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FOREWORD

The Sub-Comnittee on Racism, Racial Discrimination, Apartheid and
Decolonization was established by the Geneva Special NGO Committee

on Huwman Rights in 1973, following the decision by the United Nations
to declare 1973%-1982 the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and
Racial Discrimination., The Sub-Committee was given the task of
initiating and organizing activities to further the objectives of the
UNW Decade,

With this mandate, the Sub~Committee has conducted a variety of
activities of which the nost important has been the organization of

a series of international NGO conferences dealins with different areas
of racism and racial discrimination and their manifestations.

The International NGO Conference on Discrimination against Indigenous
Populations-1977-in the Americas is the fourth in this series and the
first on digerimination against indigenous peoples.

The rights of indigenous peoples are not a new concern of the world
community¥, The International Labour Organization, for example, began
in 1926 to deal with the conditions of indigenous workers, It has
produced a numbetr of important studies and has prepared conventions on
indigenous. labour, In 1957, the ILO adopted Convention 107 concerning
the Protection and Integration of Indigenous and Other Tribal and
Semi-Tribal Populations in Independent Countries.

Regional and naticnal conferences have been held and institutes
established, particularly in the Americas. The Inter-i‘merican
Commission on Human Rights a few years ago appointed a rapporteur
on indigenous populations and has considered several communications
concerning violations of human rights committed against thei,

A few ysaus.ago the United Nations began an extensive study of
discrimination against indigenous populaticns. Monographs are being
prepared and the study is expected to be completed by 1978/79.

Non~governmental organizations have for long called world attention
to violations of the rights of indigencus peoples and have pressed for
heeded changes.

But perhaps the nost important development in recent years has been

the emerging ability of the indigenous peoples, in a number of regions,
to organize themselves, to make their situation known and to state
their needs and aspirations through their own spokesmen to the national
and international communities,

The International NGO Conference on Discrimination against Indigenous
Populations-1977~in the Americas sought to bring together first-hand
information about the situation of the indigenous populations and to
recommend actions that would help eliminate discrimination against them,

Representatives of indigenous peoples took an active part in the
conference as well as in its preparation., They submitted many documents
(now available for consultation at the Henry-Dunant Institute at Geneva)
and assisted in the drafting of the commission reports and the progranm
of action contained in the final resolution.
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The Conference also benefitted from the participation of
representatives of the United Nations, the ILO and UNESCO.

The organizing committee expresses ILts appreciation to the
United Natlons for making it possible %o hold the conference
at the Palais des Nations. Tt also wishes to thank the
representatives of the United Nations, of the Geneva Conseil
d'Etat, of UNESCO and of ILO for the messages they conveyed
at the opening plenary session.

Geneva, October 1977 Edith BallantTne
Chairwoman of the Conference

The organizations participatim in the conference shall not
be bouhd by the resolution adopted by the conference until
‘such document has been ratified by the appropriate
constitutional authorities in accordancé with each OrZale
ization's internal juridical procedures.




FINAL RESOLUTION

The Iniernational Non~Governmental Organizations Conference on Dis-
crimination against Indigenous Populations-1977-in the Americas brought
together more than 250 delegates, observers and guests at the Palais des
Nations, Geneva, from 20 - 23 September, including representatives of more than
50 international non-governmental organizations.

For the first time, the widest and most united representation of indigenous
nations and peoples, from the Northern to the most Southern tip and from the
far West to the East of the Americas took part in the Conference. They
included representatives of more than 60 Nations and peoples, from fifteen
countries (Argentina, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Ecuador,
Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraquay, Peru, Surlnam, United States of America,
Venezuela. ) . e L

It is regretted that some delegates were prevented by their govermments
from attending.

The Director of the United Nations Division on Human Rights addressed tke
participants on behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General. Representatives
of the United Nations, the International Labour Organization and UNESCO addressed
and participated in the conference. The representative of the Conseil d'Etat
of the Canton of Geneva welcomed the participants. Otservers from 27
UN Member States followed the proce elings.

The Conference was the fourth such event organized by the Geneva NGO
Sub-Committee on Racism, Racial Discrimination, Apartheid and Decolonization
of the Special NGO Committee on Human Rights. Previous conferences, all
organized within the framework of the United Nations Decade for Action to
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination were, in 1974, against apartheid
and colonialism in Africa; in 1975, on discrimination against migrant workers
in Burope; in 1976, on the situation of political prisoners in Southern Africa.

The representatives of the indigerious peoples gave evidence to the inter-
national community of the ways in which discrimination, genocide and
ethnocide operated. While the situation may vary from country to country,
the roots are common to all: they include the brutal colonization to open
the way for the plunder of their land: and resources by commercial interests
seeking maximm profits; the massacres of millions of native peoples for
centuries and the continuous grabbing of their land which deprives them of
the possibility of developing their own resources and means of livelihood; the
denial of self-determination of indigenous nations and peoples destroying
their traditional value system and their social and cultural fabric. The
evidence pointed to the continuation of this oppression resulting in the
further destruction of the indigenous nations.

Many participants expressed support for and solidarity with the indigenous
nations and peoples.



Three commissions dealt specifically with the legal, economic, and social
and cultural aspects of discrimination and formulated recommendations for
actions in support of indigenous peoples. Based on these reports, the
Conference established a program of actions to be carried out by non-govern-
mental organizations in accordance with their mandates and possibilities:

PROGRAMME OF ACTIONS
The Conference recommends

- to observe October 12, the day of the so=-called "discovery" of America, as an
International Day of Solidarity with the Indigenous Peoples of the Americas;

- to present the conference documentation to the United Natlons Secretary—
General and to gubmit the conclusions and recommendations of the Conference to
the epproprlete organs of the United Naticns;

-~ to study. and foster the discussion of the attached Draft Declaration
.of Principles for the Defense of the Indigencus Wations and Peoples of the
Western Hemisphere, elaborated by indigenous peoples' representatives.

- to take all possible measures to support and defend any participant in the
conference who may face harassment and persecution on their return.

- to express to ICEM*the concerns of the Conference about the continued settlemerc
of immigrants on the land of indigenous peoples in the Americas and trge
-strongly that the resources of ICEM should not be used in support of such
immigrants,particularly when coming from the racist régimes of Southern Africa.

In the Legal Field:

~ that internmational instruments, particularly IIO Convention 107, be revised
to remove the emphasis on integration as the main approach to indigenous
problems and to reinforce the provisions in the Convention for special
measures in favour of indigenous peoples;

- that the traditional law and customs of indigenous peoples should be respected,
ineluding the jurisdiction of thelr own forums and procedures for applying
thelr law and customs; .

- that the special relationship of indigenous peoples to their land should be
understood and recognized as basic to all their beliefs, customs, traditions
and culture;

- that the rlght should be recognlzed of ‘all indigencus nations or peoples to
the return and, control, as a minimum, of sufficient and suitable land to enable
them to live an eoonomlcally viable existence in accordance with their own
cus*oms and traditions, and to meke possible their full development at their
own pace. In some cases 1 ger areas may bhe Completely valid and possible of
achievement.

- that the ownership of land by indigenous peoples should be unrestricted, and
should include the owhership and control of all natural resources. The lands,
land rights and natural. resources of indigenous peoples should not be taken,’
and their land rights should not be terminated or extinguished without their
full and informed consent.

~ that the right of indigenous peoples to own their land communally . and to
manage it in accordance with their own traditions and cutlure should be
recognized internsitionally and nationally, and fully protected by law.

*Intergovermnmental Committee for European Migration
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-~ that in appropriate cases aid should be provided to assist indigenous peoples
in acquiring the land which they require;

- that legal services should be made available to indigenous peoples to assist
them in establishing and naintaining their land rights,

- that all governments should grant recognition to the organizations of indigenous
peoples and should enter into meaningful negotiations with them to resolve their
land problens;

~ that an appeal should be nade to all governments of the Western Hemisphere to
ratify and apply the following Convantions:

(i) Genocide Convention

(ii) Anti-Slavery Conventions

(iii) Convention on the Elinination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination
tiv) International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

(v) International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

(vi) American Convention on Human Rights.

In the Economic Field:

- that the non-governmental organizations widely publicize the results of this
conference in order to nmobilize support and aid for the indigenous peoples of
the Western Hemisphere in their homelands;

-~ that bohferenceé, seminars and colloguia be organized by NGOs, by intergovernmental
bodies on gll‘levels - regional, national, global - with the full participation

of indigendus people to keep alive the issues that have cone to worlde-widé attention
at this conference, and to hear new testimony that will be presented in the .future,

~ to promote the establishment of a working group on the indigenous populations
under the Sub-Commission on the Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights;

~ that the United Nations Special Committee on Decolonization be requested to hold
hearings on all issues affecting indigenous populations;

- that the United Nations Committee on Trans-National Corporations conduct investi-
gations into the role of multinational corporations in the plunder and exploitation
of native lands, resources, and peoples in the Americas,

In the Social and Cultural Field:

- to promote respect for the cultural and social integrity of indigenous populations
of the Americas. - Such respect should be especially promoted among local and national
governments and appropriate intergovernmental .organizations, and be based on the
conclusions enunciated in the commission report;

~ to give all possible financial and moral support to efforts initiated by
American Indians in defence of their culture and society, and in particular to

the various education programmes launched by Indilan movements., Solidarity is also
requested for political prisoners and other victims of persecution on account of
their participation in such indigenous movements,

Many other proposals and recommendations were made by the Conference commissions,
It is suggested that they be studied by NGOs for the formulation of possible action
programmes by them.

. The, Conference requests the officers of the Sub=Cormittee on Racisn, Racial
Discrimination, Apartheid and Decolonization to promote the decisions of the
Conference and to receive and circulate information from NGOs about the implementation
of these decisions,
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DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES FOR THE DEFENSE OF
THE INDIGENOUS NATIONS AND PEOPLES OF THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE

PREAMBLE:

_ Having considered the problems relating to the activities of the United Nations
for the promotion and encouragement of respect for human rights and fundamental
freedons,

Nofing that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and related inter~
national covenants have the individual as their primary concern, and

Recognizing that individuals are the foundation of cultures, societies,
and natioqs, and

Whereas, it is a fundamental right of any individual to practice and perpetuate
the cultures, societies and nations into which they are born, and

Recognizing that conditions are imposed upon peoples that supress, deny, or
destroy the cultures, societies, or nations in which they believe or of which
they are members,

Be it affirmed, that,

1. RECCGNITION OF INDIGENOUS NATIONS

Indigenous peoples shall be ‘accorded recognition as nations, and proper _
subjects of international law," provided the people concerned desire to be recognized
as a nation and meet the fundamental requirements of nationhood, namely:

a, Having a permanent population

b. Having a defined territory

¢. Having a government

d. Having the ability to enter intc relations with other states.,

2 SUBJECTS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW

Indigenous groups not meeting the requirements of nationhood are hereby
declared to be subjects of international law and are entitled to the protection of
this Déclaration, provided they are identifiable groups having bonds of language,
heritage, tradition, or other common identity.

S GUARANTEE OF RIGHTS -

No indigenous nation or group shall be deemed to have fewer rights, or lesser
status for the sole reason that the nation or group has not entered inte recorded
treaties or agreements with any state.

b, ACCORDANCE OF INDEPENDENCE

Indigenous nations or groups shall be accorded such degree of independence
as they may desire in atcordance with international law.

5. TREATIES AND AGREEMENTS

Treaties and other agreements entered into by indigenous aations or groups
with other states, whether denominated as treaties or otherwise, shall be recognized
and applied in the same manner and according to the same international "laws and
principles as the treaties and agreements entered into by other states.

r
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6. ABROGATTION OF TREATIES AND OTHER RIGHTS

Treaties and agreements made with indigencus nations or groups shall not be
subject to unilateral abrogation, In no event may the nunicipal law of any state
serve as a defense to the failure to adhere to and perform the terms of treaties and
agreements made with indigencus nations or groups. Nor shall any state refuse
to recognize and adhere to treaties or other agreemsnts dus to changed clrcumstances
where the change in circumstances has been substantially caused by the state
asserting that such change has occured.

e JURISDICTION

No state shall assert or claim or exercise any right of jurisdiction over
any indigenous nation or grouvp or the territory of such irndigenous nation or group
unless pursuant to a valid treaty or other agreement freely made with the lawful
representatives of the indigenous nation or group concerned. All actions on the
part of any state which derogate from the indigenous nations' or groups! right to
exerclse self—determlnatlon shall be the proper concern of existing international
bodles.

8. CLAIMS TC TERRITORY

No state shall claim or retain, by right of discovery or otherwise, the terri-
tories of an indigenous nation or group, except such lands ae pey have been lawifully
acquired by valid treaty or other cession freely made,

9. SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

All states in the Western Hemisphere shall establish through negotiation or
other appropriate means a procedure for the binding settlément of disputes, claims,
or other matters relating to indigenous nations or groups, Such procedures shall

- be mutually acceptable to the parties, fundamentally fair, and consistent with

international law, All procedures presently in existence which do not have the
endorgement of the indigenous nations or groups concerned, shall be ended, and
new procedures shall be ingtitdted consisteant with this Declaratirm,

. 10,  NATTONAL AND CULTURAL INTEGRITY

It shall be unlawful for any state to tazke or permit any action or course of
conduct with respect to an indigenous nation or group which will directly or
indirectly result in the destruction or disintegration of such indigenous nation
or group or otherwise threaten the nationaia or cultural integrity of such nation
or group, including, but not limited to, the imposition and support of illegitimate
governments and the introductidén of non-indigenous religions to indigenous peoples
by non-indigenous missionaries.

1l. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

It shall be unlawful for any state to make or permit any action or course of
cofiduct with-respect to the territories of an indigenous nation or group which will
directly or indirectly result”in the destruction or deterioration of an indigencus
nation or group through the effects of pollution of earth, air, water, or which in
any way depletes, displaces or destroys any natural resource or other Tresources
under the dominion of, or vital to the livelihcood of an indigenocus nation or group.

12. INDIGENOUS MEMBERSHIP

No state, through legislation, regulation, or other means, shall take actions
that interfere with the sovereign power of an indigenous nation or group to determine
its own membership,

13. CON..LUSION

All of the rights and obligations declared herein #hall be in addition to all

rights and obligations existing under international law.
* * *

=
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REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION

PREAMBLE

The Economic Commission of the International NGO Conference on Discrimination
against Indigenous Populations in the Americas ~ 1977 - during two full days of
discussion, heard Indigenous People's organizations and Nations from North, South
and Central America and from a number of representatives of NGO's. This report
sunmarizes these presentations and the discussion in the Commission. '

The indigenous populations and nationsg of the Western hemisphere are suffering

from all forms of genocide, from colonialist and neo-colonist type conditions,

from racism and diserimination, slavery and .onnage, from the most extreme kinds of
economic deprivation including malnutrition and starvation and froum the super-
exploitation of their labour.

These immediate everyday.realities occur under the justification of racist
ideology and Anglo~ or Hispanic cultural superiority, which is used as the pretext
for the continued plunder of the lande, regources and labour of indigenous psople
throughout the Americas,

The expropriation of the wealth, the lands and resources of the indigenous
populations in the Americas resulted in the brutal extermination of 90% of the

: pre-~Columbian population and yielded the vast capital - 40 million dollgrs a year
in gold and silver which guaianteed the rapid economic growth and industrialization
of Europe. o :

Many of ‘the genocldal practices of past centuries - such as extermination,

germ warfare, peonnage, slavery and forced resettlement - are still being used
today in certain countries of the Awmericas - albeit with the use of modern methods,
Indeed there are in some cases actual systematic plans for the future elimination
of indigenous populatione where land and resources are coveted by transnational
corporations.

To these classic genocidal practices must now be added techniques and processes

of the contemporary age, such as birth control, sterilization, various kinds of
forced assimilation, government bureaucratic practices, destruction of the
environment and numerous naticnal "development" programs, which are being employed
in the name of progress.

The colonial~like status of indigenous peoples and nations is dramatically demonstrated
by the fact that they are on the lowest rung of the economic ladder throughout the
hemisphere, They manifest the highest unemployment ~ often 70 to 90% -~ the lowest
wages, the lowest life expectancy - far below that of the dominant societies -

the greatest infant mortality rates, widespread malanutrition and starvation and
appalling health and housing conditions,

Everywhere in the hemisphere; hative peoples are resisting the continuing theft

of their lands and resources, There is growing unity in this struggle which has
resulted in some victories such as the halting by the Dene Nation of the consiruction
of the natural gas pipeline through the MacKenzie Valley of Canada.
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But whenever there is resistance and a struggle to free themselves of the
colonialsim imposed upon them, native peoples have been subjected to the most
severe formsg of repression. For example, the Mapuché people of Chile are
currently experiencing brutal repression, torture and massacres - the total
elimination of all their rights, and they suffer from mass starvation.

Similarly, in North America, leaders of the American Indian Movement and other

indigenous leaders are being killed, jailed, harrassed and met with the full =
force of govermment military power which is carried out against their movement.,

Preamble Documentabion :

1. Draft Report for the Economic Commission

2. Economic Situation of American Indian People Today
3. A Question of Genocide

4. Special Geneva Issue of Akwasasne Notes.

I. MULTINATIONAL CORPORATICNS -

To accommodate the increasing demand for materials and resources and the
inherent profit quest, the multinational corporations have accelerated development
and exploitation of native peoples and resources. A key force in this process in
Latin America is the U.S. economic development and military aid (U.S. ATD, World
Bank, International Development Bank, etc.) This exploitation is imminent due to
the significance of native rescurces. In the U.S. alone, native lands include
approximitely 30% of all coal reserves, 90% of all uranium reserves and 50% of all
overall energy reserves., Indian lands in the U.S5. have produced over 2.7 billion
dollars in cil and gas.

The development and exploitation of these reserves is being initiated and accelerated
at an alarming rate. Government and energy corporations now propose in th: Nnrthern
Plains of the U.S. .alone, 42 power plants to fulfill the needs of eastern uaban
centers. Plans are now implemented without native consultation and input cori the
lends surrounding native areas and in the areas themselves. Specific cases of
unapproved development include the James Bay hydroelectric project (Canada),

the coal development in and around Northern Cheyemmne territory, aggravated
exploitation of eil and other minerals on the Alaskan north slope , the Tucuri
project which affects the Parakanan, Pucurui and Mae Maria indigenous Reserves

and the Hydroelectric Project in Guyana which would flood the whole of the

Akawaio Territory.

Effects of development are the utilization and selling of nonrenewable resources,
especially water. Water is used as a primary energy source in transportation of
energy resources, and in industrial development. In the Northern Plains there are
proposals for 13% water development projects. Water is essential to the survival
of the native nations and guaranteed by agreements. Water is a basic right, yet
coupled with industrial manipulation of water, it is now a tool of genocide.

Where water continues to be used by corporatiens as a component of agri-business,
native p0pu1atlons are threatened by more immediate exploitation. Agri-business
is dependent on an inexpensive, readily available labor supply, which is found
in the rural native populations.
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Native workers are subjected to dehumanizing labor at hopelessly inadequate wages
to stimulate and maintain huge profit margins for multinational corporations.

These businesses are allowed to continue their genocidal policies since they are
considéred essential to the economies of the U.S, and other countries, but present
absolutely no hope or solutions to native pecples.

To better facilitate the exploitation of native labor and resources, colonial
governments in indigenous nations have established asgreements and continue
cooperation with the multinational corporations. These agreements and policies
are conducted without native consultation and are actively imposed on indigenous
peoples. In many cases it is in the economic interests of the governments or
governmental departments to facilitate this exploitation through royalties and
revenues under govermnmental control.

