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2. The Letter of Pero Vaz de Caminha*®

King M’anoel I decided to follow up Vasco da Gamd's dis-
covery in 1498 of an allwater route to India with a larger
expedition. Under the command of Pedro Alvares Cdbrdlu a
fleet of thirteen vessels sailed from the Tagus River :)n
Mareh 8, 1500. Veering westward from their course for
somie, as yet, unexplained rcason, the Portuguese sighted
,Iarz_d at 17° latifude south on April 22. Cubral at Donce
clazmed.thc land for his sovereign and spent about a weck
reconnoitering the coast, Aboard the flect was an educated
govermmnent official named Pero Vaz de Caminha, who
wrote the king a glowing report of a beautiful land aud inno-
cent natives. Daied May 1, 1500, this letter is the first chron-
{cle of the newly-found land of Brazil, a name derived from
its first imporlant export, brazilwood.

This same day, at the hour of vespers we sighted land, that is
to say. fisst 2 very Ligh rommded mountain, then other lower
ranges of hills to the south of it, and a plain covered with
large trees. The admiral named the mountain Easter Mount
and the conntry the Land of the True Cross.

He ordered them to drop the pluml-line, and they meas-
ured twenty-five fathoms. At sunsct, about six leagues from
the shore, we dropped anchor in ninetecn let]rmﬁs and it
was a good clean anchorage. There we lay all that ni:ght. On
Thursday moming we set sail and made straight for land,

..... serann

* From the book Portuguese Voyag i
¢ ¢ igues yages 1498-1663 edited by Charles
David Ley. Everyman’s Library No. g86 (Ncgv York: Dutton &

Co., 1947), pp. 42-45, c3- N ] o
% St o5, 5538 305 Rt by pmision of
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with the smaller ships leading, the water being seventeen,
sixteen, fifteen, fourteen, thirteen, twelve, ten and nine fath-
oms deep, vntil we were half a leagne from the share. Here
we all cast anclior opposite a river mouth. It must have been
more or less ten o'clock when we reached this anchorage.

From there we canght sight of men walking on the
beaches. The small ships which arrived first said that they
had scen some seven or cight of them. We let down the
longboats and the skiffs. The captains of the other ships
came straight to this Aagship, where they had speech with
the admiral. He sent Nicolaw Coclho on shore to examine
the river. As scon as the Iatter began to approach it, men
came ont on to the beach in groups of twos and threes, so
that, when the longboat reached the river mouth, there were
cighteen or twenty waiting.

They were dark brown and naked, and had no covering for
their private parts, and they carried bows and arrows in their
hands. They all came determinedly towards the boat. Nico-
lau Coclho made a sign to them to put down their bows, and
they put them down. But he could not speak to them or
make himself understood in any other way because of the
waves which were breaking on the shore. He mezcly threw
them a red cap, and a linen bomnet he had on his head, and
a black hat. And onc of them threw him a hat of large feath-

/crs witl 2 small crown of red and grey feathers, like a par-

rot’s. Another gave him a large bongh covered with little
white beads which looked like seed-pearls.

. .

Thus we sailed along the coast, and, ten leagues from the
spot where we had weighed anchor, the aforesaid small ships
found a ridge of rock which contained a very good, safe port
with a very large entrance. So they went in and struck sails.
The bigger ships came up behind them, and, a little while
after sundown, they struck sails also, perhaps at a league
from the rocks, and anchored in ¢leven fathoms,

Our pilot, Afonso Lopes, was in one of the small ships,
and he received orders from the admiral to go in the skiff to
take the soundings inside the port, for he was a lively and
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capable man for the work. e tock up two of the men of the

country from a canoe. They were young and well formed and

onc of them had a bow and six or seven arows. There ulfcre

E:]:ztny otzllcrs onLthc shore with bows and arrows, but they did
usc them. Later, 1 VO . N

the flagship \v]lcr;r:i}?clyﬂ\]fc;‘: Lrnulél%;'clg :”Olk et icings

o] fa b vith great rejoicings

They arc of a dark brown, rather reddish colour. They *

have good well-made faces and noses. They go naked, with
no sort of covering. They attach no more imp%:tnncc t’o cov-
ering up their private parts or leaving them uncovered than
they do to showing their faces. They are very ingenuous [in
that matter. They both had holes in their ]Owcrblips and a
bone in them as bread as the knuckles of a hand and as thick
as a cotton spindle and sharp at one end like a bodkin. The
put these benes in from inside the lip and the part wiﬁch ijs[
Placed between the Hp and the teeth is made like a rook in
chess. They fit them in in such a way that they do not hurt
them nor h_z'ndcr them talking or cai’ilng or drianing.

Tl}elr hair is straight. They shcar their hair, but leave it a
certain length, not cutting it to the roots, thongh they shave
1t.ab0vc the ecars. One of them had on a kind obf wig covered
with yellow feathers which ran round from behind the cavity
of the ﬂ{u]l, from temple to temple, and so to the back of the
head: it must have been about a hand’s breadth wide, was
very close-sct and thick, and covered his oceiput and lll.S’C'lljS
It was .fastcucd, feather by feather, to his hair with a wl;ite:
paste like wax (but it was not wax), so that the wig was
very round and full and regular, and did not need to bi spe-
cially cleaned when the head was washed, only lifted u g

When they came, the admiral was seated on a chair, Er'ith
a carpet at his fect instead of a dais. ITe was finely dr,cssed
with a very big golden collar round his neck. Sancho de
Toar, Simio de Miranda, Nicolan Coclho, Aires Correia
and t}ac rest of us who were in the ship with him were scutc‘d,
S}I:e this (f]:arpct. Torches were lit. They cntered. Howévcr

y madc no gesture i i :
to the admiral Er any 01(1): zﬁ;gftesy o7 sl of  wish to speak

For all that, one of them gazed at the admiral’s collar and
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began to point towards the land and then at the collar as if
he wished to tell us that there was gold in the country. And
he atso looked at a silver candlestick and pointed at the land
in the same way, and at the candlestick, as if there was silver
there, too. We showed them a grey parsot the admiral had
brought with him. They took it in their hands at once and
pointed to the land, as if there were others there. 'We
showed them a ram, but they took no notice of it. We
showed them a hen, and they weee almost afraid of it and
did not want to take it in their hands; finally they did, but as
if atarmed by it. We gave them things to cat: bread, beiled
fish, comfts, sweetmeats, cakes, honey, dricd figs. They
would hardly cat anything of all this, and, if they tasted it,
they spat it out at once. We brought them winc in a cup;
they merely sipped it, did not like it at all, and did not want
any more of it. We brought them water in a pitcher, and
they cach took a mouthful, but did not drink it; they just put
it in their mouths and spat it out.

One of them saw the white beads of a rosary. e made a
sigh to be given them and was very pleased with them, and
put them round his neck. Then L took them off and put
them round his arm, pointing to the land, and again at the
heads and at the captain’s collar, as if he meant they would
give gold for them.

