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Dnderstanding woee F wend L it That Trdigenous

penp e Face in contenporary Brazilian history reguires that

e Firat  lkeep in mind  w  Fundamental  datas the  Tow
demographic rate of Tndiang in Yhe countey., who sree sboad
ARG, 008  individuals among wn national population of 148
million people (6,29 of the tobtal popolationl. The Indian
popuiation s yet divided in wsome 286 o ifFerent wmbthnio
groups ., most  of whicoh wery small, spreaded Sheogghoot  the
cowntey, even thouwgh a large concentration of them is in the
FYMREON el on. Thew tradibtionalliy ocouny 528 arens, whioch
are aboub 19X of the Braxilisn territory (RICARDG, 41994).

E

Tndian  peoples concenteat ion wt The Amaeron radgion

resulted From the colonitzation proo in Brasil, whiach has

historicalily happensd From the @ast oozst bto the west,
alowly pushing them bTowsrds bShe foterior, to SThe anbtouvoched
regions oloser to the Brasitian boeders., Mowadanygs,  Indian

Tands  wore  ofbten  seen B large roservat ions of natueral

resounroes.,.  Lilkaly bo have minseral o riches to e sxploited.

This Fact by itseld has been enouvgh Lo malke those Tandg @
Parged For sconomic interests all over fthe oountry. On Lop
o bE, oasm o mo mueoh atbtention has Deen paid to the dasarzon
Tately, both on bthe nationzal angd intsrnational lsvysel, the
region heocame an sbtrategic priority Ffor development programns

5




3

mf the Brazilian sovernmenk, which hardly sver Saks  into
atcount Indian peoples o Dheir lands. In oan counbey wheres
fhe wadority of the population Faces sxbreme poverbty, Lodian
peoples e going Bhroogh seeious conflicts o awvoid thaib
goonomic development violates their rights,

From the wery beginning of the Brazilian colonization
prrocess. the Stabte undertook the eole of setting the teres
For inbkeraction with native peoples, g well as of defining
She  eales  of  suoh interaction. ‘; ince  the Portuguess
colonizabion began until Sthe sstablishment of Sthe Federal

State, ths definition of thosse eule has bhesen changing,

Focusing each fHime on distinch inters y Which resulted,
somet imes, in the physical @xbtermination of sntire peoples
(genocide) ., @and obther bimes, im o pEoliciss @imed ot Ytheie
integration into bthe national sconomy as cheap labouar Foroe
an @l heir aesimitalt ion b the ron-ndian wmot ety
(ethoogider. Lint il ALY o LERRE S . Lhe official
Indigenist policy in the country was deiven by the ides that
Frdiansg wers Ffated to loose their own identities, becoming
regular members of the Brazilian society.

Todiansg, wh  ware millions  of  people in  bhe idth

century . had bto FPace state domination to the exbtent that

moat  Indigesnous peoples o Brasil, during fthe P&€s, wers
wnder LThe UThreat of dissppesring. Fo was in  fthose wears

that the soonomic Ffrontier penetrated the Ffar north and west

regiong of  the Brazilian territory for the $irst  ©ime.
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During that decade, fiscal incentive policies established by
fhe military  soveraments  and  the esconomy’s opening for
Foreign investments highla socoursaged the woonomic Front to
exploit the arew up bo Lhe Beazxilian borderes, breinging the
conflictes resulbing From She cdisorganized ocoupation of the
territory to Indigenous lands.

The wears bthat Followed that decades were marked bhoy ©he

sedding Indian righits

Fact that the decision-making powsr e
sucoambed o the Dotelage of fhe militaries, reaching ts
most oritical point by the end of the 96q, under the so-

called “Calha Morbts Pepjoet™. Thg “Calhs MNMorte Peojech”,

created by fthe Mational Security Council <a goveraomentnl

boduy controlled by the militaryry, was to bake onree of @nd

ot ian bhordsers, Tt hod in ibtaseld eliebpents

develop the Asas
which i1justrated the @snormous importance that the Indian
iseue had aoauired beseaoss of Sthe nationnl seourity odefenss
doctyrine, which wos behind every official policy i Shose

o

Ry . Tasuss suth @ns the existence of mineral resourcss Iin
Tridian Tands, Ehe Tar ae Terriborial artant o M
Indigenows areas, and The Fach that many sreess were Jooabed
in international border  steips started o be wesed as

argumsnts Lo Justify the peesd to integrate Indizns, anod $Ho

in mucordanoe with

manipulate Sthe Jland demsroation prooes
this peraspect ive.
O bthe other hand, it was during those btwo decades Yhat

(9

e T isan Pmaue emerged  as o w0 major  concoern For fhe



o wan il Braxilian socisby. Trvetiae Tanders  be

receive political recognition within the non-Indian context,
and the madority of MOOs which now defend Indian rights wees
satabl ished i this period. By the beainning of the Bés,
contradicting the worryging sians of the 785, the declining
demographic curve of Tthe Tndigenows popualation stacbed Lo
PR TG showing #H gl tanclengy 8] Al @han i icant
increase on the number of Indians in most groups.

