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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this article !} is to sketch a number of aspects of the culture of the
Indians on the Rio Tiqui¢, and of the Tuvuca in parricular, to oudine the ways in which
that culture has been influenced by the West—mainly through the missionaties—and to
deal briefly with some of the results of thar influence.

Tt is based on the literature relating to the region in question, which is scarce and of
very uneven quality, and on a field study underiaken in the summer of 1961, The nature |
of those literary sources and the fact that the ficld study was of necessity limited to two
months imposed 2 numbes of restricrions in the sense that it was impossible to make a :
thorough analysis of 2/ aspects—and the interrelationship of thosc aspzets—of the culiure
In question. I am decply aware of the facr that a tremendous amount of work will be !
required before it will be possible to make a real contribution 0 our knowledge regarding,
say, religious experience, or basic personality, for which reason 1 have not venrured on to
such ground. While collecting and processing the data I deliberately avoided all theorizing
that might contain evena few elements of speculation. This does not mean to say, of courss,
that T am in favour of avoiding everything in any way problematical.

3
1) The field study during which the data in this article were colleeted was possible thanks to the so
of the Netherlands Organisation for the Advancement of Pure Research, the Brasilian Goveran
the Royal Durch Geographical Association, T am further indebred o she Salesian mission at Uavpds for
the penerous assistance with which they provided s, in spite of the fact that 1 am nor a Cacolic,
It is not possihle to express my individual thanks to all those who helpeld me in one sy or znothes
LoGanvao,

during my stay in Draxb T would, however, make special mention of Mo B Kxoserns, Do
.

Mir, Dosrirovirc, Padre Juax, Tlenwgrn and Joss, . ) :
T'he transtation is by Mrs. Bo Wesrnonr-Has: the maps were prepared by Mo DA ] Rusa,
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vt a comparatively shor space of time and that would not be adversely afeee,

st sonnowhar pachy qualine of e Jieratere available: Thev are Jargely aspeats ,\?:;ri'*:;
1o sociil siruciere, coonomics and wechnology, ihers such as relicion and magic are
doals v as bricliv as 1 feel the circumstances allow,
Discussinn of Puropenn influence s almost entiredy restricied to the work of the
Roman Carhalic missions, which foom virtualle the onlv intermedian between the West
Pibe Indians in these vegions. T have gone into the history of the missions and the
.'::".i‘.'_itin-: of the missionarics in some detail in order 1o ]t.ﬂ.\c no doubt as to Ll“c 2y dn

Sch “ihe West” 1s introduced here

Aspicts oF Auvrochirnosous CULTuRE
The geweral settii

It goes without saying that the culture or culuures of Norih-West Biazil and East
Colambia were not entirely static before the arrival of the whites; migration and 1nter-
tribal acculturation also occurred prior to the establishmenr of contact with the YWest.
The hypotheses formulated by Novuennaji!) present the following picture of the
cultural processes at work through the vears. Roving tribes, the forefathers of the present-
day Mzl had long Bved here. Unfamiliar with the ares of pottery and weaving, and know-
ing nothing of agriculture and canocing, they lived by huniing and food gathering.

The arrival of other Indians was often an event of great significance.
The groups who arrived Jater already possessed fairly advanced techniques, as do
their descendanss today. They had mastered the art of pottery, knew how to grow and
scess manioc and built large mwafotas. They were divided into patrilineal, exoganous
cluns, buried their dead a second time in urns, which they placed in caves, and followed
the cult of Kowai-Yurupari. They lived on the banks of rivers and streams, unlike the
Makt, whose settlements were often far inJand, NivtExpaji places the areival of the
first of these groups at a date no carlier than the beginning of the Christian era. He dis-
unchoishes between various waves. The Arawak- -speaking tribes from the north) con-
+uting interalia of the Bard, the .\Ianao, the Daniwa and the Yauvaréed, had fann\:fd out
Cam their old centre on the upper Orinoco. Some Makd wibes undervent a con’np]ctc
v uss of acculturation, thus giving rise to other tribes, such as the Flohodene, Fhese
' despearers ©lso lived on the Uaupds, but were Jater forced out by the Tukano-
Cing people. Coom the west, whose culture NiuvnvpajC states to have been inferior
- of the Arwvaks, This dash led 0 2 mutual exchanze of culrure elemens, though it
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Mzp 1. South America. The area outlined in black is shown on Map 2.
is still possible to distinguish autochthonous characieristics, such as the large flutes and
the highly developed pottery amongst the Banivza, or the mask dances and the smzll
benches found amongst the Tukano. The influcnce of the Tukano still continues 1o spread
at the expensce of the Arawak-speaking groups.
Finally, Novwespaj ists the invasion of the Tariana, who had emigrared from the
dircction of the Rio Ayari and who still live on lio braks of the Vaupds. T places tioir
arrival at « date no carficr than the 18th century,
It would be outsil the scope of thisarnicls - Lomprany discussion on the accur.oy
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Map 2. \urth West Brazil with the adjomm" arcas of Colombia and Venezucla. The area outlined in bleck
is shown on Map 3. _
i
!

and that cultural exchange did and still docs take place between the various groups.
RIBEIRO, for one, points to the opportunitics presented here for the study of apcultu-
ration between more or less related groups.

So we should not lose sight of the fact that this is a2 question of cultural dnn'm in
tme and space und that any description of the situation before Europeans arrived on the
scene ol ers 1o no more than a given period. We may nevertheless speak of a considerable

Lo D hamorencity, even to the extent of there Lsing no ‘L reat ohjeciion 1o our refer-

L Gavin, to a coburearea, wi™ 5 he dubbod dhe “Rio Newro™ and which is
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Map 3. The tribes in the catchment area of the Rio Uaupés and the Rio Igana.

clearly distinguishable from other areas. I belicve 1 am justified in giving, as a first picture,
~ *summary used by Garvio to depict the culture or culeures in the region t).

“Tribes: Baniwa, Tariana (Arawak); Tukano, Desana, Kobewa and smaller groups
of the samc language group (Betoya); groups of Makd. Population estimated to be 3,500
Indians, Accolturation (in the linguistic sense as well) between Arawaks and Tukano
through their geographical proxmur}, trade and special industries. Arawak groups like
the Tariana become “Tukanized”. The Maki, perhaps the first inhabirants of the region,
were largely absorbed by one of the two main groups. Outside contacts vary from in-
cidental to permancnt. Part of the population is assimilated into the nco-Brazilian scrtle-
menis.

Afanioc is cultivated. Technology similar to that in the Guianas, with onlv slight
variations, Pottery highly developed and may be divided into two types: one black and
undecorated, the other red and white. Curare aad blowpipes used. Large, rectangular

D Gaivan, E. “Areas culturais indivenas do Brasil: 1900-19397, Bolesior o Muecn Porcivss Foelfis
a1 Nova Série, Antrop dovia Noo 5 1969, po 21 100 The figures he gives rc!.;!r oniv 1o e ndiang in
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154 ' P. VAN EMST

_ ome occastonally round—now largelv replaced by separate family huts of the
noo-Braziian wpe. Sctdements of from 20 to 50 people. At the beginning of this century
the n:felor cach housed o whole Jincage of some hundred individuals, FExogamous,
patrifinea] sibs. Religion based on an ancestor cult (Kobewa) and the worship of mytho-

Jogical heroes, the principal one of whom is Avawr, who may be equated with Yerupor/,

Infuenced by Christian ideas. Messianic movements. Moderate Shamanism. Use sacra)
futes and masks representing supernatural beings; both forbidden for women. Usc
juricd (piptadenia), ipady (coca) and AFaapi (avzhuasca) in addition to tobacco. Dead
formerly buried in urns; now in the settlements or in graveyards. Indications of enda-
cannibalism in the past (in the form of the ash from burnt bones miiNéd with chica)”.

The points of this Japidary summary which are open to criticism will be dealt with
Inter. Te suflices, however, as a sketch of the situation in the culture-area concerncd.

Of greater importance is the fact that we are obviously dealing with a culturc-aren
that may be regarded as an entity in its own right. This, of course, does not menn to say
that 2 cerrain culture clement found among a sub-group in this culture-area will Fnprriably
be present among all other sub-groups.

The following Table gives an idea of the principal tribes there. The population
figures, with the exception of those relating to the Kobewa and the Tuyuca, which were
calculated by Gonpyman ') and myself respectively, are based on estimates made by Ri-
eriro ), which to my knowledge are the best at present available. The Maka are not

included. The Table rclates to the situation between approximately 1940 and 1960.

FIGURE 1
Tribe Language gronp River on which Approxinate
tribe lives popitlation
Kobewa Tukano Uaupés, Querari’ 2,500
: and Cuduiari
Baniwa Arawak Jeana and Ayati 500 - 1,600
Desana Tukano Papuri and Tiquié ~ 100- 250
Tuyuca - Tukano Tiquié ' c. 370
(Ribeiro: 50 - 100) ‘
Pira Tapuya Tukano : 100 - 250
Diisca w: . Tekano - Uaupts, Tiquié
and Paporis ?
Barj Tukano Tiquié 250 - 500
Tariana Arawalk - Uaupés 500 - 1,000
Tukano

1 Gornneax, I “The Cubeo Indicns of the Northwest Amaznon”, Flivois Stndies in Antbropelezy No. 2,
Urlanng, 3943, p. 25,
potiiien, 1 Cultaras ¢ ivzaas bidionas do LreGil, Rio de Janeizo, 1957,
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‘the Jiterature displays linde unanimity on the question of the number and idemiay
. ¢ the wrihes in this region. There is general agreement on the existence of the groups
Loeed in the Table as independent and cJearly distinguishable unis. Fime and again,
eeever, we find that other groups atc mentioned by some authors, but not by aithers.
SOLLCIER ), for instance, refers to no fewer than sixteen 'J'ul;ancrspcnl;ing tribes, whom
~o meniions by name, but 1 discovered that some of them are nowhere 1o be found in the
--~izees e gives—or at any rate not under those names.

. It is often impossible to tell whether a writer or an informant 1s referring to wibes,
Cuh-tribes oreven sibs. And the confusion on the subject of names complicates things stijl

snher. The outside world of the whites usually employs names derived from the Lingo.
(zrafy the groups concerned have their own names for themselves, while practically
cvery tribe refers to this or that other tribe by vet another name. The following serves
as an example of the difliculiies encountered in this respect.

‘Nocn-Grinnerag states that the Tuyuca call themselves the Doxkafhuara. When
amonygst the Tuyuea T tried pronouncing this word in many different ways and wrote
it down for my interpreter, who was himself a Tuvuca, with the request that he read it
aloud. There was no reaction at afl. When, finally, I got him to ask them directly what they
call themselves, the question was gréeted with discreet laughter and they answered:
“The Tuyuca, of course!” A series of ficld studics, undertaking a Jittle at a time, 1s the only
means of clarifying this confused situation. It will undoubtedly then appear that the cultural
change has now progressed beyond the point where we might still hope to find the answer
to all sorts of 'questions regarding tribal and sib organization. -

I shall nevertheless attempt something of the sort with respect to the population
found along the Rio Tiqui¢, and the Tuyuca in particular. My information on the period
Jrior to the arrival of the whites, who in this case were the missionarics, is derived partly
frenm the literature and partly from personal observation. 1 had to rely, of course, on the

reminiscences of my oldest informants. Some of the most valuable data was secured just

over the border, in Colombia; since no missionarics are active there, time seems to have:

Laygred somewhat behind.

The people on the Rio Tiquié: tribal territories and langnages

We are concerned with the people, Tuyuca and others, who inhabit the upper regions
of the tver from the recently-established mission post of Fatima, situated rovghly halfoay
along the river, to the region at its source. The mission there estimates the population to
1_?0 somcthing in the vicinity of 1,700~~a somewhat liberal estimate, in my view—which
Buure incJudes 300 to 350 who live over the border in Colombia. As the nationad and the
mission borders coincide here, the latter are not subject to the direct influence of the priest

V) Marennx, M. na Gana, Tritor de odrea Amegivica, SPVEA, Belém, 1958, po 14

w .
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132 T. VAN EMST

The first toibes found upstream are the Desana and the Diwsea. The Ditsea zre also
reieried to as “real” Tukano. Members of these tribes live mtermingled with one another
Suich means thar 2 seulement _may consist of 1wo malofas—novw villages—one honsing a
e other a Ditsea ¢ group, or that the .F.”:?]Crfuh of both mav be scattered ndis-
criminzichy along the river.

The Tuvuca group lives upstream from the Diwsea and the Desana, while still ferdher,
at the source of the river, in a region criss-crossed by numerous small rivers, cresks Lnd
streams, the Bard have buile thois salodas.

i addition, representatives of other tribes, namcly, the Pllﬂl’lpu\"l the \h.l:uﬂpm'q
dic I¢hz, the Carapanam and the Micura, are found here and there. Together, they are
esiimaied to form Jess than 6%, of the total population. Therr numbers may have cither
increased or decreased in the course of the years, but at the present moment they are of no

significance as separnie groups. Te is not unlikely that they migrated from elsewhere, for
there has never been anything unusual about individuals settling with tribes other th:m
thaeir own.

Finally, mention should be made of the Makd. These hunters and food collectors
lcad a semi-nomadic existence and are seldom found on the banks of the great rivers,
cxcept as servants of the other groups.

To a certain extent, the Tiquié tribes cach have their own territory. This mesans that
on the whole one cncounters few, if any, Tuyuca outside their own area. The cribal
boundarics are, however, not clearly demarcated for all to know, which is apparent from
the face that the Ditsea and the Desana are intermingled. Nor is there any clear distinction

upstream berween the territory of the Ditsca and that of the Tuyuca. One finds a Ditsea

maleka, then o few Tuyuca, and then suddenly a combined Tuyuca-Datséa serrlement.

_ The Ditsea are said to have setded here several generations ago. Koci-GRUNBERG 1)
states that the Cabary-Igarapé js regarded as the “real, traditional boundary of the Tukaro
(i.c. Diisea) tesritory™ (i.c. upstream). But he also tells us that there is another Dirsen
scitlement further upstream. In any case, this “boundary” is now further up the river.
No such boundary can be located dox;—’nstrcmﬁ; Migration has at any rate taken place here

in the course of the years, even if we do not accept NivrENDAJE’s hypothesis word for

word. We can be more positive about the fact that in comparatively recent times the number
of inhabitants along the lower reaches of the river has gone up or down, or has even

. disappeared altogether, in proportion to the amount of pressure excreised by the whites.

This Is connected with increased or deereased patrol activities on the pare of the Porruguese
or Brazilian autheritics, with the activitics of rubber seckers, ete. {sec also p. 184). There is,
however, nothing to indicate thar the vagueness or absence of boundaries demarcating

) Nocr-Guilxnrne, Vi Zael Talve nuter der Fidiciern: Relsen in Nordwest-Brasilicn, 1903-1%05, Statt-
e, 310
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3 eerritorics might be the reands of pressure, or Jack of presure, on the part of the whiies.
. simply thae the members of any one tribe usually Jive in the same arca.

The Barid are probably the onlyv tribe who have no other tzibe in their territory and

o leave that territory only rarely. The reason why no-one ¢lse cares to join them is not -

o tind; food is very scarce there. T do not know why they choose to remain there
- esechves, This remark s not made in jest: fairdy large-seale migration ro regions where
.1 is mare abundant 1s nothing exceptional in any part of North-West Brazil.

Iach of these wribes has its own Janguage. Wit the sole exception of the Maky,

i -+ v all speak Janguages belonging to the Tukano group. The facr that these languages

—related, however~does not-mean that a person from one tribe can communicate wich
. person from another. Their grammatical, syntactic and lexicological resemblance to one
otier is of no importance in this respect. What concerns us most is the fact that the
=ndividual is elearly of the opinion that he belongs with his tribe and is continually finding,
oo orather, héaring,_conﬁrmﬂtion of that fact in the language. Their knowledge of other
binpuages is usually fairly extensive. Practically everyone on the Tiquié knows the language
¢ the Ditsen, the Jargest tribe, which is often referred to as simply “Tukano”. Tn addidion,
i 1w not unusual for at least one of the other languages to be spoken as well.

A notable phenomenon is the fact that the languzge is handed down through the
:uade hine. For the men always marry women from other tribes, which means that the wife
speaks a language different from that of her husband and his tribe. She is expected to
fearn his language and to bring up the children in it. There was no means of determining
to whai extent theory and practice tally on this point. In only 2 few instances, however,

:d 1scem that the children really did not understand their mother’s language.