We took it in this sense, beeause we preferred to. If, how-
ever, hie was trving to tell vs that he would take the beads
and the collar as well, we did not choose to understand Tiirn,
beciuse we were not going to give it to him. Then he 1e-
turncd the beads to the man who bad given them to him.
JFinally they lay on their backs on the carpet to sleep. They
did not try to cover up their private parts in any way; these
were uncireumeised and had their hairs well shaved and ar-
ranged.

The admiral ordered one of his cushions to be put under
cither of their heads, and the onc in the wig teok care that
this should not bc spoiled. They had a cloak spread over
them. They consented to this, pulled it over themselves, and

slept.




24 { COLONIAL PERIOD

t 'Thc] :Idmi.raI orcIchd the exile!, Afonso Ribeiro, and the
I;in:sotolfcgcx'x]c§ to mix in amongst them. And he t:ﬁd Diogo
]m; ’;ﬂd k;ls;l’v}ém, to do the same, since he was a merry fel-
o 2 d kne 10w to amusc them. Te told the exiles to sta
t 1;{:_ t]mt night. So they all went in amongst those people !
N l{stt 1c"y :l'flcrwnrds rc.lutcd, they weat a good league :mc.l a
ait to a hamlet of nine or ten houses. They said tho
h‘oni}cs were each as big as this flugship, They wcr(; made ;;
Pl?ﬁycit:in]ﬁlaﬂl:]sc ISJdc“Ifaysdon, had roofs of straw, and were
: gh- tuach enclosed a single space with no partiti
but a number of posts, High up from { ran s
buta, cr of post to post ran nets,
;2]‘\;1;10311;]11(;;‘2];1;:.hl?cz{\;z: b?'!:){\]v tcillcy lit fircs to warm them-
P ¢ h 0 little doors, one at o :
o'n.c‘:tt the other. Our men said that thirty or fgftym;)dc:n]g
\’\LTL lodged in cach house, and they saw them there. Tllt)cy
f?z‘i:,,?:lf 11:{013 S(:ﬁf:: fooddas t]hcy had, consisting of plenty of
! . r sceds there are in the country whi
éllxlcr:ylgglt]. :lt: \Vﬂiﬁ gc}ihng late, however, and they soon fl]ﬂ;};]?ﬁ
gur men n? hack, for they would not lct any of them stay.
m] Y c_\}zn wanted to come with them, our men said. Our
ﬂ:}:n CK.]C }?]Ilgcd some varvels and other small things of little
1;1(1]101)\‘: tich they had brought with them for some very large
;']ps 0{;3:,11-2?:1 f;{;cghgarlrrots 1and]tvsl'o small green ones, sontl’e
: g 7, and a cloth of ma :
fc;zthcrs, a rather beautiful kind of lnat::?i:;,yago;%lilr: ’]\"}]'l.q'z‘;(’r)f
:alx‘ll ic;cfgwl;-xjﬂy}zuﬂrcccxve all tllFsc things, for the ildll]]l-r:'l)]/
s sonding S}]]Li;;‘to you. So our men came back, and

| The admiral _]md said when we had left the boat, that it
i.x ..(m~1d be b.cst if we went straight to the cross wh'ich was
eaning ;1g:unsE a tree near the river ready to be set up on
the next day, T riday; we ought then all to kneel anc‘l kisslit 50

S .
As a form of punishment, criminals were exiled to distant parts

of the empire {ed.].
¥ A speeies of manioc fed.],

B e —
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that they could sce the respect we had for it. We did so and
signed to the ten or twelve who were there to do the same,
and they at once all went and kissed it.

They scem to be such inmocent people that, if we could
understand their speech and they ours, thcy_m.uld_i.lﬂli_fﬂi:
ately become Christians, sceing that, by all appearances, they
do not mderstarmd-aborrany faith. Therefore if the exiles
who are to remain here Jearn their speech and understand
them, 1 do not doubt but that they will follow that blessed
path Your Majesty is desirous they should and become
Cliristinns and believe in oar holy religion. May it please
God to bring them to a knowledge of it, for truly these peo-
ple are good and have a fine simplicity. Any stamp we wish
may be casily printed on them, for the Lord has given them
goud bodics and good faces, lik¢ good men. I believe it was
not without canse that 11¢ brought us here. Therefore Your
Majesty who so greatly wishes to spread the Tloly Catholic
faith may Jook for their salvation. Pray God it may be ac-
complishied with few difficulties.

They do not pleugh or breed cattle. There are no oxen
here, nor goats, sheep, fowls, nor any other animal accus-
tomed to lve with man. They only cat this inhame, whiclh Is
very plentiful liere, and those sceds and fruits that the earth
and the trees give of themselves. Nevertheless, they are of a
finer, sturdicr, and slecker condition than we are for all the
wheat and vegetables we eat.

While they were there that day they danced and footed 1t
continuously with our people to the sound of ome of our
tambourines, as if they were more our friends than we theirs.
If we signed to them asking them i they wanted to come to
our ships they at once came forward ready to come. So that,
if we had invited them all, they would all have come. We
did not, however, take more than four or five with us that
night. The admira} took two, Siméo de Miranda onc whom
lic took as a page, and Aires Gomes another, also as a page.
One of those whom the admiral took was onc of the guests

who had been brought him when we first amived here; on
this day he came dressed in his shirt and his brother with
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him. That night they werc very handsomely treated, not only
in the way of food, but also to a bed with mattress and
sheets, the better to tame them.

To-day, Friday, 1st May, in the morning, we went on
shore with our banner. We made our way up the river and
disembarked on the southern bank at a place where it
scemed best to us to sct up the cross so that it might be scen
to the best advantage. There the admiral marked the Place
for a pit to be made to plant the cross in. Whilst they were
digging this, e and all of us went for the cross, down the
river to where it was. We brought it from there as in a pro-
cession, with the friars and priests singing in front of us.
There were a quantity of people about, some seventy or
cighty. When they saw us coming, some of them went to
help us to support the cross. We passed over the river along
by the beach. We then went to set up the cross where it was
to be at some two bow-shots from the river. When we went
to do this a good hundred and fifty of those people and more
came up. The cross was then planted, with Your Majesty’s
arms and motte on it, which had before been fastened to it,
and they set up an altar by its side. Friar Henrique said Mass
there, and the singing and officiating was done by the others
who have been alrcady mentioned. About fifty or sixty of the
people of the place were at the Mass all on their knees as we
were. When the Gospel came and we all stood with uplified
hands, they arose with us, lifted their hands, and stayed like
that till it was ended. After which they again sat, as we did.

When God's Body was clevated and we knelt, they all knelt
and lifted their hands as we did and were so silent that 1
assurc Your Majesty it much increascd our devotion.