The Mational Constitusnt Asssably Cin ohargs of wvobing

the new Brazilian Constibtutiony took pla i 4veY, while

the lTast Ffragment of the assinilacionist official erolicy was
Being itmplementsd in bthe oountry. In spite of fthakt, its
Final work olesely opposed that policy, pobbing an engd Lo
the intention of sstablishing = distinction among Indians
with regaed to bheiy degres of cultural adapbation,  and
gliminating the iden of & Fforced integration, by recounizing
Indiang” rights o maintain their sooial o gan isat ion,
custons, Tarnguagss, heliafs and traditions. Voted in
Gotober, G988, the new Constitution definsd 2 conoept of

Fodigenous land, guarantesing protechion o those lands

needed o Indian peoplas phvysionl arl ol tural

reproduct ion o and the preservation of 2ll matural resolross

necessary For Indians’ well-being, =according hto their own
wae, oustoms and braditions.
tinfortunately, Tndians ” contlicts and problems have not

ernded aftiter bthe 1988 Constitubion. The main issue cont inues
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o be ouaratesing, in peachice, the rFreocogniition  of s
control over their traditional)l Tands. OfFicial recognition
is o long process, often subjdeoted to all linds of political
BTSSR, in wh i ol Indians il Pt o b pabe o tire
preliminaryg steps. G top o of it. powertul interests have

o pernioions  dbdens that  “in

Tately been abls Lo
Brazil, there {is hoo much dand for wsry few Indians™, The
pirocess of ITndigenows Tand recoonition must alwiygs overoome
such premiss. Dy convineiong the aouthorities of bthe Indiansg”
nesod For o o@w o agiven Serritoryg. 1m0 iF that o owas ot enough.

ofFicial Fresoan it ton doess not ool imply promnpd anch

peacefind Frove e as on ol bhe Tands., Indian BrE e

Freguently  invaded by Farmers,  gold minsrs,  logeers  and
settlers, who keep lanoring Indian peoples and theivr rights.,
The admintstrative process may he  perfect, bult Indians
abtill have to go through another bath s The  dudicizl
Frecovery of their own berritory.

In this article, we will discuss fwo Indian

peoples Trom the Brazilian Bainforest, in oreder o oive  an
iden of the divergity of problems they sares now Facing, the
strategices which are being taken by each waroupr angd bhe kino

oFf alternatives bthers ware in ench S The Firsth ocase i

about  the MNambiguara  Indians, who bave bhad bheir Tands
demarcated and ratifPied by Dhe Brazsilian government  uears
aag0, howsver are often wictins of all kinds of invaders and

BCONOMID Pressar., The Mambiguaras Indizans have ochossn Lo
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demand For Judicial protection of their fSercitory,. Foroing
bl governmental Lrvd §ogenist HOEETL Y CEFLINGT Y i b
gavernsental wsgenaocy For enviconment probtection CEBEAMAY bto
Femgve bhe invaders and to o pay For the damnsagss caused Lo
them. Secondluy, we will pressent the Kayopd oase, where the
Trgdiang have had to deal with the scoonomic pressurs From
powsrful Dinbesr comeanies angd wibh o m mador Tgold rosh®™ o into

their teerritory, chosing to bty bo negotiats with arnct

control them.

¢
L

The Mambigusra (“pisrced ea™ in tﬁpi Tanguages ., whﬁm&
papulation was st imated in 20,0800 fIndians in the bhsginning
of bhis century, are divided into several sob-grounps, Theay
now Tive in Touwr Indigenous arens at She mid and northe-west
Fegions of bthe oountry - Sarsed, Doapord WUallew, Masbigusea
and  Pivinews de Sonwa, totalling soms 889 individoals,
Daupits Tiving in i ferent woosHnushens Convanias @l
tropical Fmrwmt)y She MNambiaguars geroups bBelong to the same
Tinguistic Family and shave obther ocultural teraits in oonmon.
Thew 1iwve ma iy T om bk ima, Fiashing ang smndl
plantations, and are widely known as “peopls of fthe sshes”
o Tarey people”, bhecsuse they slesp on the Floor, olose fo

\

the Fire, on 2 mixbturg of aghes and sand, wusually covering

their own bodiss with sooch misgtore. The FHanb ioguarsn Dooams




famous in the #8s as the Brazilian Biafra, when @ measles

4y

R demi ke i1 el . b e prae o IWEs Lhe i population,
uncernons ished and expelled From their lands.

