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past, the Atlantic 
F orest covereel over 
390 thousanel 
square miles or 

aroun d 12 % of the Brazilian 
territory. lt was a continuous 
forest from Rio Grande cio Sul 
to Rio Grande do Norte, cov- 
ering extensive portion inlancl 
of the states of São Paulo, 
Minas Gerais and Paraná. It 
also covered large arcas of 
Northern Argentina anel East 

THE 
ATLANTIC 
FOREST IN 
BRAZlL 

Paraguay. 
The Atlantic Forest is a very rich biorne 

which, in the past, was clirectly linkecl to the 
Amazon. Rizzini (1967) established that no less than 277 genera from the 
Amazon are also present in the Atlantic F orest. Coimbra Filho anel Câmara 
(1996) confirm the dose biological links between the Amazon and the 
Atlantic Forest. 

Since Brazil's discovery, the Atlantic Forest became the source of most eco 
nomic gro\\rth cycles in the country and is currently its most populated anel 
industrializecl zone. 

According to ecogeographers Ab Saber ( 1977) anel Rizzini ( 1979), the for 
est vegetation of the region corresponds to the phitogeographic domínion 
known as Mata Atlântica. However, Veloso ( 1991) estimates that part of the 
Atlantic F orest corresponda to the Northeast f1orist dominion. The Atlantic 
F orest_ is, in any event, a typical ombrophilous dense tropical forest. 



Original 
extents of the 
Atlantic Forest 

Currently, only 8% of 
the original forest remains 
and, most of it, ouly 
because it is protected by 
law (protected areas or 
through the Decree 750 of 
Februa:ry 10, 1993, that 
prohibits logging, exploita 
tiou or destruction of prí 
mary or advanced stages of 
secondary vegetatíon), As a 
consequence of its reduced 
size, fragmentation anel 

degradation, this is the region of Brazil that shows the la:rgest number of 
endangered species. 

The Atlantic F orest of Brazil is one of the richest in the world regarding 
biological diversity. It is also characterized by a high proportion of 
endemisms. Árounr] 70% of the tree species of the coastal arcas are exclusive 
to the Atlantic Forest. Eighty five percent of its prirnate species are also 
endemie. But 1.33 out of 206 species a:nd suh-species ( 64%) of all animais 
i:ncluded i:n the official list of threatened species of Bra~il are from the Atlantic 
Forest. 

A recent research using satellite information that co:nsidered onlv forest 
fragment.,;; itb·ov.e 1000 acres with a forest density of only 90%. showed that 
ocl.y .8.8% ,of the origin.a:h\tlant:i.e.; Fures:t still exist, covering 2-'3.6 milliops ,.of 
;3,c;res. Of these re1iraii.1.rirfg fo1~\1s 79% ãic"e loca1t.ed' ü1 the states of São PaJJ.Lo 
(Câmara, 19.93-).,. Pang1;ê\. anel 8'êint~ Glittarj;na. O:itly 5%: eqpival.ent to Ll8 

J:orlh,~~iiit. 



THE_ 
ATLANTIC 
FORES-T IN 
THE BAHIA 

STATE 

The Atlantic F orest has been virtually 
eliminated from the Kortheast of Brazil. 
The only exceptions are located in 
Southern Bahia. However, these are 
small and highly endangered forest 
patches. 
ln 1912, the forest surface ( cxcept 

mg Caatinga forests) as related to the 
states surface was estimated to be varying 

from 25.41:Yi-1 in Rio Grande do Norte to 43.1 °1<1 
in Ceará. Bahia had 36.7% of its surface covered by 

Atlantic Forest (Gonzaga de Campos cited in Coimbra Filho anel Câmara, 
1996). Today, the Bahia State rnaintains less than 10% of its original Atlantic 
Forest, anel most of it is severely clegraded. . '--· 