Exploitation of indigenous lands and resources by the multinationals is a
serious problem wreaking crisis on indigenous peoples, for the sake of profits.
Cultures and peoples are mn the brink of armmihilation.

Multinationals Documentation

l. .Map., TU.S. Mineral Reserves on Indian Reservations
2. Coal Gasification. TU.S. Govermment Report.
3.. Energy and Nuclear Policy Statement
4. Black Mesa: the Effect of Development (prl—Navaao)
5. The Black Mesa Crisis ;
6. Water as a Tool of Genocide
T+ Navajo Muneial Development ’
8. Meterological Investigation on the Wupatk: Blowhole System (Water-Navajo)
9. AMAX - War Against Humanity. (Northern Cheyenne)'
10. Natural Resouxces
11, No Last Frontier (Dene-Canada)
12. Outloock for Cluff Lake (Saskatshewan, Canada)
13. Nuclear Power (saskatchewan) -
14. Investigation into the Hiring and Emplcyment Policies ef the Dept.
_ of Noxthern Saskatchewan.
15. The Social-ecdnomical position of the Indians of Surinam
16. Brazil . Rend Fuerst :
17. Intermational Denunciation of the Flagrant Extermination of Indian People
- of the Tahuantin Suyo and the Present Rhodesian Invasion
18. EBilan de 5 ans de dictature en Bolivie
19. Situation of Indigencus Seascnal Migrant Workers in Bolivia and Guatemala
20. ARC Newsletter (Amazon)

IT. ' THE LAND QUESTTION

For indigencus peoples of the Amerlcas the land is sacred. This mother
earth provides the sustenance of all life. The land must be respected, carefully
used, and meticulously restored. The concept of the land being sacred is the
basis of native religions and socigfies.

The quest for power and wealth which has characterized the several hundred years
of colonialism requires super-exploitation of the land and its inhabitants for
imnediate profits and the generation of capital,
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Further the land base of indigenous peoples has been steadily diminished by
colonial exploitation and the result has been a policy of genocide against the
indigenous peoples who stand in the way of the gquest for profits.

Over time, the varicus colonial powers and contemporary U.S. policy have created
a2 variety of distortions and destruction of the native land base. Therefore,
the demands of native peoples regarding the land base vary accordingly.

In the regions of former Spanish colonial rule, namely Central and South America,
masses of indigenous peoples were organised into an agricultural labor force

and as miners with still existing patterns of slavery (Paraguay), peonnage (Peru,
Bolivia, Bualor, Guatemala, Mexico), and migratory labor (especially Mexico,
Central American and some Andean countries.) In these regions the focus of
resistence by native peoples is agrarian reform. These struggles have been
violently crushed, as in the case of the Mapuche in Chile and the Yaqui in Mexico,
and the crushing of a peaceful demonsiration of 15,000 Quecha and Aymara peasants
in Bolivia on Jamiary 30th 1974 resulting in 200 people killed and 400 people
imprisoned.

In areas of Canadian and United States colonial control, land was acquired by
treaty making, a policy which prevailed in the U.5. until 1871, and in Canada %
until 1923, TIn these areas of North America, the legitimacy of colonial powers is
based on treaty agreements through which native nations defined territorial
boundaries and ceded land. Consequently, the land question for many native nations
within the U.S. is a gquestion of treaty guarantees and rights, and sovereignty.
Through unilateral abrogation of treaties by the U.S., the native land base has
diminished to a small fraction of the treaty-defined territories. The Fort Laramie
Treaty of 1868 between the Great Sioux Nation and the U.S., and the 1784 Treaty
between the Iroquois and the United States are notable examples of the treaty-
guaranteed land base which was largely lost.

The removal of the Cherokee, Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creek, and Seminole nations
through forced treaties, under the threat of genocide, guaranteed a permanent
land bage in Oklahoma territory. Today, that land base is practically non-existent.

Other native territories of North America, in Canada and the U,S,, sometimes

through treaties, but most often through ocutright military conquest, were diminished
to a minimum or were entirely erradicated. The process continues today. The

land gquestion for indigenous people in the Eastern half of the U.5. and in parts of
the West, notably California, revolves around the expansion or establishment of

an adequate land base to assure the survival of the people.

The late colonized areas, the Amazonian Basin, the Northwest Territories of Canada,
and Alaska, involves the question of protection and preservation of the native
land base, which is presently the focus for multinational super-exploitation of
resources for profits.

Al1 native lands, however, are threatened by continued reckless exploitation and

call for protection, Multinational corporations, agri-business and ranchers

are accelerating their efforts to separate’ indigenous peoples from their land base.
In areas of majority native populations, the attacks on the land base are particular-’
1y intense and brutal. A plan to allow Rhodesian and other Southern African settlers
to move on to Indian lands in Bolivia is an example of the conscious determination

of colenial govermments to destroy the native land base, -using racism as a
justification. .
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Por all native lands that exist or which might be restored under present colonial
regimes, the gucstionr of economic development is primary. The colonial regimes
and the multinational corporations are based on the profit motive, and view
economic development in terms of exploitation of natural resources and human
labor, for quick profits. At most, neo-colonialism proposed to develop a

native managerial and bureaucratic elite. The result of such development where
it has occured has been further impovrishment of the majority of native people
and loss of non-renewable natural resources (Navajo),

As stated above, the land question is fundamentally an economic question, but

involves the survival of human societies and is, therefore, a moral question,

a guestion of human rights. Native social structures continue to be shattered

by attacks on the land base. With the desintegration of the social structures and ®tiy,¢
is implied in terms of group cchesiveness, the power to resist is limited. A

critical role in the destruction of group cohesiveness and disintegration of

social structures is played by various missionary groupsSmost especially the
"missionary/linquist” (SIL) operating in 10 Latin American countries. Even many

members of the clergy oppose these destructive programs.

The present movements in the western hemisphere to reconstitute native social
structures and to retain, regain, or reform the land base have come to the
attention of the world community, and those liberation movements gain strength

~and unity daily.

Land Question Documentation

1. Dene Nation: The Colony Within (Canada) .

2. Dene Declaration

3. Dene Rights: Supporting Research and Documents. 9 Vol. (available by
Committee)

4. The Fconomic History of the Han De N Sau Nee (Iroquois)

5. Who owns the Land? (land Claims in U.S.)

6. Documents on Agrarian Reform in Latin America.

7. Legal, Economic and Cultural Aspects that Affect Indians of Venezuela
(Prench only)

8. Colonization and Genocide of the Lakota Nations by the U.S.A. (Sioux)

9. The Great Siocux Nation (Sioux Treaty)

10. Declaratior of Principles for the Defense of the Indigenous Nations and

Peoples of the Western Hemisphere.

PLAN OF ACTION

The FEconomic Commission recommends the following Program of Action:

1. That the Fon-govermmental organizations widely publicize the resulis of
this conference in order to mobilize support and aid for the indigenous
peoples of the western hemisphere in their struggles in their homelands.

2. That conferences, seminars and ccolloguia be organised by NGOs, intergovern~
mental bodies on all levels - regional, national, global - with the full
participation of indigenous people, to keep alive the issues that have
come to world-wide attention at this conference, and to hear new testimony
that will be presented in the future.

.O/.
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Plan of Action - dontinued

5.

l‘l.

5.

Establishment of a working group on indigenous populations under the Sub-
Conmission on the Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities
of the Human Rights Commission of the United Nations.

A clear need was expresged by the Economic Commission fér a United Nations
Convention on Discrimination against Indigencus Peoples,

That the United Nations Committee on Decolonization be asked to hold hearings
on relevant problems affecting indigenous populations.

" That the U.N, Committee on Trans-National Corporations conduct investigations

into the role of multinational corporations in the plunder and exploitation of
native lands, resources, and peoples in the Americas,

The presentation 6f all documentation from this conference t6 the General
Assembly of the U.N. and other appropriate bodies of the U.N,.

That the following issues be focussed upon in action taken:

A. TUngualified condemnation of the military junta of Chile for the genocide
being commitited against the Mapuche as well as attacks by other military
and facist dictatorships against native peoples in Latin America, Inrediate
aid to the Mapuche to all.viate starvation and deprivation taking place.

B. Investigation of the inhumane and exploitative use of the labor of
indigencus peoples in Latin América. Steps by the U.N. to effect the
immediate enforcement of the U,N, Convention and Supplementary Convention
on Slavery, with Pariicular Regard to the Forced Labour and Induced
Indebtedness of Indigenous Peoples,

C. Recognition of United States treaties with Native Nations. The Commission
gupports the claims of the Great Sioux Nation to gain the territory
defined by the Fort Laramie Treaty of 1868, as well as all other properly
executed treaties.

D, Support the Dene Nation in their struggle for recognition of theif rights
and self-determination for a Dene Territory and az Dene government,

E. Support the Inuit of Canada in their struggle for recognition of their
rights and self-determination for an Inuit Territory and that no pipeline
be built on Inuit territory.

F. Investigation of the Alaskan Native Land Claims Act in cooperation with
Alaskan Natives,
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Plan "of Action (Cont'd)

G.

H.

I.

M.

N.

Immediate action to arrest the genocide being committed by governments
and multinational corporations and multilateral aid in the Amazon Basin,
including the halting of the Amagon Highway construction and the
Electronate Tucuuri Dam Project.

We call for international protest against the settlement in Bolivia of
white racist colonizers from Rhodesia and Southern Africa,

Immediate halting of strip-mining in the Black Mesa/Four Corners Area
(Navajo-Hopi) and Northern Cheyenne of the United States.

Protection and preservation of existing Native land bases from exploitae
tion by multi-national corporations. ‘

Environmental impact investigation of the exploitation of non-renewable )

natural resources on Indian land, especially water '~ a necessity for
survival.

Support the right of self-determination of aboriginal people in the
development of their land and resources according to their own values
and social structures and laws.

Expel the Summer Institute of Linguistics because of its direct complicity

with multinational corporation activity in Native Lands throughout

Latin America.

The Ecqnomic‘cémmission‘presents the recommendations made by the Lakota

" Nations, the Hau de No Sau Nee {Iroguis Confederation) and the Declaration

of Principles of Indigenous Nations and defense of Indigenous Nations and
peoples of the Western Hémisphere submitted by the delegation from
indigenoua organizations.
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REPORT OF THE LEGAL COMMISSION

The lLegal Commission of the International NGO Conferente on Discrimination
against Indigenous Populations in the Americas met on 21 and 22 September 1977
at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland under the Chairmanship of

Mr. Niall MacDeérmot, "Professor Leyv Entine and Dr. Armando Rojas Smith were
appointed Rapporteurs. The following agenda was adopted: ~

(1) Legal status of indigenous populations

(2) The Land Question

(3) Indigenous laws and courts

(4) Discrimination against indigenous peoples in existing laws and
their application '

(5) Creation of protective Laws.

The Tegal Commission:-

After having.heard declarations of indigenous delegates and representatives of
KGOs and experts of international organisations in the presence of observers
from some 0f the states concerned,

Insisting upon the particular importance of problems ariging from the work of
the Commission,

Seeing the unanimous will to eliminate as soon as possible all discrimination
agdinst indigenous populations and trying to awaken world public opinion to
these problems, with a view to transmit to the UN, to the various international
organisations and to national governments the wishes, the opinions and the
requests eXpressed by the representatives of the indigenous peoples,

Summarises them as follows:—

I. Legal Status of Indigenous Peoples

The subject given greatest consideration by the Commigsion was the question
of self-determination for indigenous peoples. Delegates and participants from
the Northwest Territories, the United States and Central and South America, all
argued in favour of the principle of self-determination for indigenous peoples
and their recognition as nations. Delegates from several indigenous nations,
in particular the Six Nations Confederacy and the Lakota Nation, demanded
imnediate recognition as states under international law based upon treaties
which clearly recognised their status as sovereipgn nations. Delegates also

"expressed concérn for the legal rights of indipgenous nations not represented at

the Conference,

There were two principal gquestions raised in this regard. The Tirst was

that such a position appears to be contrary to the principle of territorial
integrity embodied in the UN Charter and elsewhere., The second was that the
extent of the right to self-determination of peoples, as contained in the
International Covenants on Human Rights, has never been authoritatively defined.
It is not certain whether or which indigenous groups would ¢ualify, and what

is the extent of the right,
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The broad consensus among the indigenous delegates with respect to the

issue of self~determination was embodied in a Declaration of Principles,
Because of its central importance to the deliberations and recommendations

of the Cormission, the text of the Declaration is in the Appendix to this
r6port!ﬁ In general, the Declaration calls for legal recognition of indigenous
nations under given conditions and for self-determination for all indigenous
peoples, The Declaration alsc contains provisions for the protection of
indigenous lands, provisions relating to treatiés, cult¥ral and economic
survival, jurisdiction, environmental protection and other matters.

It is the conclusion of the Commission that the Declaraid on of Principles
reflects a consensus ainong the indigenous delegates and that it represents
a united call for justice which cannot be ignored by the international

. ommunity. The Declaration raises difficult legal gquestions which cannot

be immediately resolved. Therefore, it is the recommendation of the Commission

that the Declaration be given detailed consideration and study by the
appropriate non-governmental organisations, and that the Declaration be
brought to the attention of the appropriate organs of the United Nations.

The Commission also recommends that international instruments, particularly
ILO Convention 107, be revised to remove the emphasis on integration as the
main approach to indigenous problenms,

II, The Land Question

All were agreed that resolution of the land guestion is fundamental to the
attainment of the goals of the indigenous peoples.

Bverywhere in North, Central and South America the indigenous peoples have
been, and often are still being, deprived of their lands in whole or in part,
Usually they are left with territories which are inadeguate to their needs,
divided into parcels which split up their peoples, and they are déprived of
the most fertile lands and the lands richest in natural resources,

In some cases the extraction of water and other resources from the lands
may threaten the very lives of the indigenous peoples, and where this results
with foreknowledge of the risk, may amount to genocide,

Everywhere the courts and the existing legal system have proved inadequate

to bring justice to the clains of the indigenous pecples. Only a political
solution is possible. If this is to be achieved peacefully the first require=
ment is that the Govermments of states recognise the organisations of the
indigenous peoples and enter into meaningful negotiations with themnm,

Various solutions were proposed by spokesmen of different groups. TFor some,
the deprivation of their lands by the conguerors was an act of aggression

and robbery which cannot be condoned or accepted by them; they refuse to
recognise any claims by the white man to land ownership and demand the return
of all their lands to the indigenous peoples. QOthers are prepared to rest
their claims on the territories recognised as theirs in treaties made between
sovereign states. These territories have since been whittled down to small
reserves by means which the indigenous peoples regard as fraudulent, or

which were agreed to by tribal authorities whose validity they do not redognise
and who were usually ignorant of the true consequences of the agreements.
These speakers demand the restoration in full of their tribal lands as defined
in the treaties, Yet others would agree to accept a territory which has been

{(*) Th eclaratiqn, pf igciplas for, the Defense gf the digenous_Nations
Egnpg?pigg Bgn¥ggeﬁ§g'er§ ﬁemlsphﬁﬁf is appenaed %o %ﬂe ﬁlnaf Resoiuu




freely negotiated by their own traditionally elected representatives, being

a territory which would be economically viable for their peoplé and which
would enable their full econowic development at their own page, Other speakers
stressed the need for land reforms which would transfer the ownershlp of land
worked by indigenous people to those who tilled it. Finally, some speakers
stressed the enormous differences, sometimes tenfold, between prices paid

for their lands by foreign immigrants or investors and the prices at which
they were sole to indigenous people; indigenous pecoples should be able to
purchase their lands at fair prices and should receive outside aid for this
purpose.

A1l were agreed that the lands of indigenous peoples should be fully own by
them, including the control and ownsrship of all minerals and other natural
regources, and that these should be exploited or used only as decided by their
true representatives. The lands of the indigenous peoples should be clearly
defined and fully protected by law. ’

In many if not most cases indigenous peoples preferred to own their land
communally. The right to this form of ownership should be recognised inter-
nationally and nationally, and should be fully protected in accordance with
Article 11 of ILO Convention No. 107, an article which, it is said, is observed
in Latin America in practice only in Costa Rica.

The necessary legal services should be made available to indigenous peoples to
assist them in establishing and maintaining their land rights.

The indigenous peoples should be given autonomy to manage and develop their
lands in accordance with their own traditions and culture., This is essential
to their whole way of life, socially and culturally as well as economnically,
Several speakers urged the need for United Nations assistance to persuade !
governments to reach fair solutions to the land problem of indigenous peoples,

One urged that thelr c¢laims should be justifiable bsfore the International

Court of Justice. Another suggested that the recent indigenous legiglation in
Costa Rica might serve as a model for other Latin American countries, One speaker
consgidered that the restoration of the lands of the indigenous peoples wmld '
resgult only from a revolutionary change which restored zl1 the land to the people,

After a full discussion of different aspects of the land problem, the Commission
agreed the following -~

Recommendations

1, The special relationship of indigenous peoples to their land should be
understood and recognised as basic to all their beliefs, custonms,
traditions and culfure,

2. The right should be recognised of all indigencus nations or peoples to
the return and control, as a minimum, of sufficient and sultable land
to enable them to live an economically viable existence in accordance
with their own customs and traditions, and to make possible their full
development at their own pace. In some cases claims to larger areas
may be completely valid and possible of achievement.,

3. The ownership of land by indigenous peoples should be unrestricted, and
should include the ownership and control of all natural resources. The
lands, land rights and natural resources of indigenous peoples should
not be taken, and the land rights should not be terminated or extingulshed,
without their full and informed consent.
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4., The right of indigenous peoples to own their land communally and to
manage it in accordance with their own traditions and culture should
be recognised internationally and natlonally, and fully protected by
law.

5. .In appropriate cases aid should be provided to assist indigenous peoples
dn 30qu1r1ng the land which they reguire, -

6.- Legal services should be made available to indigenous peoples to assist
them in establishing and maintaining their land righte,

7. All governments should grant recognition to the organisations of
indigenous peoples and should enter into meaningful negotiations with
- them to resolve their land problems. .

III. Indigenous Laws ahd Courts

Indigenous laws have existed and still exist among indigenous peoples in certain
countries, Through such laws societies have been able to setile their problens
for thousands of years before the conguest. As a proof of the existence of these
laws one can quote the system of the Iroguois which goes back a great many years
and which éstablishes the way of life of such a nation according to its cultural
traditions, Today the Iroguols traditional councils continue to exercise their
full system of law and custon,

Within the indigenous populations the crime rate is guite low where the traditional
systems as set up by the Chiefs are in effect, but the judicial forums of the
traditional legal systems are not recognised by the legal system of the States.

Customs are the sources of law.

Modern international law establishes that a nation is defined through its own
sovereignty and the principle of self-determination should’ express the freedonm
and the powers of the indigenous courts within their areas,

In Tshuantinsuyo (former Inca nation) thers were codified laws whose names
indicated their nature:

"Ama Sua" or don't become a thief.
"Aima Llula" or don't become a liar.
"Ama Khella'" or don't be idle.

There existed and 5till exist in certain countries such laws which are .applied - -
within communities, However, the legal system egtablished by the States forbids
their application,

The Commission recommends that the traditional law and customs of indigenous
peoples should be respected, including the juriediction of their own forums and
procedures for applying their law and custons, -

IV, Legal Digcrimination

Items nos. 4 and 5 of Agenda:

{4) Discrimination against indigenous peoples in existing lawe and their
application,.