The Saraecd Indians, aiso knpwn aun Mabtitsarla, zmee
aul-aronp of the Nambioguses people, Unt il the beginoging of
The cenbury, the Sararée numbsesd 4,000 individunls. Thay
gaed o oooupy novast wren of some 5 omillion hectares, from
the uppsy Guaporde Biver Through what i foday the stabe of
Rongéonin  (aWaRt), 2998y, Mow, they Tive in ths Saraed

A}

ITndigenous aren, on bShe west part of Mato Grosso, & region
of the fmazon Bainforesh. They are n very jsolatsd group of
fot more bhan 79 Indians, who do not spesk Portuaguosese and

-

have wery little ownderstanding of SThe nop-Indian oulture,

Thetr tervitory has AB,080 hechares

chamarcated by Lhe :

Brazilian government in 2984, and ratifisd by president ia

devres in 4A9BS, becihuse of Dhe Ureragedy that asssulited this

A3

people aftec the constractiocn of highway BR-344,  which
crossed The Manbiguara bterritory, coanecting the oity  of
Cuiabd to Porto Velho.

g ing the constraction, wmbhich Degsn in fhe &2, =all
Mamb i gquars geroups From The Forest werse contacked, mostly by
Amer ioan missionaires. In Ootober, 49588, the government.
atfampting o concenteate every Mambiguara group in Jjust one

srvat ion™ on the savans

aren, delimited the “Mambiguara
Foagion fwhere  only one i wmach faen Mamb ibagameras Indians

Tiwvedr. Tmmed intely wtfiter astablishing bthe reservation,
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while the JTndians weoere wstill in their own  tands, the
governmnental Tedigenist agenocy issued several cerbificates,
mualgring Lhe mocess i et enoes of ITndians in Mambiguara’s
fraditional arsens. T the meanting, the Federal goveranent
Began Lo suppord whosver wanbsd to fnvest in Sthe region,
implement ing the so-called “Polo-tmnazdinia™, 2 progean of baw
incent ives For Che Anozon deselopment .

The oonseaguences of o massive migeation of non-Indians,
(7] Y o N RV T o the wsgion stbeacted by Shat  progeam,  woanll
woon be seenb mary Mambiguara died of hunger and non-Eadian

dissases, against which they had no natural delfenses. Theorse

whay s i haod Ho be rescged bw helicopbters of  the
Brazilian fAir Foros, which Found them scabttered LHrouvghoul
the region, wunder oxbtremsly deplorable ocondibions. The

ITndians, who wp bo fthis ooy w5011 vse bows and sareows to

hunt and Fiskh, bhad to suddenty Face the non-Indian world all
At oonoe. Gt rached by whalh was happening around them, tThey :
abandoned their routines. leaving even bheir  owsn L0
behind. Mapng  gob deeply sick of Fla oor malaris, until o o=s {

mealesn opidenic killed most of them: Phe entire populiation

wnder L% and at lenst 59 Sarard Indtans died of meales

(MALADEG, 19800 .

the  governmenial

In wiew of  such alarming  fa

o Bk

Trdigenist ngency CFUNMATY starbted o Foroed brans
ITndians o the reserysd aren on bhe savansng. Mowesver ., Lhe

Forest groups did mob know how bo live  in savanans, whers
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thew were nob able to grow Dheir traditional crops. nsibhee
hount  or  Fish what they weee gasd Lo, Pt was anobhoer

disastrous measurse,  Followsd by new spidemics angd deaths.

By that toime, =) wisiting mied tmal oot or T4 oin he

pubhiicty admitted that the situaation

International Red Tross
of  Those  ITndians haod becomns @ shame  For Brazilians  and
Muaman ity The MNMambigosera greoups, unable tTo restore their
Tives in this area, started o return by thenselves, walling
back Towards their original btereiioru.

Thie wituation  was Firaly  addegssed by bhe press.
afFecting public opinion in the ﬁmuﬁtrm anad  abroad. Lt
created so much pressues that bhe Fedseal government had bo
retreat and astabl ish anobther ares in the Forest cegiond
the Sarard Indigenous Area is btemporarily delimited in 4974,
Agmin, obther Mombioguses aeoups were transforeed o this ares
together with the Sarard themselves, who cont inged o suffer
tihe conseguencess of bhis policy. The Fedeeral government
ket implemsnting its development progeams For Sthe region,
which wers Fandsd, a2t bhat Yime, by the World Hanlk. Ti was
only in £9841, after = large compaign oaredied out by NEOs Iin
Brawilt and  the W.S8.0., that the goveromenh declared the

'

S8 L ODH heot ares D o Sapard g pErmanend (Rt 56100,

deliniting the Guapoed Valley Todigenous dresn For the obhee

DI S . In LR, the depsroation process was Finally

rat ified by presidential decres.




Sarard s problems, howsver, dic omot o end thers. Their
ares, sureounded by ranchers anod JToggsrs wsho came with the

o Pl heond  boimbey

gconomic expansion, brecams wn Daroel
epxtraction and oatile raising. tinder the omission of ihe
Federal agovernment . that  did not effectively protect the

A RIE AFEER Was

Indian territory, the demarcation of tHhe

S neighbors .

definetely Tanored by the Indians

I 4994, a larae amount of g0l was Found on the vty
Water River”, on the west border of the Szrard Ingdian dres.
Guer H.00¢ golad miners invaded the margins of Ehe 1 iver,

entaering fhe Frndian ‘e g UM 1N irreversibla

environmentsal angd socisl damages. The Dirty Water River was

complaebely pro et el anl PO soned by mercury  and  obther

chemicals used in the exbtracbtion of  gold, anc overe 260

hectares of Fforest were destroyed by SThelir activities. Th i
potlution of the river oaffected Fishing and Sthe noisse From

the machines used by the prospecbors deowvs of B bhe hunt .

