
On t hv h;111k~ ol tl1L· Rioj11111;i i11 Ei1u11q1t'·. F.ry 
1\1 ontcc ourado, onrl'·prmpero11'> owucr o[ a ru hiil'I 

By Mich a«! Pa1 fit 

l1oldi11g. w.ut s lor l1a1 gt·, < arrying '>llJ>J>IW'>. Th1· 
town 1~ 110w vwolli-n wit h rc!ugtT'> [rorn t h« Iorr-st. 

Whose hands will shape the future 
of the A111azc)11's green mansionsi' 

Ru bhrr f11/1/11·r.1 w,·i-t· u tt cr' rq!,rU-d1·rl ,1.1 .1,w11n.1 

o/ tlie Brazilian rain [orest, but noio tlic 

serinf;llt'irns ,1r1• liard pu! to sauc tlicmsclucs 

111 tlu: hut , d1yd.1y~ oi su uuru-t iu t lu- 1ai11 !01C'~l. whvn 
thl' Rrn Ju111,I slu ivcls ,lllll tlH' lu1<·,1 ,wt·a1,. wl u-u t l u: 
vulun cs rircle ovei the rown o] Eirunep<'· waiti11t, i or 
1hc fi,,h lo tlie. aud ~mokt· hluws 11p Ítolll lhe hre~ lo 
til<' 'lllllh ,lllll ~lain~ t lu: :111 wii h 1 unuu-, ui t lu: IJIIH tli-1 
oi Chi!o l'\lt'lltll'~. Ety J\lo11t1·1u111.1do ,1,111d, ll''>tlt-,.,ly 
at thc wiudow o[ rhc Muutcrom udo lnot!wr~· stoi c 
.111d i hiuks hv has bcrn [oq,;olll'll hy tlw w01Jd. 

·1 he I ivvr i~ t lu- l11~hw,1y ill'l e: t !ll't l' í~ 11n nt!tl'l I oad 

• 
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111 F.11111w1'c'-, M,,J1l1·c c,111ado w;l!r !w\ i1 f'Vt·ry day. 
l'\-l.iylw 1,nl;iy i1 wí!I t'llll !11~ i~ol:ilÍ011. 'rnrt·ly 1,,rlay hi, 
• ouvin Ama zouino. rhe Covcruor, will come agam to 
µ,ivl' away I ha111 s.1w~. anel IJI ing ncws that the govern- 
111(·11t i, .11 1a~1 goí11g to pay 1he Mom cc onrudo brothers 
foi tl1L·11 l.u n l. Su: dy today tlic: 1,arge lr om Manaus will 
ar n vc, IJt 111gi11g t hc vuppl ics ol r a( haça (Hrazil ian white 
1111n) anil llour t h.u will rvst orc prosperny to t he Mon- 
1t·1 011r;ul" Li111ily. :111d 1<-1 rlwru e ornp,·1c· :q,;ain wit h t he 
B,tld (JnL·. ~111dy l<id;1y ,1 ca11(J(· will torne down ír orn 
t lu: [ading village of Mour Jo, ckep m rhe íorest up the 
Ri1> Ji.1111. 10 1<"11 hi1111!i,1t tlH' pcopl<' of thc Iorcst have 
, 1·.1.,,·d 1lwi1 r·~-"d11•, a11d J1,1v,· ~r1JIC' 11,JC k 1,1 r hr-ir trc·t·\, 
a n d I l1a1 tire L·11q111 (' oi r ub lx-r i~ nol fir11\hnl alter ali. 
"I[ ytrn un 11 your lialk to t he light you'l! see only 

yo111 vh.ulow." ;1 l'()llllguc·~t· \Ígn ;.iys in Montecon- 



J l','\,V *,/tl'fl.~('IJ?}f;_'!"',"'~'",°;" ~..., ~,'>'"" 
1 ·~, { 

··~~"'"'· ,,-,..._--V--,1••, ., 
, •. ,~ .•• ~~ \'-1'J,•; 

Benc-arh a rainbow's ar eh, seringueiros have built 
a kw hurs a nd madc a small clcaring in rhe íorest. 

They trcad J ightly on t he la nd, lrut i he y rnust 
Iive in isolation without schools. srores or docrors, 

Ph otog raphs by Ran dall I lym an 
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i ado's ollic e. Ali ovcr his wulls and lTilíllg~ are pia,. 
rercd t hc handwriuen sign~ rluu conrain t hc corupilcd 
wisclom of hís lifc, s11d1 as "Lnve isu't to be 1111dt1,1ood; 
i! is to !w livcd." 'Thc ,i~m ar r f1 .1ynl: lw huvn't put lij> 

a ncw l)LlC [01 yc.u s. I Ir ~laml~ a11Hmg his we.uhcr­ 
beaten thoughts at rhe wíndow. w('.tring a blue shirt, a 
gold chain, a crucifix anel an cxprcssion o[ anxious 
g.t1odwill. Sm,·ly lOday th(' :q,p1oa1 hi11g river. w!HM' 
;11111ual Iluods huvr a!read)' consuuu-d five blorks uf 
Eirunepé. right up to hi, door, will d1a11g1· Íh roursc 
and s!op gnawi11g at his Iouud.uious. He stands cm­ 
htarnl hy solicudC' and pbm a 1ctain111g wull. 

But Mouu-courudo i~ 1101 ah111<·. l í ynu pulkd th(' 
camet a lxick fi om the wimlow wherv hc stands w.uch­ 
ing thc river, [ar bark to rhc cdges of tht· great hasin of 
lÍH' A111:1l011. you'd ,,.,. tlw ,illtrnwll('~ of millions ol 
j>l'O!Jk ÍIOIII til<' WOI [d\ Wl'althí<·~t 11atil)II\ ~la11ding 
thcrc, warchiug him as auxíously a, he w.uches the river. 

His so[itude is íllusiou. 'Thc vast grcl'n la nclscnpc of 
hi\ hn11H' i~ rhc tTl\l('r of ;1 l111gl' p1cou 11p:11io11. 'li> li\ 
out hcrc in t he dcvclopcd wot ld, t he Iorvst lia~ sucl­ 
denly becorne irnmeasurably valuable and its residcnis 
irs custodiam. Surcly rhe pcople of this l;ist grcat tropi­ 
cal fmcs( 011 l•:.111!1 will p1ntert thl' tt<·c·\ !oi us .• 111d 
wiih ihcm thl' pla11t·1 ir~dt-dH· pt;ulet rluu wc, [ur ai! 
our power anti wcahh, have heedlessly brouglu lo lhe 
brink of thc flood. 

"ThC' An1a10n is rhc 111:q~ir mountuin ul c•c ology," 

r\utho1 kh t{io B1 .uu o, Ih-w m•c·1 tw .. -:Hi·1 lo I c·:11 h 
rhc remore ruiu [orcst rown oi Eírunq>(·, whvrc thl' Rio 
Eiru and Rio Juruá ílow togcthcr and seringueiros 
scrugglc to survive, Creen is Auuizon bnsin i11 Bruz il . 
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\aid a11 /\111c1 Í< :lll ollitial in l',ra~ília, whom J visired 
du ri 11g a rcrr-nt t wo-mont h llight by light ai rerafe 
around llr;111l. "It a ll hap1Jcm thcr c." ln rhc wesrern 
/\111:11(111, 1.:,00 111il<·\ aw.iv, an aurhr opologivt who has 
wo1 l<.!·tl tlwl l' Ior 11·11 y1·a15 pul a ll 111Í5 hofH! ín a fcw 
wor ds: "It is the pcople who Iive írorn the íorest who 
will save ihe íorest." 