(5) Creation of protective laws,
16




The tone of the testimony and related documentation is best expressed by those
delegates who said: We havé exhansted all legal means ~ the existing laws, courts,
commissions of inguiry, etc, - on the national level, and that is why we have come
to the international arena, to the non~governmental organisations of the United
Nations, for urgent cooperation,

The legal systems and institutions of the various American States have never
taken into account the indigenous péoples and nations, thus serving the interests
of the dominant society exclusively,

Legal discrimination as a means of exploitation is institutionalised in all states,
breing indigenous. peoples to participate in legal structures and systems of law
which are most often detrimental to their interests, This form of discrimination
is digguised variously in public policy as Massimilation", "integration", "incor-
poration™, etc.

Laws are dictated against the will and interests of indigenous peoples and nationg,
purporting to extend "eguality" for people who are economically unegual, These
laws repress also the customs, values and spiritual life of the indigenous peoples,

Even where positive laws éxist which can give rights, these are not enforced by
the oppressor governments, Lack of information, including the suppression 6f
public documents, in some instances, reinforces the violation of these laws,

The proecedures and actions of various bureaucracies like civil servants also
render ineffective indigenous rights. Outsider-imposed systens of justice negate
the inhérent legal right of indigenous peoples to control and regulate their own

affairs,

Among the specific examples, taken from the testimony and documents, are the
following- -

(1) Acts of ocutright aggression by the mllztary-pollce forces ¢f oppressor
governments;

(2) Torture, arrest and false imprisonment (i.e, political prisoners);

{(3) Failure to prevent violence and persecution by racist/neo~fascist -
organisations, mineral companies, land agengs, etc.;

(4) The infiltration and destabilisation of legally-constituted indigenous
organisations by security agents of the oppressor nations;

(5) Controlling or manipulating legal jurisdiction of major crimes, pre-
venting indigenous peoples from being judged by a jury of their peers;
holding veto power over indigenous governments (where they exist);

(6) Failure to respect the fundamental rights of women and children;

(7) Pailure to respect indigenous graveyeards and sacred places,

These and other specific examples given may be sumnmed up, for ameliorative

action, as the right of indigenous peoples and nations to have authority cven

their own affairs. Among the points in M"the indigenous people's declaration',
principles 7, 9 and 10 (i,e, jurisdiction, settlement of disputes, and national

and cultyral integriiy) have particular relevance to this gquestion.

The question was also ralsed of the harmful effects of the transfer of children
of indigenous peoples to non~ ndigenous adoptive or foster parents., The Come

mission recommended that legislative protection should be given to ensure wherever
possible that such children should be placed with families of indigenous peoples,
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ThQ:Commission also recommended that

(1) Indigenous peoples should be given legalassistance to help them in
fornulating agreements they seek to nake with, gOVernments, =1 g. in

" the field of education,

(2) The further settlenent of imnmigrants in the territories of indigenous
peoples should be recogniged as a’ continuing act of racism. It is
wholly intolerable when the immigrants come froi the racist regines
of Southern Africa, as is now propeoséd in parts of South Anerica.

(3 An appeal should be nade to all governnents of the Western Henispyhere
to ratify and apply the following Conventions: -

(i) Genocide Convention
(i1) Anti~Slavery Conventions

(11i) Convention on the Elimination of all Forns of
Racial Discrimination

(iv)  International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

(v) International Covenant on Bconomic, Soc¢ial and Cultural
Rightsg ‘

(vi) American Convention on Human Rights,

The Cormission alsc received three documents from representatives of the
indigenous peoples containing recommendations which they wisk to have considered
and acted upon by the non-governnmental organisations. These documents, which

will be found in the Appendix, are

1.‘ Recommendations by representatlves of the Iroguois Six Nations
Confederacy.
Recommendations by the representatives of the Lakota Nation.

Froposals subnitted by the Liberation Front of Tahuantinsuyo.
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o Appendix « Legal Comnission Report

————

Recommendations of the Representativesof the Six Nations

The following recommendations are submitted to the Lepal Commission by the

representatives of the Hau de no sau nee (The Six Natioms Iroquois Confederacy)
on behalf of our people and the future generations:

1.

Se

The assistance of the NGO's to have our voiece heard and our case stated in
the international commmity. This assistance can be provided in the form
of individual NGO's committing themselves to aid us in attaining full and
formal recognition in the United Mations as the true nations of the
Western Hemisphere.

The assistance in the recovery of our aboriginal land bases for the purpose
of securing sufficient territories for the continuance of our ecultures,
societies and nations.

Positive action on the part of all NGO's to assist us in promoting the
protection and continuance of all things in the natural world.

NGO assistance in bringing about clear and true understanding about the
real nature of our continuing sovereignty and world view.

Finally, in respect to the messages delivered here by all of the indigenous
peoples on behalf of their peoples, their strugrles, and their homelands,
we wish to strongly emphasize that the oppressors oceupving our lands will
be awaiting our return., For many of us, return to our lands and the
future -awaiting us is very unclear. We feel that some may be imprisoned,
others assassinated, still others may be forced into exile. We call upen
you, as fellow human beings, to continue the concerm and sincerity you
have expressed in the passed few days. We call upon you to carry this .
concern to our various lands, to help insure that the leaders or the
participants (people) are not molested or caused any harm or hardships
because we have come here to speak the truth about the realities of our
lives,

Recommendations . of the Representatives of the Lakota Mation

The Lakota Nation recommends the followine actions for non-povermmental

organisations and the intermational community on behalf of the Indigenous
Peoples of the Americas:-

1.

4,

A hearing before the Committee on Decolonisation on:-

a. Legal Status of American Indians under intermational law,
b, Violations of Umited Mations covenants and agreements.

c. Treaty recognition by the United Mations.

d. Land preform, autonomy and increased land base.

Censure by the non-ocovernmental organisations for violations of the 1948
Cenocide Convention by member nations of the (M1, Pressure to be brought
upon the United States of America to ratify the 1948 Cenocide Convention.

Recoonition by individual nations of the multi-national 1268 Fort Laramie
Treaty with the United States of Arerica as a valid intermational document.

This Conference has proved to the world the need for the United Mations to
convene an intermational convention on the same issues in the year 1978,
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Appendix ~ Legal Commission Report

<

Proposals submltted by the leeratmon Front-of Tshuantinsuyo .

1.

2..-

3.

b,

5.

Te

"ovér’a period of 500 vears for which' compensation is ‘demanded.,

Support should be glven to the’ strqule of the indipenous pedples of
South America to rebuild the nation of Tahuantlnsuvo with 1ts own
terrltory, populatlon and movernment, :

The Unlted Natmons shoulSia representatlve of Tahuantinsuyo to submlt

this question to the United Nations Organisation. .

There should be an internmational asreement for the establishment 6? an
international university for the Indian peoples, w1th 1ts main centre
at Kollasuyo (Bolivia). : _ i o . .

The continent of the Western Hemisphere should -be’ correctlv named -
ARYA-YALA, inStead -of receivines throurh the invaders the false name
of Americad - -

The 1nva51on of rac1st whlte men from Phodesia and other countries
should be condemned and termlnated in the territorvy of Kollasuyo' -

“(Bolivia). °

¥
- .

* Detober 12 should be .recosnised as a day of intermational mourning

dotmemorating the exhumations, robberies and slave tradinm practlced

Y

¥

’fNovember 15 should be recognlsed,as tha “Internatlonal Say of the' 
Iﬁdian Peoples", competrorating. the sadistic . and ferocious quarterlnp

by b. horSes of Jullan Apaza ‘Tupae Keotari.. - . .

+
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REFORT OF SOCIAL AND CULTURAL COMMISSTON

ANV Mams et s v m m o e e ne

INTRODUCTION

This Commission has received the privilege and benefit of a large and active
participation by the representatives of the indigencus nations of the Western
.Hemisphere, In expressing our gratitude to the friends we have met here for

their presence and collaboration, we do not wish to forget that their number would
have been greater still were it not for the fact that many have been prevented
from coming by the state authorities of the country where they live, Nor do we
forget that a large number among those who have come will face a serious risk of
persecution on account of their attendance here,

It must be recorded that the primary and fundamental concern of the Amerindian
participants in this Commission has been not simply to denounce the myriad ac¢ts

of injustice perpetrated against them, but to explain their culture and worldeview
to us, so that.we may understand the significance which they themselves perceive

+ in the crimes of the dominant societies imposed on them, Through then we have learnt
of the life and values of the native peoples of Northern and Southern America, and
have.received the vibrant proof, 1f any were still needed, that their culture is
still alive. Those who would destroy their way of life would first have us believe
that this task is already accomplished. We now have proof of the contrary, and

we have received, with gratitude, the message of harmony and respect for all life
brought to us by an ancient people whose culture may still yet be allowed to make
a worthy contribution to the world community of nations.

Having acquired this knowledge, the Commission has received substantial and eloguent
testimony conrcerning the massive and systematie efforts deployed since the beginning
of Buropean colonization, and up to this day, to destroy the basis and existence cf
the indigenous cultures; and we have egually received much valuable information
concerning the Indian movement for the survival of their culture and society, and the
concrete action currently heing taken towards that effect.

It clearly emerges from our work that the Indian communities each have their

own tale of persecution to relate and that each confront their historical situation,
Nevertheless we have heard the Indian participants speak with a united voice in
defense of their way of life and in the call for positive action for its rescue,

It is in this spirit that the Commission has examined the different instances of
cultural aggression, Ethonocide and Genocide in the Americas, The oppression
exercised upon the indigenous communities in the Americas is characterized by high
levels of child mortality, illiteracy, unemployment and even physical elimination,
Special mertion was made in our discussion of the tremendous extent to which this
situation applies under the fasciat and reactionary regimes in South America such as
those in Bolivia, Chile and Paraguay. It was also remarked that similar conditions
exist under other types of government such as those of North America,

I. The destruction of indigenous cultures in the Americas is historically
inseparable from the considerations which motivated and which still motivate
the criminal acts 0f the European colonizers, the primary ¢onsideration being
human exploitation and the greed for land and cheap labour, To destroy a
culture is to destroy the basis for an autonomous society able to defend
the interegts of its members. It is noteworthy that this Commigsion has had
great difficulty in isoclating the destruction of culture from other acts of
genocide, and it is necéssary to constantly bear in mind the links existing

between these phenonena. 21 .




II.

IiI.

Iv.

The pattern of cultural aggression and destructive cultural penetration
may be said to begin at the point of departure for the clilture of the
Indians, d.e. their natural environment, The romoval of Indians from
their traditional houes, the physical corruption of their cerenonial
grounds, the industrial pollution 'of théir natural habitat, all render
impossible the continuation of culture, not only because ite physical
basis is destroyed but because such acts do violence to the systen of -
values possessed by the Indians, The Six~Nation Confederacy in particulal
has stressed the innate importance, in their osulture, of the protection of
the natural world,

Another specific instance of such environmental corruption is that of
mass tourism, with ¢onsegquences also for the moral coherency of the
exploited community,

The destruction of the cultural and social integrity of the Indian peoples
proceeds through the dissolution of community and family bonds and the
dispersal of the indigenous nations through the continent : forced removal
of whole tribes in specific instances is implemented as part of a deliberate
policy of forceable assimilation into the dominant society. The removal

of c¢hildren from their families and people, through the guise of social
welfare programmes, bogus employment projects, foster homes and boarding~
school systens reveals a consistant effort to subvert the autonomous
cohesion of indigenous societies, Children thus removed are placed in
non-Indian cultural environments with the object of alienating thenm fron
their own jdentity.

Patterns of white immigration and colonization reveal specific instances
wherein Indian Conmunities are suddenly transformed into minorities on
their own territory. 1In this respect, special attention must be directed
towards the new programmes for white colonization from Southefn Africa
into South American countries, primarily Bolivia and Paraguay.

The survival of indigenous cultures, and through it the physical integrity
of indigenous communities, is threatened most especially by the direct
imposition and promotion of foreign values, beliefs and ideals among

the Indian peoples, Ample testimony has been received as to the forcible
character of this cultural transposition, particularly in the vast backing
given by private and public scurces for the misgsionary activity of the
various Christian denominations, It must be clarified that not a single
expression kas been heard in the Commission of disrespect towards the
tenets and values of the Christian religion, but it has been deened
inadmissable that Christian missions are given funding and authority

with which to force their spiritual empire on Indian peoples and thereby
subvert their own dynanic,

The content of both state and missionary education is the single umost
pernicious threat to the survival of indigenous culture., The role of
white~controlled and white~operated education asg an instrument of
Ethnocide is effective to the extent that a deep shame and contempt for
their own culture is instilled in the Indian youth, who thereby lose the
elementary basis of confidence and identity that would enabBle then to
resist the final destruction of their national communities,

The onslaught on native culture through education addresses itseli in
the first place against the native languages, both by neglecting education
in Indian languages and by the positive digcouragement of their use,
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VII.

The role of native languages is correctly identified, both by those
who attack their use and those who defend it, as serving to preserve
the essence of culture, The fierce attempts to exterminate, through
punishnent and physical coercion, native languages and to instill a
gense of inferiority in regard to them has been well docunmented in the
presentations made to this Commission, Special nention should be made
of the role of missionary societiss such as the Sunnér Institute of
Linguistice in the campaign against Indian languages.

The absence of official recognition for native languages in governnent and
the judicial system as well as in education is an inhereat attack not

only on the individual rights of Indians but also on their entire cultural
identity and sense of worth,

Various interventions were made on the subject of health and welfare
rogrammes, Pprimarily to denounce the physical reduction of Indian
populations in the guise of health services, Evidence was presented to
show that sterilizations are operated with little or no informed consent
on the part of the women patients, Family=-planning programmes are able
to extend their operation through the use of various threats or positive
inducements, The "godparent" programmes in North and South America are
one instance of the use of material rewards to discourage births, Sone
discussion was also held on specific problems of health among indigent
populations, and the destructicn of Indian Communities through alcocholism
and drug-addiction,

VIII. Religion, and spriritual leaders, are another special object of attack

1.

(legal prohibition, subversion, etec.) especially since these are at the
forefront of resistance to cultural absorption by the dominant society.

A final note nuust be reserved for the various efforts currently taking
place among the Indians of America for the rescue and defence of their
culture, The Conmission heard with much appreciation of movements
initiated by indigenous people all over the Conbtinent to provide their
own education for their children, to promote the use of their language,
to provide foster-care services, family and handicrafts projects, and
generally to assune control over their own lives and protect their cwn
identity as native communities. We have also heard of the represesion
exercised against these movements and the killings and impriseonments
of their leaders,

CONCLUSIONS :

Culture is the heritage of all peoples, Its preservation among a community
is a fundamental guarantee of that community's physical survival and welle
being. It is the human right of all peoples to develop and transmit their
own culture.

Throughout the American continent, national and local authorities are
involved in deliberate acts tending to the destruction of native cultures
and native social systems., In several instances, the nature of these acts
are proof of a clear intent to athieve this result and must therofore

he gualified as Ethnocide,

The commission of Ethnocide must be defined as both a cause and a part of
Genocide, in that the ulterior purpose is the disappearance of the indi-
genous community., Individual acts made with the intent of disruptiag
cultural and socizal bonds (e.g. the separation of children from fanilies)
are also to be characterized as acts of Genocide, and their relation to
acts of physical extermination must be acknowledged,
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4. Culture

Guarantee must be secured where necessary for the right of indigenous peoples
in the Americas to participate in the national life of their countries
wherever they live, on the basis of their own culture, values and ideals.
Cultural and social assimilation into the dominant society must proceed

from the free choice of individuals and never from the coercive effort of the
dominant society.

5. Bducation

The indigenous communities of the Americas must be guaranteed the control

and supervision of both the form and content of education for their people.
Action must be taken both in support of this orinciple and in opposition to

the subversion of Indian society and culiure by existing methods and programmes
of education.

6. Family and Community

The indigenous population of the Americas must be protected from the following
practices by govermment, Church or private agencies.:

1. Sterilization operations in the absence of free and informed consent

2. Adoption, spomsorship and fosber-home programmes that remove Indian
children from their native community and culture.

3. Medical-experimentation practices made alt the rigk of the health and
integrity of their subjects.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Conference is requested to call upon all NGOs to apply the fellowing :
1. to respect and implement the above conclusiong in all relevant circumstances.

2. to undertake all possible action to promote respect for the cultural and
integrity of indigenous populations of the Americas. Such respect should be
egspecially promoted among local and national governments and appropriate
intergovernmmental crganizations, and be based on the conclusions enunciated in
this document.

3. to give all possible financial and moral support to efforts initiated
by American Indimans in defence of their culture and society, and in . .
particular to the varicus education programmes launched by Indian movements.

4. to regerve special attention to the policies of ethnocide and genocide’
practiced against the indigenous tribes of non-Andean South America and to
call upon the governments of Brazil, Paraguay and Colombia to provide all
necessary gudrantees for the protection of these populations.
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Dacumenta

The following documents wore presented at the Conference to
support the e¢laims of the indigenocus peoples of the Americas. These
documents are located in the Library of the Inatitut Hsnry-Dunant,
114 rue de Lausanne, Geneva, Switzerland.

Land Rights

U.3. Indiangi@eneral

Forty-First Congresa. Sess,.l1II, Ch, 120. 1871. Yankton Tribe of
Sioux. No Indian natien or tribe to be roeognized ag a power with whom
to make a ftreaty. Existing troaties not affected. 1 p.

The Indian Reorganizatisn Act of 1934. 5 pp. [June 18, 1934]

P.L, 68-233--Citizenship Act--June 2, 1924. 1 p. [All non-citi-
zon Indians are declared citizens ]

MC LAUGHLIN, Robert: Who Owns the Land. 4 Wative American Chal-
lenge., Juris Doctor Magazine, September 1976, 17-25

Chickssaw, Choctaw, Cresk, Cherockes etc.

Fifty-Fifth Congress, Sess. II. Chs, 502,503, 1898; Ch. 517,
1898, An Act for the protection of the people of the Indian Taerritory,
and for other Purposes. 20 pp. [Allotment of lands |

Dene

Agreement in principle between the Dene Nation and Her Majesty
the Queen in right of Canada. Presented to the FPederal Government on
October 25, 1976. 4 pp.

Dene Nation--the colony within. Ed., Mel WATKINS for the University
League for Social Reform, Toronto-Buffalo: Un. of Toronto Press 1976.
189 pp, [A revision and abridgement of material presented at the Mac-
kenzie Valley Pipeline Inquiry (Berger Inguiry) by the Dene themselves
and by others on their behalfﬁ

Dene Declaration. Statement of Righis. poster.

Iroguois

8lst Cong. 2nd Sess. Ch, 946, 947--Sept. 12/13, 1950, To confar
Jjurisdiction on the courits of the State of Haw York with respect to
oivil action between Indians or tn which Indians are parties. .2 pp.

The Economic History of the Hau De No Sau Hee. Prepared for the
Non~Governmental Organization's Conference. Typescript 23 pp. Cf.
"Akwesasne Notea" Fall 1977, 21-24. [Hau De No Sau Nee--"People of the
long Houge"--gix Nations of the Iroquois

Ganienkeh Ne Iajiak Nchononwentsakeh Kanonsonnionwe. To the Non-
Governmental Conference on Indigenous Peoples., Typescripi, 4 pp.
[Community of the Mohawk Nation founded 1973 )]
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Publlc Law 88.- 535——Aué? 31, 1364 “To guthorize payment for
certain interests in lands withln the Allegheny Indian Regervation in
New York, required by the United States for. the Allegheny River (Kinzua
Dam) project, to provide for the relocatlon, rehabllltatlon, gocial
and economic development of the members of the Seneca Natlon, and for
other purposes. 6 pp.