Gocording to FUNAT, mors Shan 75% of the Sarard populat ion

akalidl malaria. In o omeibte of bhat, fthe governmsnt oigd nod

take any Ccoerocive mensurs.,

The Indians, nessisted by @an anthropologist and 2 looal
of Ficial of FUNAL, Marcelo dos Santos, who bad been Pighting
o solwe the problem by PWimss)d., cheo oimdd Lo Took e

dudicial protection For their rights. They  oame o Dhe

Moo leus For Indiagsnows Rightas, an HBO0 based in Brasilia.
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which Filed a lawsuit on their beghalf before the Pth Federal

Court ., on Ootober fé&th, 1993

"

The Judicial decision came  on Decembsr of the saos

LG . when T he Faderal Jud g srantsd #, preliminary

indunoction favorabhle to the Indianss he ordered that FUNAT,
TR by (the asaency o Bas i ronmEnt proftech iond and the
Federal Polioce tmmed iately removed  all  agold wmingrs Fron

Al owas ready to implsoent The

Garard lands. When the
order, o surprising aanouncenent intereupted bthe worios e
ghvernor of the state of Mato Grosso had made 2o sgreement
with the gold minsers, allowing them to stay &6 more ddaus in
The Indigsnous 5ren. The agreement, which olearliy violated
B o Jdudiciary s decision and encouraged the destraction of the
anvironment, was later knowsn bto have had bthe support from
Toeal officials of TBAMA.

T owag only Tive months Tater that the gold mingrs were
Finally sxpelled From the Sarard Aren., The Indizns are Now
demanding bhat  fhe Court debteesine that  [BAMA fmelement
environmental Frecovery prodeots In the area, and bhat the
Federal State compensates them For the losses and damages
they have suffered beoause of the government ‘s omission.

Gn behald  of bthe Sarardéd  Indians, the Moolsos For
Thndigenouws Rights has eecently brogcaht another Taw sail
bafors bhe Federal Doweb, Ehis fime. azainst o logger who
bas been stealing mahogany Feom thels lands. The law suit

aimes ab obbtaining Ffrom the logger monetary compensation for




Sarard, @ owsll o ons =t oondemning

fhe oamaoges ondsed o Dhe

o the fmplementation  of

Him to pay @mll The  spesnsss

There iw no

rEoovery prajects on the deforested s
dJudicial decision i this case yelb.

Ty light of the Sarard initiatives, the MHMahainbtesu, =n
BMamb i quara group  from bhe Guapordé Yallew Indian Area, has

geoided o demand the Judicial protection of their wights.

The Muoclsus For Indigenous Riaghibs has s Fae beouaht two low

wis,  both

suits befors the Dowrbts, on behaif of the Mahaicts
against loggoers who steal mabogasng From that  ITndisn fersa.

The gaswes have alresdy received s Favorable opinion from the

Faderal Prosecotor,  who has  the constitutional  doabty fTo
defernd tndian righbs. The Prosscootor ot only suppoebed

B omeanares  should FVIE RS

them boat also stated that fhe

gexamnples of sffechive protection of Indian rights. to be
Followed by his colleaguaes all over fthe Countey.

In Apeil, the Moclisus For Iodiasnoos Rights has Filed
angther Tawsuit on Dehalf of the Wailksw, anobhee Manbigoara
arowe From bhe Duapord Valleu Indian Aren. The Tawsnit 0%
against = rancher, who bad bheso long orossing bthe border of
Phe group s traditional Jands in order to expand his ocatt ls
raising act ivitiss. The ITrndians demand the insgdiate remnoval

of BLe9d  mpimals From their @mrsn, well  asn monstary

This o wmlno

compensation For Lheir Tosses and olansgss

waits for a Jgudicial decision.



The Kayapd (“1ike monkey” i tupi Tanguags) are a laroe

penple who lTeave in several Indigernous arress on bthe ocentieal
region of Braxil, around the Xipngw and the Tocaniins vivers.

" I

Ml ey gelor s

They call themsel v o owhrioh means the poople of
the place hbetween waters., The Kayapo bave o long history of
contach with non-Indiansg, which has geriainly affected their
social organization angd oulbara. They hawve had = Tot of
changes  on Lheir way  of 3 ife during Lheir @aimost  Fouwr
Bardred LI 5 of mrtabence, wi ool B el L Lheir

increasing integration with the non=-Indian socistu, of which

they have bhesoome wvery depoendent . This integration peoo

+

has made Shem Toses many membors of

v

Phe wroup, part of Yheir
territoryg, as well as some political, @social and oultural
AL ONONMY W

Floywes s e . theirs waes  not Jdust anolher [ o f”

political decline and cultural destroaction of a people. The
Kayapd Peorle has surprisingly besmn able to mainbtanin, and
sven sepand, bheitr conbeol over internal matboers according
o theiv own traditional wvalues. The fruth e that they
have Tearned how Lo swdapt their domsstic inebhitubions In
order o abtbtend thse mew demands, resuliing From bhe sociand
transfornat ions they are continuousliy sulffering.