They stayed with us thus until the Communion was over.
After the Communion, the friars and priests communicated,
as did the admiral and some of us. Since the sun was very
strong some of them arose whilst we were communicating,
but others stayed to the end. Amongst those who stayed was
a man of ffty or fifty-five years old—or rather he came up
amongst those already there and also called others to come.
He went in amongst them and spoke to them peinting to the

Y
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altar and aftcrwards at Heaven, as if he were speaking to a
good purpose. We tookitso. )

When Mass was over, the priest removed lhls vestments,
and mounted on a chair near the altar in his sarplice. He
preached to us on the Gospel and about the Apostics whgse
day it was. At the end of the sermon he rcfm'rcd to the aim
of your most holy and virtuous quest, which caused much

g 85,
d‘-‘r’]%ﬁ“;]‘;cn who stayed all through the sermon looked at
him as we did. The one I have spoken of called others to
come. Some came and some went, At thc. end of.thc SCINOR
Nicolau Cocllio brought a number of tin crucifixes which
had remained over from his former journey. It was thought
well that those people should cach have one hung rounfi
their necks. Friar Henrique stood beside the cross for t]]-IS
parpose. There he hung a crucifix r9L111d cach of their ncc;s,
first making him kiss it and raisc his hands. Mnny came for
this. All who came, some forty or fifty, had crucifixcs hung

it necks. _
m‘j'\ntd];tl];;: a good hour after midday, we went to the S]IIPS to
eat. The admiral took with him the man who had pointed
out the altar and llcaven to the others; he also took a
brother of his. The admiral did him much. honour and gave
him 2 Moorish shirt and his brother a shirt like the others
ad had.

! lf\‘l]'], opinion and every one’s opimion is f{hat these pcc:lplc
lack nothing to beeome completely Cliristian cxcept un (}(:P
standing us; for they accepted as we do all t'hcy saw us do,
which makes us consider that they have no idolatry or w;}r—
ship. I blieve that if Your Majesty could send someone who
could stav awhile here with them, they \'vould all be ‘PCI-.';.
suaded and converted as Your Majesty desires. _Thcrchrc, i
any onc is coming out here, let him not omit to 1_3n1}'11g a
clclrgvmau to baptize them. For, by that time, t]?cy WIE ave
knowledge of our religion through the two exiles who are
remaining with them, who aEs:o communicated to-davyi .

Only one woman came with those who were with us “?-
day. She was young and stayed throughout the Mass. We

sl
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gave her a cloth to cover herself with and put it around her,
But she did not pull it down to cover hersclf when she sat
down. Thus, Sire, the innocence of Adam himsclf was not
greater than these people’s, as concerns the shame of the
body. Your Majesty will jndge if people who live in such‘
innocence conld be converted or no if they were taught the
things that belong to their salvation,

Our Iast action was to go and kiss the cross in their pres-
ence. We then took our leave and went to cat.

1 think, Sire, that two cabin-boys will also stay with the
exiles we are leaving here, for they escaped to land in the
skiff to-night and have not returned amain. We think, 1 say,
that they will stay, because, if God be willing, we are taking
our departure from here in the mOorning,

" It appears to ne, Sire, that the coast of this country must
be a good twenty or twenty-five leagues in length from the
nicst sontherly point we saw to the most northerly point we
can see from this port. In some parts there are great banks
along by the shore, some of which are red and some white;
mland it is all flat and very full of large woods. All the coastal
country from onc point to the other is very flat and very
beautiful. As to the jungle, it sccmed very large o us seen
from the sca; for, Took as we would, we could sce nothing but
land and woods, and the land scemed very extensive. Till now
we have been unable to learn if there is gold or silver or any,
other kind of netal or iron there; we have seen none. ]Iow-ﬁ/
ever, the air of the country s very healthful, fresh, and as
temperate as that of Entre Douro ¢ Minhio?, we have found
the two climates alike at this scason. There s a great plenty,
an infinitude of waters. The country is so well-favoured that
if it were rightly cultivated it would yield everything, because
of its waters.

For all that, the best fruit that could be gathered hence
would be, it scems to me, the salvation of these people.
That should be the chicf seed for Your Majesty to scatter
here. It would be enough reason, even if this was only a rest-
house on the voyage to Calicut. How much more so will it be

? A northern province of Portugal [ed.].
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if there is a will to accomplish and pc-rfonln in this ]:m(;i' whaif:
iL’our Majesty so greatly desires, which is the spreading o

our holy religion.

3. The Royal Letter Granting
Powers in Brazil to
Martim Afonso de Sousa™

ostly of a private na-

ing expeditions, m :
Early Portuguese trading exp Sy of @ B

ture with governmcntal au.t{zonzaiton, cctive in the
wood trade along the Brazilian codst aftcrI 15 tr;;din i
ports of the presence of French merchant s n{;vts i %o i
the Indians caused Jodo I to pay greater a cr‘z—ﬂo [Jo the
vast streteh of coast ke claimed in A]?lCT!C(Ii T tJ ?J)d, derii;},
his atlention from spice-laden Asia, he dlsi)a Ic_u. Martim
Afonso de Sousa with a fleet of ﬁw'z s_rm‘.(l' S;'IPS wem4 0
crewinen and colonists to Brazil. Tlts m.silmdc 'I?zmawa}, ao
explore the coast, estc}tbh‘sh abci?;}igly;dg;tsf th;nkai”g " tod
Trench. To carry out those am . 28,

er;r;nsive powe:sy §0 his first deputy in the New World.

To Whomever it may concern, I mfakc I—:nowr?cﬁthixst (Ijli:;
cou :
ding Martim Afonso de Sousa o my
Sé?ptﬁ%x of the Fleet, which I am sending to the land of

| ‘ e G
Carlos Malheiro Dias {cd.), t :

‘T'iam']c::t?orftfézesa do Brasil (Porto, Portugal: L:ltggraﬁaf I;Lae

23:1:3‘?“1924) II, pp. 159-160. Printed by permission o0

publisher.
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or sixty feet high where he lived. On both sides of that rock
we flattened and prepared small spaces where there were
constructed not only the hall where we met for praying and
d'mmg but various shelters which can accommodate about
c1g]1.t_v persons, including the committee of Villegagnon

While thc_h(msc 1s constructed of wood and some f(?rtt;csscs;
for the artillery of rongh stonework the rest is nothing more
than hats of rongli logs and straw built in the fushi(moof the
savages, who, in fact, built them. This is what, in a few words

composed the fort that Vilicgagnon gave the name Coliﬁm;
! n‘rdcr to offer homage to M. Gaspar de Coligny, Admti,m]
of Irance, witheut whose aid . . . it would have been neis

ther possible to muke the journey nor to construct any fort in
Brazil, ’

&

7. The Jesuits and the Indians®

One of the most perplexing problems confronting the Porfu-
guese was the freafment to be accorded tie Indians. Tn a
labor-scarce colony, the setilers looked upon ihem as a source
of cheap manpower and begun o enslave them. The crown
and the religious regurded them as free souls to be saved by
ihc.Caiho!ic Faith, The first to egftate for an enlightened
policy toward the indigenous population were theofesuits
who, under the able leadership of Manuel da Nébreya anc}
]qsé de Anchicta, became the dedicated protectors of ?he In-
fimns. Opposing their enslavement by the colonists, the Jesu-
its sought to incorporate them into the Portuguese empire by

LI T 4 4
From E. Bradford Bums, “Introduction to the Brazilian Jesuit

Letters,” Mid-America (July, 1962 - inte
permission of the publishe]r. ¥ 2962), Pp- 181386, Reprinted by

e i
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Christianizing and civilizing them. To accomplish this task
effectively, it was necessary to concenirale the scattered and
wandering Indians into mission scitlements, the aldcias,
where they could more cusily be indoctriated in the beliefs
of the Iaith and taught useful trades and occupations as well
as the customs of Luropean life. The two letiers below, the
first written by Padre Antonio Pires from Balia on July 19,
1558, and the second writtent anonymotsly from Balig on
Sepiember 12, 1558, describe the experiences of the Jesuits
in establishing and administering these aldeigs. They contain

\ valuable information concerning initial Indian-Portuguese re-
lations.