TlH',1' \(·111 i1111·t1t\ an· widcvprcad. D11nng rhc past 
< ou pie o[ yl'a r ~ rnuch oi t he wor ld wide conccrn ahout 
tllf' t·nvircH1111<·11t,d I ha11g1'\ cl1;11 ,l·e11110 be accurnu lat­ 
i11g ar ound t lic planei has Iocused on the Amazon 
hasj n. T'hiv h11~<· cxpamc-2.8 rnillion square miles, 
a II aH·a 1wa11 y I ln: \Í11· <Jf Aus11;1Jí;i -h,a bccn d('scríhcd 
a~ r lu- lu11p o] Eart h, a~ ihc srorchousc uf gcneric 
divcrsir y a nd. because of its rnagnificcnt abundance o! 
lifc·. a, tlw hidin~ pla< ,. o! ,ure~ for I\I DS anel canccr. 
Nol oul y i, i1 ;1111y1h tliat r hc Íornt tarnc:\ t li« /{r<·<·nlwu~,! 
cíl cct JS a nc: consurner of large arnourus oí carbon 
dioxidc (rhc amount oí co~ r cleascd by lhe burning 
a 11d dl'( ompo~i ng of vegetal ion cxc ecdv what , he fores! 
ta ke~ u P ), hut íorust dcst r uction. part icular ly by bum­ 
ing. lias actually cornr ibured to global warrning. \Vhen. 
ín Lhe past ícw ycars. large·scale clearing and burning 
o] t lu- 1011'\I for lar 111, a ncl cattlt' ranchcv=encouragcd 
r,y ~ov1·r11rnc·111 i1H t·111ivc·~-tloggC'd rhe Arnazon's skícs 
wit h snioke so rhic k rhar aircraít werc groun<lcd, and 
scicnrists suggntcd t hat ihe fires addcd to the green- 

'\ houv«, rlw wau lu-r s b('gan 10 crowd around. 
Tlic· A11ia1011 has l)etonic a vivid vyrnbol o! rhc 

inrcrdcpcndencc of nat ion upon nation for rhe sur­ 
viva] of lifc on t hc planei. And, oddly, out of violence 
a11CI ruart yr dorn, and per haps because of a hurnan 
longing ior saviors, sorne of thc poorcst, rnost powcr­ 
k~~ 1wople on Eart h=t he rnen and worncn who gather 
lau-x from rrccs in t hc Arnazon wilder ness. and rhe 
1 ncl ia 11\ wlin livc a11wng IIH·r11-h;1ve lwcn assigncd 
kadl'J \hip i11 t hc t avk oi protcuí11~ ir. 

"Trutli IJ lilic a roJ<:; 11 has tlwrns" 

111 Ju!y <>I tliÍ\ y<·,tl 1 ~lo<>d ín Mo111cconradfJ\ off1cc, 
rliidcd by hí~ ~igns-"\'\'lwever recognízes his igno· 
rance bcgíns 10 bc wísc.'' "Tru1h is like a rose; it has 
t horm" -and fou nd mysdf ímrncrscd í n t his si range 
~it uar íon. \1 ruggling to UIH.lcrst,rnd Í!. 

I liad /lown slowly Jown from the Uniced Scates in 
111y Cl·\~11;1 Cardinal, across thousands o[ rniles o[ for· 
c·~t. Altlwugh 1011g strctthC's of fores! passcd below 
w11 lhH1 I a ~íg11 of roa d~ or hrc~. t hcre was no cscaping 
the qucstion of the Amazon's developmcnt. Near the 
11e,r t lw1111nm1 t ip of H ra1íl. at Boa Vista, some of 
t lw g11ld 111i1wr~ who a1<· pouri11g in10 thc rq~íon l,y 1hc 
tlton~and~. pulltHing tl1c wa1cr wíth mcrcury, and kíll· 
íng l ndians with discasc and bullets, crowded around 
my plane a, I rduclcd, hintíng that it míght bc wonh 
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"Chico Vror" spelled out in !11 azil 1H11s honor ~ 
Mendes at ruass six monrhv alte1 hi\ 111111 der. 
ln fim cmpat« (proust acuou) alter l\kmll'\' 
de.uh, ."iO rubber tappcrs liur ncd logge1 s' huts 
to stop Iurther cutting and protect livelihood. 

my while to sell it on the spot Ior double its value in 
gold dust. Escaping t heir grasp anel my temptation, 
I ílew past an arca whcre a huge hydroclect ric darn 
has llooded more\han 700 square milcs of jungle, 
poisoncd the warcr wit h rotting vcgerat ion and de­ 
stroyed a river 's economy downstrearn. At Pôno Velho, 
in rhe starc of Rondônia. whusc lorr-st has bornc rhc 
brune of t he pas1 dt·tadt'\ omla11gl11 oi 1an< IH·1~ a nd 
seulers, a young man urgcd me to aueud the sture's 
Iirst ecologica I con f erence. "People have been saying 
we have hecn burning and k illing," he said. "This is ali 
not iruc." 

As I fle w west from Pôrto Velho I saw long fingers of 
pale green and hrown reaching inro t hc Ioresr, where 
chain saws, bulldozers anel Iirc have puvhcd pasture­ 
land north iuro t he woocls likc mangt•. 'Thcn, when I 
landed at rhe wesrern frontier city of Rio Bianca. in 
the srate of Acre, a str anger .u til<' airport <lipped a 
mimcogr.rphcd note int o my h.uul, Tlit·1 t' woul r] I)(' a 
muss that cvcning. thc note said. to c ounucuior.uc d1c 
six-mornh anniversar y of thc rnurder of Chico Mendes. 

T'hat night rhe Rio Branco carhedral was crowded. 
On whire paper in the nisle t wo wor ds wcrc spclled out 

Author Micltacl P~fit [ieto tltr Jame Cessna 
Cardinal to Brazil th at hr w,NÍ to crisscross 
this country for his book Chasing the Glory. 

in Brazil nuis: "Chico Vive." I t was indeed a cele­ 
brared murder. Francisco (Chico) Alves Mendes Filho 
was a rubber tapper, a seringueiro, one of anywhere 
hct wecn 70,000 anel 300,000 people-<lependíng on 
whu's e5tirnaci11g-all over rhe Arnazon who har vest 
larex from wild rubber rrees, During rhe past ten years 
hc h:«l Iirs: lr-d 1lie organiz.uion of rhe seringueiros of 
sout hrr 11 Á{ H' to ,ippo,c pra e I i< <·s o] dcht pconag,· 
imposcd by large landowners, T'hen. when Brazílian 
land-development policies, and roads financed in pan 
hy internacional banks, lcd to widesprcad cuu ing and 
hurning of lorevrs that ihe seringueiros used, he and 
others developed an effective systern of nonviolent pro­ 
test, called em pates. in which crowds of seringueiros 
would vudden ly show up where rncn wer e clearing rhe 
Ior est a nd persuade them to stop, 
The idca that the Arnazon forem already coruained 

a sy~tern of economics, and a residem popularion that 
wa~ cornmiltnl t o it~ vur viva l, wa~ \O app<·alin~ ICJ rtw 
euvironmcntal comrnunit y of rhc dcvelopcd narions­ 
that Mendes was invired to the United Srares to testify 
beíore Congress and international banks, He was estab­ 
líshing a worldwíde reputation as bot h a labor orga- 
11i1.e1 a11d an r-n vir onmc ntu l ist whcn, on Dcc crrrber 22, 
1988, he st eppcd out of his house and was shot down. 
Mendes anel his seringueiros had peacefully conlronred 
severa! ranchcrs and one of them, Darli Alves da Silva, 
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lVlw ran .1<W(' Braul's rain [orrst? 

