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"Since time immemorial, 
we have occupied enormous 
territories in Amazonia. 
There we have lived 
respecting and conserving 
its resources, curetakers of 
its delicate ecological 
balance. This ireatment has 
meant the region has 
maintained its potential 
without great losses, thus 
guaranteeing the survival 
and deve lopment of our 
people and our culture, and 
natural resources for the 
whole country. 
But, with the arrival of 

traders, settlers, powerful 
landowners, big agro 
industrial and mining 
companies, and road 
construction in our lands in 
the f orest, we have to 
witness today the stealing 
of our lands, and the 
irrational destruction of the 
resources on which our 
peoples' survival depends. 
They violate the most basic 
right to lif e which all 
people share, and despoil 
the great natural resources 
of the country." 
6 From Voz Indígena, the newsletter of AIDESEP, 
the Peruvian lndians' national organlsation, 
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ln few areas of the world is the 
interrelatedness of poverty, social injustice 
and environmental degradation more starkly 
evident than in the extensive rainforests of the 
Amazon basin. ln this deceptively lush and 
fertile region, desperate battles are waged for 
survival by the indigenous people and by poor 
settlers, in an environment which is being 
devastated by the actions of rich and powerful 
national and international economic groups, 

The Amazon basin reaches into nine 
countries - Brazil, Peru, Bolivia, Colombia, 
Venezuela, Ecuador, Surinam, Guyana and 
French Guiana - which belong (except for 
French Guiana) to the Amazonian Pact, a treaty 
of cooperation for Amazonian development. 
One of the Pact's resolutions establishes a 
special environmental commission and 
recommends a balance between economic 
growth and environmental conservation. lt calls 
for effective participation of indigenous people 
in all aspects of their affairs, and the 
promotion of forms of development that reflect 
the real aspirations of the Amazonian people. 

However, in many of these countries 
development is for export, and millions of 
acres of forest are burned and bulldozed for 
huge mining, oil drilling and cattle ranching 
projects. The Amazonian people have no say in 
the operations of the multinational and 
national corporations implementing these 
projects, and their aspirations for a peaceful 
livelihood, good health and a secure future for 
their children literally go up in the flames that 
consume their forest environment. 

Companies and financial institutions based 
ln the developed countries of the north invest 
directly in programmes which lead to forest 
destruction. lndlrectly, they contribute to the 
destruction through demands for interest 
repayments on loans made to many of the 
Amazonian countries in the seventies. Some of 
the Amazonian countries - Brazil, Peru, 
Ecuador and Colombia are amongst the most 
indebted countries in the world. To service the 
forelgn debt, these countries have to export 
their natural resources, encouraging 
development schemes which require more 
borrowing. 

ln this downward spiral of increasing 
indebtedness, it is the poor who suffer most 

under the cutbacks and recession that the 
debt burden causes, while Amazonia is 
plundered for quick export earnings. 

Brazil, whose national territory holds about 
78% of Amazonia, has followed a model of 
development since the late sixties of "openlng 
up" the jungle to populate the "empty space" 
and make the Amazon produce for export. The 
lndians, whose subsistence economies did not 
produce for the market, were regarded as an 
"obstacle to progress", to be integrated as 
quickly as possible into the national society. 
This development policy is now fuelled by the 
need to pay interest on the country's huge 
$120 billion debt (World Bank, 1988). The 
result is that the exploítation of the Amazon's 
considerable mineral resources, its 
hydroelectric potential, its hardwoods and 
other forest products has gane ahead at fever 
pitch, while the lndians íose more and more of 
their lands to large scale private or government 
development projects. 

Aíthough only 6% of Brazil's rainforest is 
suítable for agriculture, large-scale ranching 
and farming has been heavily subsidised by 
the government, leading to massive 
deforestation for diminishing returns. 
Government and private "colonisatlon" projects 
bring landless peasants in from outside the 
region to cut down the jungle and help open up 
areas around the new roads, often on lndian 
land. 