Pax Christi

Your Paternity already will have understood from the two
commumications written from here during this vear of 1558
what Our Lord has done in this 1lis indigent vincyard
through the Fathers and Brothers of the Company of Jesus.
Although it will not differ greatly from what was said in the
past, T will writc in this letter about the {fruit which subse-
quently has been harvested with divine aid and favor. Vather
Ambrésio Pires, who was with Governor Do Duarte da
Costa, will be able to give more details and clearer informa-
tion.

Tirst of all, Your Paternity must know that we alwavs ex-
ert the greatest diligence possible to bring these Indians to a
truc knowledge of our Toly Faith. In order to do this we
seck the simplest and most pleasant-means possible since we
hope for greater reward from our work than until now we
lhave scen. Of course in proceeding with this work we never
losc the propricty which it demands. The Governor, ualso,
with the zeal and goed will which Our Losd gave him does
not leave undone one thing which he deems nceessary to
complete his work. Some means are sought so that larger
number of Indians can be tanght and indoctrinated with
greater euse in the matters of the Iaith. In order to proceed
with this intention, it is necessary to get rid of some impedi-
ments which the Indians themselves have raised. The first

R |
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step, which is alrcady a great success, was to concentrate the
Indians from four scattercd villages into one large village.
Whereas before many of us were needed to teach and indoc-
trinate them becanse they were scattered ahout, now that
they are concentrated together fewer of us are needed. In
this way it is also casicr to correet thicir errors and sins which
they committed before becanse they were so inconveniently
located. We hope that with this good grder and harmony,
which Our Lord has given, we will have much suceess among
them which will result in the honor and glory of His Iloly
Namc and a clearer understanding of Him cverywhere.

The impediments which we carnestly desired to get 1id of
were the continuons and very crughwars which they carry on
amang themselves, Their restlessness was the priucipal in-
pediment to a mutnal understanding with them. From their
constant wars many deaths resulted; and they would cat each
otler, somcthing that was very difficult to prohibit although
now they no longer do it. At least it is not known that they
do it, hecause if it is known, they arc scverely punished for it
in a manner merited by such a grave sin so foreign to the
laws of nature, If this progress continucs from now on, as it
seems that it will with Divine Favor, we will be able to reap
an cven greater harvest in the future.

At the very beginning, when the Governor determined to
put the Jand at peace and to forbid a1l those evil customs of
war, murder, and the cating of human flesh, and when he
issued o law forbidding all this, some Tndians ridiculed it.
Previously they were not punished muceh for deing it, and so
they did not stop cating human flesh, mther they merely
pretended that they did. As soon as the Governor learmed of
i, he ordered amrested the first one who ate fiesh, Without
consulting anvone exeept the Holv Spirit the Governor {we
believed him to be learned in this business beeanse he knew
that the Devil would come with his denials which he never
lacks), ordered the people and beats made ready. Then he
ordered two chicfs, father and son, arrested. A great fear was
felt by all the Indians, and much greater was the Devil’s gricf
because he was prevented from keeping so many lost souls,

Then, in this conjunction, a shmilar event occurred in the
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time of Governor Dom Duarte da Cqsta. Anot-hcr Indian,
the haughtiest of this lmd in \\'hos.c village we mtcnd‘cd to
construct a huilding for indoctrination, ]1\rc_d in such liberty
that he seemed to fear no one, and he did not wz_mt1 t.he
building constructed there. Before, :15'“'(:]_1 as no\lv,' ]u.c g'mg1
the times by onc set of standards, he disdained the Ln‘vs, anc
he ate human fcsh with his subjects at great .fcnsfs. ]'pr this
the governor ordered bim to appear before iy ;md' in cajs?
he would not come, the governor said hie \‘mu}d OI.dC]‘ tl'(,
Indian arrested. The Indian upon hearing this came immedi-
ately helieving that he would be put to death is the messen-
ﬂcr,_ who came to inform him of the governor's orders, 'tfﬂd
iim. Before leaving his people, he spoke to them ndvzslm‘g
that they work to become good and they stay where they
now were because he would pay for them a}!. It.hnppcncd
that when the Indian came to the Gov;mor 8 rcmd.{'ncc, he
was badly reccived by him, and the Indian threw -]umsclf at
the Governor’s feet and kissed them ;1.11(1 begeed him p;;rdoln
offering to receive the Fatliers in lis v111;1.gc where thqy would
carry out all the Iathers” orders. e said all HEIS with such
sign; of contsition that he merited pardon. Then another
chicf came to do the same thing. These are the f.rmts which
the Lord is harvesting from this field that until now was
sterile, and for the serviee of Qur Lord it was decided to go
immedintely to that Indian’s village to censtruct a building
where the Indians could be indoctrinated. o
At this time, a churclt was built one league from this Clt}_!.
There, four of the Indian villages, which were ck)scst. to F]us
town and in which we hiad previously been indoctrinating,
weie joined together. Tt was the first Indian reduction t.]mt
we made, and it has the name of Sio Paulo.! Tt certainly
shows that Our Lord wants to open the door wlnch. bas been
closed for so long beeause, besides the Indians being Sllb]ll-
gated und awed, they ccase committing some of the sins
which were frequently very common among them. In the

I Not to he confused with the present, well known, Brazilian dcilty
of the same name. The Sio Paulo mentioned here was an Indian

reduction about one league from Bahia,

n
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construction of the church and houses into which the Fa-
thers, teachers of this new Christianity, gathered together
the Tndians, Onr Lord manifested 1Hs pleasure, beeanse, al-
though thev were built in the winter during which time it
rains freguently in this tand, the work was completed in four
months. The first mass was said in that church on St. Peter
and St. Paul's Day with the greatest solemuity possible, The
Governor, accompanicd by the most honoruble men of the
city, visited the chiurch where 5 dinner was given for all, The
solenmity began with the new catechumens. At the begin-
nmg of the mass, the Father, dressed in priestly rabes,
blcssed the church and then began the solemn baptism dur-
ing which he baptized cighty-four inmocents. OFf all thesc,
the Governor was the godfather. In this ceremony, he dem-
onstrated clearly the zeal and favor he has for such works
becayse there he was next to the baptismal font tonching his
godchildren with much love as one mnst fecl when lie sees
the salvation of a soul. Brother Antdnio Rodrigucs, their
teacher and translator, was also their godfather.