Pi1 k up 11 uc k oí t he Amazou. thc moturi/t-d dugou l 

1 .uux: is a rnain mcans of ti ave] t hrough thc Iorcsi. 
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and liis 1 wo mm huvc Lccn um vir rcd o! rlie mur dcr: 
thq art' ;1pJH';tl111g t hc ver dict. 

"W« a rv r c111t·111lin111g a pcn(in who g;;1v(' his hody 
;111d hi~ gifr for uv," ilw pri<·\t said ol Cliic C1 Mcnde\ 
\ÍX fllOtltJi\ :lÍll'I Jij\ dr-at lr. ;111d Lili' cr owd of :10() ',ICJ<Jd 
and ~ang: "It is ihc t iruc of gracc! lt is rhe time of 
Iiher.uion!" The shirt and sandals Mendes had been 
w1·,uing whcn IH' wa\ k illr:d, and r he rowcl t har had 
bc·c·11 eh ap(·d o ver hi\ vhouldcrv, wcrr: lnouglir to r he 
.ilt ar . ( )11 .1 11111m·ogr.1plwd h.urdou t wit h :IH· hy111n5 
wcr« Mendes' wor ds: "I want Lo live to dcícnd rhe 
t\ 111a1011." T'hrough his dea Ih Chico Mendes' def cnsc 
oi 111(' f OI ('\I i)('( ;mw [ a mouv. Â IJ I] IC' ;1 ggr1·v,ion of 
dc·vdopc·t\ ,1g.1ímr t h« l orr-vt. ali t hc kar\ w« have <JÍ 
lo~ing t his grc<·n abunda nc c. wcr e Iocused IJy thc dearh 
u] ulH' 111:111. Chico Mc·nde~ had IH·( ome lhe rnanyr of 
1111' /\1JJa/OJl. 

By t hc time I reached Rio Branco, nine movie com­ 
pauics had madc olíers for t hc rights to Mendes' liíe 
,1ory. jo11111ali~!\ Ir om leadi11g p11l)líc arions and rele­ 
viviou IH'I WOJ k~ al 1 ()VCI I hc dcvdop<'d wor ld had 111,Hk 
pilgrimagc~ to Ac re '° uucrview Mendes' colleagues 
and su r vi vor ~- 

So to gt'I a c lc.u er vicw of what is happcning in 
1]1(' t\n1;u<111 l IIC'w norrhwesr. followíng thc iníamous 
highw;1y BR-'.Hi·I 10 wlu-re it u ic k lcd out irn o a (ar! 
11.11 k. Th« r oad l ookvd I í kc a 11 a rrow r hrough rhc 
lw:111 ui 1111· jt111gl(·: Br;11íl piam ro p1i~lr i1 chrough to 
l't·111. op(·ní11g Pac ifa por1~ for J\111.11.1,11 t radc. 1 rur ncd 
away frorn it , llcw north over unbrokcn [or est for an 
hour ;111d l.uulcd .u rnll' of lhe most isolutvd rowns in 
t li(· /\111.11ti11, E1 y l\!0111<·( onrado's lrornc: Eir11rwpé. in 
t hr st.uc o( Amn zonus. 

(;uilli!, lo tlr«: /ri11·.1/ /Jt·o/1!,· 111 a ju ng!« toion 

!1 w;t\ likc· going lwhi11d l'll('IJJY l n n-s. H.ío Br.1n«, is a 
1i1y ui 1111· r o.ut. a p:111 oi iht' f;uníli;n, limtling nct­ 
woi k ol \\'l'~lt'lli c ouuncrr.c. u11111n 1n! to tfw pulse of 
Riu ck .J.11JC0i10 a11d Siio l';r11lo. Eiri11wp<'· wa~ ;r íirngle 
IIJIVII, p.111 111 r]I(' .uu Í<'lll wd, oi w.ur-r .uul WO()(h. 

l Icr r. i11 rht· d11~1y liu k- dcarrn~ of Eirunepé, a nd in 
t he int.n t fure~l t luu rolls ,1way for hundrcds of rnilcs in 
any du cc r iou you look , 1 would Irarn whcrhcr t he 
JJl'' >plt- oi I l u: 101 l·q 1 (·;d 1 y h.id t l ic powcr to J< tomp!1sh 
wh.u we dcsir«. 
Thcr e wa~ no h1l'ad 111 Eir unepé. People ate turt le. 

fi\li, 111,11110( a ncl. wlu:n rlwy < ould :dlord ir. r icc and 
IH':111\. 011l <' 1 ~JH'lll ! li(' eyuiv;dc·r11 o! my wairers 
wcr-k ly salar y (aboui SI:..!) and bought a pizza, but 
1 ncver ( ou l d buy br cucl, Ery Monn-r onrado s.ud it 
wa~ IHT;111~c· 1 Jw li:11g(· 110111 Manam ltadn't c omr yel. 
Lino. who i\[0111t·co111,Hlo\ br ot he r chouglH wus .i 

Co1111rnm ist dr ug clcu ler , s.ucl bakcrs ol E1 runepé had 
sroppcd li.1J...ing hcc ausc rh« govcrnrncnt let chc price 



Childi cn of í 111 mor I u hbcr t :1 ppr1 ~ l' lay i 11 t ht· [)llOl 
sert iou of Eirn11t·pt'·. "l'he prmpt'l 1, lor work tht·n· ar e 

ol llour ri~e hut t hc pt ic c of bre:ul h:ul 110t inc reascd. 
Lino. who \lsed only his lirvt n.unc, couldu'r pml hÍ\ 

t houghrs on h is wall: diey were 100 c omplex. Mayl«: 
t h.u \ whv t lu- i\lo!Het ourados didn '1 appr ove ol him, 
l\laybe ir was t hat he lookvd l ike a hippic, wir h !11~ 
friny long huir anel hi3 tkl1ghted l')'<'\, or that lw 
rcp1 cscutcd 1 ;1d ic;,I Cat hol it t ht'nlog y in h i, wo: k wit h 
Indians in Ei1 unepé. 
Outside Lino's houve, whvr r wc olu-u talkcrl in t hc 

warrn evcuings. the .ur was laden wit h thc vmell o[ 
r ubbe-r Ir om til!' p1oc e,,i11g pl.uit llj> tl1t· 10:1d: it ,va, 
a11 id hui 1111\t,llgu. likt· a good 1·ldldhood divh 111.idt· oi 
Iruit anel bui nnl sug:u. As we ~rood in t hc moody 
stink of thc rown's eronomir base. Lino rernarked ob- 
1 iquclv a hou I lhe per spert ive oi' [l i!!,ht. 

"Ft om ihc jungk." he snid, "we he.u ;1 pla11t· .uul wc 
can': see ir: from a plane, you.look down anel you cnri't 
sec t he pcople. Neh?" 