Preaty with the Six Nafjions 1784. Articles concluded at Fort
Stanwix, 22 October 1784, 2 pp.- .

: Treaty with the Six Nations 17%4. 4 Treaty betwecen the United
States of “America and the Tribes of Indians called the Six Nations, 4 pp.
[November 11, 1794]

Treaty with the New~Iork Indians, 1838. Articles of a treaty made
and concludgd at Buffdlo Creek the 15th da¥y of January 1838, 15. PP

Lakota . ' ) -

Colonigation and’ Genoclde of :the Lakota Nation by the United
States of America. Typescript 42 pyp. [Contents. Introd. and Prayer; II.
Religion; The Structurc of “the Lakots Natlon"Lakota Government and Social
Structures; III., The Coming of Western Civilizatiohj IV. Wars and Trea-
* ties between the Lakota Nation and the United States; V. Colontzation
ind Genocide--The Colonial Context. of Lakota Territory; Dependency,
Genocide ahd the (olonial Structure in Ldkots Terrltory, Pine Ridge. and
Standing Rock, a Brief Case in Point ] .

The United States’ Illegal Occupatlon of the Black Hills: 100
Years of Continuing Injustice, Ed. Institute for the Development of
Indian Law, Inc. (Robert T, Coulter, Alex Sklblna) 12 pp.Typescrlpt.

ORTIZ, Roxanne Dunbar: The Great Sioux Nation. Slttlng in Judge-
ment on America. An Oral History of the Sioux Nation and its Struggle
for Sovereignty. Based on and containlng testimony heard at the "Sioux
Treaty Hearing" h2ld December 1974 in Federal Distriet Court, Lincoln,
Nebraska. Introd, Vine DELORTA, Jr.-New York: Americaft- Indian Treaty
Council Information Center; Berkeley, Chllf + Moon Books 1977. 224 PDa
[Blbllogr. 218-224] -

Alaskan Natives Claim Settlement Act of 1971 (ANCSA). Ms, 3 pp.
[Contents. This U.S., gov't act is contested because of “easements" on
land given to Alaskan natives, because of. end of ftax-exempt gtatus in
1991, because of possible logs of shares of the "Regional Corporations"
to out31ders]

Venezue;g Indians

CCAGRO, Coagro propone wuna politica alternativa de emergencia para
enfrentar el grave problema de la tenenoaa de la. tierra. "E1 National"
(Venezuela) 1lw 9.1977, 2 pp. :

Curso de Capacltatlon para Organlza01ones Economicas Indigenas.
Marco Conceptual ¥ Metodologia. Ed. Universidad Central de Venezuela.
Paculdad de Ciencias Economicas ¥y Sociales. Egcuela de Sociologia ¥y
Antropologia (Gerald Clarac N.) Typescript, 4 pp.

-

Memoria. Programa de Desarrolo Indigena. Institute Agrario Naoi-
onal. Agosto 1971-Marzo 1974. Caracas, Marmo 1974, 21 pp.
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Melr Merhav y la agricultura en Venezuela., "E1 Campo" 29 de
Junio de 1975, 36-42

Después de 17 A¥Nos de Reforma Agraria. Deprimente Balance Pres-
enta el IAN al Anunciar Nuevo Rumbo Agrario, "El Universal" 6.8.77, 1 p.

ESTEVES, Juliod Sintesis evaluativa de la reforma agraris en
Venezuela, No. spec. Opinion Agraria (1977) no. 11, erero,16-20

HERNANDEZ, Juan Iuis: Conflito de Intereses en la Agricultura
Venezolana. 7 DP.

- Lags fuerzas sociales en el campo venezolana.
No. spec. Opinion Agraria (1977) no. 11, enero, 2-15

MARTEL, A,: Log nuevog mecanismos de financiamento para la agri-
cultura. No. spec. Opinion Agraria (1977) no. 11, enero, 82-84

MICHEO, Alberto: Un libro que zanja una polemica. rec. E. RUIZ:
Los dos milliones del Fondo de Crédito Agropecuaric, 3 pp.

REGALADO, Rosita: Nuevo Rumbo a la Reforma Agraria. Anuncio el
presidento del IAN., "El National" (Venezuela) 6.8.77, 2 pp.

TURON, Simeon Jimenez: YE'CUANA: Aspects legaux, economigues et
culturels gqui affeoctent les populations indigenes au Vonezuela. Type-
seript, 59 pp. Append. Mapa Etnografico de Venezuela y Regiones Adya-
centes.,

Multinationals

United States

[The Peoples Grand Jury, Washington, D.C.:] The AMAX War againsi
Humanity. A case study of a Multinationsl Corporation's Robbery of
Namibia Copper and Cheyenne Coal. Ed. Peoplés Grand Jury Committee,
Sept. 19, 1977; 35 pp.

The Black Mesa Crisis. Typescript, 11 pp. [Cont. Laend and Life
(Hopi and Navaho)j; Blsck Mesa Project; The Mine (threat to Water Tables,
runoff dangers); The Tribal Councils; The Plants (air pollution, water
pollution and salinization}; the Power (who owns the Plants, who gets
the Power)jReferences.]

Energy and Nuclesr Policy Statement. A Statement of tho Friends
Committee on National Legislation. Approved at the Annual Meeting,
Vashington, D.C., January 25, 1976, 2 pp.

Map. U.S, Coal Reserves, Uranium Resources A;0g4 (in tons).
Federsal Indian Reservations, not including state éeservations. Bureau
of Mines Bulletin 1C 8531 (1971); Potential Uranium Resources ERDA, 1 p.

Natursl Resources Documentation, We Will Remember Survival Group,
29 pp. [Cont, Position Paper, 5 pp.; Carter's Energy Plan; Uranium in
the Black Hills; 0il Spills; Uranium in the Orkneys; Coal Production
in Wyoming: IList of "known corporations involved in taking the world's
regources and those on Indian lands"j; Facts about Multinational Corpor-
ations (o0il, gas, uranium) ]

A Recurring Problem: Loan Guarantees for Coal Gasification (HR
12112). PCNL Legislative Memorandgg, June 3, 1976, 1 p.



BRIGGS, Bill (Archeologist)--MILLER, Allen (Geologist)~--SARTOR,
Doyne (Metworologist): Meteorological Investigation of the Wapatki
Blowhole Systen’, "Plateau'™, the Quarterly of the Museum of Northern
-Arizona 37 (1964) nc. 1, -26-34 [Doyne Sartor on Nov. 11, 1976: "There
is a great deal of underground water phenomenon in that area. Large
flows of underground water, long channels of caverns, activity of sink-
ing surfaces in areas secemingly not directly related, The danger of
releasing or blocking this undeérground structure should be investigated
and considered before any large-scale mining processes were to Begin.“]

DUNBAR, Elizabeth: Black Mesa. The Effect of Development. Type-
script, 17 pp. [cont. -Black Mesa angd the Hopi Way of Life; Hopi Tradi-
tionals and the Tribal Council; Hopi and Navaho Bconomic Development;

Four Corners Regignal Commission; Urban Developement Plan; Committee to
Save Black Mesaj the Los Angeles Campaign; Indian Land Issues; References ]

HUFF!NG, Lqrréine-Turner:.Navaho Mineral Development. Dept. of
Economics, Adelphi University. Typescript, 48 pp. Bibliogr. 4 pp.

Canada

. -Dene Nation. The Colony Within, BEd. Mel WATKINS for the University
League for Social Reform. Toronto/ Buffalo: Univ. of Toronto Preass 1977,
189 pp. Cf. "Statements to the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline Inguiry"(pp. 3-
20) 3"Resources" (pp. 21-102)

An Invegtigation Into the Hiring and Employment Policies of the
Deopartment of Northern Saskatchewan. Summary Report of the Saskatchewan
Human Rights Commission. Saskatchewan, July 1977. Typescript, 41 pp.

No Last Frontier. Dene Nation. The Struggle of Canada's Internal
Colony for Self~Determination. Risk (publication of the World Council
of Churches, Geneva) 1977, 44 pp. Bibliogr. 3 pp.

EDWARDS, .Gordon: Nuclear Power: A New Dimension in Politics.
"Al{ernatives" 5 (1976) no. 2, 26-29 (Distributed by the Saskatoon
Environmental Society)

TWIGG, John: Outlook cloudy for Cluff Lake. "The Financial Post",
August 27, 1977, 1 p. [Amok Ltd.'s proposed $135 million mine (uranium)
and mill project in N. Saskatchewan

(More material under "Canada in General". See below)

Latin America

The Amazon Basin. The ﬁlaska‘of South America. Peru: Digease and
Dislocation: Legacies of the 0il Boom. "ARC (Anthropology Resource
Center)} Newsletter" vol. 1, no. 1, march 1977, 6 pp.

The Electronorte Tucurui Project. Typescript, 1 p. [Brazil:
devastating consequences for three indigenous reserves

A Survey of Mineral-Resdurce Extraction in Brazil. Ed. Latin
American working Group. Box 6300. Station A, Toronto. Typescript,

54 pp. -

DAVIS, Shelton H,--MATHEWS, Robert 0.: The geological Imperative.
Anthropology and Development in the AmazZon Basin of South America. Ed.
Anthropology Resource Center, Box 90, Cambridge, Mass, November 1976,
106 pp. Bibliog. 2 pp. . .28
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DAVIS, Shelton: Highways and the Future of the Yanomamo. 9 pp.
(portion of book) [By the author of Victims of the Miracle. Development
and the Indians of Brazil. Cambridge Univ. Press 1977]

The Situation of Indigenous Seasonal Migrant Workers in Bolivia
and Guatemala. Paper submitted by the Committee for Indigenous Peoples
of the Anti-Slavery Society to the Economic Commission of the NGO
Conference on Indigenous Peoples of the Americas, Typescript, 9 pp.

ARTIST, Drs. A.R.: The social~economical position of the
Indians in Surinam. Ed., Indian organization KANQ, Surinam, Typescript,
4 pp.

HUENUMAN, Rossendo: Sobre el Problema Indigena en Chile. Type-
gscript, 4 pp. tR, Huenuman--Dirigente de la Confederacion Nacional de
Campesinog e Indigenas "RANQUIL" y diputado por la provincia de Cautin]

RODRIGUEZ, N.J.: Bases Para La Comprension de la Discriminacion
en Contra de los Indigenes en America Latina (Breve esquema). CADAL.
Apdo, Postal M. 2405 Mexico 1, D.F. Mexico. Typescript, 6 pp.

TAKIRI, M, International Denunciation of the Flagrant Extermina~
tion of Indian People of the Tahuantinsuyo and the Present Rhodesian
Invasion, Distrib., by ISMUN, 5, ch. des Iris, 1216 Cointrin, Genéve,

8 pp. [Cont., Manifesto "International Denunciation"; Map of Bolivia
(location of proposed Rhodesian settlement); Letster (french trans.)
from Guido Strauss Ivanovic, undersecy. for Migration--Bolivia to Juan
Leghin Suarez, Minister of Planificgtion and Coordination, about
encouraging 30,000 families of Rhodesia and Namibia to emigrate to the
Beni area of Bolivia]

United States

General

The Third International Indian Treaty Conference, Standing Rock
Sioux Reservation, Wakpala, South Dakota, June 15-19, 1977. Compil.,
Bd., Marian WING. Contrib. Russell MEANS, Marie SANCHEZ, Paula GIESE,
Philip DEERE. 29 pp. [Conference attended by over 1,000 Indian people
from more than 50 tribes]

[International Indian Treaiy Counoil:] A Question of Genocide.
Typescript, 29 pp. [Cont. Native Americans in the United States; Steri-
lizations; Child Stealing: BIA Boarding Schools; Health Situation on
Native Americans; Land and Resources; Air Pollution; Dept., of Energy
Bill; Military and Legal Repression; Wounded Knee-1973 Pine Ridge Res-
ervation, 8. Dakota; Paramilitary Operations; Partieular Attacks on
American Indian Movement

SOLOMON, Art: What is A.I.M,? AIM is native people saying to a
brutal society, "if you have nothing more sacred than money to live
for, we DO." Polycop. 1976, 8 pp.

International Law

[International Indian Treaty Council: ] August 17, 1977. To:
United Nations Economic and Social Council, Sub-Commission on Preven-
tion of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities. Typescript, 2 pp.
[General conditions of U.S, Indians] 29




[Intefnetional Indian Treaty Council:] American Indians and
International Law. Typescript, 42 pp. [Cont. International Law in the
Discovery Period; History of Colonization; Indian Nations as Sovereigns;
Treaties; Conguest; Indian Nations are Sovereignsg; United States
Viclations of United Nations Lawj; Violations of the Charter of the Uni-
ted Nations; Universal Declaration of Human Rights; International Coven-
ant on Bconomic, Social and Cultbural Rights (not in foroe--US not a
party); United Nations Declaration on Elimination of all Forms of Racial
Discrimination; International Conv-ntion on the Elimination of all Forms
of Racial Discrimination; Convention Against Digecrimination in Education
(in force); Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genpcide; Resolution 2465 (XXIII) on Implementation of the Declaration
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples]

HASSELBRINK, Gerald: Native Rights to Territorial Sovereignty under

International Law [For the Geneva Conference, Sept. 1977] Typescript,
37 pp. [Cont. Origins and Use of Terminology; Conflict of Laws (Inter-
territorial Conflicts, Intertemporal Conflicts); Sovereignty; Modes of
Acguisition of Territorial Sovereignty; Historical Survey (ancient law
and practice; Wezctern law and practiceT

RYAN, Joe: Indian Nations Compared to other Colonies. Typescript,
36 pp. [Cont. Colonialism Defined; Colonization by Europe, continued by
U8, continues yet today; Changes in the laws of territorial acquisition
and self-determination; Indian Nations are not different from other
Colonies--Indian Nations are not distinct from the US-~Indian Nationa
are not integrated intc the US-~Geography should not control Decoloniza-
tion Committee Decisions; what the U.N. should do]

SKIBINE, George T.: Underlying Principles in the Law of Discovery
in the Spanish Eupire [For the Geneva Conference, Sept. 1977] Typescript,
20 pp-,[con35 Th=s Rowman Church; Bartholomew de las Casas; Francisco
de Vitoria; Rabelais, etc, ] Bibliogr. 2 pp-.

National Law

[International Indian Treaty Council:] American Indian Prisoners
in the United States and Canada. Typescript, 42 pp. [cont. Comparative
Parole Treatment of Amewican Indian and Noj-Indian Inmates of U.S.
Federal Prisona, Fiscal Years 1973, 1974; State of Nebraska: Statistical
Anglysis ol Rates oi Release by Discretionary Parocle of Inmates for 1972,
1973; by Race; Indians in South Dakota's Correctional System; Indian
Prigoners _in the State of Oklahoma; American Indians in Canadaj; Case
Histories]

[International Indian Treaty Gouncil:] History and Goals of the
American Indian Movement (4.I.M,) Typescript, iv, 92 pp. [Cont. Ameri-
can Indian Movement ard International Indian Treaty Council; "United
States Violations of Human Rights of American Indians. With Case His-
tories"]

[International Indian Treaty Council:] The Human Rights Case of
Byron de Sermaj of Yvonne wanrow; of Paul Skyhorse and Richard Mohawk;
of Dick Marshall; Johnson Warledo and the Seminole Defendants; of Anns
Mae Aquash; of Leonard Peltier; of John Waubanascum, Arlin Pamanet,
Quill Chevalier, Mike Sturdevant; of Dacajeweiah (John Hill); of Herb
Powleas. Typescript, 21 pp.

Law Enforcement in the United States and its Relationship to the
American Indian. Prepared for the American Indian Movement by the Native
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American Solidarity Committee. Typescript, 23 pp,‘[Cont Wounded
Knee; FBI Activities on Pine Ridge Reservation; Menomlnee Indians; New
York State {Attica Prison) ]

Law Enforcement in the United States and its Relstionship to the
American Indian., 2 vols, Prepared for the American Indian Movement by
the Native Amorican Solidarity Committee., Typescripts, Manuscripts,
approx. 500 pp. [Cont. Overview; II. The Military; I1I. The Federal
Bureau of Investigation; IV The Department of Interior and the Bureau
of Indian Affairs; V. State and Local Agencies; VI. The Criminal Justice
and Penal Systems. Testimonies and Documents concerming the treatment of
Indians, especially those related to the Lakota and Menomini, and the
Wounded Knee Troubles (1975)]

In the Matter of the Extradition of Leonard Peltier. Political
Character Submission, to the Honourable Ron Basford, Minister of Justice.
Typescript. Contrib. Donald J. ROSENBLOOM, Stuart RUSH (Co-Counsels for
Leonard Peltier), 31 pp. [Cont. Personal hlstory of Leonard Peltier; The
History of A.I.M.; The Present Relationship of A,I.M. to United States
Gov't; The charges against Leonard Peltier; American Gov't Misconduct--
Government Misconduct and the American Indian Movement; Amnesty Inter-
national; The Law on Political Character Offenses; Summation ]

[International Indian Treaty Council:] United States Violations of

the Human Rights of American Indians. With Case Histories. Typescript,

93 pp. [Cont. Indian Health Service (IHS); Health of the Navaho; IHS

in Navaho area; Bureau of Indian Affairs Schools; Wounded Knee and
Aftermath; FBI Misconduct; Indian Women and IHS Sterilization Practices;
Mistreatment of Indians-Case Studies: Leonard Peltier, Leonard Crow Dog,
Russell Means, Anna Mae Aquashj; Norma Jearn Serena; Paul Skyhorsc, Rich-

ard Mohawk; Menominee Warrior Societys Seminole Treaty Indiansji Dennis
Banks; Ka-~Mook Banks, Jo Ann Yellow Bird%

COULTER, Robert T.: The Denial of Legal Remedies to Indian Natlons
under United States Law. Typescript 1977, 20 pp. Ed. Institute for the
Development of Indian Law, Inc.

[Institute for the Development of Indian Laws | COULTER, Robert:
Report to the Traditional Kikmongwis, Religious Societies and People
of the Hopi Nation Concerning Docket No. 196. Mypescript, 8 pp. [Con-
cerns settlement of $5 million by US Indian Claims Commission for Hopi
land. The Institute for Development of Indiarn Law supports traditional
Hopis esgainst this settlement ]

GOODSPEED, Lucindas: The American Indian Movement. Typescript 1973,
21l pp. BEd. Native American Solidarity Committee, P.0. Box 3426 St, Paul,
Minnesota 55165, [Cont. History of Relationship between US gov't and
Native American Nations in the US from the time of first European settlers,
etc.; History and Goals of AIM; The Survival Schools; The Nebraska Oper-
.ations; Trail of Broken Treaties 1972; Wounded Knee Occupation 1973; Three-
Point Programp 1974; International Indian Treaty Council; The Second
International Indian Treaty Conference; Background on Resources of Native
Nations; Case of the Indian Nations in the U.N.; Political Demands of AIM]

Lakota Nation

[Native Americen Solidarity Committee: | FBI Continues COINTERPRO
Tactics Against Native Americans. Operation BICENT Revealed. Polycop.,

3 pp.
Judicial Opinion, Mario Gonzalez, Chief Justice, Rosebud Sioux
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Pribal Court, Rosebud, South DaKota., Booklet, 6.pp. [Concerns the
expulsion of Wm. Janklow from the practice of law on Rosebud Reserva-
tion, 31 October 1974]

A Lakota Prayer. Presented September 20 to the International NGO
Conference on Indigenovs People of the Americas. Conférence internation-
ale des ONG sur la discrimination & l'égard des populations indigénes,
Palais des Nations, Genéve, Suisse .