These settler farmers, frequently fugitives 
from land conflict elsewhere, and desperate for 
a piece of land to farm, may thus be driven 
into further conflict with lndians defending their 
territory. The government's Amazonian 
colonisation programme of the seventies 
planned to move half a million people under 
the misleading banner "land without people for 
people without land" and led many hopeful 
landless families to misery in the forest. 

ln a country where 4.5% of the population 
hold 81% of the farmland (much of it idle and 
unproductive), the programme was seen by 
many as a diversion from the need for genuine 
land reform. This would allocate farmland 
from huge estates to the landless, and would 
meet powerful opposition from landowners. 
But it would prevent invasion of lndian land 
and useless destruction of the rainforest. o 



AMAZONIA: SOME FIGURES OF THE 
SCALE AND THE DESTRUCTION 
• Total Area of Amazonia: 7,000,000 km2 (rough/y the size of Australia). 
• lndlgenous population of Amazonia: ln 1900: approx. 4 million. ln 1988: 

approx. 500JOOO (Survival lntemational). 
• Area of Brazilian Amazonia: 5,059,000 km2 (59% of the territory of 

Brazil). 
• Amazon River System: holds 1/5 of the world' s fresh water, and over 

2,000 recorded species of fish. 
• Amazonia holds 1/3 of the world's rainforests. 
• Deforestation through burning: ln 1987: 210,000 km2 (a/most the size of the 

UK, which is 244,100 km2). Reports for 1988 indicate that an even 
greater area has been burned. 

POISONING THE RIVERS 

D Traditional Yanomami 
lndian territory 

• 
"lslands" created by 
decree for Yanomami 

Deforestation exposes the river banks, causing 
rivers to silt up, and vast forest areas flooded 
by hydroelectric reservoirs release dangerous 
toxins from rotting vegetation into the water. 

_ - Mercury, used to separate the gold from the 
_ mud in alluvial gold panning, is dumped into _,/'---·- - 

_.-- .------ the river system and enters the food chain. Up --- . .- -·- --··---- _.---- ----~~ -- to 1,000 tons of mercury may be going into 
the Amazon each year, and in Rondonia ln the 
western Brazilian Amazon, fish - a crucial 
source of protein for the Amazonian population 
- were found with 4 times the WHO safety 
leveis. 

~ National parks and 
~ forest reserves 

A Brazilian from ltaituba, a new gold rush area, 
recovering from mercury polsoníng, said: 

"I tell people not to eat 
any fish at all." 

Sources: Goodland & lrwin 1975; 
People of the Tropical Rainforest, 
Univ. of California Press, 1988; 
Ecologist magazine, Vol.19, 1989, 
World Bank. 

Unloading iron-ore from Carajas at the port of 
ltaqui, São Luís, for export overseas. 

CARAJAS 
The world's largest lron-ore reserves 
were discovered here in the 1960's. 
Nearly 900,000 sq. kms. of Amazonian 
land - 50% of it forest- is being 
converted into a huge mining, industrial 
and agricultura! region. lt is 10.6% of the 
total area of Brazil. By 1985J 10% of the 
whole of Amazonia had been cleared for 
the project, and the deforestation rate is 
increasing largely due to numerous pig 
iron smelters, burning charcoal produced 
from forest wood. The Carajas project 
receives substantial funding from the 
World Bank and the European Community. 

li 



h'We need to te ll the world 
that Brazil is eating itself 
up. We feel we're losing our 
health, which is obviously 
dear to us. But uie're also 
losing nature. We have to 
stop this tree business. The 
Amazon is the lung of the 
world." 

6 Timber worker in Paragominas. 

r::> A woman carries the wooden tiles 
wnicn are cut by women in the sawmif Is. 

THE TIMBER WORKERS OF 
PARAGOMINAS, BRAZIL 
Timber workers, like so many other poor 
Brazilians, are faced with the dilemma of 
having to make a living within the context of 
ruthless destruction of the Amazonian 
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been forced off the land elsewhere in Brazil by i 
powerful landowners wíth illegal land claims, 
by government projects such as hydroelectric 
schemes, by drought and by hunger, Drawn to 
the Amazon by promises of a piece of land to 
farm and a better !lfe, they find they are part of 
an unwitting vanguard brought in to cut down 
the jungle. The forested land they clear for 
cultivation cannot sustain agriculture, and 
within a few years they are forced to abandon 
farming, and the big ranchers move in to sow 
pasture for cattle. Too impoverished togo 
anywhere else, they swell the pool of available 
labour in the Amazon for industries like 
loggíng. 