'The JH'oplc ol t hv jungle hid« IH'11e;11h t lu-ir 1nag11ifi­ 
tl'tll tanopy: it is ea,y. llyi11g ovcr , llJ im;1gi111· t lu-rr- i, 
no onc rhcr c. Hut rhe A111a1on is a t it h e11vi101111H·nt 
for hurn.m heing~ a~ wcl l a~ for lll't'\: 11 lia~ hceu 
thoioughly popul:tH·d llll 111ilk1111i;1. A, 111any a~ ·I.H 
mil11011 l ndian-, muv hav« livt•d IIH'I(' hdtH(' l-:1110- 
peans brought mui derous di~ea,e~ a ud con llirt i11 t he 
171h cenrurv: when 1hey rhinued out , ihe ~ni11gut·i1m 
carne. They poured inro rhc /\ma1011 i11 t wo wavt-s, Iirvr 
during t he g1eat i ubbct boom of lhe late l Ut h anel 
early 20th ccnturjes. anel t hen again m World v\la1 II 
whcn rd ugees frurn Brazil's poven y-st r irken nort heast 
becarnc Soldiers oí. Rubber, ma rrhed int o rhe Iorest 

li111i1 crl, hut a, 0111· admini\iraror 5ar, "No one 
likc\ lo \t't' thl'ir childr en dyi11g slowly ín r lic Iorr-st." 

for t hc \akt· ol lhe Allics' rires and never {alll(' our. 
Soon af n-r I rc.u hed Eirunepé I went looking for rhe 

scri ngut·iro, u p t ht· Rio Eiru in a boat powercd by a 
unl'-t ylmdrr (·ngi11e as loud a~ a muc hinc gun. T'her e 1 
bq!,an lo lea ru I l 1a I t he people ol I hr f or cst are leaving it . 
TlH' rivcr , !e,~ t lia n !JO yards wide. was as t wisred as a 

vna kc i11 ;1 vrna!l lrox , \\/1' pmhed up,rrt·,nn. rurníng 
wit h it , .urd tllC' ,1111 ,w1mg b:H k and Ior rh ovr-rhr-ad a~ 
il all ou: global disturbanc cs had fi11ally rnade the 
pla nrt lur c h ofl its t ruc k . The lorest crowdecl rhe 
l iau kv. a, .ixwir l a11d a livr a, rh« river. Th<· clcan rr unks 
oi r I t·c·, , linilwd to higli. ,uli1a1 y , r ownv, ,111d 1·xplo­ 
sions ol vincs ~rnocl,ered ut hcr s. A crocodile snoozcd 
on a sa ndbank , whire buuer llies hauntíng its eyes. 
Snag, wiggled in t hc ( ur r eru. as ií sorncone were sig­ 
naling urgt·ntly írom lx-low. Ar ihe oursidc of cach 
bend was a írcsh c lif of red dirt ora turnbled rnass of 
new-Fal len trces, while at t hc inside of rhe bend rhe 
ll('W vi] t ]dr hy rhe movinj; r ivr-r wa, :dr<"ady growing 
s l u u bv. "lIu: r ivcr wa, a11 ag<·n1 o( ddore,ta1io11; ir (IJI 
ihrough t lu- woods lik e a bulldozer. tr imming rhe long­ 
hair ed la ndsc apc anel making roorn for new life. 

Ali lll(' way, ai Ílltnv;d, oi a 111JJ,, or 111or,·. wc· pa,,<·d 
housr-, un t IH· 1,a li k ,, ti II y .,/iac k \ 011 ,1 i lt, madc oi pa lm . 
t recs sp lit and ll.urened, and tha« IH'd wit h leaves, The 
hornestcadv wcre st ark: a le w banana tr ers. young 
manior planl~ and snawny c or n, d1í~ kerrs. pigs and 
ol cl du~m1t 1 ,111on ou ~1il1s, fílkd wirh e;nrh to grow 
herb~. 1;:ad1 hume wa~ 20 fee1 above us up 1he bank. 
but 1he high-wa1er r11arks on the walls were hígher 
than the stilrs: for pari of each year 1he people of the 



~. 
1 

1 
! 

A ser ingueiro's wilc and her grundchildi en wuit out 
rain in rheir flirnsy splii-palm hut ncar t he Rio Eiru. 

lorest are inundared by the Arnazon's annual lloods. 
At cach homc rhe windows wcrc Iull of solcmn 

, hihlrcu. \\'e wavcd: they scldoiu wavrd ba( k. Thq 
warched our boat come bellowing up t he river: they 
warchcd us go bcllowing away. They were like owls, 
with iheir big dark cyes and their hcads that tur ncd 
but did not acknowledgc us. Then wc rcachccl Mourão 
and I bcgan to understand the allliction that lay along 
rhe river like a fog. 

1 t was t hc sadncss oí cmli11g. Mou t ão was a srrmgal, 
owncd by Ery Monterour ado antl his ln othcrs. A 
seringai is a rubber holding, l.uul c laimed liy a srriu­ 
gali.sta. who is like a leudal lord: a rubbcr baron. I Ie 
allows ~<'rinp;11eirm to livc nnd harvcst rubbcr 011 his 
l.uu]. 'I'lu- ~t·1inµ,11ei1,1 pay~ hin: 11·11l, ~<'Ih hiru r uhhcr 
and buys supplics frum him. Thc systcm is olicn 
abused and seringueiros havc been hcld iu debt slav­ 
ny. arraugcd so that thc rubbcr sold never pays off thc 
cost oi supplics. 'Thut w.is rhr sysrcrn rluu Chico 
Mendes fought successlully in Acre, but nobody was 
fighting it here. No onc necded to; it was [alling apart. 

Oru c the vill.igc of Mourfío, at thc licnrt ol t he 
Mom cc oru adm sei ingal, h.ul rnot c t h.m a rhous.uu] 
residcnrs. Now 19 families lived t hcrc+just over a hun­ 
drcd peoplc, Six ycars bcíore, thcre were 12 soccer 
u-;urn hcrc. proviilcd wíth uniíoruiv hy t hc Monte· 
mm adm. Now rhc lcw t hildi cn ldt playt'd ln-siuc 
we.uhcrbearcn rows o[ houses, wiih bits of bark srulled 
in a plasnc bag. 

Mour ão's hotel was [alling down, Thc villagc st ill 
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had a discotht-que, wit h a lÍ rcular íloor polishcd hy 
ycar~ oí liardoot dancers. That níght I heard music 
and thou~ht l'd Imd li!c rhcr c ai last. But inside. in rhe 
n1riomly l.hu- líglit of a ~ingle e andlc, nnlv t wo young 
git ls aud t wu pait~ of c hildr cn vhutlled slowly ar ound 
in clurns y embr ace to thc rnusic oí a casseue recorder, 
It was ihc hrst ~ign oí allecrinn I had scen in rhe Ioresr, 
hut it w:i\ !01 lor n, lik1· r lu- <·mbrar:c o[ vur vivors in a 
t own dct irnatnl by w.u , 

Human 11!!,ltafu,,·.1 //1 IÍI<' [orrst 

Tl11· lotc'\I l ruwdnl .u ouud Mourão. Fr orn rlw l,r1~t11 
hc.u of 111orní11g 111 rhe vill,1gc's dcaring it lookcd 
impcncrruhly dark . But insidc i, was coo! and full 
oi \hí1111111·1 ing gn'l'11 light. Ci, ada~ whincd: l.irds 
wlii~l lnl. 1 walk(·d t licr « wit h a yo1rng wri11~uciro 
ruuuvd Francisco Scrgio Pinheiro, who was 22 and had 
t hrce c hildrcn. Thc trccs hc visiied had hcen used for a 
gem·i ai ion or more. Thcir bark was scarrcd in even, 
par allel lines. No onc had cut iniuals, hut rhis human 
signaiur e in thc íorest was deep: it was like seeing 
fool~t1·p, worn in the srone stairs oí a cathedral, ora 
111t·1 li<Hlit ai t l'< ord o] day, cut into prison walls. 