[Institute for the Development of Indian Law, Inc.: | The United
States Illegal Occupation of the Black Hills: 100 Years of Continuing
Injustice. A Summary of the Black Hills Case Prepared for the Conference
Sept., 1977 in Geneva. Contrib. Robert T, COULTER, Alex SKIBIN, Curtis
BERKEY., Typescript, 15 pp. Dated August 22, 1977. With notes.

[Institute for the Development of Indian Law, Inc.:]| The United
States! Illegal Occupation of the Black Hills: 100 Years of Continuing
Ijjustice. Contrib. Robert T. COULTER, Alex SXIBIN.- 1977, 12 pp.

[Cont., The 1868 Treaty of Fort Laramie; The 1877 Act of Congress; The
Historical and Legal Setting at the Time of the Taking; From the 1871

Act which Abrogated Treaty Making to the Lone Wolf v, Hitchcock Decis-
ion which Abrogated Treaty Rightsj The Sioux People's Struggle to End the
United States! Illegal Occupation of the Black Hills; The Indian Claims
Commission Act of 1946 and its Inherent Injustice; The Proceedings of

the Claims Commission

Maps-~ Upper and Lower Yanktonai and Teton Sioux Prior to 1868;
Territory of the Teton, Santee and Yanktonai Sioux Treaty April 29,
1868; Territory of the Sioux Tribe, Act of Feb, 28, 1877; Territory
of the Bioux Tribe, Agreement Mar, 2, 18893 Territory of the Sioux
Tribe 1935. 5 pp.

Pogition Paper for Prisconer Rights Committee of "We Will Remem-
ber" Survival School., Tygpescript, 27 pp- [A.IOMa Statement on April
6y 1976 Hearings in Senate Subcommittee On Internal Security, by
Rugsell Means; "The Criminal Cecde Reform Act of 1977" Analysis by
Esther Herst, NCARL Washington Cordinator; S5-1 Crime Bill/Freedom
Against the Wall; Letter of Donald Holman, Sioux, to Governor of S.
Dakota; Statement by Leonard Peltier, May 13, 1976 ]

A Sampler for Social Change. The Newsletter of the Bducation for
Peace Project. January 1976. Learning from Native Americans. 36 pp.
[Cont., Articles on Survival Schools in Minneapolis, Minnesota]

1868 Treaty Abrogation. 5 pp. Exerpt from boock. [Cont. The War
. Plan; Commissioner Mannypenny's Views; Abrogation of April 29, 1868
Treaty of US with Sioux and Arapaho ]

Treaty with the Sioux--Brulé, Oglala, Miniconjon, Yanktonai,
Hunkpapa, Blackfeet, Jutheat, Two Kettle, Sans Arcs, and Santee--and
Arapaho 1868, Articles of a treaty made and conculded between Lt. Gen.
Wm. T. Sherman et. al, duly appoin¥ed commissioners on the part of the
- U.S8. and the different bands of the Sioux Nation of Indians, etc. 10 pp.

"We Will Remember" A,I.M, Survival School. Rapid City, South
Dakota, Prisoner Rightas and Legal-Aid Committee Situdents [Report].
Polycop. 6 pp. [Statistics; Comparison of Arrests)

Qklahoma-Indian Territory

Early Cases Arising from Indian Removal Actions. Cherokee Nation
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v, Georgia 1831; worcester v. Georgia 1832. 16 pp. In: "Sovereignty and
the Flow of Power" (book). [Opinions of Chief Justice Marshall about
Cherokees and Georgia

The Indian Removal Act. 4 Stat. 411 (1830) 1 p. Approved May 28,
1830 [Giving the President of the United States power to remove Indian
nations to new 1and]

[45th Congress. 2nd Session. Senate:] Letter from the Secretary
of the Interior Communicating, in answer to a Senate resolution of
April 17, 1878, information in relation to the decisions of that depart-
ment upon the rights of Indians tO impose taxes in the Indian Terri-
tory. 54 pp. [Cont. Correspondence in 1877 and 1878 about Chickasgaw
and Choctaw taxation on outside persons settling on Indian lands]

Memorial of Delegates from the Indian Territory, Protesting
Against the Passage of the Bill to Organize the Territory of Okla-
homa, June 12, 1878, Referred to the Committee on Territories. 5 pp.
["Do the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States, the
undersigned delegates representing the Cherokee, Choctaw, Chickasaw,
Creek and Seminole Nations of Indians" -against the "allotment sys-
tem" which will destroy the Nations.]

[44th Congress, 1 st Sesgion, House of Representatives:} The
Organization of the Indian Territory. To Accompany Bill H.R. 1709.
Report of the Committee on Indian Affairs on the Bill H.R. 3922 to
provide for the organization of the Indian Territory. November 27,

1877. 3 pp.

[45tn Congress, 2nd Sess., House of Representatives:]| The Trans-
fer of the Indian Bureau to the War Department. February 25, 1878--
Committed to the Committee of the wWhole House on the State of the
Union and ordered to be printed, Mr. Scales, from the Committee on
Indian Affairs, submitted the following Report to accompany Biil H.R.
3541. 20 pp. Contrib, N.H. Van Vorhes, J.H. Stewart. [Advises
against such transfer. Discussion of Indian reaction %o force]

Economic Questions

Economic Situation of American Indian People in the United
States., Ed. Intermational Indian TFreaty Council. United Nations Office,
777 United Nations Plaza, Suite 10F, New York, N.Y. 10017. Typescript,
24 pp. [Cont. Indian Rights and Energy Development in the Missouri
River Basin. A Brief Analysis; Charts of Missouri River Basini Strip-
Mining on Indian Reservationss Hopi-Navaho Operation. Coal Gasification
on Navgho Lands; Northern Cheyenne: Coal Stripmining and the Environ-
mental Effects ]

LIPTON, Charles: Dealing with Developers: (1) Forms of Agree-
ments; (2) Government Negotiation. Technigques and Strategies;bg) Fis-
cal Aspects of Negotiating. Third World Mineral Development Agree-
ments, Typescripts 55 pp, 22 pp, 4 pp (the last an article in "Trans-
actions" vol. 260 (1976) march). [The author is international attorney
and advisor to Americans for Indian Opportunity]

Water Rights

Dams as Weapons. Ed. International Indian Treaty Council, 11 pp.
[Cont. Collection of newspaper and journal clippings about water as a
weapon againgt Indians; In Oregon, James Bay, Canada; Missouri River;
Central Arizona; South Dakotag N.%% Canada |




Indian Water Rights. Typescript 13 pp. [Legal Issues; Federal
Law; Recent Federal Actions; Water Diversion Schemes

Land, Water and People. A field Report by Charlotte Meagham.
In: American Friends Service Committee "Update", June 27, 1977. Type-
script 8 pp. [Concerns the Rio Grande River and New Mexico: Land Owner-
ship and Administration; Land Use]

Law as Cover-Up. Ed. International Indian Treaty Council, 9 pp.
Clippings, photocopiles. [Cont. Indian water and fishing rights in
Wyoming; Washingion State; Steve NICKESON: "Floating Through Lawyer
Land with United States v, Akin"(Colorado Water Rights)]

Water as a Tool of Genocide. Water as a Basiec Human Right. Ed.
International Indian Treaty Council. Typescript, 11 pp. [Coal and
Water in SW USA; "Dry Death in ArizonaM; Black Mesa (Water)]

Resources in General

[ Workshop on Natural Resources, International Indian Treaty
Council: ] Natural Resources. Typescript, 10 pp. [Cont. History of
Native Land and Natural Resource Rights; The Law of Water Rights--the
Law of Natural Resources; Violations of Native Rights (e.g. pro-
posed Missouri River Development); Sovereignty and Treaty Rights:
Reestablishment of Native Sovereignty--Control of resource develop-
ment according to iraditional values--aid and investment from other
nations welcomed, but development to proceed according to Native spiri-
tual ways)

Culture, Education, Religion

Work from Workshops held at %rd International Treaty Conference
Youth Organizations Survivel School Students. Typescript, 7 pp. [cont.
Boarding Schools, Foster Homes, Public Schools; Law Enforcement and
Reformatorics; Urban Schools and Reservation Schools

Equal Rights to all Religious Dencminationg Among Indians. March
3, 1879~-~-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the State
of the Union and ordered to be printed. Mr. Scales, from the Committee
on Indian Affairs, submitted the following report to accompany Bill
H.R. 7718, 2 pp.

Thirteenth Annual Report of the Board of. Indian Commissioners
for the Year 1881. Washington: Government Printing Office 1882, 93
pp. [Cont, Report of the Purchasing Uommittee; Reports of Migsion
Societihes (Friends, Baptist, Congregational, Episcopal, Presbyterian,
Methodist, Catholic); Journal of the Eleventh Annual Conference with
Repregentativea of Missionary Boards]

[47tn Congresas, 2nd Session., House of Representatives:]
Foqrtéenth Annual Report of the Board of Indian Commissioners for
the Year 1882, Washington: Government Printing Office 1883, 67 pp.
[Cont. "Report of B, Whittlesey on the Indian Territory" (situatidn
of Cherokees, Oreeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws); Reports of Religious
Socileties; List of Indian Agencies formerly assigned to the Several
Religioun Denominations; List of Indian Agencies and Agents]

BEAVER, R, Pierce: The Churches and the Indians: Consegquences
of 350 Years of Migsions. Polycop. 38 pp. Bibliogr. 9 pp.
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Publicgtions

"Akwesasne Notes'". Mohawk Nation, via Rooseveltown, New York
18683, TFall 1977, Spéecial Geneva Issue, 24 pp. [Cont. Racism: An
American Ideology; Declaration of Barbados 2; North and South: "The
Indian cannot be allowed to impede Development'; Brazil, a Poliey of
Genocide; The Northwest Connection (Canada?); Mapuches Continue their
Struggle; Paraguay, a Land of Slavery, Torture and Jeath; Del Monte's
"Banana Republic"; The War on cur Children. Schools in the Coloniza-
tion Process; Christian Missicnaries and Cultural Imperialismg
Nations Qccupied by Wyeliffe Bible Translators/Summer Ingtitute of
Linguistics; "Ganiengehaga', 4 Short History of the Mchawk People]

"American Indian Journal" [Institute for the Development of
Indian Law, 927 15th S5t, NW, Suite 200, Washington D.C, 20005] vol.
%2 (1977) August, no. 8, 32 pp. [Cont. Joe RYAN: Indian Nations
Compared to other Nations (13 pp.); The FBI takes Aim at AIM (6 pp.);
The Washington Report (12 pp.); review, Francis Paul Prucha, American
Indian Policy in- Crisis: Christian Reformers and the Indian 1865-1900]

"Techqua ITkachi., Land and Life., The Traditional Viewpcdint from
the Hopi Nation" [P.O. Box 174, Hotevilla, Arizona 86030] No. 1
(4ugust 1975)- No. 10 (January/February 1977) 4 pp.

Canada

General

MC CULLOM, Hugh & Karmel: This Land is ¥Not for Sale. Canada's
Original People and Their Land. A Saga of Neglect, Exploitation
and Conflict., Pref. Edward W. Scott, Primate, Anglican Church of
Canadsa.-Toronto, Canada: Anglican Book Centre 1975. 210 pp. Mapa,

International Law

BROWNLIE, Ian: In re the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline Inquiry:
Considerations of Public Intermational Law concerning the Rights
of the Dene and Inult as the Indigencus Peoples of the Northwest
Territories of Canada. 1976. 26 pp. Annex I. Francesco Capor-
torti [In: UN Econ. and Soec. Ccuneil, Commission on Human Rights,
Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities] Study on the Rights of Persons Belonging to Ethnic,
Religious and Linguistic Minorities: Background to Article 27 of
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; Suh-
Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities, Third Session 1950; Commission on Human Rights, Ninth
Sessgion 1953; Annex IT, [In: Un Treaty Seriea 195%9: vol. 328, pp.
247 ff.] No. 4738, Convention {(no. 107) Concerning the Protection
and Integration of Indigenous and Other Tribal and Semi-Tribal
Populations in Independent Countries. Adopted by the General
Conference of the International Labour Organisation at its Fortieth
Sessgion, Geneva, 26 June 1957.
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Treaty 8 and Treaty 11 (NW Territories)

¥orthern Frontier. Northern Homeland. The Report of the Macken~
zie Valley Pipeline Inquiry: Volume I. by Mr. Justice Thomas R. Berger.
213 pp. [Cont. Letter to the Minister; The Corridor Concept; Engineer-
ing and Construction; The Northern Environment; The Northern Yukon;
The Mackenzie Delta-Beaufort Sea HRegion; The Mackenzie Valley; Cultural
Impact; Economic Impact; Socigl Impact; Native Claims; Epilogue:
Themes for the National Interest]

FUMOLEAU, René, OMI: As Long as This Land Shall Last. 4 History
of Preaty 8 and Treaty 11l. 1870-1939., Toronto: McClelland and Stewart.
415 pp. Maps 7 pp.., Append. 71 pp. Bibliogr. 12 pp. [The Mackenzie
Valley and North West Territory Indian Treaties of 1899 and 1921]

Dene Nation

Agreement in Principle between the Dene Nation and Her Majesty
the Queen, in right of Canada. 6 pp. [1976] Introduction to Agreement
in Principle. 10 pp. =

The Dene, Land and Unity for the Native Eebple of the Mackenzie
Valley. A Statement of Rights. Publ. The Dene of the N.W.T. Box 23%38B,
Yellowknife NwT. 16 pp. [1975]

Dene Rights. Supporting Research and Documents. Vol. I. Legsal
and Constitutional Bases for Dene Righits. 323 pp. [1973, 1976] [Cont.
Evidence of Johnny Jean-Marie Beaulieuj; Evidence of Louis Norwegean;
Bvidence of Victeor Lafferty: Evidence of Julian Yendo; Bvidence of
Chief Johnny Kay; Judgement of Mr., Justice W,G. Morrow re Paulette et.
al; The Legal Origins of Aboriginal Rights and the Resoclution of
Claims based on Aboriginal Title, by Douglas Sanders; Considerations
of Public Interhatiohal Law Concerning the Rights of the Dene, by Ian
Brownlee; The Meaning of Aboriginal Rights by C. Gerald Sutton;
Aboriginal Rights and the Exploitation of Northern Resources, 1870~
1939, by Father R. Fumoleau; The Dene Nation and Confederation, by
Peter H, Russell]

Dene Rights, Supporting Research and Documents. Vol. IV. Dene
Nation and Dene Declaration. 104 pp. s.d. [Cont. Dene Declaration -
Statement of Rights; Joint Press Release of Indian Brotherhood of the
N.W.T. and Metis Association of the N.W.T., Fort Good Hope, July 2,
19745 The Dene Political System, by George Barnaby; Political Geno-
cide: Imposed Political Structures versus the Dene Community Struc-
ture in Fort Smith, by George Kurszewski and Gerry Cheezie; Education
and Colonialism: Dene Views, by Steve Kakfur and Bob Overvold;
Colonial Political Institutions in the Northwest Territories, by Wilf
Bean; Nation and Nationalism in the Third World, by John S. Saul;

The Dene Declaration and the Fourth World: an Address to the Berger
Inquiry by George Manuel]

Dene Rights. Supporting Research and Documents. Vol. V. Dene
Development. 150 pp. s.d. [Cont. A View of What Development Means for
the Denej Colonialism or Development?: the Meaning of Development, by
Peter Puxley; The Meaning of Underdevelopment, by Mel Watkins; Renewa-
ble Resource Potentials for Alternative Development in the Mackenzie
River Region, by Robert A. Ruttan and John T'Seleie]
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Dene Rights. Supporting Research and Documents. Volume VI.
Royalties and Rents from Deme Land. 60 pp. s.d. [Ccont. Arvin D. Jelliss:
Natural Resources Projects, Ecomomic Rents and Native People's Develop-
ment in the Mackenzie District; John F. Helliwell: Pipelines and Land
Claims: an Assessment of the Economic Interests of Northern Natives;
Andrew R. Thompson: Native Land Claims and Mineral Resources Implica-
tions

Dene Rights. Supporting Research and Documents. Vol. VIII,
Estimates of Past and Future Rents. 252 pp.[1975] [Cont. Arvin D.
Jelliss: Estimates of Past and Future Rents and Rent Distribution
(1) Associated with the Production of Crude 0il at Norman Wells, NWT;
(2) Associated with Currently Operating Mines in NWT; (3) Associated
with the Production of Natural Gas at Pointed Mountain, NwT]

Dene Rights. Supporting Research and Documents. Vol., IX. An
Evaluation of the Alaska Claims Settlement Act. 173 pp. [1976]
Contrib. Anne Forrest.

Dene Rights. Supporting Research and Documents, Index. 15 pp.
s.d. [Index to Vols. I-1IX with lists of contributors]

Preaty No, 9 (Ontario)

[Grand Council Treaty No. 9:] A Declaration of Nishnawbe-Aski
(The People and the Land). By the Ojibway-Cree Nation of Treaty No.
9 to the People of Canada, Delivered by the Chiefs of Grand Council
Treaty No. 9 to Ontario Premier William Davis and his Cabinet in the
City of Toronto, Wednesday July 6, 1977. 22 pp. [Grand Council Treaty
No. 9 Address: 261 3rd Ave,, Timmins,; Ontario. "OQur primary objective
ie the attainment of spiritual, cultural, social and economic inde-
péendence ]

Clippings from Newspapers 1977 on Mercury Peigoning in Ontario,
Dene Rights eto.

Minamata Disease. 4 pp. Polycop. [Japan; Canada (NW Ontario);
Mercury Levels; Economic Impact; Social Impact; Gov't. Responses

Quicksiliver and Slow Death. A Study of Mercury Pollution in
Northwestern Ontario. Ed. The Ontario Public Interest Regearch
Group. 28 pp.

[Grand Council Treaty No. 9:] Reed's Greed. Media Kit. Reed
Paper (Canada) Ltd. wants exclusive timber cutting rights on a large
expanse in Northern Ontario. [Cont. Grand Council Treaty No. 9: The
Work We Do; "Reed Information Kit" {$rans., into Ojibwa-Cree); Reed
Canada Ltd. Subsidiaries and Prcoduct Trade Names; Letter from Presi-
dent, Ontario Professional Toresters Associstion; Reed World Opera-
tiong; Map- Timber Limits in NW Ontario; "Marketing Strategy is the
Secret for Success: Reeéd Paper's Gerdon'"; Reed North American Centers
of Operation; Land Use and Resource Development in Treaty Nine West;
Mercury: The Hidden Poison in the Norther Rivers; Reed Paper-Changing
the Canadian Landscape; Remodelling Ontario's North. For its next
trick, Reed Paper will move the treeline south; Betty Kennedy and Hon.
Leo Bernier (interview); Massacre at Grassy Meadows; Foreign Takeovers:
Is Anyone on Guard?;"Plans for Multi-Billion dollar forest industry ex-
pansion in Ontario's northwest'"; Text of Remarks by Gand Chief Andrew
Rickard; Interview with Leo Bernier on CBC Radio with Harry Brown]
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. TROYER, Warner: No Safe Place. Toronto/Vancouver: Clarke,
Irwin & Co,,Ltd. 1977. 267 pp. Bibliogr. 246-257. .[The Minamata
mercury-poisoning disease at Dryden, N.W, Ontario, from the Reed
Papeﬁ Company. Regions affected: Grassy Narrows, Ont. and White Dog,
Ont.