Paragominas is today the timber capital of 
Brazíl, in a vast municipality of 27,650 km2 of 
[ungle in the northern state of Para. An Oxfam 
visitar described Paragominas as "some 
medieval painter's vision of hei/. Fires bum 
across the valley sending a pai! of smoke 
hovering above the town. Smoufdering sawdust 
piles, sawmi/1 chimneys, smokestacks from 
diesel motors, the c/ay igloo-f ike o vens for 
charcoal buming: ai/ these contribute their 
wreath of choking smoke. Sawmills shriek 
from every comer, each giant angry buzz-saw 
tended by a group of sweating men and 
women." 

6 Young boys shovelling sawdust in a Paragominas 
sawmm. 

THE TIMBER WORKERS' UNION 

ln 1986 Oxfam made a small grant to the 
Timber Workers' Union of Paragominas 
(SINTICOMP) for the construction of their 
headquarters, a wooden building where 
meetings and training courses could be held. 
The union now has a membership of over 700 
male and female workers, of the estimated 
18,000 timber workers in the municipality. 

SINTICOMP is fighting for better conditions 
for its workers, who earn very low wages for a 
twelve-hour day, 6 days a week, in a thickly 
polluted environment. Employers do not 
provide the protective clothing required by law, 
and many avoid legalising theír workforce. 
Women are paid even less than men for the 
sarne work. 
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.becattsé ofthê êonstant pollution .. 
intheti#~lntheiday because of > .· 
the. sâT1.rdus.t,. .at night because oí. > 
the!,mokeJrom the /ires. Most ... • .· ... · ... 
people. iive .rigftt next to the mills. · · 
Th~re's nogetting away from it. Ff 

SINTICOMP aims to set upa shopfloor 
committee in each of the municipality's 600 
sawmills. Employers react by threatening to 
sack workers who join the union, knowing they 
can draw on the growíng pool of unemployed 
labour in the region. But SINTICOMP is growing 
despíte these pressures, and has won several 
court hearíngs on behalf of dismissed workers 
claimlng overtime and back pay. 
Oxfam has made grants totalling f,7 ,427 for 

the headquarters building, and for meetings 
and travei costs. D 
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"Ladies anâ gentlemen, 
Iam a seringueiro (rubber 
tapper) from Amazonas. I 
am here to speak about the 
tropical f orest. The 
Amazonian forest is being 
brutally destroyed by large 
projects, financed by 
foreign banks, and planned 
by Brazilian interests that 
do not take into account 
the living beings in the 
forest ... We insist that we 
live from the forest. We 
insist that it be preserved. 
We agree with the Indians, 
who in our view share our 
struggle, who struggle for 
the preservation of the 
f orest, as we ll as their 
customs, and their 
culture ... " 

!"1. Extract from statement of Jaime da Silva 
Araujo, President of the National Rubber Tappers' 
Council before the World Commission on 
Environment and Development, 1985. 

V Headquarters ot tne Xapuri Ruraf 
Workers' Union. 

PRODUCTION IN HARMONY WITH THE 
ENVIRONMENT 
ln late 1988, reports from Brazil indicated that ~ < 
during the year an area of Amazonia the size of ~ 
West Germany had been burned, including g 
tens of thousands of square kilometres of ~ 
irrep1aceable primary rainforest. Smoke from 
the fires spreao right across Amazonia, so 
dense that airports in the region had to be 
closed several times during the year, including 
the airport at La Paz in Bolívia, 5,000 metres 
up in the Andes. On the ground, the extent of 
the destruction of plant and animal !ife is 
almost unimaginable. 

The majority of forest burning in Brazil clears 
land for pasture for grossly inefficient cattle 
ranching. Government subsidies and tax 
holidays have made initial profits high, but as 
the predominantly infertile land once stripped 
of forest cover only sustains pasture for a few 
years, more and more forest is burned for new 
pasture, or the ranch is abandoned. Virtually 
all the ranches set up in Amazonia prior to 
1978 have now been abandoned, leaving 
wasted areas of infertile scrubland. 