Wit h a kniíc bent Jíkc a can upcncr Scrgio vliccd a 
t hin, swilt gash ata slant in the bark ol cach trce. The 
white larcx drippcd out as íast and as rich as blood, 
and rali down ínto a rup. 
"Ríght 110w 1 a111 a wri1rgucíro," Scrgio vaid ~hyly. "I 

would likc to be sorncthing cise." 
The driver of my boat was with us in the íorest. He 

was a brash man wíth a loucl voice, probably induced 
by deuí ncss, When I asked Scrgio how he got his 
estrada, his trai! of tr ccs, rhe driver answered for him, 
sho11ti11g 1hrou~h rhe calm: "Thc patrão [boss] gavc it 
to him, Whcn hc ducvn't want to cut anymorc, he gívcs 
i1 li,11 k to t he palt,1o. I k <an havc ;inothcr c,crada í[ 
hc wants it. Thcre are many estradas now wíthoul 
~cnnl,!;llt1rns. Thcy don't havc thc pcoplc to cut them." 

Whyi' 
"T!H' ~e1ín~uci1m lc-J1 a lcw ycar\ ,1go." tht: driver 

said cryptícally. "They coul<ln't get supplics." gu! other 
pcoplc wcrc not so rctitcnt. "Thc lifc o[ a seringueiro," 
a forrner ~e1 i11g11t'iro told mC' oncc, "ts thc most suffocat· 
1ng lifc you can havc. Hc hglm anc.1 fighcs anc.l f1ghts 
and has nothing. His han<ls are full oI smoke." 

Cutting rubher has nevcr bccn good for anyonc 
l'Xll'JH tlic patr,1m. Evcn in thc d.iys of thc rubbcr 
boo111 seringueiros [ ought <líscasc, 1 nd1.im anti croco· 
díles [or months ai a time and then ended up in debt. 
It r('rnaím a dcsperate exístcncc. You go out on che 
l'~trad,t 1011g lidorc tlawn, your l>arc fect 1hufflíng 
among lcavn aml st1akcs, your way lightecl by a 
smudge of líght f rom a kcroscne headlamp called a 
parnnga. All day you cut trees and gathcr latex while 



bugs piei ce you and g.uhcr hlood, T'lu-n you come 
horne and must smoke or press the l.uex: you have 
made $3. If you work har d you can cut 1.100 pounds of 
ruhbcr during tlH' d1 y se.isou aud e.u 11 about 23 cent~ a 
pouncl. ln the wet scason. in some parts of the Aruazon, 
you can harvesi Braril nuts for se ver al hundrcd dollars 
more. or cut down orcasionnl t rees for sawmills. 

",\ wtinf!_llt"iln hus no l11t11H·." ,aid a Í•>IllH't 1:1pp<T 
whom I h.id met ,t·lling uinl,..i·h 011 a ~llt·et ,orrl!'t i11 
Rio Branco. "He only works to make others rich." The 
hard work is 1101 the only t roublc. i\ ~ed11guei10 livrs 
dt'l'J) in the fort'~l wit h liu le \lH ial lilv, no ~t hool« .uul 
no medical help for miles. "I u t owu t hei e ar « pcople to 
help you." one seringueiro told me. "011 t he seringal 
vou can only get help lroru God." 
Seringueiros are as rneek anti as strong as iheir for­ 

esr. and almost as quiet. "They know cvcrything about 
rhe jungle," F.ry Montcconrudo's brothcr Ecy told me 
oucc, "hut thcy don't k now how to u-ll you about ir." 
T'hcv didu't k now how to tl'll me nhout t heir pain, 
eirhcr. On another dav ou tlw Rio .Juni:'t I had tulkcd 
to a woman whose family movcci lr orn At.rc 16 years 
belorc. Hoth her husband nnd sou werc ~nin~uciw~. 

"It wus vct v hnd in Arr«." slH' h.ul ,aid simply, "Wc 
th~ught it wo~1ld be bencr here." 

Was it? 
"It is more or less t he sarne," shc had ~hrug;gcd. "Ir's 

just hard to live." 
A man who onrc aduiinisrcrcd Braz il'v r ub her prn­ 

grams put it more vividly: "No one," he sa id , "likes to 
sce their childrcn dyin)?; slowly iu the Inn-sr." 

Bdoie ~('lting hack i11 t he rhuruh-rous ho.u to lc·ave 

Mou1:10, I walkcd among t he houses. From near rhe 
disco came t he sol itary high voice o{ a child singing 
while ~he swung her baby sisrer in a harnrnock. "But 
now you hav« lcIt me, my love," she sang. over and 
ovcr, A young fi~herman, g<·ttíng ready to shoot dinner 
with bow and arrow in a nearby oxbow lake, used a 
word I would soon hear again: "This is a weírd place," 
lw ,aid. "l I i, a« abuslo," 

Tlt<· wor d dm·~ not rranvla«: dír(·uly ínto Engli,h, 
Roughly, ir means finished, complete, worn our, over. 
"We rali it rhe e xodus," said Raimundo Chagas da 

Silva, a r<'pt<'wntativ(' of an Amazon-wide organiza­ 
t ion oi ~t·ri11gali,1a~. I was hack ín Eirunepé, where 
therc was st ill no hread. The sun hlazed behind him 
through t he open door of his house iruo rhe dím 
k itchen: ali I could see of him was the flash of a whitc 
srnile in a long dark face, and rhe ílicker oí his long 
supple fingers. Flies crawled on thc lip oí his cofíee 
( up. A black-and-white cat límped past outside, Inside, 
tlw sun shuue along thc polished top of a hundred­ 
ycar-old labinet mude of Eiruncpé rnahogany. 

Chagas was a seringalista, He clairned 10,000 hectares 
upr ivcr, but now he owncd a hotel and a srnall saw­ 
mill and, lik« t hc Monrcconr ado hrothers, wanred 10 

sei l his land to t he govcrnm<·nt. 
"The seringais," he said in a slow, golden voice, "are 

piares of ahandonmenr." 
As if he werc spcaking a hymn, he rolled the reasons 

out í1110 t he warrn evening. T'here was more to rhe 
e x odus than just a har d liíe: seringueiros had been 
put1ing 11p wit h iluu [ora centmy. But now the price 
o{ ru hln-r wa, 100 low, thc cmt oi livíng too high, an<l 

, •.• 1 1 : r .... L:.:.l <,·L·' ! . l : t I .JJ LJ. L 1·· i '.1 tlL 
Eiru ncpó's vice rnayor . .José Alcimur Garcia. doev 
his best 10 provide .assjsrance and r eassurances to 

r eI ugcc\ 1 i kc t he lit rle girl a hove. hut resources 
are mcager. ''We rnust have agriculturc," he says. 
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the ha1d Iik of rnttill!,'; tuhhn was not jmtif1l'd by rhe 
rerui n. "And so t he nq~ativ<' rcsult has arrivcd." he 
snid, "ThC' pcoplc drriclc: if th<'y must sullr-r th<·y 
miglu a, wcll suflcr in rhe rity." "lhc smil« Ilashccl, t he 
s low voic c t ol lrvl, "Now it i, .u abado. l t walk s swif t ly 
towar d t he cnd." 