The most scourabs informat ion about the Kavape hisbory

points oub to bthe beginning of the L12th century as the bHime
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i
af the PTirst ocontact betwesn this people and non-Tedians.
The  oroup wogld Bave been atbacked by Porboguess  slave-

hunters, Flesding btowards  the weoest.a By that Tiee, the

Pimated in 4,080 Tndians, divided in

Kayapd popualation was e

commun it ies WL

three  laragse  oconmunit ies. Cne of il
et bnowished Al SR g conflicts sl epidenics,
Pﬁﬁultinﬂ From the ocontact with setblers who cans o Ghat
Fegion around  SEYE, The two others, becauss ofF internad
disputes, ended wup divided inbko the Sorreent @xisting 14
commuanitties. Teraditional warriors, 16 was only in £937 that
the First Kayspd commuonity sastablished pesceful velations
with Brazilians. The others were oply contaoted doring the
St Their popalation is nowsdays aeound 25600 to 3,000
individuals (TURNER, £9993 .,

The Kayspd started to depend on Sthe non-Indian sooisty

@ long time Dbefore their so-colled pacification procs

to obtain In

The searah  Ffor Fire auns,  which Sthew wsed
commercial  Dransactions with  loocal setblers. andd Tabter,
Faheics and Tools, marked the initial steps of such soonownic
and o political dependency. Ragular contach with the none
Tndian society hag only enhanced and renewesd its Form.

In the bsagining of the B8%s., bthe Kawapd Todian dArea, =
berritory of some 23,2600, 90048 hecbares by bthe Xingy Biwver, wase
invaded by thousands  of  aold miners. Looking  at  the
invasion ns o n consummate Fact, the Kayapd Feom She Borotirs

vitlage, on the soubthessh  poart of the desn, odecicded to
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le
control the oold commerce, asking For & perosntags over bhe
Pransactions in oash, with which they intended o invest in

el aatalte, Lransporitat ion il ORI Y DO S LR Gl 6

including the paywment of ofFfiocial sssistency servioces that,

asocoeding o the Brazilian law, they should have  bDeen
reaeiving From FUNATL.

T 498S, uapset at The Fact Lhet thew could not geb
their Jands demarcataed, that the percenbags rate bhey wera
reveiving From the aold miners was btoo dow (6,14 over Yhe
selling price), bthat the mining achivities were gething sach
oy oloser to their willags, and That the mud and mercory
pollution on their vivers weere shiowing dissstrous sPPasots,
bhe Goroticre community oooupisd the headoguariters of LThe ao-

called Maria Fonita gobd mining oorren, sttespbing to sxpsell

the gold miners and stop bthelr aoiivities. They sucoeded at
Pirst, but wers ot able o sustain the bhatbie on Dheir own
Fo owm Tong boime., The gold miners retoaened, this fHime, o
siay. The wears Chat Followed fhat incident wers marksd by
an incrensintg iateraction bDetwsen gold miners angd Eayapd,
whey  satablished o peculiar patbern of relationship? e
direct involvement in Dhe aolad commeroe of She oldsr ohiefas
and btheir adolt sons, who worbed doring albernated shiflis in
order to make swre That Dhere ol bDe slaepngs somsons in
chargs of the traditional activities In the village.

The mining areas aree Dasicly bhres Maris Boonibta Csome

AL,008 men and AN pairg oFf machines), Dumarazinbo (24688 mens
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anc Srara Preta, shers the BDorobire ocommap ity ocwns hald of

Themea arens A far from  sach  other.

the machines

connected only by short paths which end up out of the Indian

A

B o .

Cerritordg, in Redengiio, the olos chooone has et

beaai Iy e Liny Tanding abyip, A e om where  only small
airplanes oan take off., The Moarian PFonita mining aren has e

village o serves a1l the workaersgs plhiarmaciss, bakery, Three

movie theatres, Spe T roons served by two parabolio
antennas wherse the saodisnces must pay Ffor entrance ©ickebs,

hardmware stores, gas sbations, =@ SLUCAM post (the agsnoyw of

the MHealth Mintstery i chargs of sapitsey medicingy  and
other services., The Kayapd have established in bhis willages
Lheir £ Pramad s e s, with e i e ek todging
accomnmodat ions, From o where bthey ooordinats and sontrol thes
artivitiss with the help of FUNATL ofticials. They have also
Buidlt controlling posts at every aocess path, landing steip

and main sentrances of bthe aresn. The ocontrol suystem  §w

directly linked to bthe Sorobire willage snd ites B0 Kayapd.

frn Tondian office at Fedeng i the Final wbtop of thsae gold
transaction oircuit (PIBACEDRT, 49910 .
The Gorobtiee community doss not o actuslly work on the

mining sobisvihiss., Thew only  supaseviss the  commeroinl

tranasact ions and oonterol the oash Flow. it the watbtohing

poste,. The designated Kayapd warriors inspeocd whosver wants

to coms  in wnad o go out bthoe wreen, to savoid oold smugaling.

in a o while, they werify She sreesns whers the mining
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activities take place, Jlooking For guns and aloobhol., loyme
are not o oallowsd There ¢ither.

