedented
avalanche of worldwide protests. The aftermath helped the rubber
gatherers of Amazonia obtain a measure of political, economic and
social support from a variety of national and international
sources,

Ultimately, the widespread interest in seringueiros stems from
an appreciation of their potential ecological importance; they are
viewed as a category of producers who, in contrast to other recent
occupants, are inherently concerned with the conservation of the
Amazon rainforest. Given their past economic importance, their
land-extensive production requirements and their symbiotic
relationship with the rainforest, the seringueiros, along with
indigenous populations, are deemed to be effective "natural"
preservers of the tropical forest habitat; their interaction with
the Amazonian environment is thus seen to be in stark contrast to
that of small farmers, ranchers, gold miners, timber producers and
other largely-predatory forms of recent occupation.

In this light, the expansion or survival of rubber-gathering
is being construed as a critical issue for the preservation of the
Amazonian rainforest. This paper addresses the social, economic and
demographic significance of amazonian extractivism 1 over the
medium range, with emphasis on rubber extraction in Acre. First,
since the long-term prospects for the promotion of extractivism
ultimately hinge on the generation of productive jobs, an effort is
made to estimate the overall contribution of extractive activities
to amazonian employment during recent years. Next, the prospects
for the expansion, or even the maintenance, of current levels of
rubber extraction in Acre are examined. Other possibilities for
sustainable forest management, with emphasis on the outloock for
Brazil nuts, are-then analyzed. Finally, the current and potential
contribution of extractive activities to the stabilization of

1 Throughout this paper, the terms "extractivism" and
"extractive activities" refer to the extraction of products of
vegetable origin (rubber, Brazil nuts, etc.) and do not cover any
mining activities.