Brazil. which Chagas callcd t he rnorhcr count ry ol 
r uhhr-r, h,t, long 1ricd to ~uppnn i1, ,eri11g11Pirn~. not 
iml tu p1t>t<'ll rlu-ir induvtry, hut to kt·c·p llH·111 out 
t hcrr i n t lu- ;\ mazon mui pying t hc hor der la 1Hh. Bur 
r ubhcr i, grown so dhcil'ntly in plantat ion-, in Sourh­ 
cast Asia thar ir m.ikes wild r ubbcr unc orupcrit ivc. So 
thc gm-e111nwnt t a xcs impo: ts 10 suppoi t ,1t1 ar rilr­ 
t ially high pt in· f ut it, OWII pt odtH t. Dc,pil (' t l uu , 1 IH· 
prk e lias laggcd behind t he e ou ntry'~ wild infla 1 _iun. 
Alv». p<'t h;q>, la•c ausc· thl' gov('I nnu-nt 11.1~ r<'t t•ntly p11t 
11101!' ;111d nun v 1·111plta,i, ,111 01h1·1 way~ ui d1·vdopi11g 
rhc Amarou. suppolt for t he seringueiros' way of lilc 
has also ladcd. Cone is a regular radio prograrn that 

Holding a rnllclting rnp i11 his mouth, a ruhber tappcr 
nus g1oove to hlecd a lcw ouncr-s of l.ucx from trcc . 
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gav(' 1!1('111 t hc up-ro-dau: fHÍlc f1g1m·\ a nd an inspir a­ 
t ioual dr,1111a « allr-d Mcch etc, Paronga anrl Cou rage, 
Cone i, a ~y,1(·111 iu which rhc governmenc aucrnpted 
lo provid(· fo11d ai lowrr prircs. Goric are lwa1~ rhat 
(arri('(l drn lor~ a nd ck111í,1, dccp ínto thc íorc,t. Gonc 
rs an a mbit ious program designcd tu givc seringueiros 
minífauorie,, which r-nabled thcm to process their own 
r11l1lw1 ;u1d kt·<·p more o[ llw pr"fll. 

A nrw ,1d111i11i,1r;i1or, whorn I vi~11cd in Brasília, 
pro111i,cd 1h;i1 111a11y of !110,c prograrm wtll rctur n, and 
t h.u thc prir« wrll 1,e pumpi::cJ hac k up. ln Acre, with 
rhc !wlp of outvid« groups and Iicrce cncouragcmcnt 
l r oru \ r.s. ('IIVIJ OIHIH'lll a l i,1,, 11)(' uq~;rn 1,ar ion Chi, O 

Me11d<·, kd ha, IH.·t·11 ablc to ckvelop a ícw schools 
i11 lhe Io rcvt a nd revive sorne of t he miniíactorics. 
B111 rl1<·H·\ u not lw1 (1rnd:imr111.d ob,,,H Jc· 10 dre r evur- 
1t·1tio11 oi llil1l,(·r 1111Jw í or csr: Br;i,iJ\ r ubhcr indu\1ry 
is turníng to pluruat ions. 

At,cmpt\ 10 grow rubber in r ows in rhc Arnazon 
h.iv« 11,11,dly faii(·d lw«rn~1· ;1 lc-;IÍ l1lígh1 thar i, 1rnpCJ· 
l<'tlt a111011g is olut cd rrccs rum 1hruugh cr owds of them 
Iike Iirc, But t he blight needs hurnidit y and hcat, and 
no w the rubbcr industr y is planting its t r ces in drier, 
c ouh-r arca~ of Bra,il. 

/\t 01w p1,i111 cl111 í11g rr1y [Jígl1t~ ;irou11d tl1c· < 01J111ry I 
~pt•nt a d;1y ata Michclin Tire Corporation planration 
in It ubcr.i (p. liO), on t hc rna~I bct wccn Rio de Janeiro 
.111d lhl' ruoui h oi 111<· /\111a1011. Ir w.rv winn-r llll'T(' a rrd 
t hc lcuvcs !iad íu llr-n: bcauuíul gray íorc~I\ of rul.Ler 
m·c., t ovcrnl 5,.SOO hc< tare~ of rolling h il ls. A rnillion 
and a half n ccs ,lood in rows thcre. cach with its own 
liu lr- pLt,IH u1p a nd 11, < uvtodia! ruhher rapper. who 
wa,n't cvcn a wri11guciru; hc was lall<:d a sartgradore-: 
a 1,lcnll'r. M 1t hcl in cmploycd S50 hlecdcrs and 700 
,11ppo11 [H'opll' 10 prorluc c ahour 3.000 tom of rubher 
;1 y<·a1; i11 dw !or1·~1 1Jia1 IIHH h r ulrbt-r would rcquirc 
r ! te• w111 k of íi,000 w1 ingtH·iro~. M ic hr-lin gave cach 
\,ll1gr.ido1c .ihout i1:1 a 1110111b a nd a Irce horne wirh 
nmning w.u er and dC'ctrítity; rhcre was a 20-bed hos­ 
pital anda \CJ\ ial lilc· d1a1 «·111erc·d on lfJ vílla~e\. Liíe 
Wa\ l1<'lt1·1 1 l11·1t· th.111 i1 wav i11 t lu- lorcvr or i11 Eirunr-pé. 

Fo rf'.\ f ru (; lw r /no u1·.1 rn f ,, nu r 

Aít«: ~!'ei11g ali t his, 1 ~t1ll had onc hopc for thc 
ju11gle: surcly its r u hlrcr had ~omething sperial about 
it -a n u nromruun rcvil icnrc, a wild toughness=that 
wo11'd alway, 111.1k.1• i1 in dvma nd. gut 1liar, 100. was an 
illuviou. RulilH·J 1111 ÍJI tlie Ior cs: i~ of t cn umlamínatcd 
by bot h dcbri~ a11d 1írne. anel comes out dirty anel wcak 
compa1 cd wi th bríghc, gol clen, pia n I ar ion ru blicr. 

N<'w t JJhlH'I pl.1111a1Í1,m ar<· :q1prc,,1C hír1g nr,Hurity. 
L,1.~1 yt'ólt ·l'.I J!t'l e c·111 of Bra,ilian ruhlicr pro<luclíon 
wa~ from p!antatiom; by 1991 it wíll rí~c to 60 pcrccm. 
ln Br.i~ília I a,k.n! ll1e nation\ a<lministraror of rubbcr 
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il. as more plunnuions hl'gin to produc e ellicicm. c le.tn 
rubbcr, thcr e wíll bc less dernand for the wild Iatex. 

"It is inevitablc," hc said. 
Tlll' vrink uí 111hlH'r i11 1hc ;1i1 oi Ei11111qit· \t·1·111cd 

more nosralgic t ha n cver onc al1n110011 whcn I walkec] 
through ihc strecrs wiih t he vire mayor. Ili, n.une was 
Jost· Alrirnar Garcia. "Thcrc will ,0011 bc brcad." hc 
promived. \\'!' wnlkcd down a l1>11g. dcvo11t·d plank 
wallsway i1110 an arca cullcd Vila Car au, whct t' t iny 
hoUSC'S with glassless winclows srood on stilts in row aíu-r 
row. Thcsc wcrc t hr- lll';V homr-, of rh« ~t·1 in1,111eirm.' 

Premises to th e poor in Etru ncpé 

Ale irnar ofkrcd rruvsur ances 10 ali t he people we 
puvscd. Thing~ wou ld get bet ter. 1 Ir ~igned a I equi~i­ 
tion form soa destituie mot her could buy food. "Goto 
thc Bald ÜnC'," hc told her. Hc shownl me t hc alllic tcd 
with a strange pr ide: an old hlind wom.in who t r awled 

to him ao oss thc lloor. a mongoloid c lrild, ;1 hor : ihly 
distcndcd babv. Alrimar promisccl hrlp. "You will hc 
mayor next rime!" tht· hlind wo111a11 vhouu-d. 