The tribe as an exaganrons niit

As mentioned briefly in the foregoing, the function of the tribe as an exogamous
-units highly important, which is onc of the principal reasons why the term “tribe” should

tars

¢ used with caution, or only for want of a better one.

Marrizge is virilocal and descent is patrilineal. The women in a wa/sda or scrrlement
“ercfore always come from clsewhere. There are no fixed connubia berween certain tribes
o Lainpuage groups, though for obvious reasons the men usuallv seek a wife close ar hand.

“iere a Ditsea and a Desana maloka exist side by side, marriage berween neighbours
- Irequent. Intheory, a man may marry a woman from any tribe he chooses and some-
s, in {act, this means from a tribe living at a grear distance from his own. Fig. 2 shows
: L ongins of the wives of the relatives of 2 Ditsed man from Pari-Cachoceira, near the

Isiuea territory, Je is micrely intended to serve as an illustration.

T

tis notable that in spite of the mportance atiached o tribal exogamy, the groups
vriatinion of parsiers in marriages that are not very recent are {now} unknow

Tkt g
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FIGURE 2
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A sample of 31 Tuyuca men residing between Fatima and the Colombian border proved
to have married women from the following tribes:

Datsea i8 Desana 4 Micura 2
Bard 6 Cirio 1

I was unable to obtain any further data on the Cirio as a group or a tribe. If my
information was correct, the woman concerned probably came from a very small, very
distant group.

The rule of virJoeality is practically always observed. It happens occasionally that a
man goes to live permancendy or temporzrily with another tribe, but this need not mean

that he js married to a woman from that tribe. We are not dealing here with a form of
- uxorilocality. The phenomenon fits into the general framework of comparatively slight

tics with the surroundings on the part of both the individual and the nuclear family.
They have no hesitation about moving elscwhere, temporarily or evea permanendy.
The eribe thus functions largely as an exogamous and lingual unit.

The tribe as a nar group and ceremonial nnit

Little is known regarding the tribe as a fighting unit in intertribal wars. There is a
stercotype to the effect that the Tuyuca are warlike and the Bari peaceable. T wis unable,
hovever, to trace more than vne instance of war between the two groups. That hiust have
been round about the ‘thirtics. The fact that this onc clash is still remembered as a special
event is lﬂdIC:}.UUﬂ cnough that armed conflict berween the tribes is rare, _

Not much can be said about the tribe as a ceremonial or religious unit. The whole
neighbourhood gathers as a rule on ceremonial or festive occasions. Needless to say, 2
Jarge proportion of the men present on such occasions belong to the same tribe, bur there
Is never any question of the festivities being exclusively for the members of any onc tribe.
i can even happen tha the inhabitants of a Tuyucn malola organize rchigious ot other

PRERTIRY L
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g which, because of the locanon of the walsfa or for other reasons, the majority

¢ enests are Bard,

LExistence and non-cxcisteice of a sio-structure
i e gquestion of the existence of sibs and their significance in the social structure of
. Jhns of North-West Brazil, and of thosc on the Rio Tiquié in partcular, is a some-

contraversial one, Kocn-GrU~NnerG, wien he refers to them at all, does so in such
. terms that we are none the wiser. Frror gives a svstem featuring tribes and sibs
{ - odiina_certain hierarchical order which, he says, finds expression in the forms of o]

Thmoush he believes his data 10 be complcte with regard to the Indians of North-

-1 Birazil and the adjoining districts of Colombia, he makes no mention of either the

~uca or the Desana as a separate group. When he refers to the Barasano, he presumably

. the Bard ar the source of the Tiquié. As far as the region in question is concerned,

. his data on the Ditsea is of any value, though his information was obtained from

ie.-exinformants in the region of the Rio Papuris. He considers a certain hierarchical
:ture of the sibs to be of importance here as well. '

(is1va0 ') reports a similar hierarchy—though a much less distinct one, specially in
ent mes—amongst the Baniwa., GoLbaan ®) seates that the Kobewa have a clearly
eted sibestructure. The sibs are arranged in a certain hieratchical order, but he could
im0 evidence of the lower sibs being dominated by the higher ones. Older sources

-5 us nothing to go by. Personally, 1 found no evidence of a sibstructure amongst the
1+ :linon on-the Rio Tiquié, though this could perhaps be attributed to the comparative

( 2oy of my sojourn there.
- Oxcmight in any case state that sibs existed or exist among sowe groups in North-West
“rasil (The “sibs”, “clans” and “lineages™ referred to by various writers are obviously
~nvmous) But for some groups, including the Tuyuca, this is not certain, to put it

~#tenslys Tooeed be less cautious, T believe, in stating that a sib-structure that may once : ‘
ve esisted, or one that, though existent, is concealed, can obviously never havé been
*hEmporant part of the social structure. |

1he Ditsea, the Desana, the Tuyuca and, probably, the Bari all have a more or less
-l attitude towards their Aindred as far as murual assistance, etc. is concerned. ¢ 'may
Jienounced similar to the FEuropean concept of “family”. Since membership pf the

-

patrilineal and marriage virilocal it follows that a man will usually associare! more i
- with his patrilineal relatives. His mother's family, however, is by no mecans ne-

. 1
cad

vand s of special importance on his frequent visits to other districis.

Covpy

Lo, B op. cit., 1959, p. 42, : |

s L op. et Che 3. ]
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T weiloka aird its Inbalitanis

Before the influence of the whites made itself fele the Tndians on the Rio Tiquié lived
i Jong-houses, which were divided by simple means into & series of comparuments along
the Jenzth o the house—once for each nuclear familv. The word wa/sta is the usual term
ior such houses in Brazil. The number of occupants tended to vary somewhar. Nocn-

Grixisena M) repores findine anviehine from ten ro a2 hundred persons occupvine the same
i > o A £ TR ]

wateda on the Rio Tiguié and N1uresnaic ?) eives ficures for the number of maloka
! } & g

tr
&0

occupants i the setements on the Rio Uaupés in 1927, on the basis of which the avera

number of occupants can be estimated at 14.5, varving from a maximum of 58 to a mini--

ravm of 3. My estimate is that 30 to 40 persons would have been the usual number of

occupants of a Tuvuca wafska. The number of occupangs of a Tuyuca walofa stillt existent
m Colombia is given bere as an illustration.

Older mien , 4 (1)
Younger men 5
Women 8 (4- 1
Children over 8 years 8
Children under § years 6

31 (+2)

The figures in brackets relate to two married men. T was unable to discovesr whether
their 'prcscncc in the waleka was permanent or only temporary. Fach maloka usually
contains a number of persons who do not in fact belong there, while at the same time one
or two of the real residents may be absent for a time. In addition, the mwalsdas house
individuals who may or may not be closcly rclated to the families there and who slecp
outside the compartments. They will have joined a nuclear family for certain operations
or activitics, and although they are usually closely related to the family concerned, this is
not necessarily the case.

On the whole, the kinship criterion is of less importance to the occupants of the
malofa than that of locality. The male members of a maloka are, of course, usually related
to onc anothér. In principle they belong to the same tribe—an exogamous unit—and these
tribes are cornparatively small. Traditionally, the occupants of 2 Jong-house consist of a
father with his married sons and theit children, in other words 2 patrilocal extended family.
In practice, huwever, this pattern is scldom found intact; even after a few gencrations,
vhen death has taken its toll and some have moved away, the situation is often such
that many of the occupants have closer kinship ties with people in other houses than with

Y Roci-Getxenng, T, op. ct, p. 75,
BNt ong s ppn 160462,
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- neople in their own. T s significant in this respect that the present-day Dirsea cquiva-
" of the Portuguese famitia is ivka witkana, literally “those who Jive in the same housc”,
e, madvda. Morcover, the fission of malokas does not appear to follow any definiie ling,
cuch it should be added that information on this point is scarce. Tor instance, in an
renie case theee nudlear families from three different walsfas might join forees to found
cow wafola. On the other hand, in view of the custom of living in long-houses and the

.

Tocal marrage rale it 1§ not surpiising that married brothers are frequently found o

~vcupy the same malaka.

“AMarriave
S P I« T gi“\*cﬁ“.tﬁ'sist"c'f'—'cﬁc]mhgc and bilateral symmetric cross-cousin marriagce.
Any female relative can, if need be, be substituted for a “real” sister.

As we have scen, marriage is virilocal. I a man dies, his widow, if she is still voung,
can return to her father’s waloka. Her children, however, must remain in their father’s
“wnifuka, which usuvally means in practice that she remains with them. The man is in a
swxmewhat dependent position with regard to his father-in-law and is, for instance, not
Lkely to refuse any request for assistance made by the latter. This relationship is not such,

: however, as to justify any use of the term “bride-service”. The few vague indications of
. marriage payments having been made should in all probability not be interpreted -as a
formal bride-wealth. It is more likely to have been connected with the fulfilment of some
specific material wish expressed by the father-in-law which the son-in-law, considering
his traditional position, could scarcely have refused. !

- Leadership and stratification

, There is little or no social stratification among the Tuyuca and the surrounding
tribes, .
Sampalo ), writing in the second half of the 18th century, reported the existence of a
class structure among the Uaupé, a people that must once have lived on the river of the
' same name and to whom most writers refer only vaguely. The principal class, the “chiefs”,
were stated by him to have worn a pendant of white stone, an ornament which is stll
worn in some parts of the Upper Tiquié as the distinguishing mark of a frxana. He dis-
tinguished between “nobles” and “commoners”.
This is our sole information regarding the existence of a class structure in these
f“éiirjns, though the literature contains many references to chiefs, who are called frvena
in the Jiyzea geral. Counreau ®) provides us with a number of details on a #rauny who

.

) Risirno pr Saviearo, F. X., Diario de Viagen da Cepitinia do Rio \ggro No Adwwo de 17 ,-} e 1773,
Acadentia Real das Sciencias, Lisbon, 1825, pp. 113-14,

7") Couvnrrav, H. A, Ta Frare éguinoxiule. Vayage & trarers les Guyires et [ -lnnigoniz, V u] 11, Pans,
]i‘
W, p. 162,
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possessed absolute authority over the entire Tariana wribe around 1850, He staics else.
whore, however, thar the authority of the s is Jargely lusory. This view is also held
by Moci '), .

On the Tiquid there are indeed chiefs who extend their Jeadership of thelr ow:

sncindas o othen serdements by means of thelr personal presuige. Their authority, however,

is usualiv restricted to the regulation and co-ordination, whea necessary, of acuvities

£

aifvennyg e whole communiny. Thev can scarcelv be said to possess any real authoriny
over ndividuals, A chief normally participates in all the usual activities, even performing
those tasks often arvied out by the Makd. The extent to which he acts as the representative

of his group Is largely dependent on his personadiny. T have the impression that in the past,

LY

same.

In theory, the srvams 1s the oldest man in the walelze and he is succeeded by his son.
Jt will scarcely be necessary to add that these two principles are diflicult to combine in
practice. If his son is indeed his successor, the new zzxers will not as a rule be the oldest
man. I the favans is an old man, it can usnally be assumed that he is the brother of his :
predecessor who succeeded to the chicfrainship cither becanse the son was rejected or
because there was no son. Since the succession can go to the brother as well as to the son,
and in view of the fact that occasionally there is no successor at all, in which case the group
continucs without a tuxana, there Is no such thing as a genealogical group, 2 “tuxaua
family”, from which frvaras are always drawn. Such families, if they existed, could be

rcgardc'd as forming a ruling class.

Stratification and Jeadership are therefore not matrers of any special importance
to the Tuvuca or to such neighbouring tribes as the Ditsca, the Desana and the Bara,
apart from the occasional instance of a /mxana with pretensions.

7 They do, however, practice a form of slavery—better referred to, perhaps, as setf-
dom-—with regard to the Makd, a group whose culture is more or l¢ss similar to that of
the Indians discussed above, but whose language is completely different. They live far
from’ the great rivers, in settlements very difficult of access. Unlike the othér groups,
they have no canocs, although it scems that they can navigate the river if need be. The

- Tuyuca and other tribes regard them as inferior beings, only good for the performance of

the many tasks, usually of an unpleasant nature, which they choose to allot] to them.
Kocu-Grixerre ?) relates that the Dirsea were highly amused when he photo rraphed a
number of Makt while making a study of their language: “Es war den Tukand offenbar
so, als wenn ich Affen photographierte”. The same writer informs us that the Naka are

B Mocu, A B, YT papoli dellPUaupé e la famiglia ctnica Miranhd®™, Arcbiviy per 'AJ_'!:’!'O[H'»"G,:,”"-J ¢
Lo Prmsynia, Vels, 323334, 1903, pp- 166, 108, ' :
- Kor-Geiinea, T, op. du, p. 270,

-2




INDIANS AND MISSIONARIES ON THE RIO TIQUIE 159

w« seapegoats when anything goes wrong. 1f anvonce dies mysteriously the medicine

et< out to find the person responsible. The trail usuvally leads to a Maky, who is
oty Lilled. _

! one makes enquiries regarding the inhabitants of a settlement where there are
s well, no-one would dream of mentioning them a any more than It would occur to

EO 5,

.. o2 1o mention the local dogs. Small groups of them often settle in ramshackle hurs

¢t ssededa. They always keep to them selves and take no part in the life around them -
o~ ordered to perform some particuelar task. It is unlikely that individual Tuvuca owned l'
5 ndeal Maka in the pre-European period. It is more likely that the situation was then - -
~ronowadays, with every Tuyuca in a postion to give orders to any Makd he chnoses.
" o heard someonc in a malofa say how unfortunate it was that they “had” no Makd,
-caning that there were no Maki nearby who could be put to work.
Iy principle, these people are free to come and go as they please. Small-groups ot
+ vmotien seitle for a time in the neighbourhood of a waleka belonging to their overlords,
...... :ag which time they also return to their own homes for a few wecks. 1 do not propose
v pointo the question of why they continue to act as serfs. A number of writers state
et they are held in real slavery and cven refer to slave-trading. If this is indeed the case,
i believe that it must be a more recent phenomenon, which will be discussed presently.
e position of the Makd will be dealt with at greater length in a forthcoming ariicle.)

Religion, magic and the afterworld

As stated at the outset, this study does not pretend to be a full or detailed account of

¢« culture of the Tuyuca and the surrounding groups; its sole aim is to discuss a number

“1 avpects and problems relating to that culture. The Tuyucas’ conception of religion and
aic will now be dealt with very briefly.

Ia the realm of the supernatural, there are two—and perhaps more—culture heroes. |

Par

sttier, the ancestors have their role, as do also beings such 2s water and forest spirits
#+¢ claborate mythology is largely of an explanatory nature, describing the origins, ot
reanon™ of man, animals and things. Stories of the heroes and ancestors are also told.

1 - . -

Ihe principal rituals are nowadays referred to throughout the whole north-west

o of the Amazon as V) wrupari and Daducnri feasts 1), In the former, the central fizure
- te culture hero Yurupari, or Kowal. The main elements in this ritual are the initiation

.
T

¢ bavs, dances performed by figures wearing large masks fashioned from bark-cloth, i
© canusic of fong flutes and, of course, the use of stimulants or drugs. Generally speaking, ‘
v titual is cither w holly or pardy tabu for the non-initated, ie. the woman, to whom

bl ot R . .
Tettitenns are derived fromothe Livea Geral,
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he sighe of the Sures is forbidden. When not 1 vse, these flutes are kepr submerged 1n o
quict, ouf-ei-nie-way stream e '
Masked figures also feature in the [efmenrd feast, to which they add a religious touch.
Tiis rite has a greavdea of the ‘exchange ceremony” about . The inidative is apparenty
vy ke b\ a voung man, who fishes long enough to amass a good catch. Then, at a
ceriain moment, evervone gathers with freir, game, cte. for which the voung man mus
: —Fhre—eeremunr—is{ollowed—by afeastt Garvio ?) informs us tha
saceitaton 1s a fearure of the Duuszu feasts held by the Baniwa on the Rio Tcana. In
zdditton w0 the seeret flutes used in the Ywwpard ceremonics, there are other wind in-

o oy gregely Taisg [

----- sstraavenes;which e nsed TiaTdlic VArons Tices but which are obviousiv less sacred since
- diemare stored si-home in-the-vsualway——-— -
? - The small flutes that aze played by anyvone and everyone at any hour of the day or
' night are totallv devoid of any sort of sacred character.

Magic, in both the positive and the negative sence, is practised by everyone. A
certain category of men, the pajes?) (magicians or medicine men) are highly skilled
in the art of magic and they also acr as healers. In many way the pajes are the intelligentsia
of these regions; their influence is often very great, even though thev usually act behind
the scencs.