Quebec, Indigenous Peoples.

Riot cops become water boys as Fort Chimo protest grows, In
"Toronto Sun" August 29, 1957, P. 3 [Inuit Bskimos protest Quebec's
"french-only" language laws

TREMBLAY, Jean-Noel: Les Indiens Actuels en Quebec. Typesoript,
16 pp. Acut 1977. Bibliogr. :

Alberta Indians

Letter Addressed to the Prime Minister from Chief Robert
Smallboy etc. 67 pp. [Cont., Dossier of letters and reports (1968-
1974) about the group of Chief Robert Smallboy and the Ermineskin
band who left Hobbema Reserve in Alberta (1968) to establish a new
community inithe Kootenay Plains, Alberta, which they hope to
acquire by leasehold (1974)]

Indian Associations and Publicationg

Address to the (UN) N.G.0. Conference, Geneva, Sept. 1977 by
Rose CHARLTIE, President, Indian Homemgker's Asscciation of B.C.
(British Columbia) Typesecript, 5 pp. [Address: 201-423 West Broadway,
Vancouver, B.C. VSY 1R4. "The Canadian government's treatment of their
Pirst Citizens is shameful". "We adamantly oppose the current Cana-
dian government's policy of forced assimilation." "Together we can
force the governments to see our views and bring about social justice.™
In conclusion, we urge the Indian women of the Americas to unite®,
"The future must be befter. We must make it so."]

"The Native Perspective" Vol. I, no. 6, May 1976. Publ, by
National Association of Friendship Centres, Ottawa. Contrib. George
MANUEL, Theresa NABANCE, Wilf PELLETIER (Wawashkesh) et al., 36 pp.

"The Indian Voice" Vol. 9, no.8 August 1977, 20 pp. [201—423
West Broadway, Vancouver, B.C, V5Y1R4]

"Nelson Small Legs, Jr. (A.I.M.S3.) Foundation Newsletter®..,
Assoclate of the Allied Indian and Métis Society, Kingston, Ontario.
Polycop. 14 pp. [a project established by native ex-inmates to help
native ex-offenders and inmates] Append, brochure, flyer on "Nelson
Small Legs, Jr. Lodge". “

National Law

]American Indians in Canada. Polycop. 2 pp. [Prisons and statis-
tics

Les Autochtones et la justice. Rapports de la Conférence natio-
nale et de la Conférence fédérale-provinciale sur les autochitones et
le régime de justice pénale, Bdmonton, du 3 au 5 février 1975. Publ.
Divigsion des communications, Ministére du Solliciteur générale.

65 pp. [Gont. Probation, libération conditionelle et assistance

38




postpénale; Administration de la Justice; Prévention; Services poli-
ciers: Tribunaux; Etablissments pénitentiares; La question des Inuit]

Data on Indian Incarcerstion in Federal and Provincial Prisons
in Ontario. July 1977. Compiled for Nelson Small Legs, Jr. Poundation.
Contrib. John BUTTRICK, York University. 8 ppe. [1977] Appesi. A Note
on the Indian Population of Ontario (2 pp.)

Ms. written by John SPARROW, Coast Salish Indian from British
Columbia. Typescript, 5 pp. fa plea for integrity of Indian pecople by
a prisoner who has lung troubles

National Conference on Native Peoples and the Criminal Justice
System. February 3-5, 1973, Bdmonton Plaza Hotel, Edmonton, Alberta.
Ed., Native Inmates Assistance Program, 7 pp.

Testimony of Clarence PAPEQUASH on his arrest in Vancouver, B.C.,
being taken to Blaine, Washington (USA) for questioning, May 14, 1977.
Ms, 2 pp. [Mr, Papequash was released when it was proven that he had no
relation to a crime committed in the USA, since he had not left Canada.
HBis improper treatment is described

Memorandum: Education Program on Indian Environmental Management.
Question Raised at a Conference of native people held at Maurice F,.
Strong's Rocky Mountain Ranch, 21-24 April 1977, 2 pp. Append. "Some
Ideas for a Proposed Texit" to be presented to the Conference on Indi-
genous Peoples of the Americas, Geneva, Sept. 1977.

Statement of the Government of Canada on Indian Policy, 1969,
Presented to the First Session of the Twenty-eighth Parliament by
the Honourable Jean CHRETIEN, Minister of Indian Affairsg and Northern
Development., 135 pp. [cont. Historical Background; The Case for a New
Policy; Implementation of the New Policy]

Economic Questions, Multinationals-Pollution
(See above, Treaty Fo. 8, 11; Treaty No. 9)

Central and South America

Bolivig-~-Tighuanacu

Bolivia-Manifesto de Tiahuanacu. Firmado: Centro de Coordinacién
Campesina MINK'A; Centro Campesino Tupac Catari; Asociacidn de Estudi-
antes Campesinos de Bolivia; Ascociacidn Nacional de Profesores Campe-
gsinos. Typescript, La Pawm, 30 de Julio de 1973, 7 pp. [Cont, Introducion;
Wuestro Cultura Come Primer Valorj Nuestro Historia Nos Hablaj Econ-
omiazy; Los Partides Politicos ¥ _el Campesinado; El Sindicalismo Campe-
sino; La Educacion en el Campo] English: Tiahuanacu Manifesto, €& pp.

[Frente de la Liberacion Indios; Indian Liberation Front:]
M., TAKIRT: International Denunciation of the Flagrant Extermination
of Indian People of the Tahuantinsuyoc and the Present Rhodesian Inga-
sion. Polycop. 3 pp. '

The Tiahuanacu Manifesto, Proclaimed by Native People of
Bolivia. Publ. Akwesasne Notes/lndigena, 8 pp.
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Brazil

.~y. The Indian Situation in Brazil Today. Publ. Akwesasne Notes/
Indigena, 5 pp. N. Impr. Ceupes ewGremioAPolitencnibo, Brazil, May 1973

Bupysava. A Documehtary Report: on the Conditions of Indian
Péoples in Brab4l,'Publ. Indigena, Inc,/American Friends.of Brazil..
November 1974, 65 pp. [Cont: Norman’ Lewis: Genocide;-Y-Juca-Pirams.- An
Urgent Document by the Bishops and Priests of the Brazilian Nation;
The Politics of Genocide Against.the Indians of Brazil. Document by
a Group of Brazilian Anthropologists; The Rape of Indian Territory:
Foreign Aid and Investment in the Brazilian Amasgon; Organizations in
Support of Amazonian Indian Rights; Brazil: Indian Groups)

AMAZIND. Documentation and Information Center for Indigenous
Affairs in the Amazon Region. Bulletin 1, Autumn 1973, 48 pp. [Cont.
‘René FUERST: The Brazilian Indian Will not Survive];Bulletin 2,
Autumn 1974, 48 pp. [Cont. René Fuerst: what Has Become of the
Brazilian Amazon Indian Since 19697 : .

Chile-Mapuché

[International Indian Treaty Council:] The Situation of the
Mapuché Indians in Chile., Typescript, 7 pp.

MILLAPE, Antonio: Background to the Mapuché Question by the
President of the National Mapuché Federation. Typescript, 11 pp.
Append. "Background to the Mapuché Question'. In: "Indigena", 3 pp.

Colombia

The Rights of Indigenous Women in Colombia. This document was
originally published im: Colombia on May 18, 1927, as "E1 Derecho
de la'Mujer Indigena...signed by 13,000. women. Publ. Akwesasne Notes/

Beuador-Shuar

Ecuadors Que es la Federacion Shuar? From: "Chichum", periodico
bilingie, Srgano oficial de la Federacidén Shuar. Afio II, no. 6,
Septembre de 1973, 3 pp. English: Ecuador: what is the Shuar Federa-
tion? Typescript, 4 pp. -

Solucion Original a un Problema Actual. Federacidn de Centros
Shuar. Recopilacidén a cargo del Directorio de la Federacidn shuar.
Sucua/Ecuador 1976, 318 pp. [Cont. El Indigena en America del Sur;
Indigenas del Ecuador; Shuar: Joven Esperanza de un Quente Nuevos;
El Ecuador y los Shuar; Entidades, Colonos y Grupos Shuar; éAuto-
solucionado?; Conclusion General; Sinopsis Bibliografica Minima]

Guatemsgla

POP CAAL, Antonio: The Situation of Indian Peoples in Guatamala.
Publ. Akwesasne Notes/Indigena, 6 pp- N. Impr. "Replica del Indio
a Una Disertacion Ladina" in: La Semana (Guatemala), March 1973’

Mexico

[E1 Consejo Nacional de Pueblos Indigenas de Mexico:| Ante la
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Conferencia Internacional de las Organizaciones No Gubernamentales
sobre la Discriminacion y Racismo contra las Poblaciones Indigenas en
las Américas. (Ginebra, Suiza, 20-23 de Septiembre de 1977). Contrib.

*Galdino PERFECTO CARMONA, Coordinator General de la Comision Permanente

del Consejo de Pueblos Indigenas de México. Typescript, 4 pp.

Social-cultural situation of the Indian Population in Mexico.
Polycop. 3 pp. [Cont. The Indian and the Dominant Society; The emergence
of consciousness of ethnic identity; Historical Perspective

Venezuela

[Republica de Venezuela: Ministerio de Educacion. Oficina Minister-
iel de Asuntos Fronterizos y Para Indigenas:] La Politica Indigenista del
Venezolano y los Derechos Humanos del Indigena. La Delegacién Venezo-
lana a la Conferencia Internzcional de las Organizaciones no Gubernas

'mentales sobre Déscriminacidn contra Poblaciones indigenas en las

Américas. Genebra 1977. Polycop., 9 pp.
(See also Land Rights; Venezuela Indians)

Publicationsg

"Indigena'" News from Indian America. P.0. Box 4073, Berkeley,
California 94704. Vol. 1, no. 1 (Spring 1974) 8 pp.; Vol, 1, no. 2
(Fall 1974) 16 pp.; Vol., 1. no. 3 (Winter 1974/5) 24 pp; Vol. 2, no.

1 (winter 1975/6) 24 pp. [Cont. "Uniting North and South in English
and Spanish“ﬁ; Vol. 2, no., 2 (Fall/Otoflo 1976) 36 pp. [Cont. "Special
Issue on Indian Education/Ediciéh Fspecial en la Educacidn Indigena"];
Vol. 3, no. 1 (Summer/Verano 1977) 40 pp. [Cont. The Indian situation
in Belivia, Mexico. Canada, Costa Rica, Panams, Paraguay, Brazil;
Sterilization; Energy; Indian women; Mestizos and the Indian Move-
ment etc.]

Genersl

Ces Indiens 4'Amérique. In: "Droit et Liberté", Paris, no,
360 (1977) aout, 1i-22.

IKCE WICASA, Les Indiens D!'Amérique., Vol, I. Publ. American
Indian Movement. Comité frangais, 2 Place Jussieu, 75005 Paris, 100 pp.
[Cont. Déclaration continue d'indépendance; La continuité; L'Indé-
pendence; Le sens de la résistence Indienne; Les Indiens et 1'Amér-
igue; Une enfance Indienne; Témoignages; Comités de soutien & AIM;
Principales organisations Indiennes; Principles périodiques; Biblio-
graphie ( 8 pp.)]

[International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs:] IWGIA
Newsletter, Nos. 14, 15, 16, 17. March 1976 ( 8 pp.); Sept. 1976
(12 pp.); Dec. 1976 (12 pp.); March 1977 (8 pp.). [4Address: Freder-
icksholms Kanal 44, DK 1220 Copenhagen K, Denmark ]

IWGIA Documents. No. 1. Declaration of Barbados (8 pp.); No. 3.
A. Barrie Pittock: Aboriginal Land Rights (24 pp.); No. 5. John H,
Bodley: Tribal Survival in the Amazon: The Campa Case (I5.pp.):
Ko, 6. René Puerst: Bibliography of ithe Indigenous Problem and Policy
of the Brazilian Amazon Region (1957-1972) (44 pp.); No. 7. Bermard
Arcand: The Urgent Situation of the Cuiva Indians of Colombia (28 pp.);
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No. B, Stefano Varese: The Forest Indians in the Present Political
Situation of Peru (28 pp.); No. 9. Walter Coppens: The Anatomy of a
Land Invasion Scheme in Yekuana Territory, Venezuela (23 pp.); No. 10.

‘Henning Siverts: Tribal Survival in the Alto Maranon: The Aguaruna

Case (81 pp.); No. 1l. Mark Munzel: The Aché Indians: Genocide in
Paraguay (Bl pp.); Nelly Arvelo Jiménez: The Dynamics of the Ye'cuana
("Maquiritare") Political System: Stability and Crisis (23 pp.); No. 13.
Carmen Junqueiras The Brazilian Indigenous Problem and Policy: the
Example of the Xingu National Park (27 pp.); No. 15. Alicia Barabas and
Miguel Bartolomé: Hydraulic Develcopment and Ethnocide: The Mazatec and
Chinantec People of Oaxaca, Mexico (20 pp.); No. 16, Richard Chase
Smith: The Amuesha People of Central Peru: Their Struggle to Survive
(44 pp.); No. 17. Mark Minzel: The Aché: Genocide Continues in Para-
guay (31 pp.)s No. 18. Jurgen Riester: Indians of Fastern Bolivia:
Aspects of their Present Situation (69 pp.); No. 19. Jean Chiappino:
The Bragzilian Indigenous Problem and Policy: The Aripuana Park E2T pp.;;
No. 20. Bernardo Berdichewsky: The Araucanian Indians in Chile (38 pp.);
No. 21. Nemesio J. Rodriguez: (ppression in Argentina: The Mataco Case
E39 pp.); Ne, 22, Jacques Lizot: The Yanomami in the Face of Ethnocide
36 pp.); No. 23, Norman E. whitten, Jr.: Ecuadorian Ethnocide and
Indigenous Ethnogenesis: Amazonian Resurgence Amidst Andean Colonialsm
(39 pp.); No. 24. Torben Monberg: The Reactions of People of Bellona
Island towards a Mining Project (61 pp.); No. 25. Felix Razon and
Richard Hensman: The Oppression of the Indigenous Peoples of the
Philippines (58 pp.); No. 26. Peter A. Cumming: Canada: Native Land
Rights and Northern Development (63 pp.); No.27. Peter Kloos: The
Akuriyo of Surinam: A Case of Emergence from Isolation (31 pp.);
No., 28. Ernesto Salazar: An Indian Federation in Lowland Ecuador (68
pp.) [Documents 1-28 were published 1975—1977]
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WELCOMING ADDRESS BY MR, THEC VAN BOVEN, DIRECTOR OrF THE DIVISION OF
HUMAN RIGHTS OF THE UNITED NATIONS

"on behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Directore
General of the Office of the United Nations at Geneva, I would like to extend
to you all, and in particular to the representatives of indigenocus peoplés!
groups and organizations a hearty welcome here in the Palais des Nations,

I am most grateful to the Special NGO Committee on Human Rights and its Sube

Commnittee on Raciem, Racial Discrimination, Aparthelid and Decolonization for

organizing this Conference on Discrimination against Indigenous Populations in
the Americas, which, as a part of activities in the framework of the Decade

for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination follows similar conferences

on the subjects of Apartheid in southern Africa (1974), migrant workers (1975)

and Political Prisoners in South Africa {(1976),

This initiative shows once again the indispensable role of nonegovernmental

organizations to the caume of human rights, This role is vitally important

for the United Nations inasmuch as NGO's serve as a two-way means of communie

cations between the World Organization and large sectors of the public,

Without non.government al organizations as active partners in the promotion

and encouragement 0f human rights the United Nations can hardly function in a

satisfactory manner in its efforts to enhance the rights of peoples and persons.

This &nference is particularly important because of thé participation of
indigenous peoples' groups and orgahnizations themselves, Much too often matters
are discussed and decisions taken, without the persons directly involved having
a voice in it,

_May I now, as the Director of the Division of Human Rights, say a few words on
work being done in the United Nations concerning indigenous populatiéns and in
which the Division of Euman Rights is giving its fullst co=operation,

The Study on Indigenocus Populations now in progress resulted from conclusions
and proposals contained in a study on Racial Discrimination,

Ia that study it was proposed that for making a more thorough analysis of the
extent of the problems confronting indigenous populations in the world and of

the national and international neasures necessafy for eliminating discrimination
against these populations, the pertinent United Nations organs should prepare

a complete and comprehensive study of this problem, in cooperation with the
competent international organization,. The Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities was authorizéd to nmake such a study
and it decided to appoint-one of its members, Mr, José B, Martinez Cobo {Ecuador),
as its Special Rapporteur,

In furthering the study, close cooperation has been established with the- ILO,
with UNESCO and WHO, as well as with the InterwAmerican Indian Institute,

From the start it was evident that, indeed, many aspects of,the problems
confronting indigenous populations could not be approached from the point of
view of racial discrimination alone, since also complex ethnic, social,
cultural, linguistic and religious aspects and fundamentally distinct world
views were very much involved,
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Pushed by the onslaught of congyerors, colonizers and settlers, into unpro-
ductive areas of what was once their land, indigenous peoples had becoue '
identified<wiith dépressed areas and had survived as marginal peoples for
hundreds of years. They were often forgotten, overlooked or exXploited by
members of the other segments of the population. Those groups Or individuals
who had moved to urban centers in search of a better chance to survivé had
been subjected to all known forms of discrimination and i1l tréatment, They

. became a veritable "underprivileged peoplem: They faced seeningly unsurmontable

problems in health services and housing which were hopelessly inadeguate,
Indigenous occupations, medlcinal practices, culiure, language and religlon
were not given adequate atteption and protection, Seli~governmént, autononmy
and true political rights were either denied or shamelessly nanipulated.

Their land base was constantly eroded by abuse, Encroachment upon indigenous
land continued ag a consistent practice, forcing indigenous peoples into
unwanted employment, at least on a seasonal basis.

Bducation and vocational training were imposed from the outside, with alien
conceptions and methods geared towards culiural assimilation and Yintegration
into the mainstream or the work-force", as it was put,

Administration of justice did not develop enough to take due account of

the important differences in fundamental notions of substance or procedure.
Lack of communication and nmutual respect between law enforcement authorities
(most often non~indigenous) and indigenous persons led freguently to the
victimization of the latter, Indigenous people constitute an inordinately
high percentage of the total inmate population in local and national prisons.

Only recently is the policy of cultural pluralism being looked at as'a
plausible course of action in connextion with indigenous populations, The
realization is dawning in many countries only now, that an enormous amount of
work is to be done in order to remedy this unfalr situation,

Yet, in numerous instances the changes being forced on indigenous peoples

or their environment still entail such disastrous conseguences for indigenous
peoples, that also the most basic right,; nanmely the right to life, is at
stake for large groups.

All thege problems will surely be discussed at this Conference and proposals
for their remedy will be made.