Later, on the day of the Visitation, some thirty more were
baptized. On the following Sunday, some twenty more were
baptized to bring the total to 144. All of them are school
children who have been indoctrinated. The older people are
baptized more slowly. In former times the pareats did not
want to allow their cluldren to be baptized; and. if they be-
came ill, they hid them. Now, by the Lord’s kindness, if they
fall ill, they come offering the children for baptism; and after
the first baptisim was hiddd in the new chureh, there were
many who complained because we did not baptize their chil-
dren on that day. They believed it would never be possible
again to rave their children baptized.
~ During this solemnity the Governor made one of the prin-
" cipal Indians the bailiff of the village, and he ordered him to
be suitably dressed, and he handed to him his staff of office
whicl caused considerable amazement among them because
it was new. This good order affected many, not only those
who Tive close to us but those who Tive ten leagues from here
canie to ask for the same laws and for us to teach them

w
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saying they will do all that is commanded of them. Tt \vou‘ld
scemn that they are adjusting to the Christein manner of Tiv-
mg. Confident that the Lord will ﬁcnd f.rom the hm.nc];md
many laborers for these works of Tlis service, we (l:onhnuc to
expand our activities always asking the Lord for aid and help
to be able to accomplish our tasks to the greater glory and
Tronor of Ths Divine Majesty. We ask for ITis 3 lnhc:‘;t' Cruce
so that aided by it we can work faithfully in 11is service as we
are obliged. Amen.

Since the Jetter written on July 19, 1558, from Balia, the
Governor has continued zcalously in his cfferts and Our
Lord lias given him rewards for hus cfforts. '

He continued to punish the wrongdoers with suc:h pru-
dence and temperance that he builds up the community and
does not destroy it, and for that reason he has been able to
subjugate all to the law and scrvitude whom he wanted.

Thus, from far away they [the Indians] send requests f(_)r
pricsts to indoctrinate them Dbecause they want frlcndslnP
with Christians and to change their habits for ours. In this
way four Jarge settlements are a]rc:zd}: constructed for ‘Hmm,
but for the present only two of us reside among them in the
ncwly constructed churches because there are only three of
ns in this Captainey who can sav mass and we are .SCﬂth(?r(_‘d
m the following three areas: i the College of ]:),:Ihm rcgld.cs
Joio Gongalves with a few Brothers, Tather I\'obrcgn is in
Sio Paule,? and Anténio Pires is mn Sio Joiao® The other
two settlements are awaiting aid. .

Besides these, other scitlements are being prcpn‘rcd in
morc remote parts where the Chnstians never ipl;lglncd it
possible to enter and subjugate, and we are taking care of

this sfowly until there are enough TFathers to reap the great
harvest there. It is certain that if there were enough people

/ 2530 Panlo here again refers to the Indian reduction about one

league from Bahia. )
3 S%o Jodo was an Indian reduction about five leagues from Balia,
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to tcach and to maintain them, we could casily establish

twenty or thirty churches around which we could scttic all ¢

the Indians from an arca many leagues square.

All these are losing their habit of cating human flesh; and
if we Jearn that somce are about to cat flesh, we order them to
send it to us. They send i, as they did several days azo, and
they bring it to us from a long distance so that we can bury
or burn it. In this way they all tremble with fear of the Gov-
cmnor, a fear whicl, althougl it may not last a lifctime, is
cnough so that we can teach them; it serves us so that we can
tell them of Christ, and the kindness which Our Lord will
show them wilt cause all human fear to fice so that they will
remain a strong and stable people. This fear makes them
more capable of being able to hear the word of God. Their
children are instructed; the innocent ones about to die are
all baptized: they are forgetting their habits and exchanging
them for good ones. Proceeding in this way a noble Chiris-
tianity will be inculeated at least among the youngsters.

With much diligence the children are ]Jcil;g taught good
habits, rcading, and writing, and there arc some vcrdy intelli-
gent ones among them. I'rom these we hope to have some
good students, becouse, since they can no longer wander
arcund and now remain among us, they will not be able to
forget what they have learned. Those of Sio Paulo, the first
sctilement Duilt, are all Christians, that is the children up to
fourteen vears of age, and cvery day more are baptized be-
cause those who are born again bring olliers for haptism and
there are more than two hundred of these. We do not bap-
tize the older ones who may already have connnitted some
mortal sins unless they confess and live in 2 manner aceept-
able to Our Lord, and of thesc older ones many are lving
orderly lives so that already we liave baptized and marricd a
large number. This good order is encountered throughout
the other Indian scttiements we have created. iy

There are a great many things which 1 could tell your
Patemnity and sl the Brothers which would please you '\’cry
mucl, but T will concentrate only on two things. The first is
that one of the boys whom we brought up some years ago
and taught to weave is in Sio Pauvlo with his loom and is
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making cloth. The concern which before they all had for
their feasts of human flesh and for their wars and ceremonies
has heen converted to the planting of cotton. They weave it
and thus dress themselves. This now is their principal con-
corn. All have hegun to clothe themsclves and many of them
go around dressed now. The second is that in the scttlement
of Sio Paulo there is a voung Indian girl who, for the Jove of
virtue, determined to live a life of chastity and cleanliness.
After the Fathers praised and commended her intention and
told her various examples of Iloly Virgins, she became even
more sct in her purpose. This is truly a novelty in this gener-
ation in which the flesh corrupts their Hives so much that it
frightens us; sed manus Domini non est alligata.

Not only is there an understanding with these Indianps,
whe are here associated with us, but also with those around
Bahia who arc opposed to these [Indians] and have done
harm to the Christians and have murdered many. These
came once again to steal a boat from the Christians, and for
this and other reasons war was declared against them because
they refused to make the nceessary satisfactions. Conse-
quently the Governor commanded that they should be
fonght, and they [the Portuguese] entered the land of those
Indians and killed all the men m one large vitlage and took
the women and children captive without losing onc Chris-
tian, Such a feat amazed and frightencd not only those Indi-
ans hut those all along the coast because such a thing had
never happened there before.

Then the Governor with many people set about to subju-
gate them and to make them understand the only path by
which they can come to have an understanding of their Cre-
ator. Thercfore, it is nccessary that many laborers come to
reap such a great harvest, and we hepe in Qur Lord that
beside those of the Company of Jesus, Iis Ilighness will
send people here who will be able to ielp to maintain the
beginning which has been made and will finish subjugating
this land which promises so much.

