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Mrs. Tamara Mohr 
Coordinator for Latin America 
BOTHENDS 
Damrak 28-30 
1012 LJ Amsterdam 
NEDERLAND 

Dear Madam, 

Please find herewíth, for your informatíon, a text prepared by 
' ' 

the Department of Environment of the Brazilian Ministry of Externai Relations, 
çoncerning a supposed increase in the number of "burning of forests" in the region of 
the Brazílían Amazonas. Also attached · are graphics elaborated by the Directory of 
Control of the IBAMA (National System for Prevention and Fight against Forest Pires 
- PREVFOGO), as well as statístícs on the burning of forests registered through 
satellite-supervísion of _sources of heat from June to October, during the period from. 
1990 to 1995. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dauster 
Ambassador, Head of the Mission 
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• IS AM>,z.Or·w~ t,~ AaAIN7• 

World>Mae concem over lhe concervet1on of th6 ~zonii.n rainforest 
sr.ould take lnto ce>n~ider~ton ths! deforestet,on should be describsd ma,n!y i!J 
reJ~ti~ tfjrmi -- the sh&~r 5!zG of tht1 erai111an rainfo, eil (1. 7 millioo square m.lss), 
G!!fl ma~ng ir tl"le only biQ and nch primevat toreat in thQ wortd esi;.antl;Hy mtect. 

A~er a ~dr. Of m1~mronnat1on. ~ 1s today vaslly kno'M"l l.htllt BraziHan 
Amazon defore,tal,on rates plummet&d down 50% between 19M-1~1 -· reacninQ 
a rat~ cf one thírd o< \IA"lat the natiooal fore~, in the US W6re underQOing durlng 
the same perioc -- and continued admittedly to decline as the Government 
chang&d 1ts land-usa potrciM in 1 i88. Yet, slsreotypes sre hard to klll and v,,.v're 
still contronted to thls d8t& with prepcstl3rous d1arges Of •w-ning one football t!eld 
of rafnforest per 1econd", thus ~ndang&ring the ~s lungs· and ca~ing 
climate Cl'\ange (thr&& p$eudo-scienllfic fe!f aci91 ln ono saoieni;9). 

ll'lit year W8I 111 a,coeptionalty ljfy one in Brazll. A lo! oí smoke was 
to be Aê9n ln Vwtlet we ca/1 the MAm~ro,"lia Legar. thal is to say B very wio'e ares 
t/let camµrfs6s savanna @Côsystem.! era oar rsinforest - wtuch remains ~ tar 
mainly cmtol)ched by defvT"9S1:Jbon. A lot of amoke was alaO Hon ortglnating ft'Om 
ne~ countri91. 

Brazllian institutes weekly monitor vegetation flr&e in our wrrltory with lhe 
help at tne NOAA *ateUite unages v.tvc:h depict burTir,g poinJ, (dstl 11 ave!l8bre 
through tNJERNF.r,: tht ,r,es - mainly ln 9atr"<!nna aroes {t/'ld Cerraao ~etrion) 
or in pssture8 sm:J agríCultuttJI lana, but pemaps ah.o in tome a.:atlft8d f'8lnlotNI 
arHS - ••••• in 1h11 montlt-ol JuJy 1-. ,no,,. numen,ue than ln Juty 1994. Tht1 
olhar mon/M d tf19 dry M&SOn ( JuM-Ocfober) romain«l withJn lho ()âtltHn 
obS9f\led prevóusfy. 

w~a thi1 a freak phenomenor, - assentlal!y reletsd to the seuonal bW'nillQ 
of p0$lures and crop-land (th_e tradmonal ptacbC6, d tndlaenoul Ofigln, Of 
·qucim&da"' b9IWêet'I cropt} - or v.ould tt c:orrespond to re!f rainforest 
doforestation, wructi is in sharp decune ainÇ(jl 1 W9? 

The ~ phenomenoM are dHfttr5nt e.nd different are tMJir t1t1viron1Mnta.l 
,mpacts. 

