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Coordinator for Latin America - .
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Damrak 28—30 cod, \ @& Q’@@ .
1012 LJ Amsterdam '
. NEDERLAND

Dear Madam,

Please find herewith, for your information, a text prepared by
the Department of Environment of the Brazilian Ministry of External Relations,
concerning a supposed increase in the number of "burning of forests” in the region of

the Brazilian Amazonas. Also attached- are graphics elaborated by the Directory of

Control of the IBAMA (National System for Prevention and Fight against Forest Fires
- PREVFOGO), as well as statistics on the burning of forests registered through
satellite-supervision of sources of heat from June to October, during the perioed from
1990 to 1995. ‘ |

Sincerely yours,

Jorto Dauster
Ambassador, Head of the Missiqn
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u B AMAZONIA BURNING AGAINTE

Worldwide concemn over the congervation of theé Amazonign rainforest
should take Into consideration that deforestal.on should be described mainly in
relative {erms -- the sheer &izo of the Braziian reinforest (1.7 milfion squars miles),
still maxing It the only big and rich primeval torest in the world essentially intect.

A%ter g decade of misinformation, it 18 today vastly known that Brazillan
Amazon geforestation rates plummeted down 50% between 1589.19¢1 -- raaching
a rate of one third of wha! the nationat forests in the US wers undergoing during
the same pariod -- and continued admittadly to decline as the Government
changoed it land-use pohcies in 1983. Yet, slaredtypes are hard to kil and we're
still controntad to thig date with prepostarous charges of *burning one feothall figld
of rainforest per second’, thus endangering the ‘world's lungs® and causing
climate changs (three pseudo-scientfic faliaciay In onNe sanience).

This year was an exocaplionally &ry one in Brazil. A iof of smoke was
10 ba sean In what we call the “Amazomna Legar, thal is 10 say & very uwe arsa
thet comprises savanna ecosystems and our rainfores! — which remains s far
mainly untouched by deforestation. A lot of smoke was also sgen originating from
neighboring countries.

Brazilian inslitutes weekly monitor vegetation fires in our lermitory with the
help of the NOAA satellite images which dapict burning painls (deta is avellable
through INTERNET): the fires ~ mainly In savanna aress (the Cerado vagetation)
or in pastures and agricuttural land, bit perhaps also in sorme scaltered rainforeet
aoas — wons, in the month of July 1808, more numerous than in July 1994.The
other monihs o the dry ssason (June-October) remained within the pattemn
observed previousty.

Was this a freak phenomenon — assentially related (0 the seasonal burning
of pastures and crop-lardl (the traditional practics, of indigenous origin, of
” betwesn crops) — or would Rt correspond 10 real rainforest
doforastalion, which is in sharp dedlina since 16897

The two phenomenons ara different and different are their anvironmeantal

impacts.

As a maller of fact, the “que/mads” practice igelf has also baen on the
decline. The data for genera! vegetation fires in Brazii during the dry season for
the 1981/1994 period show that they avoived from 467.012, in 1981, to 117 190
burning points in 1894. Evan if, bacause of the surge in the month of July, the fofe/
of burnings in 19985 will be higher than in 1894, ¥ ot will be lower than previous
years and conform fo tho lower pattern since 1991.

Usually, when there Is tre in the pnmeval rainforest, i means Mthet
deforestation has already (aken place, since thet kind of vegetation s normally loo
numid fo burn. Nothing authonzas, nevertheless, fo draw the insfant conclusion
that & surge, in June-Oclober 1995, of big smoke clouds in the skies of "Legal
Amazonia" vorresponds to @ correlated increass in our rainforest dsforestation
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rate. This can esyentally be related. as it aeemy -- and we are waiting for the final
actua! screntific and field data, 8% the dry season draws 10 its end — k0 increesed
aciivity in preexistent crop or pasture land