. This Conference provides a pood opportunity for people to work together in

gearch 0% paths for the better understanding of the problems affecting
indigenows populations and possible ways for the protection of their human
rights and fundamental fresdoms as well as thelr legitimate interest and
aspirations. We hope that the discussiong here might help clarify ideas
on fundamental principles on which national or international action can be
based, ‘

To these ends, which are the basic aims and goals pursued by the U.N, in its
study on indigenous populations, this Conference can make a great contribution,

* * *
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EXCERPTS OF STATEMENTS MADE AT PLENARY SESSIONS & IN COMMISSIONS

RUSSELI MEAVS, International Indian Treaty Council =~ Plenary Session

Wel've come to you once again to tell you that for centuriés since the invaders
came to our shores wé have shown the world mutual respect, We have come to
show that respect. ... We are approachlng the international community this first
time for support and assistance to stop not only this rape of our sacred mother
earth, dbut also to stop the genocide of a whole people. A people with interw-
national rights backed up especially in North Anerica by treaties between the
United States and Indian Nations. The United States, the nonster, and its
multinational corporations have dictated foreign policy in this world, They

no longer care about the future as witnessed by the Dene, as witnessed by ny
people, as witnessed by Central and South Auerica. We all know that the multi~
natiocnal corporations ¢f Europe are investing heavily and increasing their
investments ten fo0ld in the last four years., We also have docunentation about
the secret activities of the CIA and multinational corporations that are now

in Brazil, Ecuador, Peru, Columbia and Venezuela, betause everyone knows that
the next major exploitation will be in South America,

You see, there 1s only one color of mankind that is n6t allowed to participate
in the international community, and that color is red. The black, the white,
the brown, the yellow ~ all participate in one form or another, We never,
until this day, have had a veoice within the interrational community,

OREN LYONS, Onondaga, Six MNations Iroguois Confederacy,; Pienary Session

To the great nations, the great council of Geneva, to the people, we the Six
Nations Torquois, the chiefs, the clan mothers, the warriors, the men, the wonen,
and the children, bring cur greetings and our good wishes of health and friendship
to all of you., On behalf of the red brothers of the Western Hemisphere of the

two great turtle islands, a certain few of us have been given a short time and

a great task to convince you that we too are human and have rights, On behalf of
our mother the earth and all the great elements we come here and we say they

too have rights, The future generations, our grandchildren and their grandchildren,
is our concern that they too may have clean water to drink, that they may observe
our four-footed brothers and they may enjoy the elements that we are so fortunate
to have and that serve us as human beings.

The president of the USA has brought forth into the forum of the international
world the issue of human rights, It affords us the opportunity at this time to
present our position on the issue of human rights, It is strange indeed that
we have to travel this far to the east, to the European continent, to turn and
face the president of the TS and ask him about our human rights,

It is the future of not only cur people, the Red Peodple of the Western Hemisphere,
but it is the future of yourselves that is at stake. We have been given principles
by which to iive, mutual respect, the understanding of creation., If we continue

to ignore the methods by which we exist and we continue to destroy the source of
our life, then our children will suffer, We would be remiss in our dubty if we

d4id not bring this in front of you. We apologize if it hurts, but the truth

must be spoken, 53




We were told in the beginning that we were not human, There are great arguments
in many histories as to the humanness of the red pecples of the Western Hemls=
phere, The equality of all 1ife is what you inust understand and -the-principle
by which you nust continue the future of this world. Bconomics and technology
may assist you, but they will also destroy you if you do not use the principles
of equality. Profit and loss will mean nothing to your future generations,

We are here for-a very short time, and we have been given a very short time by
that clock on the wall toc convince you, to make you listen, understand that we
are concerned for you as well as for us for us.

The Six Nations were here’' 55 years age to say the very same thing, the unity

of spirit and brotherhood. United Nations is nothing new to us, Qur confederacy

is 1000 years 0ld, The zepresentation of the people is nothing new to us hecause
that is who we represent., And =so for this short time I would ask that you open

your ears, that you open your hearts, that you open your minds and that you
Consider very seriously the future of the generations, of our children to cone,

JOSE MENDOZA ACOSTA, Representacion de Autoridad y Pueblo Indigena de Panama,=
Plenary Session

' Before this Conference, we have shown that there is discrimination in our
countries. Through Tacts, we have shown and proven the loss of our territories.
and the constant physical aggression against our nations, We have all agreed in
rejeoting the "protectionism" used by states to maintain us in subjection, We
have come here, however, not to claim our rights but to demand those rights be
respected because we have already acquired those rights since we have bepgun our
eXistence in those territories,

Perhaps ‘this has yet been one more conference. Maybe, hecause of the traditional
lack of understanding, you have not understood us, Perhaps many of you de not
agree with our proposals, However, we are very confident because we, the
Indigenous Populations, are united and we feel united because we are confident
that each Indian is a brother ready to stand by us at all times. Ladies and
Gentlemen, we should like once more %o ask that no compromise should be made
with our people with the genocide that has been committed, that is committed
daily against our peoples. Distinguished delegates and guests, we do not know
whether we shall come here again next year or perhaps in a hundred or two
hundred years, I don't know, But what I do know is that our people will main-
tain the unity we have here maintained in defense of our territories,

Meantime, representatives of all nations of the world, remember one thing and
do not forget it. We will not give up our territories. We are not going to
abandon them, We are going to defend our territories throusgh all possible
means because that territory, recognized as a nation or not, has been ours and
it will continue to be ours,
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RENIR ARTIST,‘KANO Organization, Surinam - Plenary Session

I must apologi®me for my bad English, This is a result of the colonization of the
South America to which I belong, the part I belong to being the Dutch area o0f
colonization. My first language is Dutch, I am going to talk about the Indians
of Surinam in turmeil,

A8 you know, Suriram became independent two years age., It is an important
date for Surinam starting a new historical period. Surinam has development
aid from the Dutch government but it is aid for technological developnent,
What does this kind of development mean for the Indian people of Surinam? It
means that our government will try to industrialise the interidr of Surinam
with the conseguence that the Indian people will be pushed out., Already, the
‘Surinam government is starting to build highways through the area as well as
new cities in the interior. Cities are belng established close to Indian land
areas, where they have lived for centuries. The best land in Surinam is
occupied by Indians. Now they will be moved to less fertile areas.

It is not that Indian people are‘oppoéed to development and change, but they
want to develop in their own way. Firet, the Indian people want to maintain
their own identity. Any development will have to be in relation to Tndian
culture and ways, Our organization, XKANQ, is trying to help our Indian people
80 they may get their legal rights to their land. Indian people in Surinam
do not live on reservations; they live free, but have no written legal right
to the land, KARO will cooperate in the developnent of Surinam along Indian
lines, The Indian population of Surinam is 15,000, Though small in numbers,
the people are very important. The people are sure that this conference will
help us in our eadeavors.

MANUEL TZOC MEJIA, Assoclation Quiche-Mayan, Guatemala ~ Plenary Session

I feel wonderful to find myself with neighbors from the whole world to take

up problems which are of concern to American Indians. In our search for
identity we seek peace which is a freedon of expression which iz what we want
as a people. Our problém is that we get the support of all our brothers of
the American continents. 1In Guatemala, there is propaganda which says that

we are all Guatemalans, This ignores language, habits, social relations among
our own people because . they do not like us to communicate in our own
language. They say we are savages when we do and that we must speak Spanish
all the tine,

Why has power been taken from the Indians? Why do we not organize ourselves?
Why are we not in the institutions? We have resisted and refuse to, accept the
. objectives of Guatemaléd to erase our culture, Indians are encouraged not to
call themselves Indian, The mixture of races iz the result of robbery, prosti-
tution, and decadence. We must organize and we will,

NATALTO HERNANDEZ HERNANDEZ, Mexico - Plenary Session

People think that we, the indigenous peoples, are the problém., We are not

the problem. The problem has been created by the ocutsiders. We have the

right %o our land, and to own it, We have the right to education, an education
which would really allow us to interpret our history, to become conscious
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and understand the historical process taking place, OQur c¢ulture has been
digintegrated by the imposition of the invaders! cultures, We must have the
means to speak up and address the problems. After this conference we will
have a clearer view of our common prbblems and be more united in this struggle
of ours so that we can really arrive at effective liberation of our peoples,
Indeed there are not a few of us but millions and willions of us living in the
Americas and we must go on fighting and winning our struggles.

. . ; 2 ‘ )
ANTONIO MILLAPE, Mapuche Confederation, Chile (in exile) « Economic Commission

I am president of the Confederation of Mapuche, I was selected by the lsadere
ship of the Confederation, before the coup in Chile in 1973, Phe Confederation
is conposed of 63 regional associations of Mapuche, which includes 3,090
indigenous communities, It represents a population of 900,000 Mapuche,, I
have to say that many years ago there were many more Mapuche.,. There are
450,000 Mapuche in the countryside and the rest live in various cities. Those
in the citles were organizing themselves to join the confederation.,

Economic aspects of the situation: From 1800 on, there was a massive esta-
blishment of haciendas and farms in Chile, taking the best lands, and the
useless lands were left to the Mapuche,, reducing the lands of the Mapuche
more than just in area. The farms were tactically surrounded by cheap
indigenous labor forces, which were forced to work without salaries as farm
labor. It is not bad to cultivate the land, but it is inhuman to torture

a whole population to’achieve this. The treatment of the Indians came from
"civilized" societies. The Mapuche were described by one Spanish poet as
proud, strong, enduring, but were reduced to bad health and nmisery,

In 1973 when the coup took place in Chile, my own house was surrounded by
two police wagons with 16 military men who invaded my house without rospect’
for anyone. They put me against a wall with my wife as dangerous criminals,
In that moment I was detained at least ten times, but only myself but also
the president and leaders of the 63 regional associations of Mapuche, nore
than 3,000 leaders of communities. In By community was a deaf and dumb man
who was ordered to halt by the military. HNe did Aot undersiand, 50 he was
killed, He was no leader, nor gullty of anything.

A massive extérmination of the Mapuche occurred. In some places only a hen
or two exists, DPeople are starving. There is no food, not even for the hen. |
The land is arid, The people cannot even eat the eggs, for they have to sell
them to get medicines and soap. Go to any Mapuche honme today, and yoh will
find that the dog outside will not bark, because it is too weak, If you go
ingide you will find one or more children lying sick, dying of starvation,
There may be children outside and they will tell you thelr parents are not
home., Do not believe them. If you go inside you will find them, too, dying 4
of starvation and extreme malnutrition. That is the form of extermination

today under Pinochet. The goal is to totally wipe out the indigenous population
of Chile, More than 70% suffer this misery.

I will say something which might be dangerous,’ I will say it anyway even if
there will be gentlemen waiting outside for me. I will go back to ny country
because I am wasting my 1life. My 1life does not belong to me., It belongs

to the people who had the confidence in its leader., No banks or corparations
will take my people out of this misery. I beg my brothers from North America

to go and see., All these realities in Chile are taldng place in other countries
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of the Americas, except not so extreme., Millions and millions of children
at this moment are cryinz, and their parents do not have enough to feed then,

211 regional associations have been banned, It is difficult to ofganize now,
Qur mest immediate goal is to stop starvation, this extermination, We cannot °
allow this to continue, Dictatorships will not provide the solutions, only us.

PHILLIP DEERE, Creek Nationyg International Indian Treaty Council,- Plenary Session

We talk about colonialism, In a few minutes I will try to explain our experience
with colonialism, There's been nany different definitions of it, but I can only
give you one example and I hope that you can understand what I nean. When the
new way of life cane into our country we began to eXperience this,

Me and my brother would go outside and would come in and tell you, "“There's
trouble out there," so him and I are going to look after you. We don't want

you all to go out there and get killed, We don't want you to go out there and
get into a fight, so you all remain in this room here,” Him and I would go out,
look around; we tell you we're going to look after you. We don't want you to

go out there, we want you to remain in here, S0 we would take turns, ¢oming
back, watching you, While he's out, I'd be sitting hore, watching you. In

the meantime, while welre looking after you, we would learn every weak person
in this building, We will find out who you are. While welre looking after you
we can fipd the wealt person in this room here, So I would say, "He's out, and

I want to go out a little bit, who will volunteer to take my place?" And that
weak person is going to ralse his hand in this room. So he would take my place,
I'd give him the gun, and go outside., While TI'm out there, I'd be enjoying
myself, come around to checlk on you, The guy in wy place, I'd do him little
favors, I'd bring him back a candy bar. And then I would bring him back a
package of cigarettes., Okay, I got you all under control, your own kind looking
after you s0 I don't have to stay in here all the time, because your own kind is
sitting here with a gun looking after you, That is colonialism,., This is the
only way I 'can cxplain colonialism, because T have experienced that for many,
many years,

DAVID MONONGYE, Hopi Elder, Hotevilla, Arizona - Social/Cultural Commission

This'is our mother earth, so, therefofe, I say that we might not let go of our
land, Again, I will say that hold onto our land, Now I have heard, many of
you have already apoken, how things were taken away from you people. We all
have similar problems, disciimination, our human rights are being denied, our
sovereignty has besn denied,

Now the Indian bureau is trying to get all of our land that belongs to us that
wag given to us by the Great Spirit., They want to get ahold of all our land
for themselves, but do not give it up, All Indian things have been almost
taken away from us, Now, like I say, they would like to’'get ahold of all
Indian land ... Some of you may have eaten cracker jacks. What does it say
outside the crackerjack box ~ "the more you eat the more you want,"” He has
eaten up our land already, but he wants more,
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ED BERNSTICK, Cree Nation, Canada, American Indian Movenent « Economic Commission

I have been involved in'many things concerning the economic sitwtion of the
Indian people in Canada, The situation that exists for Native people in Canada
is that we have been catogorized by Canada as Eastern or Western or Northern
Canadian Indians, and treaty and non-treaty Indians, registered and non-registered,
status Indians and non-status Indians, Metis, half-breed, Economically each
category is affected differently., The responsibility of the 'Canadian government
liers in the contreol they have gained over 2ll Indian peoples. We have one
document, "the Indian Act, an act passed to control the treaties of Indian people
in Canada,., ‘Indian pecple have not had a say in the economic situation of their
communities. The government has sald we are farmers, but to this day they have
not acheived this goal, for we have never been farmers,

When the people took over the Bureau of Indian Affairs offices in Washington,
there was a contract paper that was discovered there between the Departiment of
Indian Affairs in Canada and the BIA in the U.8. This White Paper policy

wag " introduced by the Canadlan Government., At the same time there was a new
economic development program set. up called the Mid-Canada Corridor. This is

the Northern Development Plan. This was a plan to take all economic basis away
from Indian people. It involves the Department of Northern Saskatchewan and
Northlands in Alberta, the Department of Northern Manitoba where there is a
huge hydrodevelopment project going on, and the develépment programs in Northern
Ontario, Quebec, British Columbia and the Territories.

These programs are developed without consultation with the native people, who
are extremely isolated and out of touch, This adds up to genccide against the
native people of Canada -~ culturally and physically.

It is estimated that in this country all oil and gas in Bastern 'Canada will be
depleted, so there are pipeline proposals. Bach province and territory exerts
control of the native people within its claimed boundaries. TWe are affected by
such laws as the Migratory Bird Act, and yet in our treaties we have fishing

and hunting rights. We have court cases where our people have been put in court
for shooting a duck t0o foed their family because it infringed on the Migratory
Bird Act. In many areés, there are no jobs, and people nust rely on hunting

and fishing to survive,

A lot of our land areas have been subject to manipulation. For years, the
ranchers have cleared land around the reservations with the cheap labor of native
people, Today most of our regerves are faced with dealing with timber mills,
paper mills around th¢ reserves,. Therc are power plants which destroy the

f ish around reserves.

The Government uses "legal'™ tactics to keep Indian people in poverty. They try
to assimilate entire reserves and have succeeded on some in destroying the
language, education and livelihood of the people, and the Canadian government

is responsible, Thé corporations are looking for resources and look more and
nore Lo Indian land.’ We need protection. The death rate has c¢linbed three~fold
in the last 10 years. Our elders tell us from their oral history, that land
that was ceded through treaties included only one oot down, and does not include
water and most minerals, The timber and water that exists would be enough for
all if shared egually. The world community should think of the human rightas

of Indian people., Wec are not saying we do not want to share our resources, ’

but we are saying that we must think of a future where everyone can survive,
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MARIE SANCHEZ, Northern Cheyenne Tribal Judge - Plenary Session

Menbers of this coﬂference, delegates, and my brothers and sisters who are
present here today: I come with greetings from the women of the Western Hemig~
phere, I comé here td pose guestions, to this conference, and hopefully to
achieve positive action in some of the guestions I prescnt,

Therefore, agaifi I state, we are the target for the total final externmination

of us as people. The question I would like to bring forth to this conference,

to the delegates from other countries here present, is why have you not recogniged
us as sovereign people before? Whey did we have to travel this distance to cone
to you? Had you not thought that the United States Government in its deliberate
and systematic atteunpt to suppress us, had you not thought that that was the
reason they did not want to recognize us a sovereign people., The only positive
thing that I feel should come out of this conference, if you are going to include
us as part of the international family is for you to recognize us, for you to
give us this recognition. Only with that can we continue to live as completely
sovereign people, | - ' : ’

There are other concerns of the Native American women, They do not stop

at the concern of being sterilized, They go beyond that because of our relation-
ship to Mother Earth., The raping, plundering, because of the greed of ths

United States of America for our natural resources is still yet a form of
sterilization, because we depend on Mother Barth for life. And you also, because
you are part of the family of this world, you should also be very concerned,
because the common enény is your enemy too, and that enemy dictates policy to
your governments also. I warn you not to be so dependent on the country that

we are under, ' . on the government that we

are under, We have demonstrated to you how many hundreds of years we have
survived, but only because we are still united, we can only still be together

in struggle. We wish to continue to exist,

‘ - EXCERPTS OF
CLOSING ADDREGSSES

EDITH BALLANTYNE, Chairwoman, International NGO Conference on Indigenous
Populations of the Amerkas

It is now my pleasure, my pleaswent duty to bring this conferencoe almost to a
close and T will say the usual thank youSnow because we have onmewhat of a
different closure of this conference which will be given over to a ceremony by
the International Indian Treaty Council

I would first like to thank all the organizations, non-govermmental organizations,
who have helped and made tremendous efforts in every way to make this conference
possible. I will not mention names because the list be very long and I

risk forgetting someone. Some have contributed in kind, many have contributed
w-1th very generous donations, and everyone has really done as much as they
poasibly could.
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I would like to thank the staff. We have had a marvelous staff to help

run this conference. The documents you have received this morning were all
produced during the night. Apart from our staff from nonegovernmental organizaw
tions, we've had a large group of Geneva young people, students, professors, who
have stood by us all night to help with the translations, running errands, doing
many, many things. I want to thank them very much.

I want to thank the United Nations for again making is possible to hold a con-
ference in this building. As non-governmental aganizations we appreciate this
very much., I want to thank now the interpretors who worked very hard. I anm
certain it has not always been easy for them.

When T thank the United Nations, T am thinking of the many in the United Nations,
the direction, but also those in the divisions who have been most helpful and
have been with usfnd I am guite certain have alsgo listened and learned a great
deal as we have,

But I think above all the thanks must go to you, the representatives of the
indigenous mations and peocples. For me personally this has been a very moving ~
a tremendous exXperience. We have learned very much and we have made new friends,y
A new section of life has opened for us.