"Five ve:1r, ago th1, dtll uot r x ivt ." ht· va id , pointi11g 
w 10w attn H>\\' oi ,h:H k,. "Fiv« )'t':ll\ :1go til<' popula• 
uon ol Eirunepi'.- wa, 8.000. Now W(' rhink il is :I0.000." 
All ihose pcoplc h.ul < orne out of ihc Ior cst. A man lcd 
an ox p;1~t us, f'<"opl(' wohhled liy 011 bit y< lcs, Lit r lc 
hovs 1:111 .uul g1i1111cd. \'oung giil, in \hori. tight drt'\\!'\ 
slippcd bv, vo childlikc• and ,1il1ry t h.u t he y r cmindecl 
me of wh.u a phvvic iau h:ul s.ud e.u l icr: fan1ilic, are so 
po<ll' lwn· tlun git 1\ ;11 e ,nld into prm1it111io11 nt t lu- agt' 
of 11. ,\1< i111a1 ,hook h.uul-, tight :111d lrl r , :111d ,<p1t·t·1<·d 
thl' ;11111, oi t hc wouu-n. \\'t· ,1oppt'd ;111d t:ilk('(l 10 
lamili:-v, "! c:mu· from lhe ,t·ringal Fo, de Tarau.« .i." 
,aid onc m.m. !1t1l'ing a llH':t)-\<'t ga1d(•t1. "l runu- lrorn 
'('t i11g.1I s.,nw i\l.n i.i." \:tid a \,·0111a11. · J'lic t hildt 1·11 i11 
hcr dooi w:1y vuulvd .uul wuvccl. 

"] have Iound it bcuvr l1t·1t•." ~aid a wom.m 1mm ih« 
,<'ring;il Foi ele- f11111pati. "Mv 1111\hand wnr k-, í or t lu: 
B:!ld One. \\\• hllliglu thi\ hou-«: 101 [:tliout $(i0) ;111d 
wc're worl..ing to put in windows." 

I ;1~1..cd :\lt im.u if ln- ,1T\ < 0111pktl' .tli:rndonnu·m of 
t lu: fn11·\t. 1 k linll,l!('tl. T\\'o wouun wulkr«] p:1,1 e ar­ 
' ~111g 1111; k1·t\ ,il w.uvt 011 t 11<·11 lw:uk '{l u-v ,n111l'd. 1 l<­ 
'l[ll<Tlt'll thl'ir :111m. "Yev." lu- \:Jitl. Bul rvrn il J>I Íl cs 
:md h.1rd\hip 1,·1 ing !'\TI v l:1\t ~t·1 i11gtl\'Í10 lllll oi t lu­ 
\\'lllHk rill' lolt'\I will 11\ll ill' ('lll[ll y. 

l >1w d:,y 1 wn l knl i111< • t l u- liou«: w ht·i 1· I .i 110 wor ki-d, 
iruo a room rhat npt·m·d out 1mm a 11a1 row ha ll like a 
chambcr in a tavt•. Sr-ven (H'opk l ookcd up lrorn wor k 
in nou-bouk-, ou t lu-u dt•\k\. Rrcl lint·, wrr « paitttl'd 
high ac r o\, l hvir l lin·I.. \, Tlll'y W<'t t· l ndia 11,. 
"The I ndia ns --.mel t hc sC'1 ingueiro~ do not have 

rhe sarne rrajcctor y. neh>" Lino said cheer lully. T'he 
Indians w.uched him. They were rncmbers of rhe 

Kuuuuuu i u ibc, whích oncc had lived at Eirunepé hut 
had rnoved deeper iruo rhe Iorest 130 years ago. when 
t hc Kuropeauv (ame. Thc house was r allcd C.1\a 
K:111:1111:11 i, l .i110 wa~ r,·:H híni; rlu-rn I'orr11g1H'"'· 
"Thc ~eringu('iros wcre disperse-d 1hrough rhc for­ 

est." Lino continued. "Now they are truly leaving rhe 
Iorcst for t he citics, The Indians are not disperscd. 
11eli? Tlwy a,,, i11 vocial gr oups, and rliey remi ro k('q> 
t hcir ~0< i.il ,pa<e away lr om t he ciries." 
The ncarcst Kanamari village was Três Unidos. 

aho111 20 air rriil1•,-a day\ rravr-l by dugo111 <anot'-ca~• 
of Vir u ll('jll·. l I was a gro11p oi 20 wood-a 11d-,pl it-palrn 
houses built on srilts near a stream at rhc north end ol 
t he airstrip on whic h I landed, Três Unidos was rarn­ 
shac k lc anel cli rt y-rttc.:'nt ly ;u quired pig~ h;1d ma de che 
ground a hlat k hog-but ÍI wa~ full of laughccr, Ir was 
the oppmite of Mourão; it 1hrived. 
The lndiam ai Trfs llnidm did nol cut ruhl,er. 

They had littlc rnrnrncrce wirh llw ouasíde world. 

Coagul.ued latex "bíscuírs" collecred in 1he forest 
are filled with impurítics that decrease their value. 
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Tapper's house is on st ilts to protect it during 
Irequcnt ílooding, when travei is only by canoc, 

They livcd on lish. game, wild Ir uit and small plaruu­ 
tions of munioc, sweei pouuocs and hanuuus, 'The 111e11 
clearcd ncw ficlds cvcry coupk of years and lhe woiucn 
farmed them. This communal lif e is so efh-crive t liut 
one suue agenry is tryi11g 10 pnrn.1dl' w1 illf!,ll<'Ítll\ lo 

. get togt'tlll'r in semicouuuunul grnups and p1artkt' 
small-scale agriculture. "Like the Indians," a state field 
workcr had said. 

Hui pcople wcrc tryi11g to d1a11ge IIH' l ndinns. 100. 
An interuarional missionary group cal led Ncw Ti ibes 
had built thc airstrip, wriu en down lhe languagc, 
translated parts of rhe Bihlc and providcd medical 
care. T'he urganization that Lino worked for, a Calho­ 
lic missiouary ~roup. taught Port ugucse lo the Kan­ 
amari and took individuais likc a you11g chicf to 
meerings with othcr tribes to make them aware of the 
contlicts ol rhc junglc, and to tC,H h ihcm how tu claim 
t hcir own pan of thc for esr. The l wo ruissionar y 
groups distrusted earh othcr but careci cnough about 
the lndians not to make opcn war, 

Pcrhaps as a result, rhe young c hicí lookcd mort­ 
preoct upicd wiih lile than orhers ol his chccrlu! tribe: 
he had been converted bf both sets of missionaries, 
and now gave evangelical religious services by the light 
of a paronga in rhc sruall woodcn srhool building. then 
ralkcd about lcarning Portuguese whilc prcserving his 
culture. "Wc want to dance our own dances," he said. 
But others want to dance wirh rhem, bccausc if rubber 
tan'1 ~av<' t ho fu1nt, mayht• t hc Iudiuus ra11. 

"At thr time that a spccics likc ruhbcr is rolling ovcr 
the edge and is no longer valuable in an extractive 
coruext." says Thomas Lovejoy, rhe Smithsoniari's As- 
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sisuuu Se( rctary for Externai /\Hair~. wlrn has bccn 
,und1JC1Ínf-\ rt·~<-.ir( h in the Amaz on for 23 years 
(SM I rn~oN1 AN, Apt d 1988), "t hcrc should be ot her 
rt·,011rc e·~ 111,11 t Olilí' on." 

"Rt·,t·:itt !w1,," w111t·~ l'lrílíp Fcarnvidr-, a nor cd 
Aru.izon st.ienttst , "are racing to hnd ways to make 
~av1ng th<:' fore~t cconornic ally advantageous." This in­ 
( li1dn study of I ndi.urv' usr: of medi< inul planrs, in rhe 
ltup(· oi J111díng ncw lurn (SMJ'J 11,0NJAN, Fchruary 
1 (JHq), .u u l oif H'I W,IY' 11 wy ll\(' t hr- [ ort·,1. 