In 4989, there were Four aold companies Ffrom the sshate
af BRe Paulo, which had eecsived FUNaAD ‘s credentials to

Gioldmine, PR Sem

aperate in the Kaiapd Indian &
Brasomes Metsis Litda. & Sants Marria. Their represassendabives
e

woutod come to The ares one a2¥Fber the obther, thres ©imss ®

weelk The 9olad miners wonlad ther maks » Tong ling in Ffront
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of the commercial offioce, From where the Kayapd warriors

ek el conte ol Ak ion. The mompaRny e

SR Y trans

reprassntat ive woslid pay sach gold miner in onsh, handing
im o recsiphb. Following that, the aold minse wogld gon o
the coordinat ion headaguarter to pay (2% of the btotal walos
showr on the receipt to bthe Gorobtirs Indians. et e
reosiph would then bhe Fuarnished by SDThe FUNST official.
PP e Finishing @l Lhe Lransact ions, The coompnny s
rapresentat ive wonld pay bto the Indiansg 4% of the tobal
amount he had psid to the golad miners. St the wnd of the

daw, bthae monsy received by the Todians wowld be carrgisd by

F

plansg ho RedengBo, wheers Pt owonld  bhe deposited ot fhe

Indians ” collective bank accoount .

The Gorotivre’s money has changsd the oommunity ‘s Life
completelya Thew haswve bougaht seound Sweelvs oaeas Fore theie
oby i, wh ioh are o iven vy hived rnon-Indian o ivers.,

"

During the rain season, the commonity spends o ot of money

on Thelir own small sairelane and obther airplane Freiogbts., it}
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substant ial e & o their profits fw to o pay hospital
wHpenses ancd supernarket bills., Mowmewer ., they also spend @
Tot of monswy on stafd salseiss and Poel For She motbor that
berings electricity o their villags {whioch needs some 59,0048

Titwrs of diesel por monthi.,

Since The Oorotire Indiang were not able to expell the
gt miners From Ghe Fagspd Indizsn Sresn,.  gold mining has
hecoms n major peof it souroes For bhe oommunity. Huows sy,
after o decade, the conseguences of such activities on their
territory oan e @aeily notioed., G H Pl Fly over the ares
shows how devsast i d o the region is. specisllye that of the
Fraesh Riwver, = Dributazry of the Xingu. fantidnia Carnsico

STl ol the Mniversttu o

+

Barbosa, ) Lhemishyy [ cpef o
Brasilia, has recently denouncsd that most Kasyapd Tndisng
are contaminated by wercury. The worst situation (s SThat of
the Oorotirs A Kilretum wiltlages, o se ol their

BELJAL O oF the

proximity of  the Fresh River., (%

Kikretum Indians have been poisonsd so e . At bthe Oorotive

village, this percentags goss down o He.5%. The owief of

the Hikeetum il loge was Taty Pombo, who died Tast dugust of
A cerabral palsya. Mo was the wmost sobive defendesry of the
anld minirsg mobivitics ate} Koy g Tare i hory, avirng
controlled the transactions Ffor ssyveral  gyears befoes . i
daath.

B ing the S, another magor gconomic interest starbed

poy ownber the Kayapd bereitorygs the timbar compnnies. In



I
L9822, the Kilkrebtum community sianed the Firast of o series of
contracts betwesn Kaysps ang ©imber companioes. The 4983
umnframt had the participation of FUNAT, which agresd ab
that the companyg would bhuoild o 36 kilometer rond linking the
village to the Tucund Project (o governmental developnent
project bassd st the wicinities of the Kayapd btereitory), n
wosoh e jdae over the Mhite River, 2 &8% meter enlaroewent of
the willage s Jlanding steip, and 2 29 hectare deforested
aren For coffes and cocon plantation purposss by She White

Riwver, in s@xchangs of 4,%¢¢ mahogany tre Fram the Indian

aran (PLIEBACE

1994 .

B the Kikeetum, fhe Kokeanimoeo, Oorobtice, @ kes and
Kuben-Kran-Ken communitics (al)l From She Kagapd Indisn Area
rave been negobtiating with  the fimber companies. Thm
mahogany extracted Ffrom their sreas represents o o sionifioant
Fort ion of the tobtal smount srported by Sthe oountry. In
LRE7 . H9X CLL2,7e82 wer of the mahogany that Brazil exported
cams From the Kayapd fres, according to ofPicial daba. In
apite of LThat, the peices paid Yo the Indiansg sre oaxtroemnsly
Tow in comparison to the Ffinal prices on the foreign moaelket
i L9E8, the Kaygspd From & Ukere received USS 40,00 for each
cilr i meter of mahogang sold, while the export eprice in L9PRY
was UBL 464,34 ~ eleven times biagbhsr (PIRBADEDD, 4%99ir.

