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GENOCIDE AND ECOCIDE IN AMAZONAS/LATIN AMERICK

The nsture of Lgtlin Ancrica is compos.d of diiferent
typcs nd forms f.g. mountains, plains <nd aescrts, where
plints, 4nimgls and insects =proe ports of on ccologicsl
gystem, ~n cqulilibriwn proserved since very long 4fo.

Man, lere reproscanted oy the Indisn, wns ond is well
adapted to thc actusl cnvironment and constitubtes no threat
whet so aver to the delicate balance of nature. On the
contrary, he 1s part of this veoy belance.

Wlthh the colonization the exploitation of the pcoples and
nature of Letln Americo started. The span of time oetween the
first stuge of colonlzation and up til now, presents
inmumerable examples of the o¢xtinction of entlre indisn folk
groups and the devestation of nature. As an cxemple of
orgenized perscecution can dbe mentionsd the rubocr-boom be-
ginning at the e¢nd of the 19th century and going on up to
obout the %ime around the outbrenk of the first world war.
The number of indlans tortured and killed during this time
emounts to tenths of thousands.An illuminating exsmple is
presented by the fate of the Hulto-tribe, which wss reduced
petween 1900-1212 from formcrly about 50.000 to about 7000
members. After the rupber-poom the cxtermination and perse-
cution of indian folk groups continucd with ever more refined
metheds. %ell documented are the innumersble /sc below/
asttempts ol extermination tnat have been directed towards
individunl tribes, attempts whiere among cther means of de~ -
struttien vlso biolbglcel woesapors have been used, for
example the deliberate spresding of amallpox fnd mass
poisoning with arsenic/mixed with flour/.donventional
weaponry from hunting rifles to machine-guns and even bombing
with napalm have been used/lor documentary refcrences see
appendix/.

In the middle of the 1lYth century the indians
represented almost 52, of the c¢ntire population in Amazonasg -
today they dont excecd 3 or 4,, figurcs that cannot be
explained by reference to an increase in white fronticr
celonization in Amazonas.

However, thne extermination that goes on is not
simply & physical one. As a dirsct result of the actilvities
of christian mission, a cultural and soecial break-down
process is taking place among the indlan peoples in all parts
of Amszonas ond other parts of Latin America as well,

The above mentioned effectively repressive methods
for braking down culturss and scclal systems, thus elimi-
nating expected resistance agalnst the continulng expleitation
hovye besn practised ever since the 16th century. Consciously
or unconsciously the christian mission has largely contri-
buted towzrds creating the conditions nsceasary for the ex-
ploitntion of land, nature and pecople. lugarding this, there
are numerous regorts from different parts of the continent
concerning different indian cultureas. The completely strange
and new soclal environment and situstlion of life into which
the indians are forced is either the characteristic slum
areans around the larger cities of Latin America, alreandy
overcrowded by poor farmworkers end unemployed, or some form
of humiliating serfdom in the farming arcas. Thut these
conditlions are not unknown, by those responsible, is well
illuminated by an official resolution of the Vorldd Council
of Churches, the Barbados Declaration /1971/, which re-
commended the complete and immediste abandonment of all
missionary activity in those areas of Lotin America where
indisn cultures and social system were still in existence.
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The reason was the complebe absence of a single example
where an indian folk group, as a result, had obtained a
better social situation.

It is obvious that an acceptable solution regarding
the indian peonlmsﬂin line with the (N Decleretion on humsn
rights / scc particulary articles 1,8,3,4,6,9,7,5,9,10,11,
12,13,15,17,183,2 o,g,gcunfo,ud 30./ is not compatible with
tne metﬂods snd #0018 ol tne christian mission, which though
still is cerrice onl

nile the indlsn pooples wre victims of o physicenl
t#r dncstion, and a sosisl destruction, nature in these awons
in the procsss of realeslliy VLLFHCLLU, chirnges. . In drasil
ifor oxaaple, lastesd of ¢llowing scailel, cconomicsl and
politlcsl chinges, thnge In powar ors btrylng To solve the
problem witn chs Londless messes, by meuns of & levy of
completoly devest: ting, wodern teommology.ihe ulbimste re-
sult will ba thoe devestiticn of vast forest aress In Amazonas
peing clecred for cultivetion., 4s iu well #nown, this plon
hes coused alsmn rnd "DHLQTJ armeny _UILO nuaber of leaodaing
piologists who seriously stress Ln t the strotum of vegetable
mould availsnonle., ogling vcry tnin is rot it for continuous
cultivation. AL the sowe time they stress the cnormous risks
of biologic:i devastatlon as a result of soll erosion and bio-
logical iupoverishmen? coused Ly toxin vwille clearing the vege-
tation., fThere 1o wiso & ouispoxen risk of farreaching
global effects. AN agraran Tolor involving the enltlvation
of hithertoc unused aniriag Ly trece now lundless appears to
be a natural and i the ’U*d run unavolicable soluntion,

At % same LTLwes, U9 patural resourcses of
Amazongs are golng vo be hoeviiy axpiclited by enterprises,
national asz well au no Gl . twork of roads is.
being bullt all over 4 le2sz then probable that
the developmert *hiaw w2 Tnto consideration
ecological ccaneotjc*‘ 3 0L The environment
and respect for ths UN n orights,