The remaining Atlantic Forest in Bahia has been subject to several studies 
anel research, since last century (Sellow, 1816; Blanchet, 1830-1856; Bondar, 
1881) anel also more recently (Foster, 1940; Veloso, 1944-1945, Rizzini, 
1979). More recent studies were carried out by a team of the 
CEPEC/CEPLAC anel by Mori et a] (1993). This last author and his col 
leagues described the structure of the forest and its florist composition, rati 
fying once agaín its link with the Amazon forest. They founcl similar root sys 
tems (17% of the tree species), presence of latex (20%), and mesophiles Ieaves 
that are typical of very dense forests ( as much as 360. 7 individuals per acre). 
Out of 600 trees sampled duri:ng the two years study only 0.3% were of acha 
rnetric class above 35 inches, while 95.5% correspondecl to diarnetric classes 
of less than 19. 7 inches. These results show that the forests - are seriously 
degradecl. Stratification of the forest seems to be in three leveis. Epiphytes are 
very common (80% of the trees) and tropical creepers are also frequent 
(37.5%). The most important trees families are 
Mvrtaceae, Sapotaceae, Fabanaceae/ 
Caesalpinaceae, 
Chrysobalanaceae. 
"1 ilcllife also reflects the absence of significant 

barriers between the Atlantic F orest anel other bio- 

Lauraceae anel 

mes in Brazil. There are several bircl species that 
are clearly of a recent Amazon origin, but are a.lso 
dose relatives to species originated from the Extreme south of Bahia State 



,; Southern and Southeast parts of the Atlantic Forest. 

Such is the case, following Antas (1997) of two species 
f " " · d · tl e f Al o arapongas·,, registere m re otate o- agoas: 
Procnia averano ( coming from the Amazon) and 
Procnia nudicolis ( coming from the Southeast). The São 
Francisco River is the main ecological barrier in the 
Northeast. However, it has been unable to avoid biolog 
ical exchanges. This is why despite the irnpressive 
degree of endemisms of the Atlantic Forest there are 

only tree speciation centers, 
known as Pernambucano, 
Bahiano and Paulista. 

The very high number of 
threatened species is alarrn 
ing as their survival is a 
direct consequence of the 
vegetation' s survival. 
Classical exarnples of these 
interdepences are the co-evo- 
lutionary processes known 
from polinizers such as bats 

1 960 and hummingbirds. The 
local extinction of the food plants for some specialized 
birds or bats may induce the general extinction of the 
plants that are associatecl to them. 

A receni inventory con 
ducted by Antas (1997) in 

··"' .';; ~, 

- 1974 

Evolution of 
forested areas 
in extreme 
south 
of Bahia Stàte 1990 

the \Venceslau Guimarães 
Ecological Station (3700 
acres), in the Sta te of Bahia, 
registered 17 6 bird species of 
which, 19 were enclangered 
and 33 were endemic species. 
lt is expected that in the 
much larger reserves pertain 
ing to the Brasil-Holanda 
Cornpany, this kincl of results 
will be at least similar. 



ln the State of Bahia, 

despite its large size, 
there are few pro 

tected areas in the 
Atlantic Forest. The 
most important is 
the Monte Pascoal 
National Park (33,300 

PROTEC-TED 
AREAs· IN THE 

BAHIA ATLANTIC 
FO-REST acres ), followed by the . . 

Una Ecological Station (17,400 
acres), the Wenceslau Guimarães State 
Ecological Station (3,700 acres) and, in the neàr future, the Serra do Conduru 
Sta te Park ( 17,300 acres). All together these protected áreas represent a scarce 
0.15% of the biorne. There are also in the State three private reserves: Vera 

Cruz (12,,300 acres), Pau-Brasil (3,700 acres) and Fazenda Avai (1,160 acres). 

lf compare d to oth er countries, the situation of protected arcas in the Sta te 
of Bahia is very critic. The worlcl average coverage by protected areas is around 
5%,, the Latin Arnerican average is 6%, and the Brazilian average is 4%. But 
some countries such as Venezuela (20% ), Costa Rica (18%) and lndonesia 
(11 % ) are far ahead. The inclusion of the area of the Brasil-Holanda as a new 
protected area would almost double the protected area size of Bahia 's Atlantic 

Forest. 