Moat recently, Rowswese, e Kober-lSean-Ken "s  mabhogany
Cproduaction has decreased., Tt s the First sign that their

natueral reaserves have started to drain., Since 1985, the




¥ikrin {n Hayapd sub-group who oooupioes

I

af Wikein froo Catetd and Trincheira Ba

welling mahosany bo the ©imbse

going sfber every Mon@exploited Kayned

commun ity iw bhe onluy  one who has

imber exploitation in their bereitoryg.

they have besn sipeasling

LB G

Lo makngany

conneomic niternat ives

community is 2lready DTrging Lo raise

Feforestation of btheir Sterritory, whic

developnent of new soonomically

M HATHRAL BESQURCES T

Gooording o Bramilian

1

Tands wast be

ach ivity on ITndigenooss

Mat ional Donogress,. after Tisbening to

commun ity The @mathorization  shall

euatablished by o statabory Taw, which

Congress . The 2000 which  are nios

Congress  definebsly peobibit ool

Todiam Tands. Thers i an overuboelnis

the conseoaugenoes of the acthivit

inaividnls, whiom  hardly  aver oon

effeotive Form of control, are aach

Fropo s Lass than the minirg

Iodigenous

=R

COmMERN e

Iy ez 0

ot

prbracthion.

Frnds

auaitainable

IMDEHD

Donstitut ion,

£ir

[

nine

Wi

by

e e

ConmrERn e
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4

The Indigenous Qersss

Pohave alasn been

Pimbermen are

Tand. The & e

trying too eeduos

Digring the Iast few

The  meed  to Find

In Fact, the

for m prodect of

nhe

e also proposeEs

notivities.,

moinirceg

I Y

authori o by the

TN

e aaftfectsd Lndian

Foliow = procedurs

gt to by wvobed by

being =maatused by

From working  in

¥

gounderstarnding that

untimited numbse of

sttlbm it e Lo oan

dete imental For the

themenlves.



Einder T hat PP e Ve, ol oy minirng comperies daly
author teed would be allowed o wmine on Lodian lands. hn
AL RS N N untiil the  procedurs be regulated, mining on
Indigernous lands is illegal.

Blith reasrd o Dimber exeloitarion, bthers have bhosn o
Tang angd controversial discussion among the people who aree
worried about the sttuation of  Indigenous  srresg. The
Constitulton esstablishes that Indian fands bDelong bo ke
Federal Htate, but that the Indians have the eight to their
pernanent  possession andgd the 2:xoelosive  wsufruct of all

st ces ofF Uheir soil, rivers and Ialies. In 1iaht

natural re

oF  that, many people bave affiersed that usofruct does not
imply the destruction oFf tHthe Ureos. In this oase, Uimber
euploitation 0N Indigenous Tancs wend g fyer always
unconst itut tonal. This has been the opinion of the Fedeera)
Prosecutors OFFiocs,  which, as mentioned above, has  bhe
const iitut ional duty to detend Tndian eiahta.

8

On the obther and, basgssg on o on prowvision of

g

the Indian

Indigenous righhsl,

Aot (a abtatabtory Taw that regilate

sy wubiects timber suploitat lon o the approval

which supre

nf reforestation projects, others have defended dhe  iden

that Trdians sre wallowsd to coomercialize Sheir imber.
provided That o plan Ffor Sthe sustoinable wmanagenesnt of LHhe

arem e implemented and Sthat all the profits be used by Lhe

respect ive communib e This has been the position of those

wher think that fhe fact Shet Indian Tands belong o bhe
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Grate cannot serve oo oan argument bo Timit Iendiang’ aubonomy

3% roimbar

SEMLLPT

v g ol g their LA SO em i (5
guploitation is permibéed eoven in the so-called oconservabtijon
arens (conditioned o sone probtect ive messuress, thers wogld
be me reason o impose an sxtra Timidation to Indigenous
Tands . Besides, they bhel ieve that, todaw, Indians have wery

s oof resisbhing the powerful pressaee of & isber

Tittle ochanos

companies, @s o oweldl me that the Federal Statse has no resl
conditions of probtecting Indian Tands from haeing invaded by
them. ThereaFors, the roguivensnt of raforaestation projeochs
and of & fair paument to the ITndisansg would certainly be mors
efFeot ive than o general perohibition.

Finalld, 1% is  imporbtant bto menbion that  in R993,
Brawi 1 il 15X throwugh 5, F2IT O G o Feviaing its
constitutional text. In the meant ime, the Mabtional Congress
will be analuyxing & BILD aimed at changing the Indian Aot in
order to update and adapd it o the new Donstitulion. It i
widely lenown Lhat  Doth mining and S imber companies will
stirongly Tobby to introduce pew concepbs o Shose texsts,
protecting their own interests, which, aceording fto Ehem,

have bheoen severely harmed since 4988,

Mowadays, sconomic development is the major priosity of

the Brazilian government . The wsituation of sxbreewns poverty
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of dhe majority of the ocountry’s population s s ochallengs
hat must somshow be overcoms in 2 short period of & ioe.
Justifisd by this psrepective, the government has opbed for
an o moononic pattern under which it has astablished a3 number

ol developmnent proJeocts thet siolate Todian poople Fiahits,

who ars  often seen a2es obstacles to swueh  development .
Moreover, Favderal anthorities have  oconbinuously omibbed

themses e Lisfore She killing of fIndians, the invasion of

Pheir Tands, and the damages oogsed to Indigsnous patrimony.