EXTRACTIVE RESERVES - THE 
RUBBER TAPPERS' ALTERNATIVE 
ln this context of environmental devastation an 
exciting conservation initiative for sustainable 
development in Amazonia has emerged from 
the grassroots rubber tappers' movement in 
Brazil. 

ln October 1985, the rural workers union of 
Xapuri in the state of Acre brought 120 
representatives of rubber tappers' 
organisations together ln Brasília for the 1st 
National Conference of Rubber Tappers. The 
tappers met congressional representatlves and 
government officials and amongst their general 
demands for agrarian reform, an 
environmentally sound development policy for 
Amazonia and an end to colonisation projects 
in areas with Brazi! nut and rubber trees, they 
presented their radical proposal for "extractive 
reserves". 

These protected forest areas, based on the 
model of lndian reserves, and managed by the 
rubber tappers themselves, would allow the 

6. Col/ecting raw fatex from rubber trees. 
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men, women and children of the community to 
continue to tap rubber, collect Brazil nuts, 
hunt, físh, and practice small-scale mixed 
agrlculture with legal protection from 
harassment and intimidation by ranchers and 
powerful landowners. 

lndians of the region have proposed that the 
extractive reserves form a protective "green 
belt" around lndian areas, strengthening the 
cooperation between lndians and rubber 
tappers formalised in the foundation of the 
Alliance of Forest Peoples. lntroducing the 
Alliance at an international meeting on 
lndigenous People, the Environment and the 
World Bank in September 1988 in Berlin, 
Jaime de Araujo said: "Out Alliance is nota 
romantic one. lt ís about our physical and 
economíc survival. We depend on the 
preservatíon of the forest." 

The Brazilian government has agreed to 
establish four extractive reserves, and in 
February 1988 signed a decree to establish 
the first one in Acre, near Xapuri. This 
substantial víctory is the fruit of hard 
organisational work by the rubber tappers' 
organisations and rural workers' unions, 
supported by the Projeto Seringueiro, a project 
set up by a Brazilian agency in 1980 to train 
rubber tappers in literacy and managing 
cooperatives. 

Oxfam has funded all these initiatives, with 
grants to the Xapuri rural workers' union and 
the National Rubber Tappers' Council for the 
organisation of national and regional 
meetings and land use surveys to backup 
proposals for extractive reserves (E44,059 
since 1985). The Projeto Seringueiro itself 
has been funded by Oxfam since 1981, with 
grants totalling f:55,602. u 



"The great mountains, until 
yesterday guardians of the 
last refuge of this peop le, 
are being shaken by 
violence, the son of greed. 
The rivers and streams, our 
younger brothers, are · 
dredged and f atally 
wounded. The animais 
disappear in the 
voraciousness of the 
adventurers who seek 
instant riches. The last 
sacred regions of the 
Yanomami universe are 
threatened. 
The day will come when 

the great prophecy of the 
sons of Oman (the 
Yanomami Original Being) 
will be fulfilled: "When the 
sacred p laces are touched, 
the night will come, it will 
come like the moming 
breeze, for I shall be 
weakening. The night will 
come like the wind, for I 
shall be dying." 

6. Ailton Krenak, President of UNI, the Union of 
lndian Nations of Brazil. 

[> The traditional Yanomami communal 
'Maloca', sometimes housing up to 100 
peop/e. 

v Yanomami lndían family on the 
Northern Perimeter road which sliced 
through their territory. 

A PEOPLES' FUTURE IN THE BALANCE 
The Yanomami lndians are the most numerous 
of Brazil's 180 lndian peoples, and the largest 
indigenous group in the Americas still to live 
according to their traditions, largely isolated 
from the surrounding socíety Their territory 
spans the frontier zone between Brazil and 
Venezuela, a mountainous and ancient regíon 
covered with tropical forest. Their total 
population is some 20,000 with between 
9,000 and 10,000 living in Brazil. 

lnvasion of Yanomami land began brutally in 
the 1970s with the construction of the 
northern perimeter highway, when introduced 
diseases, particularly influenza and measles, 
decimated the populatlons of many 
communíties. By 1983 the incidence of 
tuberculosis amongst the Yanomami in the 
state of Roraima was four and a half times the 
national average. River blindness has 
increased to the point of 100% infection in 
some areas, and venereal disease is on the 
increase. 
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But today the lndians are threatened as 
never before. 100,000 gold-diggers illegally in 
the territory outnumber the lndians by about 
10 to 1. 150 light aircraft land daily on some 
90 clandestine airstrips throughout the 
territory. lndian men, women and children are 
being beaten, tortured and killed in conflicts 
wlth gold-diggers, while their great communal 
houses are burned and their rivers and fish 
polluted by mercury. 

