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Friends of the Earth

FRIENDS OF THE EARTH AND SURVIVAL INTERNATIONAL SAY “SHUT
THIS DOOR TO DESTRUCTIOR™

EMBARGO: 11.00 am BST 11th May 1892 °

At 11.00 am today,'Friends of the Earth and Survival
International will stage a demonstration at the UK's Timber
Trade Federation [1] in order to draw attention to “the timber =T
industry's reole in Lroplcal rainforest destruction.

Activities by the timber indmstry, which have sometimes proved
to be illegal [2], are v;olatlnq the rights of tribal peoples’
3] and leading to the loss of thousands of wildlife species.

The action coircides with thé publication of a major'néW‘
Friends of the Earth Report detailing the impacts on
indigenous communities stemming from the extraction of
Mahogany in the Amazon rainforests. It details a process of
coltural destructlon at the hands of loggers and the ways in
which consumers in Britain have been misled abcut the °ources
of, timber they buy. Press . coplas of the report will be
avallable at 11.00 am on 1lth. May. ' ‘ ‘

- To-symbolise the link between the'timber industry, speciés
loss and the impact.on {ribal peoples, Friends of -the Earth
and Survival International will display réclaimed Mahogany
doors [4] bearing hard-hitting:ﬁassages to the UK's timber
industry. ZLetters, including a message from former Brazilian
Environment Secretary, José Lutzenberger, (copy attached),
will be delivered to the Timhér Trade Federation: 1

With ;eépect.togthe timber'industxy; Mr Lutzenberger says that
"My attempts to stop their illegal acpivitios.were‘pértly'
responsible for my sacking”. :

.
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Following the demonstration, a press conference hosted by
Jonathon Porritt, Special Adviser to Friends of the Earth, and
Stephen Corry, Director of Survival, will take place at the
entrance to the Timber Trade Federation at 11.30 am.

Stephen Corry said today:

*The lives of many tribal peoples are hanging in the balance
a8s their homes are cut down around them. In Brazil, the Arara
tribe, for example, has been reduced to 130 people due to the
illegal extraction of Mahogany on their land. It simply must
be stopped now. "[5]

Tony Juniper, Tropical Rainforest Campaigner at Friends of the !
Earth said: ‘ w

"The trqplcal timber industry has reacted to criticism over
its role in rainforest destruction in ways that are at best
misleading and in some cases dishonest. The industry must
shut the door to gnrestricted timber imports by calling for
official regulation."[€]

The Timber Trade Federation and the industry-supported
"Forests Forever” campaign [7] have repeatedly refused to
acknowledge the role of logging in the destruction ¢f the
tropical rainforests. Priends of the Earth and Survival
International will he calling on the Timber Trade Federation
and the Forests Forever campaign to publicly accept that
timber import regulation is urgently nceded.

The action takes place on the same day as othersg staged
throughout the world and the screening of a powerful BBC
‘documentary entitled “Your Furniture — Their Lives® [8].
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For more information contact:

Tony Junipeﬁ, Friands of thq Earth:

071 490 0336 (direct) 071 490 1535 (switchboard)
Fiona Watson, Survival International:

(071) '723 5535

HOTIES TO EDITORS

f1] There will be a photo-opportunity at llam outside the
Timbor Trade Federation, at 26-27 Oxendon 8t, 8Wl. This will
be followed by a press conference starting at 11.30am. If
necessary (due to adverse weather conditions etc.), the -
conference will be continued at: The Royal Circle Bar, Comedy

Theatre, Pantoan St SW1.

[2] Recent research by Friends of the Earth has revealed that
British companies bave imported illegally-exported timber from.
the Philippines and that British companies were invelved in
large-scale frauds and other illegal activities in Ghana.

[3] Logging contintes unabated on indigenocus landsz in Brazil,
often with tacit state backing and in collusion with FUNAT
(Brazil's Indian Agency). In 1988 fourteen Tikuna Indians
were massacred by Brazilian timber merchants, Survival
International has repeatedly called on the Brazilian
Government to try the assassins who are still free.
Uncontacted indigenous populations are at particular risk from
this kind of abuse as their first contact with the outeide
world is through violent confrontation with loggers.

[4] In order to highlight the wasteful nature of timber use in
the UK, two doors reclaimed during the demolition of buildings
will be used to convey a hard-hitting messagc.

[51 Survival Intermational is calling apon the Brazilian
Governmpent to demarcate the remaining part of the Arara
Reserve krnown as Cachoeira Seca immediately and in accordance
with the Brazilian Constitution. Survival International will
also be delivering letters today to the embassies of Bolivia,
Brazil, Cameroon, Canada, Malaysia and Zaire demanding an
immnediate halt to illegal logging on tribal lands without the .

free and informed comnsent of trnbal peoples.

