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AMAZON PACKAGE

FHC s government takes its Tirst consistent steps in the
| environmnantal area -

The so—called amazon package, made public on Julw
25, improves upan the legislation to protect the
Legal amazon’s natural resources. It is the most
b gsolid bﬁfi?ﬁﬁmdﬂt&l maasure adopbed thus far by
L o FHC ¢ Gover nment.

The package manifests itself as a decres and as g provizionary
sxmure, and combines a series of legal devices to curb the
Farastation and predavory logging exploration in the amazon

stablishes a two yvear maratoeriun for new mahogany angd virola
”3inn sauthorizations and concessiong: determines the revision,
w;th an ﬁ%tahllahﬁd dzadline, of the current authorizations and
concessions to explore mahogany and vireola, and includes the
caﬁcsllatimn of irregular situations. conditions new logging
authorizations to those effectively and adeguately utilizing areas
Calrzady converted into agricultural lands. Thus, properties with
cdegraded areas, under utilized or inadequately utilized will not
seoable to rer&va &uthﬁrixatiaﬁ for new clearings; and, increases
s 1&@&1 r smerve’s figure From 50% to 80%, in cases whére the
sred o 1a tofis Lunmqu forest. For example, Forest and savannah

1 EFTHQ 1n Legal aAmazonian properties can only occouri in up to
0% of thase areas. This will signify in an effective increase in
tha total percentage of protected forest formations. Using the
nvpothesis of a property entirely covered by forest, the legal
reserve would have to be necessarily B80%.

These maasures attend old claims from the Brazilian environmental
movenent .  Howeswvaer, they gensrate some doubbts that reguire
government clarification.

SZoricultural snd cattle raising productive ventures, in already
convertad areas, head toward a preferentiazl status in obtaining
official oreditse and incentives. It remains unknown whether the
measurs appliss only to those which completed the conversion in a
lagal way, such as, duly authorized and in accordance with the
environnental demnands relative fto soil use, or if it will pertain
ter all.  In the case where the second Intarpretation is adopted,
those who Illegally deforest areas will be rewarced.
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The package gensrates expectations in the viasbility of its
implementation. Inspections are anticipated in the issue of
current authorized revisions. It remains unkown, however, if it
deals with local inspections of approved projects or simply
rabinet analysis with relation to the probsble formal
irregularities. The measure’s success and the very credibility of
the Decras depend upon the realization of in loco inspections, to
verify the sctual situation of the processss thalt do hot represent
formal irregularities. Thus, it is difficult to bglieve that a
strucutire exists for thisz, even moreso when one consliders the
eanrablished 60 day desadline.

There are slso gquestions on the prevision of carrving ocut studies
o ereste national forestse. Thiz would be linked to facts recently
reported by the press with relation to the government’s intention
tor ukilize amazonian aress to implement the country’s agrarian
retorm, or, doss it merely deal with a way to compensate the
regional population for the restrictive measures containgd in the
package? :

The contaxt in which the packages was launched merits analyzation
foo.  The justificationz presented by the federal government are
bazed upon the annual deforestation shatistics in the amazon
forest, ranging from 0.3% to 0.4% in the 19921994 periocd. (1995
data is nonexistent, although according tc nonofficial sources,
it appears this study iz in its final stage). The mzasures ware
defined a short period pricr to Brazil’s Tropical Forest
Consgrvation evaluation meeting, taking place in Germany, and
amazon Week, in Mew York, both meetings scheduled for September,
and occasions where Brazxil®s regional governmental policiesz will
be the object of criticial attention by public opinion and by the
intarnational praess.

I this seensria, the speculations, that the government would
relesse information that points to an aggravation of deforestation
in the Amazon in 1995, seem to bear bruth, which would have
brought them to antecipate the possible stream of critigues which
thay would have received in the internstional events. IF this is
confirmed, ohee again, Brazilian environmental policies are
cdefined as an object to spare the country’s image abroad, instead
af resulting in an internal process of improvement. Contributing
o thils suspicion is the fact that the Hational Environmental
Board’s [(Dopnselho Nacional do Meio ambiente, CONAME) megeting,
ascheduled far august 31, was cancsled the week after the packags
was published, with the justification that theres were no relevant
topics for discussion.

it iz svident, however, that these doubts do not diminish the
merit of the packags. Within the package, there are effective
aelvances, which added to the ather norme of protection in the
finazon Basin that were not revoked, as the case of decree 1,282
fFrom 10/19/94, which conditions fTorest clearing and other Yorms
of wvegetation to ecological and economic regional zoning, place
the environmental legislation of the region upon & superior
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