As a maH8r of tact. the ''qufifmarM" praciice 1tself h8s alao ~n on U"le 
decline. Tne datl!I for general vegetstlon !1rs3 in Br&121l during the dry HB50n for 
ths 1~1/1994 períod snew that they Gvolved from 467.012, in 1991, to 117 1go 
burrong points in 19~. E11en if, because IX the $urge ln uie month Of Juty, ths to(fJ 
of bUmmgs in 19i5 wm be hàgt1W lhan in 1994. H d wfll be lower ttian p~víous ,-,s llnd confotm to th(J lo~r P•ttem 9if1Ct'J 1~~1. 

LJ.sually, wnen there Is flre in the f)(Ímev1JI rainfore3t. li tnNns thst 
defore&fetión nas already t~n pl&clt, sina, MM kmd of 'lflfl«!tion Is normsfly too 
humld m bum. Notnlng authonzes,. nevertheless, to da1w the lnsl~nt conclusion 
rhat e s,ffge, in June-Ocfober 1995, of óig ~moke clows fn the skies of "Logs/ 
Amazoni8" t-orresponds to a oorrelet&d increaStJ in ovr rainforest defor&station 
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,~tEl. ih,s can tthtmVaJJy ~ relat&Cf. as tt ~l"li -- Qr'ld......, 11rt we1t1ng for the final 
acluil scientific &nd held data, as the dry seuon draW"S to its 1nd - to ir)C'(98S9<:i 
activtly m f){"(texistent croo or pasture land 

The ·~ue,mada' agri~ultural prsctic; or tn~ sav,mns mdiscn,nin;t1 fires. or 
nstur!I ot 11nlhropoge:11c cause, rnalnly produce! a lo! or aeroso's and p.art1cul&t8 
matter u resul!s ,n 1.:.~ cíouds that o11dmmeoly could temporarily c:ontnbuta to 
rGdiJCe - simllar1y to volc,m,c oruption cJoud& -· the gr~inholJse effe=t. ln fact they 
scem to twnporanly coo! IOCal env,ionment. CO' 1Jm1Ssion p,obab/y being ai 
secoodery 9ffect. to terms of tne eaue! budget of íts proaucuon. fh(()IJQh burni~, 
.antJ its uptak.e. by ao:::e/f1ratc<J !prouling of grasstn ana othtH' V99t,!atfon it1 the 
tropi~I cllmate. Thei cJ01Jd forming phenomenon wa, rM obj&et of 1tudy of the 
Smoke, Clouds snd RaáfatiOn - SCAR-B proje,r.,t undertaken joínUy by Sra.tilian 
and us sel&ntlsta during tho 1995 dry saeson, wilh 1hG heJp oi ~ 
equipment ftown by lhe ER-2 NASA aJrcnft (a 'toutln8 d h hfgh.flylng U·2 tpy• 
plane) and BruJJian aircraft and ground facílrtiss 

Ext&mive ralntoroet deforestat1on irnpl,es tne ~duttion of b1odrvel'8'ty, tht 
tocai atteration of tts eoosy~t1m1, IO&s of primeval cover. tt. produotian d WJtM 
amount of 00- by oeotw anrl lho ohong,~ng 1:1r n,e c11max pattem rif treê9, among 
"'' ,~r ,aetora. The re!stion of thi.s phenomenon lo tho ovara/1 but:Jget af CO' 
emission ano of its uptake by the Amazon,an rainforeet, ss MIi., b oontribuflon 
to ttw Jot'1 term aocumulatlon of greenhouse11as Jn thé atmoiph•r•. i8 currently 
bl!tlng mvestigsted by fore1gn and Brazilian acisrniatsi from lhe Center fOt We,;J:w 
Prediction and Climate Studlea - CPTEC ~ ,- ~ lnlfflla W 8pllot 
R6t9wcft - INPE. ont d lhe w,ry ftW lnetffutet ln #'te WJffd (S Of 4) YA,lch have 
lhe capabiUty to ~te elirMtic moóels. with th& help of aupercomputert ~ 
a~ulred trom Japan ln 1994. 