[6] A Friends of the Earth critique of the Forestsz Forever
campaign highlights several false claims. For example, a
recent Friends of the Earth report presents sclentific

“information showing how Forests Forever's claim that "The

timber industry does not itself endanger species” to be wrong.

{7] Rey facts about the Timber .Trade Federaticn and the
related Forests Forever campalgn can be found on the attached
sheet.

.



[8] “Your Furniture -~ Their Lives"” 1s an Open Space production
to be broadecast by BBC2 at 7.30pm on Monday 11th May. The
film deals with the role of Britain in the violatiopn of Indian
territories in the Amazon for the logging of Mahogany.
According to official sources, in 1991 alone the UK imported
some 48,000 cubic metres of this valuable timber.

ENDS
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The trade In Braz!lian mahogany and other troplcal woods is  out
of ctontrol, In 1992 nast of the timber lgaving thie country for
Britain will comne, illegally, +fromw Iandian and Blolocagical
Renerves. By buyling Brazilian timger you in Britain are
threatening many of the Amazon's lndigenous with extinction.

The cutters are not only ransacking the forests in  these
protected areas to supply youw with kitchens and lavatory seate:
in many places they are also killing the Indlans. Indigenous
praple such as Korawbe, Tikuna and dwa-fuaja and others have been
nurdered by the tinber cutters” gunmen. The . dliseages lumbermen
introduce have turped Into epidemics. While the lagaling coatinues
there is 1ittle Brazil Iis daing ta protect its forest rescrves.

Though timber cutting inside reserves is [llegal, tlimber traders
in many parte of the Amazon wield more money and power than most

government departnents. They have siicceded [n corrupting many of

_the people charged with the protection of the Indlans and

Forcets. My attemps to'stop thelr illegal activlitles were partly
responsible for my sackina, '

As there s l1ittle we can do to step the supply, it Is up te the
prople of Britaln and other First World countries to stop the
demand. Britaln uses 52X of the mahogany Brazll produces. Please
stop thls trade: you are dealing with Human Lives.
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Politicos (requeniamante
pansam qua cada uma day
cartan que recebe
reprgsania g opinEo de
varias conlenas da
pesscas {mals do 800, em
giguns casos), qua nao sa
oo o rabalho de
e5cravor.

Degicando alguns minutos
pate escrever um caria ag
endereqo gado nesle
bolelim, voch estard
agindo alglivamanta para,
garatlr a sobrevivincia
cos Arara

+ Escrava em portugues,
espanhol, Ingiss ov em
sua prépria iingua,

+ 5gia brava,

» E mulic Importerte que
vacs s6ja pafids -
Ingegendenia de como sa
mniz sobro o assunta ¢

Por tavar, colabora. Wultas
cammpanhas do canas da
Survtva! loram bem
sucedidag NG peSSE0D.
fsalmento, vae a pena |

Brast

lhdios araraem
perigo de extingéo

A extragfdo ilegal do megho
ostd levando mithares de
coionos e sg Instelarem nas
tarras dos indios Arara, no Rio
triti, cufa populagéo, em duss
décadas da invasdes de
minslros ¢ crladares de gado,
j4 fora reduzida a menos da
cenlo o Lrinta. Agora, novss
trilhas para exploragdo
maderelra esifo sendo abertas
no coragfic de suas florestas, o
uma eg¢io (meciata é
nacessdrio pars garentlr a
sobrevivdncia dos Arara a mals
asta infrusdo.

Uma estrada aberta pala
Companhia Maderaira Bannach -
companhla que venda mogno
paig o Relno Unido - atravessa a
reserva Arara peio malo, lendo
atra’do, estima-ss, csrea de
cineo mil colonos. A estrada llga
a serraria da empresa,
construlda no sul as tarras
indizenas, 4 Rodovia
Transamazdnica, que dosde os
anos 70 corta o rorte do lerrtério
Arara. Qutra esirada eslé sendo
abaria no ossle da resarva, onde
vive am grupe Arara recam
contatado, 1alo ndo apenas val
exper & feglao a bma malar
davastagéo, mas celocard uma
grava ameaga a esles Indios,

Calzula-se qua mas da doz mil
hactzres da reserva,
partizularmenta rica em mogno,
lorarn ja destruides por corte
llega! @ Indiscriminado de drvores
@ pela aberlura de plantagdes.

Pl d. Rl L hrnsrdn bala 1049

00 Arara tiveram nedlo de suas
terras tomadas. Em 1988,
Romera Juea Filhe, ex-presidsnle
da FUNA! dasafiando a
Constitulgio Brasilelra, que
garanie gos povos indigenas o
direlto da habitar seus leqdtdrios
ancestrals, concedeu duas dreas
Arara a colenog, Incluindo a
totalidade do nerta da resava, Os
Arara 13 sslabslsckios foram
forgados a panlir e mudar-sa para
o sul de sau lesrltdvia,

Em desespero, devido ao
descaso das autoridsdes, vinte
Indios tocaram fogo nas casas e
planlagfes dos colonas,
expulsando-os da resetva, em
1989, Em resuitado, a FUNAI
acabou por demarcar cerca de
300 mul heclares de terra para ¢s
Arara, em 1950.