_ “Medicines”, materials or mixtures of one sort or another, are somerimes used in black
: magic. The “medicine” is used in such a way that the victim touches or swallows it, after
; which he becomes ill or even dies. If anyone dics under suspicious circumstances a effort
is made to trace the malefactor and, as mentioned carlier, it happens not infrequeatly that
the expert, the paje, lays the blame on one of the local Makid. When this is the case the

.~ dead person’s relatives can avenge him without incurring much danger to themsclves,

: ~-the tension is released and, above all, the paje has done what was expecfcd of him.
I was unable to discover whether there Is any connection between the manner of
death and the manner of burial. Preference is given to burying the dead under the )’//{.’/Jmﬂ,
L burial in urns should be regarded as prchlstorlc Graves are also sometimes ,dug in
arbitrarily chosen spots at some distance from the house.

It proved impossible to discover why one of twin babics was always killed at birth

Very Jittle thought, in cither a positive or a negative sense, is given to the dead or to
the question of the continued existence of their souls. They obviously have no fear in
this fcspcct, as is apparent from their custom of burying the dead vnder the house. Nor
arc they afraid of the dark: no-one hesitates to go out alone late at night.

o Y Vemanca MonTiaeo, M., “Cariama, Pubertétsritus der Tuceno-Indizner”, Leitschrift fur Lihuolygic,
Vol B3, Noo 1, 1960, pp. 37-38. :
j (_r't\;o K., op. cit, 1959, p. 49, See also Koch-Grianbery, op. cit., pp. 214, 314 and 342
Foma from the fin m( atl.




PIRE TS

INDIANS AND MISSIONARIES QN TI1L RIQ TIQUIE 161

Agriculture, fishing avd buiting

2 Tuveca and the surrounding tribes are agricultarists and, to a lesser extent,
coen. They delight in ]mnti;li_; and 1n tales of hunting adventures, though the game
ot with their blowpipes and their bows and arrows forms only a small part of the
oo, The meat is sometimes smoked and can then be kepr for weeks or even
-+t The Tuvuca keep a few dogs and chickens as domestic animals. One frequently
csme birds, especially parrots, in and around the serdements. Their feathers are used

IS,

Plere, as in-so many parts of South America, the principal food crop is nunioc

ot uddlissima). The method of cultivation and the way in which manioc meal and
-~ are made are the same as in other parts of the Amazon basin and have been descri-
“eorolten as to require no detailed treatment here.

| i slash-and-butn technique is employed for the cultivation of this crop. The me
Lo omcleda usually work together in clearing and burning off a stretch of primarny or

condary forest. All other work Is done by the women. New ficlds are cleared in June

¢ fuly and are burnt ofl in August wherever possible. These three months are the period

- which there s Jeast rain in this region of otherwise heavy rainfall. Planting is begun
-end Seprember or October and continued throughour the following months, thus
= unng a suflicient quantity of tubers for harvesting. The time required for ripening
--ties according to the quality of the soil, the necd for food (crops are sometimes har-
o ted before they are fully ripe) and the use to which the manioc is to be put. For manioc
: <o, for instance, tubers that have beea in the ground for some 6 or 7 months aze prefer-
o while a period of anything up to a year is allowed when manioc meal is to be the
wnal product,

A roga (the term commonly used in Brazil to denote a clearing in the forest) can be
- «d, according to the population, only once or twice, depending on the quality of the soil.
Dahinge . ) -
PAningInto account the fact that plantng goes on as long as possible and that the crop

ot - - - . f
~¢avear or longer to ripen, that period amounts to anything between one and four

“e<tn leshould also be borne in mind that as 2 general rule the quality of the soll deterior-
-+ thie closer one approaches to the source of the Rio Tiquié and thar the ficlds in ad-
Ceiaraas are somctimes vastly superior. The lateer, of course, remain feedle jmuch
- er. The people themselves claim to be able to assess the fertilioy of a picce of lapd by

* «dour and the nature of the soil and the wild shoors grawing there, Whilst travelling

IR T

i the older men in particular take special note of the nature of the soil with an

TC b . Lt ey . - -
¥ 1o the possibility of clearing new felds in the future.

Reference s '
clerence has already been made to the fact that borders betveen tribal arcas are

Tt vaeu . - _
, YAsue or complerely non-existent. Anything in the nature of generaliv

4 - .
7RImon can scaeecly be soid o exdst, New il ls ane o
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Bome, even i only for pracieal reasons. The general view Is that there is enougl

i opinion whien is probaly correct in these sparsely populated reginns—and that
e s us 0o need 1o ger in ane another’s wav.

E*.-c seafeda useally functions asd unicin clearing new seciions, though separate fqml}‘.

.

T are occastonaliy found as widl Consequendy, it is usual o find one large manioc

]
per andode, somirimes with the addition of smaller fields close by, The Jarge field is

covided mmo plots, one for exch nuclear family, which are worked by the women. Tubers

n e

e arvested each dave As regards the ownesship of such plots, the yedd is the main thing

' _tfuz'; e less concerned with the possession of exclusive richis to aifer and work the

'dml xmp& of land. The women frequently go off to the field in groups to help one
——.a:m;;zur and to keep one another company, but the yield from each plot is kept carcfully
L apart :
The fuvar: often regulates the division of a latge roge into family plots. The size
of the individual plots varics according to the size of the nuclear family, the number of

nuclear families in the walol, the ferdlity of the soil and, often, chance factors. The latter
might he, for instuice, that the work of clearing a ficld continues to the point where

xome sort of barrier—a river, a hill, etc.—is reached. A ro7 is never fully planted; some
i strips will have been harvested while others still have to be sown. To give some idea of
the average size of a family plot, those that T was ablc to check -personally varied from
approximately 9,700 sq. ft. to 52,700 sq. ft.

Fish is important as a soutce of protein, though on the whole the catch is compara-

tively small since the Tuyuca live along the upper reaches of the Rio Tiquié, where only

small fish arc found. The Bard are even worse off in this respect. Much of the fishing is
{‘ e w ith hook and line from a canoc in the vicinity of the weloka. There is no means of
driscovering whether this method is autochthonous. At any rate the earliest reposts speak

of t: use of hooks in fishing and the people themselves take it for granted that they have
Baays been used. Further, 2 type of trap is placed in position in suitable spots, preferably
“here the current is strong. Another method is to dam up 2 small creck and throw in a
:oison which stuns the fish and ensures an casy catch. In addition, fairly big weirs are sct

i

:

- With the exception of the poisoning method, which requires a number of people, the

U deep, quict water and, finally, fish are also caught with the bow and arrow.

wrious types of fishing described here are activities for the individual. Fishing rights cyist
: - the sense that others do not as a rule fish in the place where someone is known to jset
trups. It is also possible to fish Further away from home—which, for the Tuyuca,
=ns downstream. Group fishing expeditions are organized and somerimes last scveral
-5, Similar expeditions are also undertaken by individual familics, who usually spend
i their canocs which, being fair}yl:u';;c, are suited to the purpose, and camp sshore
shelters made of palmy leaves. ,
of thiv s« Twine the pfm' civants o the neiahibourhond ol orter
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_ . Horefavgons between the Luier and that of the fishing party are good then no
----- n]ms occur. There are also long siretchies of the river which, being uninhabired,
- remarded as ware fhrae. Both the fish canght on these Jong trips and the game killed

sassing, as it were, are smoked and taken home.

subsidiary crops such as vegetables and fruie are by no.means a major part of the
~ple diet. The one exception is the Spanish pepper (capsicum) which is grown near the

L

e Yfi////f/mff.r aiid narcofics )

“Fhe 1mpmt:mt crops—onces that are certainly important to the lu1 uca themselves—
are those that are converted into stimulants and narcotics. A grear deal of time is spent
o both the production and the consumption of these products.

To begin with, there is £ashiri. Since the main ingredient is fcrmr.ntui manioc, no
ther crop has to be specially cultivated for the purpose. Koshird or similar products aic
found in many parts of South America. The usual method of preparation is to mix small

.m'cccs of roasted manioc cake in a wooden trough with water, afrer which finelvchewed

jeces of manioc cake are added. The substance is wrapped in banana leaves and left for
several days to ferment before being pressed through a sicve together with more water.

Fhe end product is a mildly aleoholic drink bearing some resemblance to beer. The

Tuyuca and other tribes add taro—which is specially grown for the purposc—to their
£ ashird, Orx the brew is sometimes mixed with sugar cane syrup. Tt is unlikely that sugar
canc is native to these regions. (The mills in which the cane is crushed are definitely
iost-Columbian.) Keehir is diunk in huge quantities on every possible oceasion and it is
suc™ an essential ingredient of the dance feasts held fairly tegularly that it is customary
saply to speak of “holding a kashiri”.

The daily consumption of cacs (erythroxylon coca), known. locallv as padi, i1s very
Rizh as far as practically all of the men are concerned. The shrubs grow wild, but the

Indians also grow them between the manioc or near the mwaloka. The small cocs planations -

<ke an extremely neat impression and are well cared for. The men tend them themselves
..'n] also gather leaves from the coca bushes growing wild in the jungle. The Jeaves are
placed in a large earthenware pot and roasted over a fire, during which time they are

“tirred constantly with a rough type of wooden Jadle. Then a great pile of leaves (which

fow wild in the juhigle but which 1 was unable to identify) are burned with complete
eard of any danger of the maloka being set alight as well. The ash thus obmined and

N
g

¢ roasted eoca leaves are ground together in a pestle and then taansferred 10 a large
ooden C)lmdu in which a stick wrapped in cloth or bark is moved back znd forth for
teansiderable length of tme. The final product is a fine, green powder which they chew

#ioser they fu,l the need for it A number of men take it in turn to perfo= the varjous
Peesdvid in e prepors o of pediand cochoman ton cots his shine, B T SN

Yoo



;
1
i

: ' 1 o VAN DNST

st A i.lku p*rr I those activines. Vo least ovo of the male inhabitants of a sl
corcepiod i this vy overy evenineg. The amount of podd consuned s by no means
:.L;'}i'j‘fi?iu. A nomber of resey <howed thas the dailv average for each man 1s at least half o
. Opintons :L‘"Hd ne the civets of this ceer powder are somewhar divided. Some cluim
:f:_u it is mierel o harmless Juxury" other recommend it as a stumulant against tiredness
and one is also told thao it is ideal as a means of suppressing huneer when food is scarce,
Y men exhibic the same care in the growing of tobaceo as in the cultivation of coca,
The plots are weeded assiduocusly, the plants 2 ¢ properiy spaced out and each youny plant

is screened from strong sunlight. Pmccsx'm” the large tobacco leaves is fairly simple,

consisting solely of drying them and, sometimes, allowing them ro ferment. The tobaceo is
—~abinto-Jarge cigars, which are smoked only by the men. After the evesing meal thic
nen in the walsfa sit together in a circle and pass around the cigar for that evening.
‘therse are indications of 2 fixed order of precedence for passing on the cigar amonyst
the Baniwa 1) and the Dirsea. [ found no evidence of anything of the sort amongst the
Fuvuca. Women never smoke, nor do the men 5moLc during the day. Padii, on the other
hand, they chew 2ll day long.

Finally, cayaps should be mentioned in this context. A bev crage that is prepared and
drunk only by the men, it is made from the roots, stems and leaves of the shrub baa/sicriop-

§i5 caapi, which are pounded, washed and squeczed out. Tt is then pressed through a sieve

into a special cayapi pot and is ready for consumption. Unlike other earthenware utensils,
these pots are always decorated, usually with a tendril-dike design traced in some sort of

dye. Each walska usually possesses only one such pot. They are never cleansed. Cayaps

is consumed in -small quantitics at both sccular and seligious feasts and ceremonies,
causing loss of consciousness and hallucinations. ?
Salt, or at Jeast a substitute for it, is obtained from a green weed found on the smooth
i\\ ks of the rapids and waterfalls of the Rio Tiquié at Caruru, and perhaps other places
es well. Caruru, which has taken its name from the weed, has long been visited both for
1ts “salt” and for the game that goes there in the evening to drink and Jick the salty stones,
as is evidenced by the many engravings left on the rocks and stones and by the deep
grooves worn by the canocs-that for generations have been dragged past the waterﬁi}lé.

Daily activitivs

Day-to-day life in the walska is generally peaceful and uneventful. Anvone fecljng

rurge to act exuberantly s expected to control this feeling until it is time for the next
ast. Any artempt 1o attract special attention is simply ignored. There is very littie prn' cy
: 2 walula and the general idea is to bother one another as litdle as possible.

'y Garvioe, T, op. cit, 1939, p. 22,
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b oes without saying that the Indians do not Tive by the cock. Before sunvise,
v Jlaamn w Gaim, people set up here and there o stast stoking the fires and
Coaring the breakfasy, which usually consists of manioc cake jeflt over from the da
;‘-;;}lnrc_ Gradually more and maore people feave their hammocks, Since they cannnt be
1o he over-fond of soap and witier, washing takes Liuale, if any, of their time. Ther
~iten breakfast together, but on the other hand nn-one objects if someone prefers 1o e
bis 75 alone. The men sit together and are served by the women, who cat later. Tt is 2l
v orv informal. Those who have fnished get up and go off to work, or lounge around for a
time, just as they Jike. At this, as ar other light meals, it is vsual for each man to cat wha
;= wife sets before him, though this is not insisted upon. Guests can alwavs be sure of a
~Z1! from this onc or that onc and anvone short of food will be fed elsewhere. T will
’:u\'c become light in the meantime. The waloka is_tidied a litile and gradually the women
so ofl 1o the ficlds, taking the very small children with them. One or other of the older
women may stay.at home to look after the other children. The bigger children up to the
age of thirteen or fourteen do just as they like. The somewhat older oncs he' p their
parents. Obviously, no pressure is brought to bear on them in this respect. The men go
o cither singly or in groups to fish, look for padi, tend their tobacco plants, carry out
repairs to the waleka, plait or hunt, depending on the weather. Many people return or are

still in the malofa about midday, when another light meal is often eaten. The majority of-

the women do not return with the day’s harvest until about 3 or 4 p.m., when they embark
on the most unpleasant task of the day—preparing the manjoc. This takes some two hours
in all. They rake it in turn to cook their large manioc cakes, or bijms, on the communal
“stove”. Most walokas possess at least one such stove. A semicircular clay structure built

to hold their huge, flat pans, it is one of the comparatively few things intended for common .

se. Othiers are the mill for crushing sugar cane and, although not always, the wooden
C}Iindcz(s) used in the preparation of padi. The large wooden signal drums sometimes
-present also form part of this category. It is very difficulr to determine the individual
ownership of these articles, something which is definitely not the case as regards everything
cIse, even though they borrow and lend freely.

The cvening meal, consisting of bifr, manioc gruel and ﬁsh with the occasional addi-
tion of meat and some sort of vegetable, is somewhat more formal than the other meals.
Exvervone sits together; the men eat first, and the women afterwards.

By now it will be dark, and here and there small fires are lighted at spots chosen at
random in the open part of the smalska for the preparation of padi. The smaller children
wander off in search of 2 hammock—their own or somcone else’s. If the fires do nor give
crouyh light, a resin torch is Jighted and aflixed to a post used specrllh' for this purposc.