lnhaiba Vermelha DBH 22' Quari-quara Goiabeira Araça Piranga 



where 
(Discovery 
the Brasil- 

Tou-RISM IN 
T'HE ATLANTIC 

FORES,T OF- 
BAHIA 

"Costa 

property is. The State 

·, Secretariat for Cuhure anel Tourism ( 1996) is p1amüng basic infrastructure 

investments ( airport, sanitation, cornmunicarion, access roads, etc.) that would 
tdo~!- 35,000 beds in resorts, lodges, hotels anel bungalows. Other private 
mvestments are planneel for other services such as sports anel recreation facili- 

lt is well known that tourism is toelay the economic activity of fastest growth 
Ül the world ( 6 % yearly during the last 1 O vears}, ernploying arounel 204 mil 
lion people anel involving the amount of approximately US$ 3.5 billion elollars 
'a year. 'Iourism is considereel the largest worlel employer ( one of each 1 O peo 
;ple' is ernployed in tourism-related activities). ln 1995 the tourism sector con 

n~Iiuteel 6%i of the world gross product anel ahsorbed some 7% of the world 
.i_ves;rnents (\Vorld Tourism Organization, 1996). 

Tourism in Brazil is also importam. It represented 2_6% of the gross nation i 

'"hproduct in 1994 and it is growing. Brazil received 1,700,,464 international 
tgúrists in 1994 (KMBRATUR1 1995). The State of Bahia, frorn 1983 to 1995 
dóuhled its tourism business, receiving 2,259,000 national tourists anel ~ . - 
28,,000 international tourists in 1995. The incarnes dueto tourism were esti- 
ua:ted~ for 1995, to be US$ 672 milhons (national tourism) anel US$ 198 mil- 
.~ (' . al . ) io1rs~ mternation tounsm . 

P.orto Seguro, in Bahia, is a place of g:reat attraction for national anel 
international tourists. The city herself already offers 20,.606 beds, of which 
Í,S-OÓ corresponds to classified hotels. ln the Discovery Coast and in the Cacao 

Coasr the private sector already invested US$ 450 millions in tourism ventures. 



T"HE F'OREST-E'D 
AREAS OF 

1.SIZE, 
LOCALIZATION, 
ACCESS ROADS 

'I'he Porto 

B-RAS I L~ HOLANDA 
c-oMPANY 

Seguro reserve is 
a patch of lancl of 
around 25,000 

acres. It is locatecl in 
the rnunicipality of Porto 

Seguro, in the Southern portion of 
the State of Bahia. Access is pro 
videdhv a roacl cleparting from the 
village known as Kilorneter 22, in 
the road that links Eunápolis to 
Porto Seguro (BR-367). There are 
10 miles of unpaved road from this 
point to the adrninistration center 
of the reserve. Porto Seguro, as 
previously mentioned, is the sec- 

17'00 1 
oncl most requested tourism center 
of Bahia, anel it also is an historical 

' ri'] · h '] crty. _ .1e reserve 1s near to t e Vl - 

lage of Trancoso ( 12 miles), wich 
.91.tfantic Ocean. 

Prado 

1 
/ 
/, 
i 

1 
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PORTO: SEGURO RES.ERVE 

1. FOREST EXPLOITATION AND CURRENT LAND USE 
The Brasil-Holanda forest has been exploited under a forest management 

pl an approved by the IBD F ( the national forest authority at the time). The 
authorization issued by the IBDF allowed the extraction of 280,000 cubic 
rneters of round wood (71.6 cubic meters/acre). However, the company decid 
ed to exploit only 93,000 cubic meters (arounel 25 cubic merers/acre), that's 
33% of the authorized volume. The inventoried volume was around 750 cubic 
meter/acre, therefore the exploitation has been very low (less than 3% of the 
standing volume). Also, as the company produces plywood, only a few mature 
species were selectively logged. __ 

The management plan, as applied, provielecl eviclence that it is feasible to 
develop a lucrative business while preserving the forest. Aerial pictures of the 
forest of Brasil-Holanda demonstrate that this is the only rernaining signif:i.cant 
forest in the region anel that it is the best preserved patch, exception rnadc of 
the nearbv Monte Pascoal Natioual Park. 