Tho r“ob*:‘ ang ﬂre confronted
are thus of S67erlal .o . extermination,
where the worst eloroni 5overnments of
the countries concery 0f thz UN, headed by the
military cdletatorehin ral’edl to prevent the
persecution and 2xLCu Lfewvent 1udian tribes.
are well documented
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As far as Bragil
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cases where thw g0 neld rosponsible for
sanctioning end 4l o svoli actions.
Furthermore in thl baen pessed resently
/ 1970/, COﬂPlEbCﬁ’ Uy declaration on
humen rights, azticls L inatanze the law lega-

lizing the mov“mcnt oy roree o1 ire indisn folk groups.
This law 1s a direct parall T ] ns vassed in the con-
gress of USA in 1Bo0 which w deportation of
indisn tribes froa ol I the country to the
areas west ol the iis swedish official of
the 3ld Cross, mambs: £3 travelling in the
Amazonas on benall o IR sfterwards made the
following mild »remoxlk d*SP“LhJLF Ll sltustions M fe/%/are
doing thc seme faults bGowards bnen/the indens/ as did our
forefathers in tae 10th century". As charscterization of
the actual ruthless and indelensible situation, this remark
isg far to irsufficient to bhe ccc Dtublb, coming from an
expected thoroush  Investigatlion carried out by a human-
itarian organiﬂation?

b/ A coming ecocide ol the very nature Ifirom which they live
and feed tnemﬂplveq thus wvhyzically eliminating thelir very
existence.




¢/ Cultural and social breakdown, where the christian mission
is Of crucial importance providing the very conditions for the
destruction of the various indlan socleties.

d/ Destructive individual implications of the breakdown.

The Impact of completely forelgn norms and values, _
cthnocentrically introduced without respect or considerstion
of the existing norms and values in the societles iIn guestion.
This serves to create a state of frustration leading to the
break-down of customary and personal relations (femily as well
as religious e.g) Resultantly there occurs strong feelings of
alienation, lack of 1ldentity and finally the complete - loss
of selfrespect. In the final phase, whet remains to the
idividusl are the substitutes liguor and drugs , ending up
with death in the slum.

- Since the indians are not regarded as citizens in the
legal sense in a majorlty of the Latin American states,
they must bDe characterized as statelesw thus falling not
only under the competence but the direciresponsability of
the UN ( | ) provided that the orgsnization is interested
in retaining the respect of the world.
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Bern, SCHWEIZ.
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E. Becker-Donner - 1962 GuaplordGebiet
Bulletin of tne " "{Rakaa-nova, Rondonia)
International Committee . -
on Urgent Anthropologilcal

and Ethnological Research,(BICUAER)
Wlen, AUSTRIA.
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L. Boglhr - 1962 LAcculturation des

Annals of the Réprstek Indiens Nemblkuara

Museum, ( Nambikward, Mato Groaso)
Prag, TJECKOSLOVAKIA

W.H. Crocker - 1963 A preliminsry analysis
Revista do lusocu of some Canela religious as-
Paulista, pects (Rankokamekra, Maranhao)
Sao Paulo, BRAZIL

R. Fuerst - 1970 Erste Porschungsergebnisse

Akten des 38. Inter- bel den slidlichen Nambikuare

naticnalen Amerikanisten~ (Nambikwara, Mato Grosso)
kongresses,

Stuttgart-Minchen,
GERMANY
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G.Crinberg - 1966 Urgent Research in North-
BICUAER West Mato Grosso({Tapayuna and
Cinta-Larga, Meto Grosso)

D.lAybury-Lewis - 1967 Agwe-Shovante Society
oxtord (Xavante, wmato Grosso)
A. étraux - 1962 Disparition des Indlens
BICUAER dans le BrésilCentral

(Kaiapd, Pard, Goihs,luranhso)
W.saake - 1967 FErstc gontaltte der Canoeiro
Staden~Jahrbuch, lord-West meto Grossos mlt der
Sao Paolo, Kultur der iweilssenf{Canceciros,
BRAZIL Erigpoactsd, koto Grosso)
0. & C.Vilas-Boas -~ 1968 Saving Brazili Stone Age Tribes
National Geograpnic  from Extinction{ Txikso, #ato
tiagazine, Grossa)
Washington,USA |
V. Chiara - 1968 Le proceasus d extermination
Les Temps Modernes des Indiens du Brésil(aripa’ktsa,
Paris, FRANCE Awelkoma, Boro ' ro, Belco-de-Pau,

Canela; Cinta-Larga, Guaran? Kadu¥éu,
Keiaps, Kaingéng, Karaja; Kayabi,
Krahé, Krikati, Mudjetire, Nampikwara,
Paka’a~-nova, Tukufia, Xava’nte, Xetd;

A. G. Frank - 1967 Capitalism and Underdevelopment
in Latin America: Historlcal Studies
New York, USA of Chile and Braszil.

For further documentation see the international press

( the magsacre in Brazil, March 1968 ) varicus articles

and notices et. cet.
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