In this city many confessions are made now that cclebra-
tions arc coming up. In this collcge many people, among
those whom we arc able to confess, confessed. They are
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women and the poor who do not have the hindrance of own-
ing [Indian] slaves. Father Joio Gongalves, who now resides
m this college with a few Brothers, is very industrions in
hearing confessions, ’ -

~ Now there is nothing clse to write exeept to ask your bless-
ing for all these who are yours and your pmycrs— for us to

Jesus Chirist Qur Lord.,

&%

o

8. The Rediscovery of the Amazon*

Portuguese energy in the sixteenth cenfury was absorbed in
the conguest of the coast. Conflicts with truculent Indians
and 1.111]1 Frenceli, British, and Duleh interlopers increased
the difficulty of expansion, but slowly the Portusucse moved
northward from their base in Pernambuco. In ;“ the town
of I'ilipéia in Paraiba was founded; in 1599 Nn?(r;’. in Rio
Crr!:rc{(' do Norte; in 1613 Ceard was pacified and incorpo-
rated into the colony; in 1015 the French were driven out of
A ff!mnhrin; 1 1016 Belént was eslublished. By the end of the
third decade of the sevenleenth century, Lishon heldI the
cod’f:'t around the mouth of the Amazon River. That “river-
sea” was still largely unknown. Discovered by Francisco de
Orelluna in 1539-1542 and revisited by the expedition of
Lopg de Aguirre in 1556-1561, the river had been neglected
until 1636, when two Spanish Franciscans and six soldiers
descended the Amazon from Quito to Belém. Their arrival
spurred the Portugucse to take a greater interest in the river,

* From Father Cristéval de Acniia, A New Di

F s _ R scovery of the G
River of the Amazons, in Clements R. Markham r)(,cd]f) z%xp::;%
tions mnio the Valley of the Amqzons (London: Hak]uyt’ Society
1859}, pp. 60-61, 64-68, 74-77, 79-81. 83, B5-86, 133. ,
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whase mouth they then controlled, and coincided with a new
phase in Brazilian colonial history: the expansion into the
interior of the continent, Accordingly, in 1637, the governor
dispatched Pedro Teixeira {o explore the river. With forty-
one large canoes. seventy soldiers, some fricsts, and 1,200
Indians, he paddled up the Amazon, Solimoes, and Napo to
Quito. On hig return in 1630, he founded Tabatinga, the
most distant claim of Porfugal in the Iearfland of Scuth
America, the place where today Peru, Colombia, und Brazil
mect. Accompanying him on the return voyage was Father
Cristéval de Acufia, a Spanish priest, who wrote the first
thorough chronicle of the Amazon.

*
THE VOYAGE

On the 16th February 1639, they commenced their long
vovage, which lasted for a space of ten montlhs, when they
entered the city of Pard, on the 1zth of December of the
same vear, After they had crossed thosce lofty monntains on
foot, which, with the Yquor of their veins, feed and sustain
that great river; they voyaged on the waves to where, spread
out into cighty-four mouths, it pavs ity mighty tribute to the
sea. They, with particular care, took notes of all that was
worthy of remark, measured the heights, noted down ali the
tributary rivers by their names, beenme aequinnted with the
nations who dwell on their banks, beheld their fertility, en-
joyed the resources of the great river, experienced its climate,
and finally lcft nothing of which they could not say that they
liad been cye-witnesses, As such, as persons whom so many
considerations oblige to be accurate, I pray to those who read
this narrative that they will give me the eredit that is just, for
I am one of those, and in the name of both T took up my pen
to write. I sav this because other accounts may be brought to
light, which will not be so truthiful as this narrative. This will
be a true account, and it is an account of things which, with
face uncovered, not more than fifty Spaniards and Portu-
guese can testify to, namcly, those who made the sume voy-

T it i
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age. I afirm that which is certain as certain, and that which
is doubtful as su‘ch, that in an affuir of so much impaortance,
no onc may believe more than is stated in this narrative.

The River of Amazons is the Largest in the World

The f;u.nuus over of Amazons, which traverses the richest
most fertile, and most denselv populated regions of Pu:u,
mav he, from this day forth, l-nrocl;limcd as tTlc Targest 'Illd’
most celebrated river in the whole world. Tor if tthC'u;wcs
mrigates all India, and, with the great volume of its \\"ﬂf(.t!,rﬁ‘
cclipses the sea itsclf, which lascs its very name and is cu]]cé
the Gangetic Gult (or sometimes the Bay of Bengal) @ if the
Eu;.)hmtcs, the famed river of Syria and Persia, is ?hc oy and
delight of thosc countries: if the Nile irrigates ’;md fcrti]r{ycs a
great part of Africa: the river of x’\mnzonswzltcrs mOore cxvtcn‘-
sive regions, fertilizes more plains, supports more people, and
angments by its floods a mightier occan: it only w;mt’s in
;))rdcr to surpass them in felicity, that its source should De in
il;l;:ilsc, as is affirmed of these other rivers, by grave au-

. The narrowest part in which the river collects jts waters, is
little more than a quarter of a league wide. A place doui)t-
Jess, which has been provided by divine i’ruvidcnccz where
the graat sea of fresh water narrows itsclf, so that a ’fm‘trcss
may be il to impede the passage of any hostile armament
of what force soever; in ease it should enter by the principal
mouth of this mighty river. b

The depth of the river is great, and there are parts where
no bottom }.ms vet heen found. From the mounth to the Rio
Negro, a distance of nearly six hundred leagues, there is
never less than thirty or forty brazast in the main clannel;
al_mvc the Rio Negro it varics more, from twenty to twelve 01:
cight brazas, but up to verv near its sonrce there is sufficicnt
depth for any vesscl; and, though the current would impede

1 Fathoms.
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the ascent, yet there is not wanting usually, cvery day, three
or four hours of a strong breeze, which would assist in over-

coming it.

Islands, Their Fertility and Products

All this siver is full of istands, some large, others small,
and so pumerous that it is impossible to count them, for they
are met with at cevery turn, Seme are four or five leagues,
others ten, others twenty in circumference, and that which is
inhabited by the Tupinambas (of whom shall speak here-
after), is more than a hundred leagnes round.

There are also many other very small ones, en which the
Indians sow their sceds, having their habitations on the
Yarger ones. These islands arc flooded by the river every year,
and are so fertilized by the mud which it Jeaves behind, that
they can never be called sterile. The ordinary products,
which are maize and yuca, or manioc, the commonest food
of all, arc in great abundance; and though it would sccm that
the Indians arc exposcd to great loss, on account of the pow-
ciful floods; yet nmature, the common mother of us all, has
provided these basharians with an casy means of preserving
their food. Thev collect the yucas, which are roots from
which they make the casava, the ordinary substitute for
bread in all parts of Brazil; and forming caves or deep holes
in the cartls, they bury them, and leave them well covered vip
during all the time of the floods. When the waters subside.
they take them out, and use them for food, without their
having lost any part of their virtuc. If nature tecaches the ant

1o storc up grain in the bowels of the carth, to serve for food
during a whole year: how much more will she suggest a con-
trivance to the Indian, how barbarons socver he may be, to
protect him from harm, and to preserve his food: for is it not
certain that Divine Providence will take more care of men

than of dumb animals?