Sincc 1990, tlie Brasil-Holanda has been keeping the area as a reserve anel 
is not logging nor making any other use of the area. Eleven forest rangers and 
one administrator keep fire undcr control anel poachers, loggers,. piam collec 
tors anel other intruders out of the forest. 

As social pressurcs on tlic land are growing, in sorne limiting areas of the 
reserves, the company was forced to sell sorne plots of agricultura} land to 
farmers. 

2. PRESERVATION AND ECOLOGICAL STATUS 
The land in the reserve is relatively flat or gently undulated. Its elevation 

above sea leve] is 330 feet in average. The weather, followina Koeppen classi 
fication, is hot and wet without a clear dry season. The precipitation is 1300 
rnillimeters/year anel the mean annual temperature oscillate from 24ºC to 
25ºC. The hottest months are from November to February anel the coldest are 
from fone to August Rain is more intense from October to Ianuary, being May 
to August the driesr months. 

The arca is rich in rivers, creeks anel wetlands that run from inlanel to the 
sea. The most important rivers are the Frade River, Buranhem River, da Barra 
River, Trancoso River, anel the Itaipe Creek. 

The reserve is elensely covered by evergreen higrophilous foresrs, corre 
spon ding to the Bahianian hilea or Mata Atlântica. The company estimate is 
thar 80% of the reserve is composed by the original natural forest with very lit- 



tle alteration, with more than 200 species of trees, that in general grow above 
82 feet high. Severa! species of great commercia] value are still present in the 
area. 

The tropical forests are the richest ecosystems in biological diversity. 
Among them, the researchers of the New York Botanical Garden have found 
that the Atlantic Forest in the South of Bahia shows the greatest biodiversity, 
in arboreal species per acre, of the planet. 

Due to heavy social pressure, some of the land wich are located at the bor 
ders of the reserve, are submitted to vandalism, including deforestation and 
fire. Often these fires enter into the reserve. Poachers are also increasingly fre 
quent. 

3. ECOTOURISM POTENTIAL 
This area is of a great touristic potential, specially ecotourism, considering 

the exceptional natural beauties it offers and its dose proximity to the city of 
Porto Seguro and the villages of Trancoso and Arraial da Ajuda, that are the 
second most requested touristic centers of the State. This region offers beau 
tiful beaches, unforgettable landscape, excellent public and private infra 
structure, including an international airport. The site is also near to the Monte 
Pascoal National Park and the Abrolhos Marine National Park, providing the 
option of an exceptional ecotourism sightseeing site. 

The reserve, which is the nearest site of eco1ogical interest to the beach 
area, may provide outstanding opportunities for nature interpretation trips in 
the jungle, bird and wildlife watching, trekking, carnping, among other activ 
ities. A visitar center may also be added, if it is decided that the place will be 
managed as a protected area. 

4. POSSIBLE USES OF THE AREA 
lt is evident that the greatest interest of the areais its transfonnation in a 

place for preservation of its rich biodiversity, without severe restrictions for its 
concomitant use for ecotourism. It is therefore essential that the area should 
be maintained intact, stopping to sell small portions of it, anel avoiding any 
other Iorm of degradation. Its greatest value in the mid term will be its nat 
ural character, 

Among interested parties in its conservation it is possible to mention the 
Federal Government, the State Government anel a number of agencies, espe 
cially some of the most important non governmental organizations of Brazil 
anel from abroad. Non govermnental organizations such as The Nature 
Conservancy, World Wildlife Fund or Conservation International may cooper 
ate with or stimulate economic groups from Brazil anel other countries to con 
tribute to the preservation of this unique forest. 



PRADO RESERVE 
1. FOREST EXPLOITATION ANO CURRENT LAND USE 
The IBDF authorized in 1982 the extraction of 811 million cubic meters from 

this area. Extraction by the company until 1996 attained 286:000 cubic rneters, 
111e company loggecl only 3 8. 8 cubic meter/ acre instead of 109. 5 cub:i e meters/ acre 
authorized. The average standing volume is estimated to be of around 750 cubic 
meters/ acre. 