Scattered gr oups of men and boys will be playing their flutes, or arpus, and if an aniro-
pologist happens to be present they are quite ready to stage a small concert for his benefit
The full orchestra, which always consists of eihgt plavers, will then be assembled.

ok i
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¢ »n the spot, after which it is dragged back to the settlement to be further hollowed out

A
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N and then g man will sather up his fishing line or his bow and arrows.and o o
o Bont or s

Vet ailme the main door is Jocked, The tame parrows and other birds thac ave aluae.
~art of e househiold are placed on their perches among the rafters widh the aid of a b -
stick and the men, fnding that dhe dav’s work s now done, sit.together and pass aroun.!

o ol thedr long eizars, Round about § or 9 o’clock evervone goes off to his hammoch,

Handicrafts
The crafis pracised by the Tuvues and surrounding groups are characterised on the
vhole by sound workmanship and a careful choice of materials. This also applies in
zeneral o the construction of the walodas, or at any rate the most important parts of them.
The wood for the posts and beams s sclected with cave and it is nothing unusual for lons
journers 1o be made to fetch the right type of palm leaves for thatching the roof. They
are Jess particular abour the interior of their houses, the pardtions between the compari-
ments being mostly nothing more than screens woven quickly and carclessly. The main-
tenance of the house is largely dependent on the chief’s views on the matter. In some cases
very Jinde is done, whercupon the waloka soon takes on a dilapidated appearance in spitc
of the care originally bestowed on its construction. If a house is to remain in good condi-
tion all sorts of repairs and adjustments will have to be made even after the first year.
Their canoes are of the type found throughout the whole of the Rio Negro region.
The smallest are just big enough for onc person; the Jargest can accommodate twelve or
more. Thev arc of the dugout type. Since the Indians subscribe to the view that the forest
and cverything in it is available to all, there is no question of reserving a good “canoc
tree” in advance. Once the right tree is found it is felled and chopped roughly into shape

with axcs and adzes. The art is to get the sides as thin as possible. The pointed prow and
stern arc tightly bound ar an carly stage to prevent the canoe splitting open before it is
ready, a rcal danger at the stage when fire is used. Small fires arc built in the canoc to
facilitate its excavation, but the principal use of fire occurs in the final stage, when it Is
used to curve the sides outward. This is a process whereby the canoe is placed on a scaffold’
ing constructed over a charcoal fire and turned around at regular intervals, The cavity
grows steadily wider with the aid of wooden pegs. The result is a boat which is not only
blackencd with fire and smoke and, somctimes, cncrusted as wcll, but also much wider in
diameter than the trec from which it was made. Canoe-making is exclusively men’s work
and ti:c builder, who is often helped by friends or relatives, is the sole proprictor. They
Jund their boats freely to one another, usually without expecting any favour in return.

miotable in this respect that the owner’s wife is always eonsulted when there is any

woof cechunging or selling the boat,

4
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onrh every man is presumed to know how to build a canoe some are specially
R [}.:c art. They make more canoes than they nced for themselves, exchanging
.« hammocks, henches, ete. A comparatively large number of the Tuyuea are canoe
o and teadivion has e that 'l'u‘\‘um boats are superior to all others. Thev are complered
ceising )y short time, The men do not as a rule work at thelr boais continuously,
R working davs are required for the manufacture of a large canoc for five
ersons, while a small beat can be completed ina little as three or four days. Barring
o ;\icm, the boats remain serviceable for six years or so, after which they are vsed as a
- nhice for Lashiri, Special bins or troughs arc also made for this purpose.
sonust the articles fashioned from wood, reference may also be made to the large
ke '_'T-i:;s uscd in the preparation of padi and to a specific type of small benchs Making the
~hin ovlinders requires so much time and skill that most zalskas possess onlv one or i
I he henches are mentioned here because they are made only by the Ditsea. Seme
- orea hench-makers practise their craft in the settiements of other tribes. They attach
rock to dines which they hang in the river to ensure that the wood is thoroughly soaked.
Mitinge is another art practised exclusively by the men, who make a wide assortment
© oL, sieves, £ipitis, nets, fish-traps and other articles. They always have some plece
g u.—'.l. on hand to take up in a spare moment. Using fibres of diffcrent colours, they often
. wcavevery attractive geometrie figures into thejir work. The women make the hammocks,
~ ol work bears a closer resemblance to knitting than to weaving. Hammocks arc used
o n-zlr to sleep in, but also to relax in dusing the day. Here the question of personal
Liv dues not loom very large; on several occasions 1 returned to a waloka to find one
.t srore not over-clean Indians comfortably installed in my hammock. They usc theix
srocks until they are completely threadbare, replacing them only when they are too
t ot holes to be serviceable any longer. The women also make all the pottery, which in- :
" ¢ repions is black and practically always undecorated, in contrast to that found on
T 'n lgqm w hcrc th::) pamt thcu: pots qnd plattc&:s 1\11\ thmg like an e\ch'uwc of

Calbthe women in the area. Lumps of this reddish clay are brought to thc /fm‘[&.-;.z-, where
¢ are cleansed and kneaded by hand. The women usually work in groups so they can :
#7r one another’s company when'there is not much to be donc in the ficlds. The potrer’s g
- 'tl v unknown, Strips of Cl’l} are rolled by hand, attached to a clay base and- smoothed ‘ |
e ith 1 wooden spatula. Shaping a medium-sized pot (something in the order of 307
+and 16" in diameter) takes an average of six hours. The work tempo of the women
“vd varied considerably. The newly-made pot or platter is dried and then fred
i * " #he beside an open fire. The pottery is of all shapes and sizes. Perhaps the porters’
timpressive achievement are the large platters which are best described asan enormous,

Veless fr\mgj -pan and which are used for the prepararion of manioc cakes. They

T cften A8 or more in diameter. The poteery is fady hard and bricde.
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Chahing s scanry, concistinge for the most part of hnmmw more than a leinclo:,
)

o Gostrins, of hark-cloth (from the sterculia 5p.), to which a long frone strip s add

RS

o fosiive eccasions, Personal omamenis ave also worn, pardiculardy on special oceasion
e inclede vanes s popes of feaier headdresses, bracelews and earrings, o name jusy
fov A ocoament valued dwoushout the whole of the Rio Negro is 2 quanes cvlinder,

poesloraed rom end e end, tie wearing of which is a prerogative of the fevurer Boh

e i vomen paing therr hodies, and more especiallv their faces, with blue-black 2 ..m
! ’ }

red Jves on special oceasions and, in addition, whenever they feel like jt. The dve wears

end oaner a few davs.

\\."-1"«'. being very Infrequent, war weapons are practically unknown. The round,

roore than hunting, Fiest of all, there is the bow and arrow. The bow i ;c quc froma lw:d

wwpe of wood called por darca (bow wood) by the Biaziliins for this reason and which is
smoothly concave in seciion. The average length is 5 ft. Most men own only a few arrows
at a tme, Roughly the same length as the bow, thev are fashioned without feathers. The
poinr has been of 1ron for as long as anyone can remember and is furnished with one barb,
I noaced that these Indian archers use the “primitive release”, i.e. the arrow and the string
are held berween the thumb and the index or third finger. Reference might be made here
to an Interestng photo of an archer in Brocca’s publication ). The photo, taken on the
same river,' shows the “primary rclease”, whereby the arrow is held with the index and
third fingers, which are placed in front of the string. Biocca also informs us that the point
of the arrow is poisoned with curare. T was unable to obtain any confirmation of this
though there is no doubt of the fact that the small darts used with the long blowpipes,
are poisoncd. Use of the blowpipe is certainly not restricted to the Rio Tiqui¢ regions
but I was interested to leasn that the Tuyuca and the Bara (or Ditsea) obtain their supplies,
of curare from the Makd. The main active ingredient of curare comes from plants of the

O gCnus strychis ®).

Finally, spears are also included amongst the \chpons

Although it would be an exaggeration to claim that intensive trading activities were
alrcady carried out along the Rio Tiquié, the Uaupés and the Rio Negro centurics ago,
goods have always been transported up and down these rivers. For instance, as stated in
the foregoing, the Tuyuca mayv be said to specialize in the making of canoes, which they
trade with other tribes for hammocks, stone axes, manioc graters, ctc. The manioc graters
are, in turn, 2 speciality of the Baniwa and, perhaps, of the Tardana, while the construction
of smell benches—at any rate on the Tiquié—is the special province of the Dirsea. Like
everywhere else in the Amazon basin, curare is an important article of trade.

') Biocea, E., “Pesquisas sdbre o metodo de preparagao do curare pelos Indios™, Rerista ds Masen
DParlizte, Veol, VIH Nova Série, 1954, p. 212,
2} Brocca goes 1o this in cr)'n'dua.;lc detail,

plaired shicld is an exception. The weapons they have are scarcely ever used for anvthing
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{ie tribal exogamy referred 1o above iz one of the reasons why journeys are under
ad connict is maintained with more or less distant tribes, while a favourable
qistance in s rcsapcm is the fact thar there have never been any objections to oursiders
e through one's territoryethat is, as far as there Is any question of specific teoritorices

Csiny o specing tribes.

II. THE ARRIVAL OF THE EUROPEANS

———am e

[ will hardlv he necessary to say that any aceount, no maiter how general, of the
il of the whites in the Rio Negro, Rio Uaupés and Rio Tiquié regions must necessarily

TIihwa

Lo quite a tor unexplained. We are particularly in the dark regarding the activitics of
L7+ rraders and rubber tappers, about whom the literature tells ns nexr to nothing. More-

Jr, 100s extrentely difhicnlt o discover anvihing of the Jufensify of the contact with the

i dun population as a whole. As will shortly be apparent, we are more fully-informed as
~ards missionary activities and the rest of this arcicle will largely be devored to an artempt

i deseribe their nfluence in these regions 1),

The Rio Negro and Uaupés regions did not long remain ferra fucggiuita, in the literal
wense of the word, after the discovery of Brazil. The Uaupés River is mentioned in the
sceounts of the expeditions of MerniAn PEkEz DE QuEsapa in 1330 anl " P vox
ighty

Pererx in 1541, in which reference is also made, albeit it somewinat +
peaple called the Uaupé of whom no trace now remains.

Jusuits are said to have been living near Taruma, on the Rio Negro, 1n 1657 W
thev stayed until 1661, The Carmelites arrived shortly afterwards and established a numb;,r
of mission posts on the upper Rio Negro in 1695,

Ilven allowing for the inadequacy of the data, it is quite clear that up to about 1750
thie number of whites in the territory, both missionaries and others, was very small and

Q tireir activities did not amount to much. The situation changed when the Canal Cassiquiare

was discovered.

The Cassiquiare links the Orinoco with the Rio Negro and therefore with the Amazon.
It would probably be claiming too much to speak of a flourishing trade berween Venezuela
and Brazil at that dme, but what there was followed this routc, which was suflicient
reason for the Porreguese to decide to pay greater attention to the region around the upper
Riny Negro. Fort Sza Gabriel, the presentédn\' Uaupés, dates from thar period. The soldicrs
were there to guzrd against Spanish penetration from the west and north-west and o

viercise some sort of supervision over the surroundmw Indians.  Whether the Indians
-1
chafed under that supervision, or whether their behaviour made it necessasy inlthe first

l - - -

) Apart from thi: coliected on the spot, the data for this section were derived principally from Car-
varuo, Covorear, Grovio (1959, Giacone, Gonovax, Koon-Gri'ssrsc, Kox, Moo, \L MUANDAJU
and von Marrius, and from the ianlLt Pelv Rio Mar,

It Apely, 1 theogr, L N
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elocy, i is diticele towll; dhe fact yemains that the population, Le. the Manao tribes,

roze-several tines inorevolt, Misstonary activine was very slight, or may even have been
einiizely abrent in this periods At any rare Da Savrao, who travelled along the Ununds
and the Teana m 1774 and 1775 mpakes Intle refcrence to them, apart from what is reaily

an ancedote aboui (wo squabbling pricsts. Only in the Jast decade of the 18th century
is there arain nwention of the founding of a number of mission scitlements. As they had

dene earlier clsevhiere, the missionaries tried to gather the Indians into sizeable villages

ket e b s 1

cxgme g eessble “Lhusowe hearof Sdo Joaquim, a village that is sull in existence but which
novs functions only as a sort of feast cenrre, Panord and Yavarate, which was probably
the farerunner of the preseat-day mission post of Yauarété. A certain Maxver pe Gara
o T AT who arrived in 1748, $said 1o have played a major part in these develop-

LR E R N m e —
—_

So more and more Portuguese—or at any rate Europeans gmdually appeated on
the scene. This probably accounts for Srix’s comment ') that some tribes, including the
Baré and the Manao, were practically extinet by 1800.

Missionarics continued to come and go. There are various instances of priests—all
of them Carmdlites—arriving to find the work of their predecessors in ruins and succeeding
after a short time in founding large villages, after which, for one reason or another, they
again vanished from the scene. Jost pos Santos INGceNTES is such an example.

The reaspn is clear enough in the case of Father Grrcorto, who established himself
halfway along the Uaupés in 1852. He got himself into difficulties with a certain JEsuino
Corpriro, who was “Director of Indians’ and who, with military assisrance, was also
active in founding villages. GrEGor10 had to acknowledge defeat and left for Manaos
in 1854. His advessary went on with his work and even managed to get as far as Yuru-
pari-Cachocira. After a time, however, he saw that his villages melted away almost as fast

¢~ they were built,

" The fist reports of messianic movements date from this time. Movements of this
sort, which arc generally led by Indians claiming to be the Nessiah, do not occur in areas
such as the upper Rio Tiquié¢, where therc has been no real contact with whites, either

ussionaries or others; nor are they found in the few European centres like Uaupés,
the former Sio Gabricl. ¥

The carliest record of a Messiah goes back to the Rio Igana around 1850. The Ichrson

concerned is reputed to have been a certain Vexaxcio, a Baniwa Indian from Coldmbia.

According to Kocu-Grixnere an Indian from Venezucla was active in that akea at

the same time. Perhaps it is one and the same figure. Next, we hear of 2 man called Ant-
28110 2round 1875, Koci-Grinprre met him when he was 2 “Messiah dn retirement”.

D vox Mawties, C. V. P, Beitrize qur Elbnagraphie nud Sprachentomde Aseritias znmal Brasiliens, Leipzig,
e e, 179 :
, 1179,
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And in 1880 another movement grew up on the central Uaupds around the ficure of
vVicesTr Cinrisro.

‘These movements took the form of mass gatherings at which the believers dunced
sround a cross and large-scale baptism ceremonics were organised. An account of a more
recent messiah will be given presendy.

Onc is greatly tempted to correlare such outbursts with waxing or waning missionary
activity, but it is likely that the information we have covers only some of them while,
moreover, we know too little about the activities of non-missionaries, who could equalls
well have plaved a role here.

With regard to the latter, the only thing we know for certain is that they made their

“ presence felt. Soldiers, traders and dealers in forest products 2! regarded the Indian as

their natural enemy. The whole of the Amazon region began to attract aitention in the
sccond half of the 19¢h century as a source of wild rubber and, to a lesser degree, of other
forest products. Though the upper Rio Négro area was never onc of the “great’” rubber

regions, the influx of whites must nevertheless have been noticeable there as well, It ]-ms
been occupied ever since by three main population groups the Indians, the missionaries
and the other whites—the rubber rtappers and the traders.

The role of the authorities remained largely restricted to the administration of one
or two small European scttlements and the organization of military expeditions. The
Indians were usually the sufferers. The traders, to generalize for 2 moment, were out to
exploit them while the missionaries attempted, with varying degrees of success, to save
both their bodies and their souls.

There were signs that firmer missionary tactics were on the way when the Franciscans
took over in 1880. As was to be expected, very little remained of the work of thejr prede-
-.cessors. The first to arrive, Father VENancIO (not to be confused with the Indian messizh

- of the same name), began qulctly Settling at Taracud, on the Uaupés, he had some dealings

with the population of the Jower Tiqui¢ but scems to have left matters very much as they
were. His colleague, Canmroxg, arzived a year Jater and w as followed in 1883 by Father
Corrr. The latter seems to have been a particularly active man. He travelled extensively
throughout the region, even gerting as far as the Kobéwa om whom, however, he failed
to make any impression. A large number of posts were established and some older ones,
including Taracu4, Panoré and Yauaréeé, were revived. The familiar and always ursuccess-

ful system of establishing mission villages was again followed. Two thousand|Indizns
are said to have becn assembled before long in such villages on the Uaupds, pnd one
thousand on the Tiquié. Corrr established his headquarters at Panoré, which lje trans-

formed in a few months into what he regarded as an ideal village, with a handsomely
painted church, a large number of houses and a prison, Discipline was rigidly enforced
and before long he considered his position to be sccure enough to risk epealy ridiculing
4 number of native religious customs. The consequences were disastrovs. The converes—
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Covouraced, 1ois siid by rubber traders—rose in revelt against the priests, who only jus

Coaaed wezespe with their lives by Iaving about them with their heavy bronze cruciiines

P lofr, nover oo renurn,
In addiunn, C:\'—n:chin.‘: were active among the Tariana beeween 1880 and 1888, when

er
oy osuececded 1 gadiering a large pare of the pupulation into cleven villages. Afier
“oty daparture, which was less spectacular than thar of the Franciscans, but just as final,
dn Indians tost no umein reverting to thelr waloda life.

hi e tollowing period, around the turn of the century, the situation on the upper
Hio Newro, the Uaupds and the Teana was somewhat unsettled. Things were much quicter

( 2 sk middle and vpper Tiquid regions.

