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The destruciion of the tropical forest is cne of the mjor'aﬁble-sef our
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time. Vast areas are repidly becoming wastelands which supportoniy a
fei7 tough weads, perhaps scme catile, and the farms allowed o the poor.
This beok srovide: 3 vizien of hope: in Latin America, Africa, and
Semta £ast Asia, growing nusabers of peopis are dersloping tecinigques
specificaily designed io pramete the wise 552 and preservationof

\aiming forest lands. Howsever, thess grassroots strats jesare gfiea |
irured in favoe - of grandicse schemes which inevitably fail. This patiars
zees Be Sroken cow or the tropical frrests will be lost farsver.
Pyilished in associztion with the Swmithsonian Institution. =
Preface by ¥ichael Robineom, R =i emiag
Director, ¥atiosal Zovlogicsl Park,
Smithseoniaa institution
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Resource Management by the Kavapd, Brazi!

The Kayapd Indians of the eastern Amazon Besin of Brazil EmpIoy 2
ro‘::p}t'x and SODRJSU:&‘E"‘CE svszem af man:avipc' '-cszcal iprests. This

aﬂd s x.ohaborato:s simce I,u. Moje reccmiy it has become the
ohiect of interdiscipiinary work examining all aspecs of their know-
ledge of the forests and savannes, including wildlife, plants and
sotls —knewledge which may provide models for ecotogically scund
management of diverse, lowland forest communiries.
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In the sevepms (or cempo/czrrade) aress, the Ravapd rocomnze
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poreximaiely Sfieen lormevons L";:
or TeE cover, presence of water

and mounmns. By conrest, modsy
wopics often “'El‘.f:b wpon cruder CESHnenoDs b:rw::en “iorest
“second-growth.” In =ddition, Ravepd women use g doiailed soils
clessrficanion svsiern 2t least as sophistoated o5 that of most medars
tropiczl "C“z):xoz:;_cai SVSIZImS In D*:mnuv wmch crops 10 plan
where they s Lla best be iocuted. I 2l the Kavend recogpiz:
ise over six hundred spedies of plants.
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apparently mainim ior defense. Forest isiands ere
0 Kavapd villzges; as many a5 thresguariers of

humsn-madea, and 2s manv 2 ezgn'v-t‘-\;m D.‘_:“Cn?. e:sf th

hood the current syst_em is on}_v a remnant of fo
villages throvghout the region. and of 2 ;':ne uhz_l hi
ment of the campo acuvely determimed the dismib
paiches.

The Kavapd establish mulch piles in the {orest islands. Thev then
iransfer them to small depressions in the campo, where they mix
them with soil from termite mounds and portions of Azteca ant nests
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High-diversity gardens, meh in medicinal plants, are cuolnvared
close 10 home. Qlder women maimain “hill gerdens” of robt crops,
which, in the event of Soods or other disasters, are imporiant food

sources. These gardens are planied in eighi- 10 ien-vear-oid faliows.
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Japanese Farming in
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commmunines in the remion ed 2310 xilomeisrs south of Beiem
znd the mouih of he Arynzzon, to see why japaness fzrmers have
fourished where most other ce}'\msts have faned

The Tomé Acu farrers face the same seologmeal consiraints plaga-
ing 2l fzrmers in the uplard forests af the Amezzon: high rainfali. soll
contzining few puiriznts, and 2 high copcenmraton of metals in the
earth. Their farms are locaied in much the szme places as olher
farmers’ piots. What, then, makes them nmgue? Ressarchers
that it is their aititude towards the land, 2nd hence their cnitivalion
pracuices that distinguish these farmers from the others.
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