The *queimada’ agricultural practice or the savanna indiscruninate fires, of
naturs’ or anthropogenic Cause, mainiy produces & lot of aeroso's and paricuiate
matter It results n large clouds that admittedly could temporarily contnitisda fo
reduce — similarly to volcanic aruption clouds -- the greenhouse stfect. in fact they
soem fo temporanly cool focal environment, CO? emission probably being of
secondary effect in terms of the actual budget of ils production, through burning,
and its uptake, by acceferated sprouling of grasses and other vegelation in the
tropical climate. Tha cloud forming phenomenon was tha objsct of study of the
Smoke, Clougs and Radlation — SCAR-8 projert undartaken jointly by Brazilian
and US sclentists during the 1995 dry sceson, with the halp of sophisticated
equipmet fiown by the ER-2 NASA aircrsit {a ‘cousin® of the high-fiying U-2 spy.
plane) and Brazifian aircra®t and ground facilities

Extonsive rainforast deforestation implies the reduction of bipdiveraily, the
local alteration of He ecosystein, 1088 of primeval cover, the production of some
amount of CO® by dooay and the ohanging uf the cimax pattern of tress, among
ultrer 1actors, The relstion of this phenomenon to the overall buopet of CO?
emission and of its uptake by the Amazonian rainforest, as well ag its condribution
to the long term accumdation of greenhousae-gas in the atmosphers, is currently
baing invastigated by foreign and Brazilian aciantists from the Center for Weather
Prediction and Climate Studies — CPTEC of the National insthuts for Space
Research — INPE, ong of the very fow instititas in the world (3 or 4) which have
the capabilty tv generate climatic models, wilh the heip of supercomputers we
acquired from Japan in 1934

As it 18 widely known, the whole worid's lopical foresls gensral
deforestation condribution to the producticn of GOF is estimated to be of a fairly
email amoumt (in the ocder of 10%), in comparison with other sources of
anthropogenic greenhouse gas, in particular from the overwhalming and ever
growing burning of fossif fus! in the Northern Hemisphere.

To suggest that some cleanng Of the vas! Braziisn green cover "may
contribute to the threal of global warming” is to bey out the really crucial quastion
of abaling per capita greenhouss gas emissions in the other Hemisphere — 8s the
world's recos8ion is now over - and meeting the Climate Convantion's targets and
timatables (or policies and meesuras, for that matter).

A3 for the role of rainforests @3 Carbon “sinks” — notwithstanding the
present sciontific uncartainties conceming the overall process of climale change
and CO? circulalion -- it can safely be said that woridwide reforeslation or
sfforgsiation in il areas avaiable for k can only uptake, in numencal terms, s very
small part of the present and historical emissions of CO? (we should remamber that
the concentration Of gresnhouse gas in the atmosphare iz a very long tarm
pirocess of the order of 100 -150 years).

A o p— il =

B e i R Y S rapn e

-
|

g~k

—————— ]




Extensiva rainfores! detorestation ~ a phenomenon which 0oss npt pecur 1n
Brazii -- should be geail with as what It really 18, a potential menace to biodiversity,
And the "gueimsda” burnings should be seen as wnat they 2'ways were, a
somewhat primitive traditional way 1o clear fields between crops prosent
everywhery around {he world, whose benefits may be questionatie in tarms of

modern criteria

INPE, which monitors generst deforestation through LANDSAT end
eventuslly SPOT satelliles -- and whose data is now widely respecied, afier years
of “cloude and mirrors™ of misinformation from abroad — as soon as i concludes by
the and of the year its awaited and underway study on the Amazon for the 1992/94
period, will tackie 1895,

in face of the recrudascence uf fires, the Governmenl anyway mobilized ite
forest sarvices, which are being provided daity with saleiite data, and started
Immediately to investigate these burnings and to take action accordingly. # mus?
be said that the present Administration has not reverted nor has the intention of
reverting the /and-use policies in Amazonia which resulted, since 1988, in the
varified parsistent and sleep deciing of rainforest deforestation.
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Evolugio da Quantidade de Fooos de Calos
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Instituto Socioambiental environment and development service for ngo s

Jodo Paulo Capobianco

Av. Higiendpolis, No 901 Higienépolis
01238-001 Sdo Paulo SP

Brasil =

Amsterdam, November 22, 1995

Dear Capobianco,

We received the enclosed document from Brussels as a reaction on one of our questions at the
meeting in Brussels last September.

For your information,

Best regards,

Both ENDS/coordinator Latin America

Damrak 28-30

1012 L] Amsterdam

The Netherlands

Telephone: 31.20.6230823

Telefax : 31.20.620804%9

E-mail : BOTHENDS@GN.APC.ORG