S
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The Kinds of Liquor Which They Use

This [yuca?] is, as I have smd, the daily bread which al-
ways accompinies their other food; and it not only serves for
food, but also as a drink, to which ail the natives J:zrc nsuall
Inu_ch melined. For this purpose they make Jarse thin Cﬂ]lccsy
which they place in an oven and I):li:c, 50 ﬂl(ltbl]lCV will ]asf;
for_m;my months: these they keep in the hishest part of
their houses, to preserve them from the d;miimcss of the
carth. When they wish to use them, they melt them in wa-
ter, and ]_mvin,g boiled the liquor at a ﬁrc,‘ they let it stand as
Iong as 1 neeessary; and, when cold, it is the nsual wine
which they drink. It is sometimes so strong that it might be
taken for grape wine, and intoxicates the natives nc;'lkin
them lose their judgment. P

With the hielp of this wine they celehbrate their feasts
moum_.‘hcir dead, reccive their visifors, sow and reap t‘hci;
crops; lndC(.Ed there is no occasion on which they meet that
t!ns liquor is not the mercury which attracts Fhem rm;] the
riband which detains them. They also malke, Hmn"]; they are
not so common, other kinds of wing, of the wild f(rjuits which
abound on the trees; so fond are they of drunkenness, The
put the juice into water, and produce a liquor which oftcr{
utcccc?s beer in strength, that beverage which is so much
used in forcign countries. These wings age kept in Jarge
carthen jars, like those used in Spain; also in small p‘i )%s
made of one picee of the hollowed trunk of 4 tree: ;lucI] in
large vascs woven from herbs, and so smeared with bitmnen,

lth:;t not one drop of the liquor which they contain is cver
ost.

The Fruits \Which They Ilave

-Thc': food with which they accempany their bread and
wine is of various kinds—not only fruits, such as plantains
pinc apples, and guavas, but very palatable chestnuts whic];
in Peru they call “almonds of the Sierra,” for in truth the
more resemble the latter than the former. They name thcn}:
chestnats, because they are enclosed in shells which resemble
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the prickly husk of the real cliestnut. The Indians also have
palms of different kinds, some of which produce cocoa nuts,
others palatable dates which, though wild, arc of a very
pleasant tuste. There are also many other different kinds of
fruits, all proper to tropical climates. They have likewise
nourishing roots such as the potatee, the yuca mansas, which
the Poringuese call macachera, gares, criadillas de terra, and
others which, either roasted or boiled, arc not only palatable, v
but also very nutritious.

Naiure of the Land, and of Medicinal Drugs

From this mildness of the climate arises without doubt the
freshness of all the banks of this river, which, crowned with
various beautiful trees, appear to be continually delincating
new countrics, in which nature brightens, and art is taught.
Although for the most part the Iand is low, it also has tolera-
bly high rising grounds, small plains clear of trees and cov-
ered with flowers, valleys which always retain moisture, and,
in more distant parts, hills which may properly reeeive the
name of Cordilleras,

In the wild forests the natives have, for their sicknesses,
the best dispensary of medicines; for they collect the largest
cafiafistula, or fruit of the purging cassia, that has even heen
found; the best sarsapariily; healing gums and resins in great
abundance: and honev of wild bees at every step, se abun-
dant that there is scarceely a place where it is not found, and
it is not only ascful medicinally, bat also very pleasant and
palatable as food. The wax, though black, is good, and bums
as well as any other.

In these forests too are the oil of andirova, trees of price-
less value for curing wounds; here too is the copaiba, which
has no cqual as a balsam; here toe are found a thousand
kinds of herbs and trees of very peculiar qualities; and to find
many others a sccond Dioscorides or a third Pliny shonld |
come out, to investigate their properties.
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Timber and Materials for Ships

The woods of this river arc innumerable, so fall that the
reach to the clouds, so thick that it causc; nsionisln;wcnt {
measured a cedar with my hands, which was thiriy .fmhnds‘-in
circumference. They are nearly all of such zood wood t']nt
].JCH'L‘!' could not be desired; there are cedars, cotton tr(:(;s
ron wood trees, and many others now made k’nown in thoslc:
parts. and proved to be the hest in the world for buildin
vessels. In this river vessels may be built better and at ;
cost than in any other country, finished and 1:111112‘]10(]‘ wif}ss
out the neeessity of sending anything from Lurope ,CYCC ]t-
rron for the nuils. Tlere, as T have s:?id, 15 timber; l,lcr‘c 1136
cnbk_-s made from the bark of a certain tree '\vhich,wil] I)é)]d
a s]np in the heaviest gale; here is cxcc]]c:;t pitch and tar;
here is oil, as well vegetable as from fish; here they ean n'n‘k ,
cxf:c]k'nt oakum which they call embirg, for Cuiul](u'no ‘thz
ships, and also there is nothing better for the s‘trin of
arqucbuss;_hcrc is cotton for the sails; and here ﬁn;ﬁlv isal::
?rezllt multitude of people, so that there is nathing wnﬁting
or building as many vesscls as may be placed on the stocks.

Of Four Valuable Products Found on the Banks
of This River

There are on the bank i
four products, which i?sczﬁtg']'zctfdrca\zgluvi]r ot e
‘ : \ ated, undoubtedly be
sutficient ta cnrich not only one, but many kinsdoms. The
first of th‘csc is the tﬂ;lb/er_ﬁf which, besides thgrc br_:i-n S0
many curious kinds, 6f great value; there are such quant?tics
hit for building that while as much may be cut as is wanted,

tI CTC 1 ])C t C ce & N P y 4
1C W ]T ]] rts
unty Hl 1t HIC “-Hp 1 can never l)e [#:4

. The second kind is the cocoa, of which the banks of this
Tiver are so full that in some places the wood of it would
suffice, if cut, for lodging a whole army. There is scarccly an
dxﬂ'crcncc between this tree, and that which yiclds this mucg
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valued fruit in New Spain; which, when cultivated, is of such
value that the trees, growing a foot apart, arc cvery vear
worth cight silver rials, after alt expenses are paid. Tt is clear
with what little Tabour these trees may be cultivated on this
river, when, withont any help from art, nature alone covers
them with abonndancee of frait.

The third kind is tobacco, of which great quantities are
found, in al} the country near the hanks of this river, and if it
were cultivated with the care that this sced reqguires, it would
be the best in the world. In the opinion of those whe under-
stand the snbject, the soil and climate are all that can be
desired to produce prolific arvests.

The product which, in my view, ought to be most culti-
vated on this river is sugar, which is the fourth kind. It is the
most noble, most productive, most certain, and most valua-
Dle to the royal crown; and many fanns ought to be estab-
lished, which in a short time would restore the losses on the
Brazilian coast. For this purposc ncither much time nor
much labour would be necessary, nor, what now-u-days 1s
more dreaded, much outlay, for the land for sugar canc s the
most productive in all Brazil, as we can testify who have
visited those parts; and the Mands, which never last more
than a few days, leave it so fortile that it might be thought to
be too nich. Nor will it be a new thing to rase sngar cane on

the banks of this river; for along its whole vast length, from
its first sources, we were abways mecting with its so that it
seemed from that time to give signs ol its futnre increase,
when mills should be established to work il 'These would not
be expensive, because all necessary timber is at hand, with
water in abundance. Copper is alone wanting, which with
great ease might be supplicd from Spain, n anticipation of
the rich returmn which would be afterwards received.