Since 1985 the company has been reducing its exploitation intensity. The pro 
duction has heen utilized to prov:ide row material to the plywood industry located 
in Guarany that employs around 200 workers. 111e company will assume the 
responsibility of the deactivation of the mill when the area will be transforrned in a 
preserve. 

2. PRESERVATJON STATUS 
ln some portions of the area, the fire and poaching were unavoidable. However, 

most of the forest is in a still almost pristine condition, including port:ions that were 
never exploited because of the difficult access. lts ecological value is similar or 
greater than in the case of the Porto Segmo portion. The lack of "in situ" research 
does not allow to provide more precise data on the ecological significance of the 
area. 

The main vocation of this forest is to be added to the Monte Pascoal National 
Park which is very near anel lost almost 50% o:f its territory dueto deforestation and 
logging practiced or facilitated bythe Pataxó Indians. The Federal Govemment (rhe 
IBAlv1A) must be interested in this possibiliry, Options with intervention of non gov 
ernmental organizations both national or international are also to be considered. 

3. ECOTOURISM POTENTIAL 
This area, while not as near to a today first class tourist place such as Porto 

Seguro, is also of a great tourism potential, considering its location adjacent to 
beaches still to be developed. Its Iocarion near the Monte Pascoal National Park is 
also a positive factor in the miei term. As a matter of fact, this area may very well 
be of interest to a ]arge touristic project that wishes to combine sound preservation 
anel business. 

4. POSSIBLE USES OF THE AREA 
As already mentioned, the area may be transformecl tn a federal or state park, 

or in a compensatory area for the previously destroyed portions of the Monte 
Pascoal Nacional Park. It also qualifies for any national or international non gov 
ernmental organization willing to contribute to biodiversity and ecosystem conser 
vation establishing a private reserve or, as also stated, it could be an interesting busi 
ness for a private touristic project. 



The Atlantic Forest, as the Pantanal and the Amazon, is a national heritage 
of Brazil, as stated in the nation's new Constitution of 1988. The Atlantic 
Forest, because being so endangered, is focus of world wide attention due to 
its beauty, rich biological diversity and cultural aspects. 

Soon it will be 500 years since Brazil's discovery, wich happened in the 

same area were these two reserves are located. This opportunity provides a 
unique hope to conceal interest and decisions of ali those concerned with the 
heritage of Brazil and of the world. 

The Porto Seguro anel Prado reserves represent more than 6% of all the 
estirnated Atlantic Forest in the Northeast, and are arnong the largest pieces of 
continues Atlantic Forest in that region. 

The two areas of Brasil-Holanda's lancl provide an outstanding opportuni 
ty to save a very significant part of the Atlantic Forest. This is indeed a very 
unique opportunity. We hope that those that have the resources and the 
responsibility to do take the right decisions, will not hesitate to save these two 
forest relicts. 

Actual picture of neighbor area 
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NOTAS PARA DISCUSSÃO DE UM PLANO DE TRABALHO. 

CAPTAÇÃO DE RECURSOS PARA PRESERVAÇÃO DE 

FLORESTAS. 

1. OBJETIVOS: 

• Preservar florestas no sul da Bahia. 

Porto Seguro: 1 O 000 ha. 

Prado: 20 000 ha. 

Total 30 000 ha 

• Captar 12 milhões de reais. 

• Prazo: 12 meses. 

2. CRITÉRIOS PARA SELEÇÃO DE EMPRESAS DOADORAS. 

• São mais viáveis as empresas com as seguintes características: 

* Dirigentes com bom nível cultural. 

* Lucrativas e de maior porte. 

* Voltadas para mercado interno de nível A e B (sem exclusividade) 

* Exportadoras principalmente para os mercados norte-americanos e europeu. 

* Multinacionais com boa política ambiental em outros países ou no Brasil. 

* Estatais fora da lista de privatizações. 

* Que já fazem investimentos em arte, cultura e esportes. 

* Com retomo de investimento ambiental bastante provável. 

* Com interesses na Bahia. 

* Que tenham acionistas ou capital português. f 



' ' 

• Não parecem viáveis as empresas: 

* Em conflito com governos por passivo ambiental. 

* Com fortes tensões por divergências entre acionistas. 