—  Cothreav informs us that he continus LH\' came across orgics and drunken feasts

T

during his journey 1n 1884, "That remarkable place, Sio Joaquim, was. renowned in this
respect. Around the turn of the century the Indians used to gather there from far and wide,
spectdly inthe months of June, July and August. Then saints” days were celebrated in
tire native fashion with the help of flags, statucs, dancing, fireworks and cachacha, or cheap
brandy ?). ‘

With the exception of the military, the whites with whom the Indians came into
“contact at that tme were practically all rubber traders. There were two ways of obtaining
rubber. One was for the “masters”, the regalefs, to assemble their employees on.the
planmations, where they were provided with more or less adequarte care and accommoda-
tion. The scason lasted from December to April and the regatofs intended that their
Indians shotld remain for the full period. The situation on many plantations was, however,
obviously such that many Indians tried to leave again after a short time. In order to prevent
their going the regatols tricd o set up a sort of indenture sysiem, whereby they would
pegotiate with a fuvara for the delivery of a cerain number of workers, for which the
sevanma received payment. The latter did not, and still do not, possess such absolute
authority over their “subjeces™. 1t is quite possible that the r2gazofs, who probably thought
—as practically all Brazilians still do—that cach tribe was ruled by an all-pow erful chicf,
placed these suvenas in the position of labour suppliers, thus altering their status from
that of primus intcr pares to an authoritative assistant of the regasgo. Their authonr)
rested on brute force and on the widely-established debt refations. A document dhtmo
from 1882, in which the Franciscan missionarics opposc the sale of Maki as slavgs, is
interesting in this respect. The position of the Maki may have been an inferior ofc in
the autochthonous communities, but they had never been slaves in the sense that|they

ere rvmrdcd as personal property that could be disposed of at will. i
razilian traders also bought the rubber which the Indians themselves collected.
'} E;Js system secms to have been popular in the more peripheral rcgmns such as the Rio

Ius:s of thus sort are still held in spm, of the oppuosition from the mission and the authoritics
¥, 1961, the eclehratinns got so out of hand that a sumber of huts were burned o the ground,
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(& We are told that round 2bout 1990 Indians were tapping rubber an their own
eive on the lower reaches of this river and thar traders even went up as far as Pari-

¢ ohacira to buy it Yo should be noted here that this setilement is the Jast that can be
Cwhed by a boar of any size; rapids make the river impossible to navigate afier this point,

copt with Indian canoes.

Punitive expeditions on the pzart of the miliiary were a common occurrence ar this

ccccc ‘The reasons for their actions may be obscure in most cases, but there 15 nothing
fweure about their miechods. Ther plundered; raped, burned and murdered e und

¢ the 1920°s the majority of Indians would stll take to their heels at the approach of

white man.
[n many rcqpccts the influcnce of the missions soon di isappeared altogether. The

Frcdians [eft the Villagésas fast as thier couldand returned to their szilodis: Hereand there ————-
a solitary statuc survived. Reference has a]rmd\ been made to the way Christianity was

practised in Sio Joaquim.

A change took place around the end of the ‘twenties and the beginning of the ‘thirtes.
To.begin with, rubber was rapidly losing its importance, even though it has never enurely
disappeared. The result was the departure of many tradess and regazefs. 1t should be noted
in this context that the regions wizh which we are chiefly concerned had never been more
than marginal with regard to forest products. Those who remained behind were largely
c.itaelss, people whose standard of living was not very different from that of the Indians.

‘Then the somewhat improved outlook of the military and administrative avthorities
penetrated even to this backwater end punitive expeditions undertaken at random became
a thing of the past. Finally, the missions returned. Pivs X granted the apostolic prefecture
nf'thc Rio Negro to the Salesians in 1910. Starting from the small town of Uaupds, which
“at that time was still known as Sio Gabriel, they extended their influence slowly but surely.
“T'he old system of gathering the maximum number of Indians into villages in the shortest
possible time was now replaced by the method of founding a small number of lazge posts
complete with residential schools. Taracud was settled, or rather, resctiled, in this way
n 1924, followed by Yauarété in 1929 and Pari-Cachoeira in 1940.

We can be brief xegarding the role of the Indian Protection Service (Servico de
Protegao aos Indios, known as the S.P.1). Kurt Nnsuexsaji made a journey of inspection
along the Uaupés and the Tcana in 1927, He streagly disapproved of the practices of the
!mdus and similar figures and obiccied to the missionarics on a number of scores as well,
even though the latter’s activities were still on a very small scale. He proposed the es-

tablishment of one or more S.P.1. stations in the area. Though his suggestion was later
carried out, the or(ramf;at:r)n has never really had a chance to do very much. As far as
I could discov er, the pcrsonncl for the entire area in 1960 consisted of only one man. There
is no doubt of this man’s ‘persona] capacities, but there is no question of his collaborating
with the mnu,wn"!) powerful missions since their interests and those of the S0 are

B e m—— —— — . e e AR L o



- . P. VAN EMST

curicallv opposad. That fact combined with the inadequacy of o
3¥ :‘z‘d thie lack of incerest on the part of the authorities has sha ped 2

this one man is almost powerless to act at all.
uld be made of the arrival of the Protestant missions. Fairhy

ccentdhy 2 Protestant missionary established a small school a comparatively shore distance
e from Uaupds His relations widh the Bishop in Uaoepds are reasonable. 1 was

& romewhar different stonv with the rc:prc<c:1‘1t’1ti\'c of the New Tribes Mission who

'i‘f'-.‘L'd onihe Jeana trom Colombia i0-1952 The-nr a,o"m OIS TGO CTS WIS 14nA(ics
1 strong oonoecdastic Jeanings.

A messiah arrived on the scene at much the same dme :md is said to have bee

~{_fimeer of this missionary, I thereport was corvect, the Tndizn was well ahead of !us

reacier. Accompanied by a group-obdisciples-he eravelled along-the Tcana from Colombia”

b 1930
of e region. This time the authorities were sensible enough not to send the police or
e nalitary, despatching instade a team from the S.P.I. which had been alerted in the

, destroving a number of chapels as he went and generally disturbing the peace

mesntime. The messiali and his followers were warned against further rioting. The upshot
was that the mission priests saw their chance and accused the New Tribes Mission of
aisturbing the peace. T was never able to discover the exact details, but it is in any case
certain that the missionary concerned left the district. _

A number of migratory tendencies resulting from the arrival of the whites can be
perecived amongst the population. Firstly, there were the attempts made by the various
missionarics to concentrate the Indians in a number of centres. Then there is the fact
that during the rubber boom many people were gathered together on the rubber planta-
tions while at the same time many others tried to avoid the rubber traders by withdrawing
h_nrrmnr and further upstream. The places left open by the Indians’ departure were more or
b _>taken by the whites arriving in the area. A change occurred towards the ead of the
twenties, when the whites began to leave and the Indians to return from upstream.
A few dara regarding the mission residential school in Uaupés are significant in this

- respect. Around 1930 practcally all the pupﬂs were white children; 1n 1960 807 of the
boys and 70%, of the gitls were Indmns

- DL THe Savsstan Mission ox e Rio TiQuie

It will berclear from the foregoing that the Tuyuca and the groups in their immediate
wurroundings can only have come into more or less permanent contact with the whites
”f)mparati\‘c}*.' recently. This does not mean, however, that they had lived up to that time
: total ignorance of the intruders. Relations between the groups scattered throughout
¢ upper Rio Negro region may not always have been very close, but there was enough

el conact for metal wols, for instance, to have reached them a good many years azxo
“atthere s every rezson to suppose that they must also have been informed of the
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..+ ides of both the traders and the missionaries. Anticipating a Jater staye of the discus-

M

Lo, we may indicate a numbet of things that were quite delinitely adopred from others,
~ane the material objects mention should fisst be made of the long chopping-knives
2t are now fullv incorporated into the autochthonous cultural possessions. Morcover,

s eairing Is somctimids worn, this consisting of cotton trousers with the occasional addivion

.+ 3 shirt for the men, while the women wsually wear z skirt, but nothing more. A notable
ract is their fondness for lengths of cotton material. The same is true of metal fish-hooks,

! can relate what sort of hooks were used formerly; one is informed that the metal hooks

T ave “abwavs” been in use. The situation is otherwise with regard to axes and chopping-

T ;.:'-..E_\'Mv:jVI}.\'GL:}_'CHEEib\x_'gTil_:it'-ﬁgta‘i‘é axcis, even though no-one now alive will ever have

~—rmrked with one. People tend to keep them as curios or, paradoxically enough, as whet-

stones for their steel knives.

' Liveryone has a Spanish or a Portuguese name, even those who speak neither of those
Janguages. When no kinship term is used people often refer to one another by these
names, which also serve as a form of address. Associated with this is the fact that they
are pleased to have their children christened, or at least to have a ceremony perfoimed
whereby they are endowed with names—which is how they probably regard it

The whole question of acculturation will be gone into in greater detail presentdy.
It does scem, however, that the adoption of Western goods and ideas is comparatively
limited when the geographical distance is at all great and there is no permanent contact
between the cultures concerned. '

What is probably of greater significance in such cases is the fact that a great deal is
known about the foreigners even before they actually arrive, so that by the time they

~ppear the Indians will have been able to determine their attitude towards them.

7 At a certain moment—in 1940 to be exact-—Salesian missionaries established a post
in Pari-Cachocira. A large Ditsea maloka occupied the site of the present mission buildings.
More Ditsea and 2 nuomber of Desana live further downsteeam, while Tuyuca, who may
be divided into those who are directly influenced by the mission and those who acc not,
are found upstream from Pari. '

With one or two exceptions, no neo-Brazilians, or Cabacles, have ever, as far as ]
know, sertled on the upper Rio Tiquié. Unlike the Indians in the ncighbourhood of the
township of Uaupés, for instance, who live side by side with Cabac/ss, the people 2long
the Tiquié know them only from afar. As stated above, the way of life of the Indians
and the Cuboclss on the Rio Uaupés and the Rio Negro is practically identical. Any ide

of the Tuyuca and the surrounding groups being directly influenced by an established

Cabocle population can thus be ruled out.
The traders” and regateds’ influcnce was probably negligible. Their presence on the
upper Tiquié was no more than incidental. It is difficult to determine to what exrene the

re—m
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walarien of this rezion worked for the whites elsewhere—c.g. on rubber plantations—ix
e process of cotiara] chanee. To begin with, the missionaries are the only non-Indiun.
s Inve there pesnanentdy. Much of.ahe trade 1n the area is concentrated in theic hands;
oo run a shop and buy up surpius products from the Indians. Also, any Indians wishing

l

~oowork for money can ofiaa find emplovment ac the mission post. Secondly, the loca
Sadon vubstituies for the government in a certain sense. Of course, this 1s not officia I

1
i

-utared 1n sy way but the Jocal anthorities, thoush not alwavs over-delighted with the

1

ceation, could do litde to change it even if they tried. For those authoritics, usually 2
sl of aaaricipio, have absolurely no means of controlling the population in the remote

O - of theio districts, where the missions are the only well-organized institutions. THe

e N

third and probably the most important factor here is the fact that the missions, in view
«f their ulimate object; are deliberately trying to change many aspects of the antochthonous
culeure,

As far as one can gencralize, the population’s attitude towards the missions is a
rositive one. The many blunders made by missionarics in the past evidently make no
diference to thele appreciation of the present-day situation. In any case, those easlier
sirempts all took place outside Tuyuca territory and the tales then told were obviously
not destined for immorrality, What they do still remember, however, is the period just
orior to the arrival of the Salesians, when unscrupulous traders and soldiers were the
only whites who showed any sort of interest in the population. The Tuyuca may not have
been troubled by them to the same extent as the unfortunate tribes downstream, but they
t0 shared the conviction that flight .was the best policy on the approach of any white
iman, no matter who it might be. !

The Salesians had succeeded everywhere in establishing a favourable reputation as
;.‘rr:f’""'tors of the Indians, a reputation which of course accompanied them to the upper
iiguic¢. They setdded there without any difficulty at all, though it will scarcely be necessary
0 add that the attitade of some persons of prestige will have been somewhat cautious,
- say the Jeast. The arrival of the missions also brought distinct material benefits in its
-ake. The population now gets some sort of medical care, even though this often amounﬂs
2 nothing more than the medicine chest of an itinerant pricst. For another thing, thel
mvide good quality tools in return for the farinha and fish required for their residentiql
00]s, ,

The mission post in Pari-Cachocira is under the supervision of the Bishop in Uaupés.
ree or four pricsts, the same number of nuns and a few laymen are stationed there and
-r¢ are, in addition, more or less casual workers recruired from the Indians who work
narpenters, farmhands, boatmen, cte. The stafl of this and similar missions. tends to
suate and there s said to be a general shortage of personnel. This is especially true

© prizsie, since it is mission policy that teaching must not be entrusted to laymen

st. It is in any case a face that the mission Is now by far the most tmportant faceor
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- yore than is serictly necessarv. Travelling round the villages is also pare of the pricses’
1 mass §s 1o be celebrated regulardy in all the serdements in the disoricr, §f the children
3 \urmimc‘: adults—are all 1o be christened and, last but not Ieast, if the population’s

-cal needs are to be taken care of, then at least one priest has 1o be travelling ail the
Added to this, the average age of the puusts 1s high.

Returning to the Pari-Cachoelra post, 1t may first be stated that the church and the
cheand Jorm the central points of the establishment, There is also 2 small hospital, which

sun entirely by the nuns. The buildings, the older ones of wood and the more-recea:
~nes of stone, are buile along both sides of the church. The nuns, the women emploved
~ the post and the girl pupils live on one side, and the men ard bors on the other
~orrepaton of the sexes is complete. The church has two cntrances, one for-the pricsis

P

4

wid bovs and the other for the women. Inside the church, too, thei_each keep_to.aheir

wwn part, thus conforming in fact to the custom observed throughout most Brazilian,
i not South American, rural arcas. The same applies to all secular activities. The nuns
and their helpers and pupils do the housework and prepare the meals. The refectory is
«quipped with an ingeniously constructed revolving hatch through which food can be
;‘.‘..\.\Ld from the kitchéa without anything more than oral contact being possible from

cither stde. There are, -of course, separate schoolrooms and plavgrounds for the male

and female pupils. Direct contact between persons of opposite sexes, whether priests,
nuns, lay helpers or school children, is something that practically never happens. The
hospital forms the sole exception to the rule. This being the system, the women ’s world”
at the mission posts remained a closed book to me. '

I can be fairly brief about the church. The services are atrended daily by the full
stafl and the school children and discipline in the church is rigidiv enforced. The church-

soers from outside people from neighbouring villages and those emploved by the mission,

E’:..:"subjcct to the same discipline. Everyone must be on time and no-one may leave before
the ¢end of the service. The congregation stay quictly in their places and give thelr full
attention to the priest. Hymns are sung by the congregation in Poriuguese, someihing
that one also hears in Manaos. There were exactly 150 pupils ar the mission in 1960 It is
clear that the priests do not attempt to coerce patents to send their children to school;
on the contrary, in recent years the number of applications has alv-avs exceeded the number
of places available. The latter depends on the amount of space and the number of teachers
at the post. Another point to be taken into account is the amount of food available.

Though some food is grown on the spot and hivestock are kepr, the mission is still depen- -

dent for most of its supplies on what is transported by motor boat from elsewhere,
P”nﬂpaﬂy dried fish (’pamnm?) Sarinha, flour and, sometimes, vegembles and fruit. In
addition, a certain amount of food comes from the Tadian sewlements in the diserict,
though it should be remembered that this requires labour, transport and ariicles of tmde.
In the final analysis, ev crything depends on the financial recources of the mission which,
1t will be understood, are limited.
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“do not go home on leave at morce or less regular intervals, as do the members of some other
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The cost of running a mission post like Pari-Cachocira is fairly high hecause o tiwe
current sustem of operanng a boarding schaol as well, Where formerly the missionarics
e Rio Negro and Uaupds regions founded Jarge settlements in which as many peoplc
s possible were conceniraied, under the present system the Indians remain in their own
vitlages or wrihnize while the children are cared for at the mission post. The children &
some sori of work, 1t is true, but the proceeds are not sufiicient to cover the expenses
aind inanv cave, that work s undertaken for its educational value rather than as a means

of wdding o the income of the mission. : . R

e dzacz nline alluded to above is enforced in the school as well. There are various

_reasons why this should be so. Juis part of the educational ’Ii)PIOdCh which is the generat
' —ihe-Ralesians, The larter relates in turn tothe Roman Catholic Church’s sTobjectof
propagaung the Chaistian victues as it sees them and which are most cleadv.manifested— — o0

EH

in the rules of religious orders. In additon, there is the fact that an organization of any size
must mainein a cerrain discipline if it is to function properly, while the procedure in the
Roman Catholic schools in the pricsts’ countries of origin—mostly Iraly in this case—

erves, consciously or unconsciously, as their model. In view of the fact that the average
age of these prieses is decidedly high, we should also make allowance for the fact that their
norms in this respect are often those of a previous generation. Moreover, the Salesians

mission orders, so that it is understandable enough that their views should grow progres-
sively more rigid, though this is not necessarily so.