O restanie do ferriiério, que cobra
688.5C1 heclares, apasar de
raconhacido como {aritdrle Arara,
n&o se gncantra alnda
oficlaimania demarcado.

Enguante {sso, pelo menos duas
mil pessoas, vivendo as margsens
da Transamazdaica, ameagam
Inslaler-so em lorras Indigenas.
Trithas foram abertas em lorno da
resarva o varlas, Inclusive,
através dasta.

Os Arara contalados loram
forgados a natalar-gg em Irdse
aideias, sob os 'cuidados' de
funcionar.cs da FUkAl e
missiondrios fundamentslistas,
Tanio uns como gulres astio
Implomentando répidas e
profundas iransformagtas no
modo do vida Indigena. Uma daa
aldelns fica préxima a
Transarnzzénica o 63 indios all
feram {crpados a adotar o modo

#* ardund kdsrnabenxl

da vida de agricultoras
sedontdrios.

Fol a constru¢do da Rodovia
Transamazrdnlca, nos anos
sglanta, que, pela primelra vaz,
colocou o3 Arara em conlato
brital com a socledads nagional,
Conllitos entre os Indios que
procuravam defender suas terras
@ 09 lrabaihederag da estrada
eram fraguentas s viclantos,

Em 1978, choques entre Indos o
empregados de uma smpresa
minaradora resullarsm na marle
de rés minelros e doze Arara. E,
apenas nesle ang, diversas
mineradoras requlsitaram
parmissfic para sxplorar o
tarritéric Arara. Nos anos selenta,
a FUNAI vendeu uma consldaravel
parie desle lerrltdrio para
criadores de gade,

Hosgse makd tempo, desde fins da”
década de selenta, engenheiros
vam fazendo lavantamenties na
regido, com vistas ao propesto
slsterng de barragens ao longo do

Arara} =m sarrana
*  aldaia Arara
BRASIL [{}, draa Arzra

Rio Xingt. O prajelo fol

suspendido; caso the sofa dade
prossaegulmanto, porém, a
reprasa de Babaguara Inundard -
grande parte da Hoeserva Arara,

Incluindo duas aldeias,

Sam a proteglo de kodas as suas
terras, os Arara ndo sobreviverdo
afé o proximo século. Por favor,
escreva Uma carla cortés Ao
Presidante do Brasil em spoie
803 Arara.

Menclone os seguintes téplcos:

© Todas 4s madareiras operando
no lerritério Asara, Inclulrdo a

L 4

2o etim de Aglo Urgonie Maio 1932

Companhla madereira
Bannach, devem sar

imadlatamante removidas,

pagando ainda uma

incdanlzagdo acs Arara. A 1
brasilelra prolbe axploragso da

warras indigenas sem o

consenlimento destes dlimas,

Todes og celonos devam ser
pacificainenie ramovidos para

{ora da reserva Arara, e

providos de tarra suficlenta

am oulro kigar.

A Area rastante da reserva,
conhgcida como Cachoeira
8aeca, onde habliam indios
recem contaclados, deve

sor demarcada imediatamenta.

{Escreva; Vossa Excelénela)
Exmo Sr. Farnanda Collor de
Malio

Presidento da Replblica
Paladlo do Planalto
Beasfila, DF '
Brasii

indonésia; Yall.

Q governo ds Indenésla
0514 agorg usanda a fomse
¢Omo uma dascuips para
raaiocer, & forga, os Yzl

de Siimo, Papua

Ogidanial - um movimento |
que lara ponsequenclas
devastaicras para ssia
povo. A nova locagds
chema-ss Elalm - tralp-s5
do mesme kuger para onds *
08 Hupla foram lorgatios a
mudar-s¢ sm 1989, apds
uim lememoto {veja

Boletim da Surviva! da
sutubro ds 1080). A
mudanga trard aos Yal
probigmes simllaraes
&qustles yividos peios
Hupla: o peripo de

doengss naves para ales,
coma & malaria, conliics

¢g lema Com oulrCs poves
vivondo na Area,

suirimenic por caysa ca
dist&ncie dos parsiies 8

do territdrlo de seus
ancesiras, A ramogho faz
pare ga politica do

governa indonésio do
‘clvillzar povos tribale
trans!erindo-gg da suas
Araas remotas o rcas sm
recurscs para rogiocs

mals ecessivois. Por fevor,
Gxpresse sLa aproansto
ao: Presicent Suhano,
Prosiden B, Islans
Nogard, Jalan Vateran,

Jakdna, ingonesie. ’