"The tohite man is 
the dark, blinded by 
glitter of gold. That is w11:v ne 
doesn't see us." 

· õ. Davi Kopenawa Yanomami, 
Yanomami. 

A medical team of the CCPY (Commission 
for the Creation of the Yanomami Park) 
supported by Oxfarn, worked in the area until 
1987, when they were unable to get official 
permission to continue. From that time until 
the return of some of the medical personnel to 
the Catrimani mission statlon in June 1988, it 
has been alleged that as many as 400 
Yanomami died of gunshot wounds and 
introduced diseases. 

Since the beginning of the 1980s the CCPY 
has campaigned tirelessly for the demarcation 
of the Yanomami territory. ln 1984 the 
government responded by establishing the 
Yanomami lndigenous Park, an area of 
7,000,000 hectares. However, this was never 
demarcated, and in 1988 new government 
decrees split the Yanomami area into 19 
separate "lslands", part!y within two national 
forest reserves and a national park. Two 
months later, this decree was revoked by 
another which declared the national forests 
and park would no longer be considered as 
indigenous territory. 

At the stroke of a pen, Yanomami land was 
reduced by 70%, to vulnerable islands 
surrounded by land open to exploitation. This 
violates the lndians' constitutional rights to 
permanent possession of their traditional 
lands and exclusive rights to the resources in 
them. 

Many Brazilian and international 
supporters believe that unless the 
Yanomami's original territory is restored and 
ali the illegal gold-diggers removed with 
immediate effect, it will be the end of the 
Yanomami as a people. 

Oxfam has supported the CCPY since its 
inception in 1979, the latest grant being for 
E15,957. The work of the health team was 
supported until 1987. o 



"The land is our mother. 
She saw our birth, and she 
nurtures us with the fruits 
of the land. She is our 
culture, for the land is the 
fundamental basis of our 
social, economic and 
cultural activities. Because 
of ali this, she is the very 
substance of the history of 

1 " our peop e ... 

l::,. From the presentation of CONFENIAE, the 
Confederation of lndlgenous Nations of 
Ecuadorian Amazonia, to the UN Working 
Group on the Rights of lndigenous Peoples 
in Geneva in July/August 1987. 

f> Oi/ pipeline and road running through 
Huarani territory in Ecuador. 

EDUCATION AND 
ORGANISATION: FOIN 

FOIN, the Federation of lndigenous 
Organisations of the river Napo, was founded 
in 1980, aiming to work with the 75,000 
mainly Quechua speaking lndians in Napo 
province, on the eastern slopes of the Andes, 
in Ecuador. The men and women grow maize, 
bananas, yucca (a root crop), coffee and cocoa 
as subsistence crops. The difficulty of 
communication amongst communities spread 
throughout the province meant that FOIN's 
early work of organising people to push for 
land titles was only partly successful. 80% of 
the lndians' lands are untitled, and the 
invasion of settler farmers, oil and logging 
companies, and African palm cultivators 
continues. 

Oxfam's latest grant to FOIN was in support 
of a change in strategy, to work through the 
indigenous teachers in the community schools 
on an educational project to raise awareness 
of the importance of land as a resource to 
ensure the future of the communities and the 
continuity of their culture. 

The Field Officer writes: "a central element 
in the índigenous phNosophy concerning 
education is the role of land. The teachers who 
share this philosophy not only form future 
adults with a sense of value of their culture 
and land but they become advisors to the 
community with an understanding of the 
cultural role of land and the importance of 
protecting the communal holdings." 