The priests” way of life, and thus that of the lay helpers as well, fits into the general
paticen. They neither smolke nor drink and cassocks are always worn, whether in church,
in the school room or paddling upstream in 2 small canoe. Though recreation is not
zctuqli) forbidden tlu:) seldom, if ever, meet for purely social reasons, for the pleasure
. _‘one another’s company. Their private quarters are austere in the extreme.

The scvetity with regard to their charges that might conscquently be expected is,
however, tempercd by 2 number of factors. Tor instance, the Salesians act on the principle
that corporal punishment is wrong, a principle that once caused the Bishop of Uaupds to
sigh that one would have to be a saint not to fee] at Jeast an occasional loaging to give
some of the boys a box on the cars.

In general, it may be stated that the Salesians regard themselves fitst and foremost
as beiag responsible for bringing up and educating the children. The order is primarily
a teaching onc. In spite of the fact that for many reasons—not the least of which is their
gcr)rrraphlcal isolatinn—they may not be aware of the latest pedagogic advances their ’
efforts arc deliberately directed towards educating their charges, a task which, apart from
their other, more pricstly dutics, they regard as their principzal one and which they carry
out to the best of their ability. So although discipline is strict, it is accompanicd by a
distinet interest in the personal v weli-being of the children.




)

INDIANS AND MISSIONARIES ON THi RIO TIQUIE 179 .

The age of the pupils varies somewhat. Most of them are between seven and ten

. old when they arrive and the average length of stay is three years. But pupils of

. rreen or filteen are no exception. At first the mission also had a few older pupils but
. ix no longer the case. .
] was only able to observe the “male side™ of the institution. The boyvs sleep side by
e in hammocks in a large dormitory, supervised by one of the masters, who sleeps

et

-y 1 space more or less pastitioned ofl from the rest of the room. They go to bed at 2

o hoar, gpeakTitdeand o moredan—rwhisper-while preparing for bed and
-aintain complete silence after “lights out”. Rising about 5 a.m., they go in a silent filc

O bathe, sometimes in the river, after which ther go to mass and then to breakfast, which
eaally consists of gruel made from fariuha. One should certainly not picture any of this
3 heinm inany way comparable-to-similar activities in'a European youth hostel. The res
of the day is spent in school or in the fields. The boys on duty sweep the livingquarters,

feich the food, clear the tables, ctc. The subjects taught are reading and writing, arith-

setic, geography and history, while of course religious instruction is also an important
part of the syllabus. Portuguese is the language used and the children Jearn extraordinarily
quickly to express themsclves in this language. The priests, too, use it alinost exclusively
amongst themselves. Special attention is given to Brazil in the history and geography
lessons as part of the general policy to make Brazilians of the Indians. Without there
actually being any question of indoctrination the priests make use of every oppottunity
to point out, for instance, that the Colombians (the mission post is close to the border)
are the “others” and as such inferior to “us™, the Brazilians. This all secemns rather strange
; FFor the Indians on both sides of the border often belong to the same tribe, while at the
‘ same time theit knowledge of the whites being confined to just a few categorics, they
-“'istinguish between only “good” and “bad” whites. Nonc of the priests are Brazilian;
“most are Italian and a2 few arc German or Austrian. Work in the fields consists of the
cultivation of a variety of crops, some of which are native to the area and some, particulatly
the vegetables and fruit, imported. Some of the implcmcnts'uscd, such as spades, hoes,
raies and wheclbarrows, were formerly unknown to the Indians. The hoe is their favourite.
They are encouraged to set about their work in an orderly, methodical manner and the
: beds planted neatly in rows are very different from the native rozas. As far as T could gather
no attempt is made to ascertain whether the extra labour required by this method is matched
bya proportionately greater yield. The principle of working in a neat, orderly manner is

the main thing . ‘

The mission livestock, consisting of cows or cattle bred from oxen and zebu, graze
nearlsy on land formerly used for agricultural purposes but now Iving fallow The herd
at Pari-Cachocira consists of a few dozen amimals The enterprise is not a very successiul
one; the number of births and deaths remains roughly equal, a hich prépor:ion of the lztter
being due to discase. The carc of the livestock does not require a grear deal of work.
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The bovs waork as a ruele in groups formed according to the nature of the work an!
dhe aue of the bovs The main mml is eaten avound middav, afier which the bovs o,
shelrclissrooms AT activities are interpersed with frequent periods of organized praves
There is camparanvely linde recreatton, moungh there 1s an occasional quarter of an o
1 cn"Id be termied a “free period”, when the children swarm into the courtyard 1o Pl
' ¢ 15 plaved through a Jowdspeaker on one of the outside walls. (Av ¢

s

':u:;‘;-\' mssion post :" S '[i‘.'il’iL“i during these free periods are organized as well, T
s niot e case at Pari- ocira.)

e P childien have a greater measure of freedom in the evenings, though this docs

: ot mean that they are free to come and go as they picase. 1 noticed that one never secs
teei s the smell Jndian sertdement near the post.

— {7 e nedothingmnid other arides required by the pupils are supplied by the mission
_ I does not amount to much, for they do not need much.

Their familics visit them from time to time and very occasionally they are given
leave to go home. This does not mean, incidentally, that it is a deliberate matter of policy
10 weaken the children’s ties with their familics.

Some pupils stay on at the mission afier they have completed their schooling. Tt is

. then easier to teach them a trade, such as tailoring, carpentering, engincering, etc. They
usually remain or go to another post when they have completed their training, though
some return to their homes to put their newly-acquired knowledge into practice. The older
boys who are still learning theit trade or who are already employed by the mission live
there 2s weell. “Thiey are subject to less discipline and are more free to come and go as they
please ousside of working-hours. When they marry they go to live in the settlemcent
near the post. The inhabitants of this scrtlement are largely Ditsea, with a sprinkling of
otaer tribes as well, Not all mission employees live in the scttlement, however, nor are
all jts inhabitants attached to the mission; some simply live there, cultivate their rogus
2 st their traps in the river. Those who work for the mission usually have their own
plot of Jand as well and still pursue many of their traditional activities. It is not unusual,
fur instance, to find a neat mission plot side by side with a disorderly example of the old
method, or to see women busily making their pottery 2 few hundred yards from thc mission
shop where metal pots and pans can be bought. I
The shop is a fairly important part of the missionarics’” work. On the Uaupés pbst
for instance, the mission shop scrves among other things to counterbalance the practjces
¢ some traders who are not too particular about the quality and price of the goods they
“l-to the Indians. The traders are for that reason somewhat resentful of the mission s op
~d are of the opinion that the mission should restrict its activities to religious matters ,
‘leave trade and commerce to others. The situation in ari-Cachoeira is different, since '
= mission shop.is the only one in the area. The stock consists of useful commeditics .
¢ aiies, knives, pots-and pans and clothing in addition to a few trinkets. The shop also
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,..!1.1('(:) even though the pricsts themselves do not smoke and, while not actually

~

sner it at the post, can ec"*rCL.. be said to encourage 1t cither. Alcohol, hovever, ,

e m} | and conscquently the consumption of alcohol in the district 1s low, though a
o amount s stll consumed. The Indians emploved by the mission as boatmen,
S anics, otc. sometimes take the mission boats 1o Uaupds 1o collect supplics. Some
e there sell aaciuicha, of which they buy small guantities to take home.
"I here is virtually no moncy in_circulation and payment i3 us ually made in kind.
applies not only to payment for services rendered but also to the purchase of food.
P .,.:up]:, cvervthing offered in this way is ncccmcd while at the same time nothing,
i1 the exception of medicines, is provided free. There may, of course, be exceptions to
O ond rule, Old or sick persons, for instance, who are unable o fend for themselves, ...
L-¢ not expected to pay for food or clothing received. Goods for barter are also taken
o the villages and mission boats zre stopped regularly by Indizas in canoes wishing to
cwochange their freshly cauglht fish for goods. The mission even sends small tradi ing
cupaditions over the border to buv farinha from the Tuyuca and Bard there. This is onc of

the ways in which people who have no formal ties with the mission post acquire their

Furopean goods.

I'rade, however, is not the principal reason for thie missionaries’ journcys—which
brings us to the question of spiritual care outside the posts. Thelr numbers permitting,
thie pricsts make more or less regular rounds of the villages in their parishes to say mass,
perform marriages and christenings and various other duties. Some settlements have an
cvangel'st, an Indian from the mission school who is considered to be suitable for this
wark, e is really the priest’s assistant. There is, of course, no question of his administering
the sacraments (not one Indian from the whole of the Rio Negro and Uaupés regions has
vet become a priest); he sces to it that the church is built and kepr in good repair, leads
_._.,‘5-2 congregation in prayer, admonishes the villagers to lead a Christian life, keeps the
village accounts where necessary 2nd sometimes dispenses a few medical supplics, for
all of which he receives 2 small femuneration. When a priest comes 10 say mass, he usually
acts as his acolyte. The situation varies from village to village with regard to the preseance
of both an evangelist and a church. Sometimes both are presen:, sometimes. cither one
or the other, and sometimes neither, in which case mass is celebrazed in one of the house

The Salesian missions claim, hereby referring to the relevar: starements and regula-
tions issued by the Vatican, that their object is not to cause the diszppearance of the native
culture, with the exception, of course, of those native instituiions which the priests
consider to be at variance with the most important Christian preceprs and which are
therefore better discouraged. Bur ia spite of the fact that some missionarics are interested
in and know a good deal about things Jike native music, legends and languages, the missions
make no real attempt to preserve the culture elements “that can o o harm™. Moreover,
it would be unrealistic to expect every priest to be fully aware of the implications of cerinin
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L anous instiiadions, In addition, much of vhat the mission offers relates to mares

oaroare taten for granted. 1 am lc:unmr here 1o the we l—kn(m'n fact that evervone wnd.
or culoures 1n the light of his own and to regard those others as a deviatio:

vrainoe or ang of bisovn. Thoush the other culture, or parts of it, may or may not s
* Crvour in the eves of the priests, no-one mourns its passing for the simple reason that wha:

e mission provides In its place is automatically considered to be better, or at any case

i o ek

e

e ud zeoon

sore pormal '
The first concrete example which comes to mind is that of religion. The Romay

: Carholic svstem of indoctrination is centred on the schools. The children are in fuct
. == -oarded as Catholic right from the beginaing and are expected to act accordingly. Since .

ey are under the daily supeivision of the priests, it is In no way surprising that their
;cﬁcml' rcligions dutics and obligations are scrupulously observed, to say the least.
New pupils are christened immediately on arrival should this appear to be necessary
It happans less often than formerly, however, for most children are now christened shortly
after birth, on the following visit of a pricst to the serdement. Part of the popuhnon
of the seitlement will have been taught as children by the priests, who hope that they will
have retained as much as possible of what they have Jearned and that, moreover, they will
do all in their power to propagate the true faith. Of course, the latter task is not lei
entircly to the ex-pupils; a priest arriving in a settlement will talk to the inhabitants and
impress upon them how they should think and behave, while keeping an especially sharp
eye on the conduct of all former pupis of the school. I was in a positon to oberve the
pricsts’ visits on many occasions, but any opinion I might give would be based solely on
the impression I then gained, namely that they are almost always estremely tolerant,
while they are ceriainly under no lusions regarding the fact that their task is a lengthy
s~ e Thelr approach is to exhort, to 'try to convince the Indians of the crror of their
“r2ys. They may remind someone of the good intentions he once expressed, or preach a
special scrmon at mass (attendance at which is not obligatory), but there is no question
of issuing orders, making demands or forbidding anything. These missionaries are very
different from their predecessors. '

Obviously, the missions’ attitude to native religious or semi-religious practices cannot
be a positive one. I was informed that even the priests themselves are sometimes in doubt
as to whether or not a certain ceremony ought to be rejected. In gencral, however, they
tend to take 2 negative view of everything to be on the safe side. For even if there were
no question of “idolatry”, they would still ind the festivides immoral on account of the
drunkenness and the—often imaginary—sesxuzl promiscuity. They subscribe in this
respect to the view formerly prevailing amongst Christians throughout the whole of the
Nozth-West Amazon tint Yuriaspari, as the cukture-hero is ealled, is synonymous with the
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- of the opinion that the old beliefs will dic out of themselves
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— Jecidedly against the waloka system and do all they can to persuade the population to
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e or-—as they somcetimes express it—in a few gencrations. They are usually more
cerned to see to it that the converts remain gond Catholics and do not relapre into

- old wavs. Pheir attitude might be deseribed as a certain friendly tolerance, something

Lo the wav in which one tends 10 regard a child vwho stili believes in Santa Claus. This

parent, for instance, from the fact that anv sacral flutes cmoming into the missinnarics’
-eession are kept concealed from the women and children.
They campaign much more actively against things that arc at variance with Zuropzan-
junn merality, things such as the former custom of killing one of twins at birth
friamy-—w hich in any ease was never very common—divoree and anvthing that mig!

b

K

St

it 1o adultery or fornication. With regard to the latter, the feasts and ceremonies have

ceadv been referred to. Mention should also be made of the fact-that the missions ave

weitle in villages where each family has its own house.

Nor do they approve of the Indians’ system of exogamy, since it reduces the chances
of inding the right.marriage partner. The position of the I\Inku is another point on which
the missions and the Indians do not sec eye to cye.

Matters relating to clothing, personal adormesnts and the like are perhaps of Jess
importance, though the missions would prefer to see every Indian “properly clothed
‘The school children are provided with European clothes and trousers and shirts are handed
nut or-sold in the settlements. Personal adornments and painting the body are not appre-
ciated in view of the fact that this is associated with “festive garb’ and the puc,stq hold
strong views on the subject of feasts. -

Coea and other stimulants or drugs are rejected on the same grounds as tobacco and
alcohol. Here we find yet another instance of the general tendency to prefer “onc’s own”
to what is strange, for though the mission shop sells tobacco the pricsts are always in-

£ clined to reproach the parishioner caught with his mouth full of pads. It might be mentioned
s 1€ _

\.~in passing that some priests enjoy a pinch of snufl.

For the sake of brevity, we may sum up with the statement that perhaps one would
not be too wide of the mark in supposing that the activities of the missions are directed
towards the attainment of the average, well-meaning Tralian priest’s image of the ideal
society, an image to which he is willing to add a little harmless loczl colour if eed be.

The missions have in many respects what may be termed a monopoly with regard
to contact with the Indians in the regions under discussion here. We have already 2liuded
to the fact that traders have never been more than sporadic visitors to these parts. Relations
between the missions and the traders are not very good on the whole. This|is more
noticeable further downstream, especially in the township of Uaupds. The representatives
of the missions are inclined to blacken the traders in the eves of the Indians, particularly
if they are Colombians. The traders on the other side of the border are more free to act
as they please, though there, too, they arc seen at very irregular intervals, :

o
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T mresiong ke the same neearive attitede to the S.PUL

1noshoutd be omentored thar relavons beiween the—distant-—Broazili
1

croevitics and e missions are very cordial, The priests do their best to impress on thoir

od roriune in being adzens of Brazill Portuguese is boosted evervvhere

nos ke the thag and the natdonal antham are known o virteally every Indian

IV, T Teyvca ry tiniar Mobpirs SITCATION
_ ixamination of the various aspects of the old Tuvuea culture and of the way in which
iar celare has been affected by outside infiuence reveals the following picture.
Tirere s Biede or nothing to indicate any change in the prizcip/es underlving the Indians’

,ihude with regand o wnbal orgroup tervitorys Tt is-likely, however, that changes of

(

shitai did, and sedl do, talie place, while there has also been a transition to 2 more in-
disiduzl, or rather, nuclear family control and culdvaton of the land as part of a general
wndency towards individualization,

Vit regard to the first poing, it is probabie that there was 2 movement downstream
throughout the whole of the Rio Negro-Uaupds tegion in former times, before there was
any conwact with LEuropeans (sce p. 152). The arrival of the whites caused a general with-
drawal upstreams, specially from the 18th century onwards, That withdrawal must have
been accelerated in periods of increased pressure; this was certainly the case during the
rubber boom. No definite proof can be obtained regarding these migrations, which took
place at & fairly slow temipo, but the fact that they did occur is confirmed by all experts

n the region. Moreover, one can still obtain sufficient oral information on the subject,
even though it is limited to the gencral announcement that they went further upstrcam
at roughly this or that time. To the extent that calculation is possible, the time given
usually turns out to have been the period of the rubber boom. 1t was possible in onl) a
fov jnstances to be shown the site of a former scttlement.