Thewy sesmn o Took =t thess Faobs sse condaryg prolblems, oF

am the price to be neos ar i ly o paicd in the nans of Dhe goe

called economic prouaress.
G the Spazon became sach an shrateaioc region for bhe

countrdy,  Dhe Beazxilian government  has  beer Fomrsing Pt

bl io policies on the economic development of thalt seres.
Beocouse of bthat, Indian peoples who inhabit $he Brasilian
Rainforest  ave bDeocome  fhe main Sargost For wnsceuapolouns
interests, which take advantage of the government s omission

o benefit themsslves by wiolating Indian vwighits. In the

o oasss presented i Shis worticie, bobth Manbiawses  andg
Kavapd people bhave had to Pace enoureous cond licts with the
non-Indian socisty relataed o the economic | S$8U6E.

The Firser ocose, aboaut @ people who s svery dsolabsd and
wants Lo ocont inus il Lhat, s ashown how  bad  ©he

Conseepreneen ol @m highway consteuction on the Indians”

tereitory were, and how they swere deeply harmeod by oo recent
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a
invasion by gold miners. Regardiang the construch ton of he
hvighway, % was She ol @mesinilascionist policy, bogebher
sith e govirnmental cypd 1 on e implenent tlaeve L opnent

projects in that region, that debeermined the sulfering of

aeond situation,. bowesvesr, had

thie Mamb i guaern poople. The @
all to do with Beazil s currend economic situat ion. The o
called “garinpo™ (mining acbivityy fs 2 @sooial distwrbing
probiewn,  which has  bsen marsing treoghles wll owver The
Count ey Tha gold miners are an unlimited number of unbnown
peoplée, wvesually very poor angd unemplogsd,.  whao see Tooking
for bebtber conditions of Tidfe. They are @ogroup manipodabed
by @& Few real beneficiaries. swsho ose them ae ohesp abor
Foree ., s the  government doss nobt give them any othse
goeanomic alternative, they run From one piacs to asnobher,

sapoht For o golds A the  same

sntering Indigenous tTands in s
time, the government doess nob gfrect ively probeoct Ty

o

Indians, allowing that bhey suffee 211 DThe oonssoguen

achivibies., The Mamb i guars have  gong

gold mingrs
Ehrouwahy s painful feasrning process, shioch toosk fShewm to
balisve that Judicial measures ooulsd be the solubion For
their problems.

corel orase ., we have e portad on own people, who

In the =

hawve decided to Face the non-Indizan wordd, Iearning how Lo
denl with [ The Kagapd  hawve aong throuah A harrd
interaction proosess, in @spite of whioch they wers ahle to

G bve wnd ., o & than that ., o oy g i hetr
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traditional wses, beliefs and customs. fnpring this period,
thew have dearned Lo ocontbrol the activities of agnld miners.,
taking advantage of it. They are now gsining oonterol over

rheir transact bons S with oimbgy OB L EE . L both

situations, they have dealt with  the  idea  fhat P was
impossible o @avoid the @oO0nomic Pressure. Therelfors, i
Decams mors @ffective to oontrol it M regarded to bthe
Cimber suploitation, the Kayapd have been able to understan
hat being oneg of the most wvaluable bimbor spsciss on Dhe
external market, mahogony natural reserves in that region of
Bera=il =are aboulb Lo disappene. b st iw et of the
traditional ressrves on the Xingw Fiver and bhe soubthern

x

Fegion of the stabte of Paed s now under Federal and sbhate
special protection systbems. That o why the pressdrs oves
Indigenous ares, specintly theirs, bave inocreased so much.

Thewy have also realized

y doodting owat their own hisbory, that
the Tederal aoveroment haes no o read oonditions o probect

them.,

The Maml § quara wal il by K s prop ) o ol

Ty smolve their TR S R R O Pl s, i

diffaerent ashrategis
hoth srrategles FEERYE I med problems., Thoe duiosial
alternative., Daken by She Mambiguara, iTs o n complicated one.
Judioial megasures usually  reguire  thalt  the  Indians  be
esished by non-Indians. Moreover . the inplensntation of a
dudicial order (s always subijected to the political will of

the Jooal authorities. who may be bound to obther interssts.
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I other words, he Incdiasns must count on non-Indiansg and be

wery Pat ient to wait For s decision over which thewy have fo
contiral Gy the obther hand, choosing o deal with  and

control their own conflicts. the Kayapd bhave had to pay 2

hiwh (=Y AR The wsize of their ourrent e i ronmental

For the healith of the people

Breealy B @il B oo s opune e
are Forcing the Indians Lo review their own oholoes. Thye
truth i  that the ifmpract of  economic activities over

Indigenous  Tands will continueg  until sorrahde

W i E P

economnic pabtiern be adopted by bthe governmnent. Wivile that

does not happen, Indizans will have to Find their own sagys of

anlving the contflicts. B this point, thew have  Taarned
Frrom obther sroups” oxperiences, =a20d know that there s no

ideadl formala.
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