Oxfam grants to FOIN since 1982: 
t22,304 for running costs, training courses 
for bilingual teachers as part of education for 
land rlghts, D 
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INDIGENOUS LAND TITLING IN PERU 
ANDECUADOR 
Through their organísatlons, the lndians of 
Amazonia are making their voices heard in 
international fora. But on the ground, the 
struggle to retain their land is a bitter one. 

Although the western concept of private land 
ownership is alien to Amazonian lndians, who 
hold and use land collectively, legal title to 
indigenous territories can offer at least 
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minimal legal protection against invasion and 
dispossesslon. Oxfam supports land titling 
work throughout Amazonia, and three 
examples in Peru and Ecuador illustrate the 
kind of process many indigenous communities 
go through - from awareness of their rlghts, to 
establishing their territories' boundaries, and 
protecting them. 

•
INDIGENOUSTOPO 
GRAPHERS IN PASTAZA 

The province of Pastaza covers 32,008 km2 of 
Ecuadorian rainforest and is home to 20,000 
Shuar, Quechua and Huarani speaking lndians 
in 140 communities. Here too the lndians' 
land and lives are threatened by settlers who 
cut down the forest to plant rice, African palm 
and pasture, and by companies extracting oil, 
timber and minerais. ln the northern Huaraní 
territory a road is being built which is part of a 
network of roads and towns which will split up 
the indigenous territories. 

OPIP, the Organisation of lndigenous 
peoples of Pastaza was founded in 1979 with 
the objectives of securing the land and 
implementing small scale development 
projects adapted to the environment and 
indigenous culture. The Ecuadorian 
government is receptive to land titles for 
communities based on the number of 
households, but OPIP wants communal 
territories legalised in accordance with 
traditional collectivist land tenure. 

With help from Oxfam, lndlgenous 
topographers are being trained to demarcate 
the boundaries and ensure they are 
maintained. Communal work parties will cut 
the boundary paths and plant food crops in 
them to emphasise the fact that indigenous 
people use their land. 

Oxfam has provided f37, 791 for training in 
topography, costs of mapping out and making 
the boundaries and for preparation of the 
necessary documentation to present to the 
authorities for land titling. D 

THE LIVING BOUNDARIES 
OF THE MACHIGUENGA 

ln Peru's Urubamba valley, on the eastern 
slopes of the Andes, where the Amazon river 
begins its longjourney to the sea, some 25 
communitíes of Machiguenga lndians have 
obtained their land titles with the help of 
CEDIA, a Peruvian agency which has worked 
withthem slrice 1982. Under Peruvian law, the 
lndians' territories are only partly protected - 
part of the area is only ceded "for use", and if 
the lndians are judged not to use them 
productlvely, these lands may be confiscated, 
and handed to colonists. 

Constant conflict between lndians and 
colonists made it clear that physical 
boundaries were needed to reinforce the legal 
provisions. So "linderos vivos" - living 
boundaries - were planted by the lndians, 
using native species of coffee, cocoa and 
annatto trees. These living boundaries have 
reduced the conflict with colonists, protected 
the land and provided viable standing cash 
crops in the boundaries themselves. 

Oxfam has supported CEDIA's work with 
the Machiguenga since 1982, and the latest 
grant of t37,851 will fund extension of the 
land titling work and production on communal 
plots, as well as organisational and education 
work. D 



"The f orest is one big thing 
- it has people, animals 
and plants. There is no 
point in saving the animals 
if the forest is burned down. 
There is no point in saving 
the f orest if the animais 
and the peop le are driven 
away. Those trying to save 
the animais cannot win if 
the peop le trying to save 
the f orest lose. The Indians 
cannot win if the others 
lose, and they won't be 
successful without the 
Indians' support - for we 
are the ones who know the 
forest. 

None of us is strong 
enough to win alone - 
together, we can be strong 
enough to win." 

Í'i Bepkororoti, Kayapo lndian from Brazil 

1 
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THE NEED FOR ACTION 
While many lndian and peasant organisations 
in Amazonia now find support from each other, 
from certain sectors of the national population 
and sympathetic officials in _government, much 
of the Amazon is under the law of the gun. 
Assassinations of leaders of indigenous and 
peasant organísatíons, civil rights lawyers and 
priests standing in defence of the land and 
basic human rights, are commonplace. Few of 
the crimes are ever properly investlgated or 
brought to justice. Only the international 
outcry which followed the assassinatlon of 
the Brazilian rubber tapper leader Chico 
Mendes in December 1988 led to the arrest 

CHICO MENDES - murdered for his 
concern for social justice and 
conservation of the rainforest. 