,\s far as the Rio Tiqui¢ is concerned, there was little or even no direct contact with
l,umpcans before the permanent establishment of the mission in Pari-Cachocira ia 1940.
Buta sort of concertina effect must have been noticeable here as well, since even today the
population becomes denser the further upstream one goes (see p. 152). In the last twenty [
ears or so, Le. since the population has been subjected to conparatively Jitle outside
pressure, people here and there have begun to move downstream again. This gen jeal
endency to move downstream rather than upstream is connected with the face that the
‘wilis beiter and the fish more plentiful there—or at least according to the persons cgn-
«crned. This migration, which is on a very small scale but nevertheless clearly discernilyle,
ructically always concerns nuclear familics. Under the influence of the missions, which
¢ all they can to imprint the idea of the independence of the family, they are beginning
s oaly to plane their 7opws in the settlements but to cultivate recas at a growing distance
nose scitlerients as well, One now finds hurs inhabited by oaly one family, with
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threir own special regr nearby scattered here and there alony the lower reaches of the
Tiquid, The general aitude to property, hunting and fishing rights places no legal ob-
sracles in the way of a movement of this sort. “Movement” is in any case too strong a word
in this context. The pattern with regard to territorial rights and the use of the land in
ceneral described in the foregoing is the one which is still by far the most common. The
came distinction s still made between the tribes. Though they have never attached any
particular imporiance to territorial questions, thesmartter of tribal unity remains unchanged,
They continue to speak their own languages and there is nothing to indicate thar they

might be beginning to use Portuguese instead. In intertribal contacis one of the nave
Janguages is used, Didtsea, as stated previously, usually functioning as the lingua franca.
he younger Tuvuca all have a cammand of Portuguese ranging from fairly good o good
and though they use it in their dealidys with the missions they never speak it among them-
sclves or in their contacts with other t}iln)cs-,_s_xjal as the Desana of Datsea. THE Témaiiaisle
fact here is that the school children are expected, at least officially, to speak Portuguese to
one another but that they discontinue the practice later, even though their native Janguaues
are not always the same. This does not mean that the Indians have no interest in Portugucese.
They read the bookletsand periodicals distributed by the missions, for instance, and they
like to be considered able to understand the laguage, even those whose knowledge of it is
sketchy, to say the least, being definitely in favour of the itinerant priests preaching their
sermons in Portuguese. Tt is not likely -that knowledge of this language gives added
prestige, even if only for the fact that the number of persons who speak it is now so great
that it can no Jonger be regarded as something exceptional. Moreover, they know quite
well that it will not be so very long before everyone speaks Portuguese, as is now the case
with those groups whose contact with the missions or with other whites is comparatively
longstanding. The /iugoa geral, or ngeengatu, has never been as important on the Tiquié as
o the upper Rio Negro, for instance, or the I¢ana. That is attributable to the comparative
sofation in which the inhabitants of that region lived until recently. There are, however,
some people who are familiar with the language, usually people who have had faiddy
Iengthy contact with Europeans through, for instance, working on the rubber plantations
further downstream or on the Rio Uaupés.

The continued_tribal exogamy is another point that may be mentioned in the context
of the still strong feeling of tribal identity. We arc obviously dealing here with a rather
resistant trend. No Indian on the Tiquié would dream of trving to break away from ix.
Any mention of the possibility of doing so is at once consigned to the categorv of the
impossible, like the idea of man living under water. Jt is simply unthinkable. The missions,
Or in any event some missionaries, believe that it would be a good thing if this svsiem
were to disappear. Pethaps this point of view is part of the attitude that it is all nonsense

anyway, an attitude based consciously or unconsciously on the assumiption that the

A}

Furopean way of doing things is the normal one. The priests reason—or rationslize -:ha

—
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strices the Indiang’ choice of a marriage partrier and is often the cause of w7,

or 1o be o comparadve delav in their getiog marrded, a situation whi

Hions conducive o the Chrisdan sins of adulwery and pre-mariial sews

intorvonrses Wheiher they are right or not, their influence on this point s absolutcis i}

Trisinany caseapparent frani the missions” atdtude that they go further than opposin.
Behaviour dhar they consider to consticr with thelr “happy familv” policy: they also cive
thowiu to whie mighe be the underlving causes of that behaviour. Tt is exeremely ditficn)
o siare with any certainty whether the Indians’ attirude to matters like aduliery, pro-
murital senwal experience and divorce have undergone any change or not. For it is possible,
siier all, that they observe two separate rules of conduct: one for the outside world (Le.
1o please the missionaries) and one for themselves. Discussing these matters with them,
it was in any case soon apparent that they do not regard them as something terribly
wicked. But at the samic time it was not easy to gather any information regarding specific
“cases™. The missionaries claim that there has been a shaep drop in the number of divorces
over the Jast few years. This all relares to the Tuyuca, who have always lived comparativels
far removed from LEuropean influence.

‘e situation is somewhat different downstream. Duriag the time of the rubber boom
and cven before that dhe situation sometimes closely approached the chaotie, which will
not hzave been conducive to the maintenance of close family ties. This was followed later
by what was a fairly incidental departure for the towns. Some individuals, usually members
of more downstream tribes like the Daitsea and the Desana, go off to Uaupés or sometimes
cven to Manaos. Occasionally, a man abandons his family in this way. I would repeat,
howewver, that migration to the towns (still) occurs most infrequently. '

Patrilineality and virilocality exist as they have always done and it may be stated
that as far as the Tuynca are concerned there is no difference in this respect between thoese
who live in mission areas and those who do not.

_# This is the point at which to return bedefly to the question of the existence or former

existence of a more or Jess tightly-knit sib-structure amongst the Tuyuca. As we have
already mentioned, the Kobewa definitely have a strocturce of this sort, while at least one
writct (Frror) postulates the ciistence of something similar amongst the D:’Ltsga,- the
Desana, cte. as well. In addition, we have GaLvao’s description of the Baniwa, t;hough
he does not dare to be very positive on this particular point. The questina is ‘.v]u':LlIxcr the
Tuyuca have “always™ alcked a sib-structure or whether it has disappeared as ajresult

of outside influcnce. The latter, however, does not scem to be very likely. For, with the

‘possible exception of the Kobewa, the Tuyuca have been subjected to less inﬂucncF than

the other tribes in this culturc-arca. Morcover, the fact that some of them live outside
mission territory makes it possible for us to lnok further into the past. So here, if anywhere,
we might expect o find at least traces of a sib-structure, whether hierarchical or not.

tut this is not the case. The rather vague group referred to carlier as kindred is the only
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«uall kinship group to emerge. The missions have made somie cffort in the direction of,
ull we sav, codifving the kinship structure by providizg the school children with
wernames in West-Juropean style, that is, they are meant o function as family names as
we understand them. Of course the Tuyuea themselves know very well to whom they
are cither closely or distantly relatéd, as is obvious from their kinship terms, but the
tunction fulfilled by our surnames is, as far as 1 know, something that is quite foreizn
tor them. The whole situation appears to be fairly confused. The lists of pupils at the board-
ine schools is officialiy in order in that each child has a Christian_name and a surname,
though strangely enough brothers and sisters may somctimes be listed under different
surnames. As noted carlier, the Indians translate the Portuguese word “familia” with a
. relating to the group jointly occupying oné #alska, which does notrender the niéaning
of the Luropean word. This whole business of names is not necessarily very important
initself, We mav wonder how the use of terms based on European concepts will eventually
sficct the native structure, though there is certzinly no sign of any such eflect as yet. The
situation is different as regards the Christian names, or rather /be name. Though everyvone
liad his own name previously, it would seem that it was used very little in day-to-day life.
Now they have Portuguese names which they use all the time, even amongst themselves.
One seldom hears native names. The Tuyuca both in and outside mission tetritory are
very attached to their Portuguese names. T was unable to discover why this is so. It is
perhaps a statas symbol, denoting that the person concerned is up to date. Or perhaps
the old names were not openly used and the assumption of a Buropean name simplifies
matters. Whatever the reason may be, the preference for the new names s connccted with
something of particular interest to the missions, namely baptism. As far as T know, every
Tuyuca has been christened at some time or other and the same applies to such tribes
as the Ditsea, the Desana and others. A great many of the Indians outside mission territory
h- > been christcned as well. The name received dusing the ceremony attests to the fact
that the person concerned has been baptised, but on the other hand baptism may also
be regarded as way of acquiring such a name. For there is no doubt that Christian zeal
is not, or need not be, the sole motive here. Nowadays, in any case, there is no question
of the missions having to persuade people to be baptised. I was even urgently requested
on several occasions, mostly in places outside mission territory, to christen children
mysclf. It may be mentioned in passing that I resisted the temptation to bestow names like
Jaxand Kraas on Colombian or Brazilian citizens. Whatever the actual situation may be,
one still finds a number of people, usually older people, who have been christened burt
who otherwise have little or nothing to do with Christianity. A more trivial reason—or at
least one that appears to be more trivial—for their desire to be christened or to have their
children christened is that they count on receiving a small present or at least a saint’s -
medal to mark the occasion. ,

’HICMHVC now disappeared from the whole of the Brazilian parr of the
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acest onine Tiauid, but there too one only finds th

ier, 2ad then onlv 1o the exclusion of other tvpos

lsappearance cannor we ascribed solely to the Influence of the missi
e iz oof the vecion, whore the 1ndians have heen exposed to 2]l kinds of (JLI{'SlLi;‘
: 1

‘lere the missions occupy a much less pre-

o those on rhe upner Tiquid, they no longer exist either, some alread:

ALY

l -
ehhed 2 _-_;rmd many vears aco. Lezving the whys and whercefores in the region.:

Core e are no Tuvecr out of accounr, it is nevertheless a face thar the missions in

r
o
s
7. ..
L

e terriory are definiely opposed to snizds life. More often than is now the case,

- cmiadonaries vsed 19 be convinced that the many people sharing once long housc lived

o erin proamizouiny. Most_of the prizsis whom I questioned on this point, and-parti-
(o e who have w orked in these regions for many vears, were prepared to admi
Al Choner 2 'uu-'mt"-ncc with wwlsda lite proved that assumption to be wrong. But it was

sianvs clear from their attitude thar thes did nor regard It as being conducive to the
adtie family jdea and that the disappearance of the mafefas can only be counted a blessing.
(e 1 mucl by the fact that the pop i’irlon secms to have experienced no difficulty in

ciancing over from the welels to the serdement with separate huts, in other words,
thut they blithely gave up what may be regarded as the physical personification of a co-
coerative group. But one ean also regard it otherwise. The weloka is a latge, laboriously-
buile structure, the sole purpose of which is ro provide accommodation. It has no sacral
signincance. Hach nuclear family has its own separate compartment and one can view
ihe mileda as 2 scttlement composed of 2 number of dwellings built round a central,
communal space, all of whicly is conrained under the one roof. To make the transition
o asetlemient or village of the new oope they v had only to remove, s it were, the communal
roof, afrer which the old life could continue in exactly the same way. The new system

- wriers 2 number of advantages. It is much easier, for instance, to build, say, ten small

e than one walsta for ten families. The living space can be adjusted more easily to
:ize number of | inhabitants when the village consists of separate huts. (Demolition is never
rcessary; the huts are not built te last.) So there is less possibility of there being too much
-7 wo litdle space. I do not know whether the greater degree of privacy was regarded as
i adx antage. The transition from mwalséa o separate huts may thercfore be regarded as
~aving come about when the Indians realized that it was possible to live in 2 different
ne of dwelling, once which scemed to ofer advantages without there being any corres-
sding disadvantages. Though the process was encouraged by the missioris, it is probable
a0 1t would have taken place.just the same even had they not been present. There seems
L no reason to speak.in terms of “disintegration” in this connection. But disintegration
the sense of individualization, includiag iadividualization in the spatial sense as well,

= probably occur more eastly in the sertlement than in the walska. Indeed, one sees

s hzppening, The individual ina maloka-azea who for whatever reason wishes to have
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. do with his local group has only the choice between moving his family to another

D - or bwlding a new walola with a number of Jike- minded persons. If he Jiv ¢s in a
q1ape serdement, however, he can build his hut away from the others, and can cven
L ,1 l,m:nc distance from the main group. In fact, a sitwation can eome about whereby
. v noq only possible, but actually demonstrable, that one can no longer speak of seile-
< but of isolated huts or, at most, of small clusters of huts. This has now beconie the

.u’d pattern of the neo-Brazilians in extensive arcas of Amazonia (cf. Ganvi

Ty ‘A\.t.

The situation on the Tiquié is as follows. The Bard at the source of & -iver 7

cirely in malskas, as do also the Tuyuea on the Colombian side of the b W vt
mrucasertlement on the Brazilian side of the border-coasists of two houses in sni/sla.
e vach cnnmmmﬁ 2 number of families. The fol]ox\ ing scttlements are progressively
less on the maloka principle, culminating in the last Tuyuca villages, which are groups
of huts, many of them of the wattle and daub type popular in many pares of South America.

Thev are sometimes built around an open space and sometimes i the form of a strect.

Naost of these settlements have a simall bulldmw that serves as a churcn. Further down the

Tiquid one begins to find single huts built f'u' from any settlement. It is clear that this s
not merely a geographical progression; one can also trace the course of a c‘cvelorxmcnt
down the years. The role of the missions is also recognisable, for althoogh o0 oo o
is not really abrupt it is still plain that the mission borders ate also the borders of '
rilola region, Nor is there any doubt that these borders relate to moie than just the type
of building erected. For although the missions prefer villages to walekas, they also prcler
them to separate huts built at some distance from one another. If one views the departure
of an individual as forsaking the community then it stands to reason that the missions

must also regard that community as the Christian community, and if a priest notices that

«~c of his parishioners is thinking of moving away, far from the madding crowd, he will
certainly do everything he can to persuade him to change his mind.

As far as actual building techniques are concerned, the influence of the priests is
unmistakable and direct in that the school children gain a certain amount ¢ cxperience
n h'mdlmg European tools and building materials and later apply what they have learned.
Personal ambition plays a considerable role as well. There are plenty of men who, having
been trained in this way or not, are simply not interested in carpentry and masonfy and are
satisfied with 2 simple wattle structure. Others, again, try to attain the architectural 1dead
of the pricsts, which usuvally amounts to a pleasant house with a door, windows, a number
of rooms and—if it is an exceptionally finc house—plastered walls and printed woodwork.
Houses of this sort are few and far berween. There are three in the sertlement near thc
mission post of Pari-Cachoeira. Though opinions based on one’s own values are frowne
upon in anthropology, I fecl compelied to express the hope that any atiemypr o bring'in
corrugatcd iron will be foiled by the first rapids in the Tiquid.
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T oeeiecinte there 1s, as stated above, Hiule or no diffierence between the zai/sla and

e plice of residence of 2 Jocal group. A teadency towards individualiza-
2 s, however, more prosounced 10 the laer, as s apparenr {rom the fact that some

rheir own pil\..tb FrS,

onmenaes, o D have the impression that there is no question of anything revolutionary
Cvinr calen phwees A mentioned earlier, the frvars shovld be regarded more as primus

cor pares tan as a powerful chicf. Some preseni-day sertdements have no favara, and

st somneiines have been the casein Jormer tmes as well. Tn 2]l probability, the

T

et o the uxava either wased or waned in the course of the years, even though

been Jargely ourside Tuvuca torritory and more in the old contact ateas,
;:ﬁ rubher tappers, or rubber traders, operated on a svstem of obtaining their

ot their labour throv'rh a native intermediary, usualiv a favara, who reccived

. f;c':'t"-;" s of quandty of goods in return for seeing to it that they got what they wanted.

shoevingtora fow exceptions, however, itis higly unlikely that any fivans was so powerful
-t be able 1o commender others at will. He would have needed to employ more than the
ceal means of power ar his disposal and he was able to do so through his position as
soresentative of the rubber trader whereby he functioned as part of the system of indcebred-
zs5 with all the power of his principal behind him. It is cherefore not unlikely that the
wihority of the fuvene showed a relative increase at that time, decreasing again as the

:bber boom faded. There are no means of telling what sort of repercussions all this had on

e Tuyuca, but the possibility of there having been some sort of eflect cannot be ruled out.

