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Dear Ricardo, o o ,_ ) CM&YDM

I am responding in English to your letters because I am
extremgly busy just now and want to answer immediately your
questions as you requested. I hope this is no problem,

" First, I do not have any recent imformation on any village
other than Gorotire. Thus I cannot be of help with KKK, KKM, etc.

Second, I did not receive the "ficha-padrao" youn

-mention. Perhaps you already have thig for @Gorotire?

- Thirdly, the overall history of the Kayapo is best
known by Gustaaf. He is s0 c¢lose tc you and can really
help with much more detail than I can.

Now, for somethings I 406 'know: .

—-castanha gathering began with the arrival:of Ca¥alcantit,
He loved (loves) these kinds of things-~i.e. creéating indians
into"Brazilians.”™ 8o from the founding of Gorotire, FUNAI:
has "managed" the castanha trade. But note! _Our recent
research shows that the. great castanha do Para groves in

the region were planted by the ancestors of the Kayapo—- -
and seem to follow, therefore, the paths of old trails linking
~0ld village and campsites. ™ The present site of Gorotire
{Novo Horizonte) is, in fact, an ancient village site that
was periodically in use as a major campsite for generations.
Thus when Cavalcanti "moved" the Gorotife to Novo Horizonte,
he was only following indian suggestions that the Kayapo

had once lived there and were healthy living there. Today
there are 2 major village sites (well, not that-major .in
comparison to Pyka—to—tl, but 200-300 people lived therse) .

in the immédiate Goroiire sdrea-=both ofwhich were inhabited
in structural memory (5~6 generations)--and both are now
covered with rich vegetation of a large variety of xm=fx
useful (medicinal ande¢ ediblé) species. The current permanent
village site was likewise an old campsite along the major
trail between the eastern Kayapo villages of the Araguaya

& Tocantins and the %estern villages of ‘Pyka-to-ti and
¥ingu/Tapajos trekking & camping sites, Gorotire is, in .

- fact, located at the_ crossing of the major trail (pry-ratx)
over the Rio Fresco. The pattern was of having a major
ceremonial center (e.g. Pyka~to—ti), where various lineages
would meed to have festas and name giving ceremonies---they
would then disperse to trek in various directions, utilizing
the "periodic village campsites" along their trails. These
trails (see article enclogdd) were veritable longitudinal
gardens of planted and transplanted species, of which castanha.
was a maggr product. Thus castanha planting and gathering is —
an ancient Kayapo activity.

———Breakup of Pyka-t0-ti (and other previous large vikkages)
was mainly due to eppdemics of europemmn diseases. These
caused structural rifts and Spllts glong lineage &/or age grade
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lines. DBreakup of lineages meant breakup of naming ratterns
and thus disruption of the ceremonial cycles. Sertain
village groups were left with only a few members——insufficient
to carry out traditional ceremonies. Only in villages
like Gorotire, and now Kikr%tum, were ihere enough representatives
of all groupst to begin to reconstruct the ancient cerémonial
patterns——and even the dual men's house. Thus when I .mention
the "mosaico de tradigies Kayapd" in Uorotire, I refer to the
extraordinary variety of oral traditions that come with indians
- from all Kayapo groups now. living together in Gorotire. This
leads to discussions over which variety or form of a myth, song,
or dance is the "correci"one. Thé conclusion is usually:
-none of the present forms, but an idealized.form that was used
at Pyka-t0o-ti and /or Hak~bin-dja (the aficient Araguaye village).
Currently- the Gorotire Kayapo are determining what they believe
to be the “frue, ancient form"--~which will be, of course, an
amalgamation of all existing variations. '

——in reference to the "Cisbes..." article, the diseases listed
are those that are fatal. TB was/is rarely considered = killer
for the Gorotire. Certainly. during 1962-78 there were deaths
that occurred of TB sufferers--but the records do not show the
deaths as being caused by TB. Probably TB weakened the patients
suffigiently to contract other diseases that were fatal.