Of Other Valuable Products

Not only may these four products be promised, from this
newly discovered land, to supply the whole world; but there
are also many others, which, though in less quantitics, would

R
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not fail to cnrich the royal crown. Such, umong others, is the
cotton which is picked in abundance: the wruca2 ’which
gives the best dye, and is much valued by f()rcioncrx-ythc fruit
}O.f]thc c:?ssin; i_hc sarsuparillia; the oils -\\’hicllbrivu.lj the Dbest
'm. mmls in cuzing wounds; the goms and sweet resing: the
agave,” whenee the hest eord s obtained, which is plentifal

and many others; which neeessity, or the desire of riches, arc

d . are
bringing to light cvery day. N

*

THE INDIANS

All'this new world, if we may call it so, is inh
hnrn':ms. in distinct provinces and nations.

I'hey exeeed one hundred and Gfty, all with different lan-
ir;uagc:s. These nations are so near each other, that from ihe
};itt ‘;Illljzgl{;io(;-fhi?fytgzzshﬁzl; t]h"c people of the other at work,

: cad to peace; on the contrary
they are engaged in constant wars, in which they kil .'md,
t-:lk(._‘ prisoncrs great nmbers of sonls every dav. "This is the
drumn provided for 5o great a multitude, withont \\']lliC]‘l ti
whole land would not e large enonglh to Liold *

But thongh, among themsclves, they are so warlike none
of them shewed tourage to face Spaniards, us | nb’scr\!cd
threnghout the voyage, i which the Indians never dured to
use any defence against us, except that of flieht. They navi-
gate in vessels so light that, landing, they c:trr3 them on t];cir
shoulders, and, conveying them to one of the nnmerous Lakes

near the river, langh at any enemy who, with heavier vessels
1s unable to follow the samce example. |

abited by bar-

them.

All tlm_sc who l_ivc on the shores of this great river are
collected in large villages, and, like the Venctians and Mexi-
2 Achz’otc.'i;‘c:arr-]cavcd bixa or anotta
*The American aloe, '
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cans, their means of communication are by water, in small
vessels which they call canoes. They are usually of cedar
woed, which the providence of Gaod abundantly supplics,
withont the labour of cutting it or carrying it from the forest;
sending it down with the enrrent of the river, which, to sup-
ply their wants, tears the trees fram the most distant Cordil-
leras of Peru, and places them at the doors of their habita-
tions, where cach Indian may choose the picce of wooed
which suits him best.

. . .

The rites of all these infidels are almost the same. They
worship idols which they make with their own hands; attrib-
uting power over the waters to some, and, therefore, place a
fish in their hands for distinction; others they choose as lords
of the harvests; and others as gods of their battles. They say
that these gods came down from Heaven to be their compan-
ions, and to do them good. They do not use any cercmony in
worshipping them, and often leave them forgotten in a cor-
ner, until the time when they beconme necessary; thus when
they are going to war, they carry an idol in the bows of their
canoces, in which they place their hopes of victery; and when
they go out fishing, they take the idol whicl iy charged with
dominion over the waters; but they do not trust in the one or
the other so nuch as not to recognize anether michtier God.

I pathered this from what happened with one of these
Indians, who having heard something of the power of our
God, and seen with his own eyes that our expedition went up
the river, and, passing through the midst of so many warlike
nations, returned without receiving any damage; judged that
it was through the force and power of the God who guided
us. He, thercfore, came with much anxicty to besecch the
captain and oussclves, that, in return for the hospitality he
had shown us, we would leave him onc of our gods, who
would proteet him and his people in peace and safety, and
assist them to procure all necessary provisions. There were
not wanting those who wished to console him by leaving in
his village the standard of the cross, a thing which the Portu-
guese were accustomed to do among the infidels, not with so
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good a motive as would appear from the action itsclf, The
sacred wood of the cross served to give color to the greatest
injustice, such as the continual slavery of the poor Indians,
whom, like mcek lambs, they carried in flocks to their
houses, to scll some, and treat thic others with cruclty. These
Portuguese raise the cross, and in payment of the kind treat-
ment of the natives when they visit their villages, they fix it
m the most conspicuous plice, charging the Indians always
to keep it intact. By some accident, or through the lapse of
time, or purposcly beeause these infidels do not care for it,
the cross falls. Presently the Portuguese pass sentence, and
condemm all the inhabitants of the village to perpetual slav-
cry, not only for their lives, but for the lives of all their de-
scendants.

or this rcason I did not consent that they should plant
the holv cross; and alsy that it might not give the Indian,
who Liud asked us for a god, occasion for idolatry, by attrib-
uting to the wood the power of the Dicty who redeemed
us.

Tt is worthy of notice that they all hold their sorcerers in
very greab estimation, not so much on acconnt of the love
they bear them, as for the dread in which they always live of
the Lann they are able to do them. Phese soreerers usuatlly
have a house, where they practice their superstifions rites,
and spcak to the demon; and where, with a certain kind of
vencration, the Indians keep all the bones of dead sorccrers,
as if they were rclics of saints. They suspend these bones in
the same hammocks in which the sorccrers had slept when
alive.

These men arc their teachers, their preachers, their coun-
cilors, and their guides. They assist them in {heir doubts, and
the Indians report to them in their wars, that they may re-
cetve poisonous herbs with which to take vengeance on their
encmies.
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After having bathed witlr 115 w;m:rs a distance of 'th.triccz
hundred and fifty-six leagnes of loneitnde, after s_ustnm.mfb‘ot.
it hanks au infinite number of ]::u'hrnmus tr]ll)(lh,} :1ft(,(1:h (.tl'hl(;
Jizing vast territorics, aud ;lftL:l' 1'111‘-'111,‘.; p:msfid 1;{011;,1 the
centre of Pem, and, like a prineipal c!t:mm,, co f( L.j the
Targest and vichest of all 1ts affluents, it [the Amazon

dots iy tribute to the ocean.

which excludes no one from its vast treasures, ut rc“:nrd%:jll
who wish to take advantage of them. To th_c 1)00111: 0 tchrz
sustenance, te the labourer a rrwnrd for his \\or ;m e
merchant employment, to ﬂ]C..‘i()]dlCI ()])]‘J()-T‘tlﬂrl.l.l]las t(:) hs
play his valour, to the rich an increase to Tus \x{,.l k}, ) e
noble ionours, to the powerful estates, and to the king

) Such is the sum of the new discovery of this great river,
|

' \' sclf a new empire,

3

9. An Eyewitness Account of the
First Battle of Guararapes™

The Dulch emerged as the major challenge ‘i(_) I’;)r{tugr:.r:i‘c_
conlrol of Brazil. They had cast covelous eyes ?m c:}j ”
fion in the sixteenth century; but as they rose tf;‘t;c.r‘m”\wir
a first-rate sea power in the carly sc\‘f:m.rlccm’/}&l tc,mi;:l,)}orma_
designs hecame more overl mfd (zjlzlthroaxs._ f c(r Lfncorpo_
tion of the Dutch West Inr.lza Compuany n .1 3?1, neorpor
rated {o encourage colonization and commerce throug

i ; . Francise nd
* Translated from a manuscript written by rancisco Barrcto fon

i i / Portugnl, an :
in the Library of Tvora, onl, in Documentos dos
Arguivos Portugneses quc Importam ac Brasil, No. 2 (
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