* Estatais na lista de privatizações. 
* Multinacionais sem política ambiental conhecida. 

* Voltadas somente para mercados C, D, e E. 

* Em situação financeira dificil. 

• Pequeno porte. 

3. SETORES MAIS PROVÁ VEIS. 

* Bancos. 

* Comunicações. 

* Transporte de passageiros. 

* Produtos florestais. 

* Mineração. 

* Siderurgia. 

* Petroquímicos. 

* Produtos químicos. 

* Produtos de beleza. 

* Produtos de saúde. 

* Produtos alimentícios. 

* Turismo. 

* Combustíveis/ f/ 

2 



4. ONGS INTERNACIONAIS. 

* Negociação direta, com visitas às sedes e convites para vir ao Brasil e conhecer as 

reservas florestais. 

5. GOVERNO FEDERAL. 

* Ministério do Meio Ambiente e IBAMA. 

Apoio ao trabalho de persuasão, valorizando a preservação florestal, junto de 

possíveis investidores. 

Alocação de recursos dos fundos nacionais e internacionais. 

Atuação mais efetiva na proteção das reservas florestais, para evitar invasões, 

furtos de madeira, caça ilegal e incêndios. 

6. GOVERNO ESTADUAL DA BAHIA. 

Apoio à manutenção da integridade fisica das reservas florestais. 

Apoio financeiro das estatais baianas. 

Apoio persuasivo junto das empresas com negócios na Bahia. 

7. GOVERNOS MUNICIPAIS. 

Assegurar isenção do ITBI (Imposto de Transmissão de Bens Imóveis) 

Apoio político junto do Governo da Bahia e dos políticos baianos. 

8. POLÍTICOS DA BAHIA. 

Devem ser informados no momento oportuno e de maneira adequada e 

solicitados a apoiar a preservação das reservas florestais no Sul da Bahia. { 

3 



9. ORGANIZAÇÃO JURÍDICA. 

• Única condição imprescindível é a transformação das áreas em RPPN (Reservas 

Particulares do Patrimônio Natural) com a necessária gravação da perpetuidade da 

preservação. 

• Sugestão de organização jurídica: criação de uma fundação específica para preservação 

das reservas florestais do Sul da Bahia, em Porto Seguro e Prado. 

* Um Conselho curador de treze membros. 

* Cada milhão de reais assegura o direito de um lugar no Conselho. 

* O décimo terceiro lugar no Conselho deverá ser do Presidente da Fundação SOS 

Mata Atlântica. 

* Poderão ser colocadas placas, nas reservas florestais, com o nome dos doadores e a 

área preservada. 

* Os doadores ficarão autorizadas a usar a participação nas florestas na sua publicidade. 

* O Conselho Fiscal será composto só por doadores. 

10. ADMINISTRAÇÃO. 

Recomenda-se a contratação de uma ONG brasileira, com experiência na 

matéria, para administrar as reservas. 

Atenção especial: rigor, austeridade e transparência na utilização de todos os 

recursos captados, com documentação perfeita. 

'11. RECONHECIMENTO PÚBLICO. 

Ampliar os mecanismos de promoção do reconhecimento público das empresas 

que apoiarem a preservação das reservas florestais. 

É um ato de justiça e um estímulo aos atuais e futuros investidores/ 
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12. DIVULGAÇÃO. 

É fundamental e sinalizará aos potenciais investidores a repercussão da 

preservação das florestas. 

13. OBSERVAÇÕES TÁTICO/OPERACIONAIS. 

Os apresentar o projeto, pela primeira vez a uma empresa, somente a uma 

pessoa com poder real de decisão e, sempre que possível, acompanhada por 

"um amigo da casa". 

Entrevistas posteriores poderão ser com outro escalão da empresa. 

Não apresentar o projeto sem chance de sucesso. 

14. AÇÃO PRÁTICA. 

Elaborar uma lista dos possíveis investidores e designar uma equipe pequena, 

para cuidar de cada um. 

15. COORDENAÇÃO. 

Mensalmente os trabalhos deverão ser revistos; atualizados e rearticulados. 

f.' :, - J o - 
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