—wwnregarding the chieftancy. TIToto'l was made delegado during
the police epoch., His classificatory father (as well a.s the
father of his wife) had been.a chief--30 he at least had some
traditional legitimacy to that position of mebenadjwyra (unlike
Coronel Pombo!). He probably would never have become chief,
hovever, had he not been made delegado--and treated as such
in the same manner as real chiefs by FUNAI, etc. The schism
with Pombo left the wacuum that elevated Toto'i to his present
position. His popularity, however, is wavering——andit is mostly
the support of FUNAI srd the Cumaru gold people who keep him
in his new-found capitalist role, Recently 3% new sub-chiefs
have been named: .2 under Toto'i amd 3 under Kanhok. The latter
is getting ready %to relinquish power—-but there is ?o“he§r
apparent (his eldest soniis barely interested, but is still
young~-his main problem is his inability :to speak fluent
Portuguese). 1t appears that the snb-chiefs‘will;not become
principal chiefs--i.e. will not permanently substitute the
2 (xanhok and Toto'i), but only "stand in their place" when

thley. are away, 5

' SOZS‘or nepgaws (.all "kra" in Kayapo). -Important: R§cently
the Projeto Cumarit military people have- talked of creating
a "Prefeito® in Gorotire. They tried to name José Ute to

- £111 this role., He has gained much power due to .the merchandise
his has. been allowed to distribute from Cumaru-—but seems o
loose his power because of his lust for Poyer_?nd hot tempe?.
Hg is, however, another case of how Bragzilian interference in

$ribal politics is leading to instability of the Yillage.

Permanent replacements will be, as is traditiom, - =
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=-—=The present village of Gorotire is called Novo Ho%izonbé—- -

but really the actual village site of Kovo Horizonte, a small
village of Brazilian ranchers and growers (occupied from

" the turn ofthe century until the 1940's), is. about 4 km

down river from the village:of Gorotire.: When Cavalecantti
arrived there with the Kayapé, there were between 85-89"
indians (when Banner found the first Gorotire group there

had been 258~-all the rest had died from disease and fights)-.
It is very difficult to evaluate the census data from this

period because the indians came and went, some families
leaving from the settlement due to fear of whkikmhx witchdrafi
and disease~-fleeing to apete (forest islands created for
strategic, survival purposes-<see Keepers of the Campo and’
forest management articles enclosesd) until the fear had past
¢sometimes months or years of isolatlon). “Banner retreated
to Novo Olinda (site of present-day Ki~kre-tum--more or
less), where he founded a school for 15 boys. Of these
(including Kanhonk), only 12 stayed with him--some ‘eventually
going with him to Altamira (the mission "base™).’  They

lived periodically for 4 years with Banner there--some longer
and some lesser period of time. ) N :
———=When the Kuben-kra-kein were "pacified", Banner went

from Altamira to KKK to establish the mission station. He
always returned from a few months at a time to Gorotire

(now at Novo Horizonte), but never got along wery well

with Cavalcanti (little wonder!) and left to avoid

tension and =mkkagxzimg antagonism of Cavalacanti. The

return of the Kayapo boys from Banner's "school", however,
left a permanent mark on Gorotire. The village in its
entirity call Horace their "Father" (Bam) and Horace's

wife ("Mother" (Na). The Gorotire mission was subsequenily
taken over by Earl and Ivy Trapp, both of whom are fluent in
Kayapo and have worked as long with the 1ndlansas did Banner

or auyone else,

I hope this answers the majority of your questions.
I suggest you contact Carl Berger, MICER, in Beleéem
(691~222-2708), who can perhaps provide a complebec log
of which méssionaries were in which villages during the
long period of time of MICEB's work with the Kayapo. 1
fear I do not have this information.

Enclosed are some reprints to add %o your collectione.
1 also. suggest you include in the "Kayapo conhecimento da
natureza" the list-of argicles associated with the team of:
our Projeto Kayap6. These are listed on the reverse side.
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