As it 19 Widoly knoVwn, the v.oole worid'1 trop4cal foreatt general 
aefora~üon contributlon to lhe ~Jon a1 ~ i1 astJmated to be of a fairíy 
smalf amount (Jn the ordEtr of 10%). in compariaon with other soureéS ~ 
anthropogenic greeoholise gae, 1n particular from the oV9f\'wtlelming and ever 
growino burning of fossi! íuel ln ttie Northem Hemisphere. 

To suweat that some ~ring Of the vasl Sra?ío·an ~rt,&n co~, •may 
oontribu~ to me threat of ~lobal warming· iS to ~ out thO -really CflJCial qUtJstiôn 
ot aba/iflg per capita ()ff':'(1nh0use gas Bm~s in lhe ott'ler Hemi$phtNe - ea the 
W:)r/d's rl:JCQss,on is now oyer - and meeting the Clímate Conv11ntion'e targetA and 
tímetables ror po1icie.s Wld mea,uras, for 1tlat matte,J 

AI fOr the role Of ralnfonNte a, Carbon •e,nks" - notwith,tandlng lho 
pr~ent ecientiftc uncerta,nties conoeming the ovarall process ot chmate ctiang& 
aod Cot cireulation •· lt can ufely be s.aid tllst worldwkJe l'()/ot9$/8/ion o, 
al'lo!fislSti()I) in t1ll areas eva.iJIJJw tor t OtJn only uptolco, ln nt1mtf/oaf mrms, 11 ~,;, 
small part of the preS9nt ena Mstorle8f emfs&ions ot CO' (we shouJd remember that 
the concentrafion Of greenhouae gas in the atmo&phere is a vr,ry tong tenn 
p,ocess of the order Of 100 -150 yeara). 
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E.xt~osiv~ ra1nfor&~t detorestation - a phenom~on 'Milch coes not cccur 11"1 
Braz,1 -- should be aea11 Mlh a, 'M!at lt raally 1s. e po1.enti~\ mer.ac:9 to b1od1ver~i\y. 
And lhe ·queim13Cfa" burn1nos shOuld be seen as .....ne1 triey .i: ..va,1~ were. & 
!.Cm<;Yt.iat prírnitive tradil.ioMI wsy tCJ cisar f1&lds bet....een crops presem 
everyv..t'\&rw around the world, 'M"'lose ~nefits may be quest,onacle in t~rms of 
rnooern cnteria 

INPE. ~,eh rnomtors general deforest-,11on through ~NOSAT end 
eventuelJy SPOT SP.itellitcs -- and vklo$0 da111 is now widely respeded, affjr yearA 
of "cloud& ond rnirrors• of m1s1nformation from abroed - as aocn es ii conc)udes by 
the ~d of thQ year ita ewaited and underway 1tudy on lhe Amuon for trie 1~ 
peried. will taCKle 1995. 

ln faço ot the recrudesoonce Q( firea, lhe Qovernment any,Nay mobilitod itl 
rorest services, v.hlch are befng provfded d&lftV "111 utetU. <*a, and ttarttCS 
lmrnediately to mvestigate these burnings ~r,d to take action aocortnrio,y. 1 fTHAt 
bs saíó that the present Adminrstrsoon ha~ not reverted nor has ttie intentíori Of 
~ the IMl1-u18 poflCiea lll Amai:onia whjch resulted, srxa 1i88, ln the 
Vflrm9Ó persistent and ~"f~p cloOffne at~ ~- 
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Dados de Fooo de Calor por ano 
Ferie: ltl.PEIPREVFOGQ 
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1994 
1995 
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H ENos 
Instituto Socioambiental 
João Paulo Capobianco 
Av. Higienópolis, No 901 Higienópolis 
01238-001 São Paulo SP 
Brasil 

environment and development service for ngo s 

Amsterdam, November 22, 1 995 

Dear Capobianco, 

We received the enclosed document from Brussels as a reaction on one of our questiona at the 
meeting in Brussels last September. 

For your information. 

Best regards, 

·· - ~- Tarnarã ·Mohr 
Both ENDS/coordinator Latin America 
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Damrak 28-30 
1 O 12 LJ Amsterdam 
The Netherlands 
Telephone: 31.20.6230823 
Telefax : 31.20.6208049 
E-mail : BOTHENDS@GN.APC.ORG 