~ery litde definjte information can be given on the preseat-day position of the #xara;

wown experiences were too widely divergent on this point. The missionaries are in any
e not of the opinion that the frvems undermine their work. Many of them send their
":i?r.]r_L;n tn thie mission schools. One or two make it quite clear that they wish to have
a1t s to do with the pricsts. The missions, of course, constitute a new force that must
: necessity lead to a lessening of the chiefs’ authority. The itincrant priests and, to a greater

~tent, the village teacher have assumed the role of adviser, admonisher and arbitrator.
~wme villages have a permancit representative of the missions in the person of the evange-

+, who is often a native of the village concerned. His influence varies according to his
csomal qualities and ambitions. A superficial glance reveals no permancnr conflict
zation between the evangelist and the tnxcana, although there could be tensions or
"3?cts under the surface. My stay in the area was too short for it to be pdssible to
,. 'se matters of this sort. No evidence of such conflicts in the form of murder, mans-
siter or departure for another scrtfement ever came to my cats,
The gencral attitude to the Makd remains unchanged. The missions on the Tiguié
: vireeally no direet contact with these people. There was only one Makd boy at the

flachozira school while I was there, and it was signilicant that his parents were entered
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. the school register as “NUN. (women neseioy name unknown), i.e. even the pricsts knew
coeiiing about them. The priests told me that there had been a period when ther had a
~onsiderable number of Maka pupils who, however, disappeared again afier 2 short time.
vad every now and then a Maka man mizht turn up ac the mission to work for a shom
L.

It is not unlikely that the situation responsible for the relative increase in the 2’
suthorine during the rubber boom also had some-eflect on the gencral attitude to the Maki.

H

For the latter cannot be regarded as real slaves in the sense that they arve held as persnnal
aroperty, atJeast not in the autochthonous socicty. There are some indications that outside
izfiuence has contributed to a situation whereby the river Indians have indeed developed
. aaswei-slave relationship with the Makd in that they have begun to sell them and hire
thiem out to others. But in view of the comparative isolation of the Indians on the Rio
‘Tiquic, this situation could never have reached the same proportions here as elsewhere.
‘The present sitvation in the settlements and wa/skas of the Tuyuca (data on other Tiquid
croups are (oo scarce to allow of an opinlon) is as described on p. 156. This is in ieself
remarkable. The missions are opposed to the inferior position of the Makd, buc have
so far failed to effect any improvement whatsoever. The crux of the matter is that they
really have no contact with the Maki; their superiors do not allow it. One often sces a
“few huts of inferior quality lying at some distance from the rest of the village. They belong
to the Makd who have taken up residence in the village for the time being. If a priest or
another European gives something to one of them no-one finds it in any way unusual
for a Tuyuca, a Dirtsea, or whoever happens to be on the spot, to take it from him. In
bricf, there 1s no sign of the posiiion of the Makd having changed in the last few decades.
The most that can be said in this respect is that the articles passed on to them by their
lords and masters now include a few European goods, ot the remains of them, like knives,
7 " les of clothing, cte. 7
" The boys at the mission schools reccive 2 number of years’ training in agricultural
methods such as weeding and hoeing, planting and sowing in rows, irrigation and the
~cultivation of imported crops. The appearance of the ropas at home, however, is just the
same as it has ahways been. There is a sharp contrast berween the ease with which they
made the transition from the waloka to the separate hut and the difficulty which they seem
‘to experience in applying what they learned and observed at the mission post. The mission
method requires more work in any case, while it is a moot point whether the yield is
pmpoftionaliy higher. The Indians ate obviously of the opinion that this Is not the case.
While at the mission they accept the order, precision and discipline that also prevails there
with regard to the cultivation of crops, but do not find it necessary to pur it into practice
themsclves. The introduction.of new crops is also a slow process. A few hitherto unknown

crops, such as beans, may be planted here and there. The situation is the same 23 regards -

livesrock, if one is justified in using the word. Chickens are everywhere, even in the niost
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Siseant s in Colomhiz, and were probabhe kept long before the missions anpeared on
e seene Pher make compananvely It uh, vse of them. 1 never saw anveone euing cithye
s oor chiciken, thouzh it probably docs happen oceasionalliy, These products are, how.

fv eanchzaced with outrsiders fnr articles like fish hooks. Somcone may oceasionzliy

s'::-r:.‘ a Ii::!c. interest in his poultry by tarning an old canoc upside down and scattering
soraps of Jeft over food I this improvised hen-coop from dme 1o time. Pigs are a rariry
on e Rio Tigutd; the ]n{ihns on the Rio Negro and the Uaupds are more interesied in
brewding these animals. The mission posts have a few cattle, but no Indian has yet deci-
dedd 1oty i himself '

Though the agricultural methods remain practically uncha g ed, the newer rogas have

toumaat in the sense that a number of family plots ace to be found in the villages, CSJ/LCL’”‘

those where che influence of the missions has been active the longest. This is obviously
conavcied with the tendency towards individualization discussed above. It caanot,
however, be said to be a frequent occurrence. The disadvantages of this system are evident.
It is probably not entirely a secent phenomenon, for small rocas vwere sometimes cultivated
in the past as well:

The Tuvuea and other tribes have a number of “bad habits” from the point of view
of the missionaries. They are habits that are also found in Europe 2ad that are opposed
there by the Churches as well. They include things like smoking and drinking to excess,
bad language and indecorous behaviour. It is a fairly simple task for the Salesians on the
Rio Tiqui¢ as they are not dealing here with mortal sins but with questions of human
frailry that cannot be condoned. The reader will recall that the Salesians themselves neither
smoke nor drink. The school children are not permitted to use narcotics or stimulants.
For the rest, the attitude of the priests is a faitly tolerant one.

Pads, kashivi and tobacco still occupy their old place in the villages, though the most

O/mh)us parishioncrs abstain from wsing them. And the villagers are tactful enough not

to hold a real Lashirf feast when a priest is due to visit them. Pad¥ is prepared cven in
villages more or less next door to a mission post and tobacce is siill grown in the usual
way.

Somic innovation has been introduced with imported arricles. Tobacco and cigarettes
are available even in the mission shops and are smoked in the European manner, ic. at
all hours of the day by men, wonien and children. Their approzch is the same in this
respect as it is to padi. The large native cigars are still smoked onl: by the men, and then
only after the ev ening meal. As mentioned earlier, it is possible that chey once had a more
special, or sacral, significance. The only indication now remaining thas this may have been
so Is the fact that they are obviously in a diffcrent category from the Western-type cigarette,

Very licde imporred alcohol, which is usually Brazilizs rem or brandy (cackacha),

s drunk, Repeated reference has been made to the fact that the Rio Tiquié missions have

closed of their area from the rest of Drazil as far as possible, which means thar trders
¥

e o R




7

INDIANS ,AND MISSIONARIES ON THE RO TIOUHE 195

¢ little or no chance of sclling the cac/uicha that they distribute throuzhout other parts

 Naorth-west Brazil. Colombia now offers one of the few possibilities of obtininz this

on Another possibility is 0 go and fech it oneself, in Uaupés for instance. It ix im-

ble to sav whether such trips are ofren undertaken, thoueh 1t is unlikely that they

- inany way regular. Very few Indians in the region have the chance or are willing

... tike the trouble. The Indians themselves do not regard it as being in any wav re-
;-:cf‘.L‘:]SiHC. ) .

For instance, the boat 1n widch T made part of the joumney from Uaupés to Pari-

( schoeira was manned by “mission Indians” from the Tiquié. The captain, an inteiligens,

~ipable man, was one of the mission’s show figures, yet he saw no harm in taking a few

“ontles of cachacha home with him. Drinks were handed around from time to time and 1

woas wiven my share as well. It is all very symptomatic: the priests admenish then {lock
:ud set 2 good example themselves; the Indians regard these exhortations as something
¢+ he taken heed of or not, just as they please.

‘The same attitude can be observed as regards “correct behaviour”. The pricses reach
them that a well-mannered person expresses thanks for anything given o By ks
fnds with his right hand, does not relieve himself in the company of <. o, cweiom,
some parishioners, particularly those who are out to please, have mastered the etiquette
guite well and try to observe it in their contact with whites. Amongst themselves, however,
they do not bother. It can also happen that people become confused, specially in areas
where only a few are familiar with both systems, their own and that of the white man.

My arrival at a Tuyuca maloka in Colowbia—that js, outside mission territory—
serves as an illustration. My rowers, two Tuyuca and one Bard, were addressed at the
door of the maloka by the frana, who acted as though I were not there. They answered
his address and were invited to be seated on small benches just inside the door. T remained
standing. One of the women served the visitors with a bowl of 4¢/i7 and a hot sauce and,
after some hesitation, presented me with 2 bowl as well. Towards the end of the meal I
was approached by 2 young man who turned out to be the #~gns’s son and who shook
my hand in greeting after having been prompted to do so by one of the rowers.

For reasons mentioned in the introduction, I shall be brief as regards magic and
religion,

The position of the shasmars appears to have deteriorated. As far as I could tell, they
still act in the capacity of healers, which has always been one of their most important
functicns, and the priests obviously do not object. It was dithcult to establish contact
with these people, nor was it easy to gather information on their practices from others,
Itis clear that the mission rakes 2 firm stand on these matters and that people arc relucrant
to discuss them with outsiders. The samie is true of the Yurzparf ritnals. The missions do
all they can to present him as the devil, but he has by no means disappearcd; on the

Contrary, everything connecred with him is no longer sacral in a general, neutral sensc,
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s sosidvel s dungerous. Those sull in the possession of sacral futes now conceal them

.
cocareruibe than ever,

T privsis co-operate on the whole, for although ther do not believe in the hammful
oo of the fues they are sensible enough not to provoke the population on this point.
cov, tow, krow the siory of the missionaries who de :m,ru;Ll" shocked the Indians

Do had o pay oot by heating an Ignominious reireat and they will take care that
i simiiar happens 1o then

Toicin no wavsurprsing that saints” medals fulh] the function of amulet or talisman.

s pricais hand them out {airly liberally and it s not unusual for someone to ask for a re-
ement for oncthat no longer works properly. The missions do not find this so strange,
Q is understandable in the light of the fact that amulers are vsed extensively in practi-

“vdisouihern Lmnpcan countrics. The situationis the same in Biazil, with the difterence
e peo-Brazilisns—with whom the Indians on the Rio Tiquié have very litde contact
i:.—'u:-.}}_'r vear amulets that have little or nothing to do with the Roman Catholic Church.
Magic is openly discussed and more or less openly practised. It is largely black magic.
o of my informants was an evangelist, who told me of various instances of magic while
2w busy carrving out gepairs to the hut that does duty as the church in his settlement.

-zl amounted to much the same thing: N or Y died soon after being attacked by sudden
<, fits of vomitng, eic. Later the

<

‘evil substance” that someone had placed by the

:wuin’s door or had concealed in some other suitable spot was wsually discovered, and
: nothing was found then it was assumed that it had been smezred on to some surface.

v informant was of thc opinion that the ordinary medicines, which are usually. admini-

wered by the missionarics, are of little use in such cases.

On the whole there are no objections whatsoaver to Western medicines and they
© cven prepared to mzke long journeys to obtain them. I was repeatedly struck by the
:-_j,'Owhich sick parades were organised immediately upon my arrival in the villages,
=i dn those villages outside mission territory, and by the fact that T was constantly
wed for medicines for all sorts of ailments.,

It is mission policy to require the Indians to do something in return for the medicines

2V TECCIVE.

If the medicine fails to help, and the patient dics, the relatives are practically always
ravour of burial in consecrated ground, that is, in 2 churchvard near the mission post.
~i burials arc accompanicd by the usual rites of the Roman Catholic Church. T do not
W to what extent other, autochthonous, rites and customs are obscrved in this respect.
sre were no deaths during my stay in the area. The care of the dead follows the native

:zn outside mission territory, i.e. the body is buried in a shallow grave under the
. No-one voas able to give me any information on the quesiion of a second burial
ferger urn, cven though the discovery of a number of such uras points 1o the fact

“is must have been the custom in the past.
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V. WL 1T sEcoME A Misston CULTUrrRE?

The tole of non-missionary whiies has been no more than touched upon in the
foresning. Their role is no more significant at present than it was in the past. Comact
4 raders, rubber planters and other whitces is mainly confined to the Indians in Colom-
hia, Thesc Tuyuca and Bard also come into contact with the priests from the Brazilian
<ide of the border, though they arc not in mission territory. Every now and then a number
of them go decper into Colombian territory to work on the rubber plantations. They do
ot o very willingly, and theic number are small. Nor are the advangiages very evident,
It is known, ot at Jeast suspected, that they arc underpaid by the Colombirn employers.
Layment is usua]l} in thc form of goodq ’md one of thc rain incentives to go of? to work
One such article is thc much—sought—.;ftcr rifle, the dcsnc for w hich cven spurs on a ﬁ:w
indians from Brazil to find employment in Colombia rather than on 2 Brazilian plantatiosn,
though this is not a frequent occurrence.

On the whole, contact with these Europeans is extiemely limited. No-one ever
arrives to recruit labour in mission territory and even outside these ateas such expeditions
arc no more than sporadic, happening, as far as I could discover, no more often than once
in every two or three years.

There is a general consensus of opinion that it 1s best to hav
possible with traders and other such Europeans. They have obviously not yet fully
recovered from their former experiences.

-There is definitely no question of anything like a “hunger for goods™ that must be
satisfied at any price. The point is well illustrated by the case of a Tuyuca from 2 Colombian
‘naloka who had worked hard on a rubber plantation to assemble a curious collection of
1rt1clcs like 2 winter coat, a pair of braces and even an old gramophone. The other in-
{ _itants of his maloka immediatcly declared him to be out of his mind and he ev en to
some extent assumed the role of village idiot, though I can tcstlf) to the fact that he was
in no way psychologically. disturbed.

I belicve that I am correct in stating that non-missionaries scarcely enter into the pic-
turc as disseminators of Western goods, institutions orideas in any part of the uppes Ilqme

Without actually wishing to state that the priests have lowered a sort of iron Cu[t"in

e as little contact as

“around the Indians, the situation is indeed such that practically all relations w 1{1 the

non-Indian wozld -are channelled through the missions. In 2 certain secnse, the priest

represent the forces of authority within their areas, even though they have no real nieans
~of enforcing their authority. If 2 Tuyuca refuses to submit to that authority, no-oné¢ can
compcl him to do so. The situation being as it is, however, 1t is viruadly imposdiﬂe to
ignore the missions. At the same time, the fact, for i instance, that the demand for pxm,a
in the mission schools almost always exceeds the number of places available sl.ov s that
the population has its own reasons for not wishing to do so.
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As a consequence, the population has a greater chance of preserving its own identity
than is the case anywhere else in the Rio Negro region. Theyv are not absorbed, as it were,
in the caboclo society, for the simple reason that the missions also keep the relorfes 2t 2
distance as part of their policy of protecting the Indians from the wicked outside world.

The system is of course not absolutely watertight, The West has more o ofier the
Indians than the missions and they are obviously interested in discovering whar they
are missing, There is nothing in the way of 2n “emigration ban” to prevent those wishing-

to do so from gaining 2 first-hand acquaintance with the outside world and someindividuals

go off to work for rubber tappers or traders.
We have alreadv seen that the Indian crews of the mission boats sometimes go as

far as Uaupés. Up to the present, ho{x;'e\'cr, no Tuyuca has setded either in the township
or the surrounding district, This does not mean, of course, that it could not happen ia the
future. Whether the missions possess any real means of power or not, there is a clearly
defined difference berween the adoption of new practices—and the accompanying breaking
away from tradition—for which the missions serve s no more than an example and the
adoption of those which may be defined as basic principles. Agricultural methods serve
as an example of the former; baptism and burial in consecrated ground exemplify the
latter. '
. The regions on the upper reaches of the Rio Tiquié present us with one of the com-
‘paratively scarce instances of guided acculturation. Whether one endorses the aims of
the “guides”—in this case the Salesian priests—or not is immaterial. It looks, however,
as though those aims will be achieved without there being any question of real force on
the one hand or of 2 high degree of frustration on the other.
A number of more or less incidental factors are involved here. They are the isolation
.- f the area, which means that it has never had anything much to interest anyone but the
_ xmss1onar1es, the accompanying fact that the population has been left in peace; the un-
fortunate experiences that other Indians have had with whites other than missionaries,
which tales have filtered through to the Tiquié; and the errors made by the missions in
- the past which serve at least to remind the present-day priests of the mistakes they must

avoid. o - - -
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