ART SOLOMON, American Indian Movement, Toronto

I want to say, that if it is right, what we are doing, that we spend all our
energy and make the sacrifices that we are making, that we must continue to do
that, But as I have watched what happend here and what will happen after, what
happened before, if I trusted only in men and what wmen can do, men and women,
theh I would be afrisl for what comes after. Butl've seen the power, the sacred
power of the Pipe, and the Croator working amongst us,

We must continue to work with all of our energy, in the best way that we undere
stand, wherever we are and whoever we are, We are brothers and sistérs wherever
we come from on the earth. The Creator wants us £to work on his side,

There are two powers in th world, The great negative power and the great
rositive power. One of them is going to win and only one, All those who are
using their power against us, to oppress us, to kill our people, to steal our
rand, to steal our humanity, they're following the way of the great negative
power, They cannot win. TIf we turn to the Creator and continue in the way we
have been doing here and before we came here, we cannot lose,

JUAW CONDORY URUCHI, MINK'A, Bolivia

We are brothers of Indian America, of the Indian continent., We have spoken
during the past days. We have come here in order to present our wishes and
requirements, ,.. We know that any people that oppresses another people is not
and cannot he free., We, Ingians of North America, Indians of Central America,
Indians of the three Americas, everybody knows that each of us says the sane
thing. We are being exploited from the peoint of view of culture, of social
rights, We are being exploited from the point of view of the econony, We,
among our brothers, want to find unity. At the same time we want to wake the
white people understand that they shouldn't 1lie to us, that they shouldn't steal
either.
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Now, what have we learned from the white man? Whal have we learned from the
congueror, from the aggressor? We have only learned to fight one another,

This is the educatiion wé get from individualism, from private property. Before,
there was no ineguality. Everybody was esual, Everybody could work, Nobody
was being humiliated.

We have not come here in order %o dig up our war axe, not at all, Often enough,
we've fought against our "brother" (our brothers, guotation marks) because that!
what we call our conguerors, But what we want to teach them is love. Love

of their neighbors, And that the young and the old, the poor and the rich
should be considered as one, alike, We should not be divided into the poor

and the rich.

We come here to speak of unity. This unity which should be kept up, which
should be maintained, and for that reason we need strength. Many things have
been said about unity and union, but once again, in order to have this union
kept up, this unity maintained, we nust show the whole world that we've come
here not at all in order to humiliate the white and become conguerors on our
own but to demonstrate our love of mankind, to prove that we practice what we
preach. The Christians say: love thy neighbor, They say so0, so why donft
they do so0? Scientifically and philosophically speaking they say they know the
truth, why don't they show 1t?

Now we shall see what the heart of every couniry represents, let's hope we
shall, let's hope we will, Perhaps they'll not let us come back in another
fifty years, perhaps we shall have to wait another generation, I don't know,
Perhaps there may be some doubts of that unityf, Rrothers from the Indian
¢ontinent, brothers, by and through unify, brothers in our claims, brothers
in behalf of oppressed people.

MIKE MEYERS, Onondaga Nation, Institute for the Development of Indian Law

I want to say that as a person who has worked for this first time when our

people have come here as one people of the western hemisphere to talk to the

w orld and ftry to explain the conditicns that we face that what I have seen in
the past year of worlt in this is that there has been an organic growth going

on amongst the native peoples, It's the same kind of organic growth as when

you put that seed into the earth and you know that the various things of the

earth work together with that seed to bring about a good thing for the 1ife of
all people and that cycle has been going on since the time that this place began .

My deepest concern in this work has always been that unfortunately the people

who co-occupy the corner of the world with us for wvhatever réasons seem to have
a vicious strain in them. They have a vindictiveness in them, It may be because
their guilt is so overwhelming about how they treat us that sometimes they have
to try to murder us, or jail us, or assassinate our leadere or carry on acts
against our people.

I hope that those of you who sit inthis room with us as the representatives of

the co-occuplers of our part of the world will be able to think a little bit

about ouwr lives, our aspirations, our wants, our desires before you send your
final reports home, before you send your reporis home that may cause a death
among our people I have grown to know and love. DBecause if one of them disappears
from the face of the earth because he came here to speak the truth about the
conditions we live in and the things we have to faé¢e, the people who will

remember that mants death will be conming after you.
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NTALL MacDERMOT, Chairman, Special NGO Committee on Human Rights

‘Thig, our fourth conference, is first in a series we hope to organize on racial
discrimination against indigenous peoples. Some people have criticized us for
taking svch an enormous subject as racial discrimination throughout the continents
of South, Central, and North America. Naturally, it has been inmpossible for us

to have gone deeply into the subject in a period of only three and a half days.,
But there have been real advantages in taking this broad sweep. We'lve seen how
much the basic problens are the same, the historical background with ite fterrible
saga of repression, nmassacre, and genocide,

The constant struggle of the indigenous peoples to maintain their own socieities,
culture and traditions in the face of brutal and ignorant oppreéssors who considered
them barbarous savages but were themselves the true barbarians, The cruel impact
of modern technology and the drive for economic exploitation upon these societies
and the remarkable way in which they have nevertheless succeeded in keeping alive
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thelr communities, their - religions, their traditions, and their culture.

For most of us, the representatives of the Non-~goOvernmental Organizations here,
this has been our first meeting with the indigenous Indian people. It has been

a profound expericnce for us. We have been deeply moved by the speeches we have
heard. We have listened with humility to people who have much to teach us about
the values of our socleties. Peoples for whom, for example, care for their
environment is not a recent intellectual discovery but a deép spiritual experience
and an integral part of their whole way of life and outlook.

The purpose of these conférences is two-fold. TFirstly, to inform ourselves

about the gufferings and ‘aspirations of people who are the victims of racial
discrimination., Secondly, to consider ways in which we can assist them and bring
their needs to the attentlon of world opinion and the governments who meet

together here in the United Nations, You must understand that we, nonwgovernmental
organizations, have no power within the United Wations except the power of persuasion,
The United Nations ls composed of governments, and ve are here with consultative
status, with certain rights to submit information on proposals and even to make

oral interventions before certain of the commission, committees, and other bodies

of the organization, Governments, like all of us, are sensitive to criticism

and we have to exercise our role with certain discretion or we will find our

limited rights beinpg fupther limited. The field of human rights is, however, one

of those where the role of the NGOs, what we call the non-governmental organizations,
within the United Nations is generally recognized to be gquite vital. This point

wags made forcibly by the Direntor of the Human Rights Divieion at the opening
session. Much of the progress which has been made within the Ualted Nations in

the field of human ricshts has been the result of initiatives taken by the NGOs.

In our own organizatiom of NGOs we have widely differing views and orientation,

We do, however, succeed in finding much common ground and are able to work together
effectively in these fields for the promotion of human rights, I can agsure you
that all that you have told us, the massive documentation you have brouzht with
you, submitted to us, will be carefully considered and will he Wought by us to

the attention of the appropriate committees and other organs of the United Nations,

Some people have guestioned whether this conference has not been too one-~sided,

0f course it has been one-sided. Its purpose has been to hear the spokesmen of
the side that has not yet been heard or little heard in the Foruhs of the United
Nations. It's not our fault if the other side hasn't been heard. We have invited
all the governments concerned to attend the conference and I'm glad to say that
very many of them have done the honor tgaus of doing so. Theytve had every




opportunity to participate in our discussions but in general have chosen not
to do s0. That is their decision and we can understand and respect their reasons.

We haven't come here as a comulttee of inguiry, still less as a tribunal, trying
to pass judgement., We cawme here to listen, to larn about the deeply felt sense’
of injustice, oppression, frustration of the indigenous peoples of the Americas,
Many have spoken with passiorn and many have also presented, most ably, carefully-
reasoned and well-documented evidence and arguments. We have been greatly impressed
and are most grateful to you, We will, T hope, in continuing consultation with
you, seek the most effective ways in which we can bring your concerns before the
United Nations., I hope that you may find our experience of vallte to you in
helping to find the .most effective ways of presenting your cage, It is, as I

have said, a gensitive field and those of us who work in the field of human rights
in all parts of the world kmow how difficult it can be to take action which is
really effective and constructive,

We have at this conference established many ligks, personal Iriendships, and
organizational links which can serve as the basis for future cooperation. On
behalf of the community of non~governmental organizations, I want to thank you
all, you the Indians, the indigenous peoples here, for all the immense efforts
you have made at considerablc expense to come here and ianform us about your
sufferings and struggles. I'm sure that our organizations#ill respond to your
appeals and will do &ll in their power to help you in any way they can, I hope
you feel that our labors together have been worthwhile and that in this final
resolution of our conference we've given you a tool which will be useful to you
in your work.

ROMESH CHANDRA, Chairman, NGO Sub~Committee on Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Apartheid and Decolonization

The final resolution of this conference has been prepared by the steering committee
on the basis of the discussions which have taken place in the commissions., In
accordance with the rules, it is essentially a progran of recoumendations for
action and therefore it brings together the main recommendations for action in

the various reporits and it must be seen as a whole with any other recommendations
that arise from the reports of the three commissions.

These recomnendations are to be carried out by each non-governmental organization
in accordance with its own possibilities, its mandate. Some will be able to

carry out one particular recommendation of action, soile more, and when it is
adopted, it is adopted with this understanding, that each non-~governmental organi-
zation which stands with it, agrees to let it go through, first of all accepts
these recommendations which po out to the whole NGO world for everyone to do as

he thinks best, Many will be able to do a great deal, Others may have difficulties,
It does not bind any non-governmental organization unless that orpganization through
its own bodies may later on endorse it. 8o it is in that spirit that this is
placed before you. It ie a document which has been mandated, discusséd by the
steering committee at great length and presents their unanimous views,

This document is not the end, It is the beginning for the NGOs, for each one of’
us. This has been a glorious three days, four days, for we have learned so nuch,.
My brother says, if anyone dies, I tell you clearly there’will be harassment and
repression against many, who perticipate in this conference, Why? Te it because
the conference 1s 2 hoax? Mo rer~~c=ion if wvou attend ronferences which are a




hoax, Repression and harassment because this has been real and people have

heard you. Bven the most cynical have heard you in their hearts, have been

shaken up as never before, But this T pledge, and it is in this resolution, on
behalf of all the NGOs and all the others who are here that if there iz victinizaw
tion, harassment, repression, terror, murder against anyone who participated in
this conference.~ and that has been done already, make no mistake -~ then you can
count on a worldewide 6ut—cry by the non-governmental organizations who stand
beside this conference, Do not touch a hair of our brothers. 1hat can we do
agairst the powerful who might touch you. We can do a loi by public opinion,

We can do a lot by raising our voices. And so we say clearly here that we shall
take all possible measures to support and defend any participantsAn the conference
who may face prosecution and harassment on their return,

The program of action is one which begins with the call for the 1l2th of October

to be a day of disgrace, of shame, of mourning for indigenous nations and peoples.
Tt will be observed by you, in your way. The mourning is nct to accept, Mourning
is to fight, All over the world, how ever we can, we shall try to make people
know the results of this conference and declare their solidarity with your
struggle, Solidarity doesn't mean solidarity on my terms or the terns of those

of those who give the solidarity. Solidarity to be effective is an unconditional

solidarity with the true representatives of the people with whow you have solidarity.

80 we ac¢cept solidarity in terns of the way you have presented your wishes and
demands.

We propose to take the results of this conference to the United Hations General
Asgembly's meetings, We propose to take it with your help to all the appropriate
audience of the United Nations, But that is only the beginning. The whole program
of action which is here is one which has opened up a new stage in the struggle which
people of the world are waging for the justice and the right of the indigenous
nations and peoples of the Americas, Whatever the position of each one of us
pight be, whether we werc with you before this much or with you a little this is
certain: after hearing you, we'!ll do more,

My brother . gaid,"Maybe we won't come here again?'0f course I don't mind telling
you some people do say,"How can these premises be used again and again for this
type of talk?" Well for years these premises have been used again and again
against indigenous nations and peoples, 8So do you mind very nuch, dear gentlenmen
in authority, if once for a few days the platforms of the indigenous nations and
peoples and those who stand by then are voiced? We shall come again, Let's

open the door to going to different parts of the world with the decisions oOf

this conference, with this resolution and the documents of the commissions,

Thig is not the end.

T see before me the beginning of a great new struggle of all the peoples of the
world in solidarity and support of indigencus nations and peoples, And I see at the
same time indigenous nations and peoples more and more taking an active part for
their own rights and for their own people and for the rights of every people

who fight for their independence and Justice in the world, The struggle is not
separate, the struggle is together with all the peoples of the world. That is

why the last word this resolution speaks of ... is the word together.

We stand together, We fipght together., We struggle together, We carry forward
the light of these days, the knowledge of these days, the spirit of these days,
the spirit of this earth, of ours, of yours and ours, We carry it forward
together., T would like to present you this final resolution with these words and
ask you to adopt it together and carry it out together, This is not the end. It
is the beginning of our wori,
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Translation from Spanish

STATEMENT SUBMITTED ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BOLIVIA

Mr. Romesh Chandra, Chairman of the Sub-Comnmittee on Racism, Racial
Discrimination, Apartheid and Decolonization, sent to His Excellence, the
President of Bolivia on July 15, a letter suggesting the assistance of a
government representative as a guest, in order to be informed of its work
and eventually to nake statements on behalf of the government regarding
the subjects to be covered,

The Permanent Representation cof Belivia has followed the work of the
Conference ip accordance with this kind invitation.

Bolivia is fully conscious of the problems, historical in origin, faced by
the indigenous and tribal populations. and therefore it welcomes all serious
and constructive action towards facilitating their sclutions and believes
that this Conference can make effective contributions in the matter, With
full awareness of the reasons for choosing a regional perspective for the
Conference, this should not, nevertheless, give the erronecus impression
that the problems treated are more serious in the Americas than in other
parts of the world,

On the other lmd, I think that the Conference has pointed ocut the enormous
variety of situations and particular problems which can be observed in this
more restricted area - the Americas.

For instance, in the Bolivian case, we have found that a strict application
of the concepts of protection and integration included in the international
ingtruments -~ the ILC Convention Number 107 and the relevant International
Labour Office recommendations, could have brought us to the paradoxical
result of a protectionism unsuitable to our country's reality, where it
would be totally improper to speak of indigenous "minorities", excepting

of course the forest groups of our Amazonian Region,

It is not necessary, Mr, Chairman, that I occupty the time of this Conference
with descriptive declaration of the Bolivian situation in the matter of

its interest. The substantial progress attained during the last twenty-five
years by the Bolivian peasant populations, principally identified as of
indigenous origin, has already become American history. The main elements

of this progress are:

Radical agrarian reforn ended the latifundic regime, of c¢olonial
origin, changing the situation as far as land tenure is concerned
and also the system of free services imposed by the former regime;
concession of the universal vote, without restrictions, cobstacles

or gualifications; the unhampered right to form trade unions which
has made the Belivian rural population one of the organiszed forces
with mogt weight in the life of the country; improvements in matters
education, health and the extension of social security. This brief
survey would not be ¢ mplete without pointing out the very important
acceleration of Bolivian economics in the last five years, and my
government's positive efforts towards development, creating tengible
and dynamic conditions which permit the Bolivian urban and rural
population to take advanbge of these rights and possibilities with
nuch better results.
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All these aspetts cannot be neglected in the serious and objective study
which the Conference certainly wants to achieve as the only conceivable
base for the success of its efforts. The fact that outright subjective
individual declarations have taken place in it must not result in the
Conference's loosing sight of the indispensable need of h;storlcal and
scientific discipline and objectivity.

The Goveranment of Bolivia awaits with interest the final report and
conclusions of this Conference, inh which, given its nature, ny delegation
has preferred not to intervene,

.Afmando Loalza~Mariaca
Permanent Alternate Representatlve
In Charge of Affalrs a.l.

Geneva, 23 September 1977
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sTATIMENT SUBMITTED BY THE GOVERNMENT CF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

The United States! guests to the International NGO Conference on Discrimination
against Indigenous Populations in the Americas - 1977 - have listened with

great interest to the discussions which have taken place in these meetings

the last four days. We are pleased that the original people of our country

have gathered here in Geneva to discuss these matters of vital inportance to
human rights., We are warmed by the initiative you have shown in carryiang your
concerns to this forun,., This kind of dialogue can only happen in open societies,
gocieties that are not afraid to learn from past nistakes.

Az you know, President Carter insists that the United States will discuss human
rights violations wherever they occur. It would he useless and, moredover, a
disservice to gloss over the injustices suffered by native peoples in the United
States, as well as by other ethnic groups., Anmbassador Andrew Young has positively
supported the United States' participation here out of his conviction that
vigorous efforts must be made to eliminate grievances at home as well as abroad.
While rejecting hyperbole, the United States remains concerned about and is
sensitive to any serious charges of hunan rights abuses committed against

United States citizens. In accordance with President Carterls statements on

our human rights policies, the United States will investigate any seriouns charges:
presented and take corrective actions which prove necessary.

It is fitting that we meet together at this tine in sclewmn reCognition that
this week we should observe the anniversary of the deaths of two courageous
Indian men: Chief Joseph of the Nexn Perce and Richard Qaks of the Akwesasne
Mohawk Nation,

The new Administration intends to learn from the past. Therefore, it is
committed to hearing the truth from the voices of the native peoples themselves,
An important step in that direction has been the American Indian Policy Review
Commission’'s two-year study of present conditions, Much that is worthwhile

has come from this investigation. 1In fact, perhaps the single most important
aspect of this investigation is that it authentically represents the voices of
Indian people. The next step will be for us to carefully consider the recommen-
dations coming from this conference here in Geneva.

We share the concern of native people over the gquestion of sterilization of
Indian women., We welcome the forthcoming investigations of the U.S. Conmission
on Civil Rights and the Generszl Accounting Office as constructive preliminary
steps towards the resolution of the problem. As an Open society we welcome
investigations that will aid us in enforecing the U.S. policy against steriliza~
tion without informed consent. However, the United States categorically
rejects the charges of genocide which is defined in Article IT of the Convention
on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide as "acts committed
with the intent to destroy" a group.

The guestion of prison systems and processes is of great concern to the U.S.
Department of Justice and to all Americans. Specific issues requiring specizl
attention relate particularly to the criminal justice system and to thoge who
are incarcerated,

67 o




We appreciate the opportunity now before us to develop a unigue relation-
ship between the United States and the native governnents and groups

within our own geographical borders. The decisions being entered into

in relationship to the native P€ople in the State of Maine signal a new
kind of relationship in the making: the Carter administration has requested
that the Justice Department represent the efforts of the Indian people in
their overdue claims in that region.

We are encouraged by the possibility of the establishment of -an international
organization of indigénous peoples of the Americas - one that would go beyond
the borders of the U.38., to include all of the Western Hemisphere,

The United States and the native people of our country share a conmmon
spiritual and governmental origin by the fact that we have based our constitu=
tion upon the governmental example designed by the ancient League of the
Iroguois, as acknowledged by Benjamin Franklin,

We have heard it sald over the past few days that spirituality in government
iz the Indian "way". A reverence for nature and the world of the spirit
should be an integral part of all governments., We look forward to the day
when an ethical, noral and spiritual regeneration everywhere in the govern-
ments of the world has been achieved,

The U.8. Adninistration is committed to continuing the policy of Indian
self=determination under the recent Indian Self~Determination and Educational
Assistance Act (P.L. 93-638), As Secretary of State Vance has indicated,
the U.8., does not clain perfection and is anxious to learn how to improve
the success of its ovm efforts to further the achievement of human rights

in the United States., The special difficulties and problems involved in the
preservation of traditional cultures within modernizing societies are shared
by indigenocus peoples the world over, These cannot be minimized. The
status of indigenous populations throughout the world is now being studied
by a special rapporteur for the U.N. Sub-~Cotmission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, The United States hopes that
this will engender wider understonding of and suggest creative ways of
ameliorating the special problems of the indigenous peoples of the world,

As President Carter recently wrote:

"The struggle goes on here at hone.... In the long run, I am
optimistic. Changes will not come guickly, but they will surely
come, History moves slowly and fitfully; but as long as we are
true to ouréselves, history, where human rights are concerned, is
on our side.M
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