A rubber tapper brought up in the 
forest, Chico Mendes was a leader in the 
struggle of Amazonian people for the 
protection of their environment, their 
livelihoods and their lives. He was 
president of the Xapuri Rural Workers' 
Union anda leading member of the 
Natlonal Rubber Tappers Council. He was . 
one of the founders of the Alliance of 
Forest People, the alliance of lndians and 
rubber tappers. He was a member of the 
national council of the Trades Union 
Congress (CUT), and an activist ln the 
Workers' Party (PT). A technique of 
passive resistance to deforestation 
known as the "empate", where rubber 
tappers - men, women and children - 
would form a human chain around trees 
toprotect them from the ranchers' chain 
saws was initiated by Chico and his fellow 
tappers in Acre. 

Awarded a Global 500 ecology prize by 
the UN Environrnent Programme in 1987, 
Mendes successfully lobbíed the World 
Bank and lnter-American Development 
bank to suspend loans to Brazil which 
rubber tappers were opposing on 
environmental grounds. He was a friend 
of Oxfam through his grassroots 
organisational work with rubber tappers. 
He survived 5 attempts on his life, but on 
December 22 1988 he was finally gunned 
down in his home by his greatest 
enemies, large-scale ranchers and 
landowners. He said of himself and 
others in the rubber tappers' movement: 
"Every day we learn something, while at 
the same time knowing we could be on 
the receíving end of a bul/et at any time. 
We're involved because of our ideais and 
we 'li never turn back. None of us would 
betray our movement. We ali worked 
together to build up that spirit, that /ove. 
They would have to kill us ali to destroy 
the movement ... " o 

of some of hls alleged killers. 
The international community awards prizes 

to active and committed individuais, and this 
draws attention to the desperate pllght of 
millions in Amazonia. But international 
economic policies and practices are 
themselves at the root of the problems. Chico 
Mendes and Davi Yanomami were both 
awarded the UN Environment Prograrnrne 
Global 500 prize - yet the World Bank and 
European Communíty have invested in 
projects, such as Carajas, which continue to 
bring about the devastation of parts of 
Amazonia, and the destitution of its people. 

While the rich north hands out prizes with 
one hand, it tears out the heart of Amazonia 
with the other. 

Responsible, positive action and 
assistance from the international community 
is essential if a terrible human and 
environmental disaster in Amazonia is to be 
averted. Without this commitment, the giving 
out of prizes to individuais is a hollow gesture 
indeed. o 
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DAVI YANOMAMI - under the threat of 
death. 

Davi Kopenama Yanomami was 
awarded a United Nations Environment 
Programme Global 500 prize for 1988 for 
defending the Yanomami lndians' right to 
their traditional territory. An employee of 
the government lndian agency, FUNAI (the 
National lndian Foundation), he hosted, 
with the help of UNI, the first ever 
Assembly of Yanomami people, in 1986. 

About 100 lndians travelled from 14 
distant and isolated communities to meet 
and establish a united front against the 
invasion of their land, and to appeal for 
its demarcation. On receiving the Global 
500 prize in early 1989, Davi said: "/ am 
not pleased to receive this prize. 1 am, 
and l'm not. For my kin are dying. The 
invaders are poisoníng the streams with 
mercury, killing the rivers and destroying 
nature. 1 have been threatened with 
death because I am an lndían who 
speaks Portuguese and 1 am standing ln 
the way of the advance of the gold 
diggers. But the Shamans (traditional 
healers) are working for me, to protect 
me from what happened to Chico 
Mendes." o 

s~.~~iltt1tetimeot~ibg•~···· /.1 
prlnt;, Dâvi..,nr:t0unQ~d that heis to.····· .• , <1 

rét11rn íbê UN prize in protest agaínst tNe\1 
faH11r~•of l,is government and the IJN to 

, . preventttre continuing goldrush invasion 
·· ofyanornand t,rritory. · · · 
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