Ont- of t hc rcsearc hcrs is \Villiarn Balée, who is 
~111dying t hrer- l ndia n rríb<·, 11C'ar lkli·rn. 1 talked lO 

lií111 d111 i11g 111y J;11t·r lliglll, a rou nd g,;11il. J k Iiad 
lound. a111011g ot hcr rlriug~. a powcr lul hlack dyc, lrut 
was ju\T as intcrested in thc way l ndians movcd 
rlno1iglr riH' fotc·~l over lhe ccruur ics, using it fully IJUl 
e lia11gír1g i1 g«•111ly, lik c ;i lirc·c·1(' 01 a r ivcr, and perhap~ 
contriburing to its diversit y, 

Baléc was uncomfortablc wirh turning Indian ways 
of Iií« inro commcrr c. "I could 1101 recommcnd the 
cncouragcrncnr o! cxport from groups whose ccono­ 
mies are completcly unintcgrarcd," he said, But what 
bothercd him more was the dernand (which covers our 
cxpccrarions of Iudiuus and seringueiros alike) rhat thc 
lorr-st must pay it s way in our world. "I don't think ít 
nccds to hc jmtihed hy ihe íact that it can producc," he 
~a id. "I ts cont i nucd exist cncc is justification cnough 
lot ir, e 1J111i111wd rx istenrr-." That bclicf doe~ nor kccp 
Balfr a 11d 01 lrer~ Jro111 c oru inuing thdr search. "U$íng 
ethical and moral arguments should not preclude using 
pract ic a I a ppr oachcs," Tom Lovejoy says. 

Ar Tr{·~ lJ11idm l íound onc use rhat would rnake 
ruil lion-, in Auu-rica. It was a planr about tcn Iect high, 
with leavcs like fingers. If you gave some oí this plant 
to rhe person you lovcd, said a Kanamari namcd 
Da'u111, t he love would bc rcrurned, 

A uialk 1/1 rnug h th e [orcst 

Uníortuuaruly, ir iurncd out 1ha1 rhc rrce w.is more 
uf ;1 11adi1io11 tfian a drug. so was u~clcss at horrw. gul 
chc forc~l lcd me on, as 1f ÍI wcre a woman and had 
given me 1hc tree. I walkcd through it with Da'um and 
hí~ 11eph<'w, wlw was 8. D,1'urn 5trodc swiftly among 
tlic llet:~. a .~lwrgun ovcr his shouldcr. hís broad (ect 
treading silently on soft, wet ground. Hc lcft tracks líke 
a bear's. Thc boy, confidcnl and aware. ran after him, 
1hcn c:1111c liack down thc traíl IO wait for me when I 
laggcJ behind. Birei~ whistlcd ínvisibly in the uccs. A 
family of tawny monkeys leaped through rhe canopy. 
The boy watrhcd. lis1cncd and ncvcr saída word. He 
wai1t·d lor JlH' l1y a log, 1Jwn ~< amJJC'rc·d ahead. 1 Ic lcft 
tracb likc a cul,~. 
"Thc life Jndiam lcad in the junglc is just likc an 

animal liíc," thc scringalista who claimcd Três Unidos 



had told me. He mearu it as criticism. "It would be hcst 
if thcy heranw more Ílll<'graled in mi il'ly so t hcy could 
c ontt ihute more." 

But rhc lorest is a sannuary oi not just biologicul 
divcrsit y hut hurnan divcrsi I y as wcll. 'The Kanarnari 
ate ncithcr poor nor rirh: thl'y simply livr. v\lha1 cures 
fnt tht• 1c~l oi m hidt• i11 th.u ~1'l'l!'I? li you 1111111·d thl' 
Kanamari to commercc it would vanish us swiltly as 
srnokc. The boy's essence was Irecdom, Whcrc would 
you pur rhat boy in Vila Caruu, and how would you 
calrulnte I hc loss? To me t luu souudcd more viuleut 
than hurning the trccs. lndians may, however, contr ib­ 
ute to the Ioresi's survival wirhout bei111,; cousurncd by 
commcrcc. As Lovrjuy poinrs 0111, "Lc,u ni11g how i ho 
íorcst cm have cronoruir uses i~ uot ~ynonymom wit h 
turning l ndi.ms themsclves i1110 capitalisls." 

And thc Kanamari necd pieces of our culturc justas 
11111rh as wc may IH't'd bits oi thl'i1s. 01w day a haby fel] 
uut of a ,tiltl'd lwml' ;111d l n uk1• hi, lqi;. TIH· pt·opll' 
1ame ar ounrl: Could I lly him tu t hc hospital? Alter 
ddivering thc child and his mothcr 10 Eirunepé I wcnt 
lo 5C'f' Lino, 

I le was in thc backyai d of Casu Kun.uuari. washing 
clothes in a pan. At first we talked ahout oue of thc 
major arhicvemcnts of the baule Chico Mendes fought: 
thc gl'nl'ral arccplancc of thc idca of cxt rurt ivc rc­ 
Sl'I vcs. whir h are 1 i ke pai ks wit h pcople i 11 rlu-m. Tlll'y 
are arcas set aside in the Iorest for pcople like serin­ 
gueiros to live in so tlwy can harvest thC' jungle\ tTIH'W· 

;1hk e top without frar oi cx pulviuu hy In e, Twrlv« 
cxmu tive reserves uic i11 plnrc o: pla1111ed. iru l11di11g 
9.700 hectares of Monteconrado land at Mourão. One 
reserve covers more than 2 million hectares. 
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K.111,1111:iri Indi.rn st udrnt 
wr itcs imr rucrors narne 
in Eirunq>t' ~e hool run by 
C.1rf1oli, rní,~irmarí<·~. Eflorr 
to ll':1d1 l 11díam Por t ugut:~e 
is bascd on a bclicí ít will 
h d p d tc· m p rot en ri i.çh 1 \ 
and ('( OIHilrlÍ( Ílllr'f('\I\ ·" 

dcvclopmcm c:nc reaches on 
thcír part uf thc raín Iorest. 

Thc propovcd reserves soundcd ambitíous. but 
wlH·11 t lu: prl'~id<·nt of rhc agcncy in (hari.çc uf dcvelop­ 
irq.; tliern d<·~c rihcd rlrciu te/me during anorher une oí 
my hops f rom pl,icc to placc í n Brazil. they lookcd like 
a smokcvc r ccn. "Tcll me," hc said alter the intcrview, 
"will yom arti1 lr hdp our 1wgotiations wirh rhc World 
l\a11k/' < )1 wt·1<· tl1t' rn<·rv,·~. lik« m;wy orhcr díor,, 10 
p1 esc: ve picccs of rhe world, just a rcarguard action 
uscd lo case ícars and pavc the way lor destruction 
clscwhcrr-c-smal l victorics in a general retreat? 

Li 110 wa s w.n y of thc reserves for anoihcr reasou. He 
was wor ricd I hat seringueiros and I ndians would be 
lurupt-d togcther in rhcm, "That will annihilate lhe 
I11dia11~ •.• IH' ~:1id. 

1 repeatcd to hi111 rhc words of hopc I had brought 
wi Ih me lo Eiru ncpc'· wccks bel ore. Thcy sccrncd like 
onc of Montcconrudo's wall rhoughrs to me now­ 
liat11·1<'d anrl 0111 of d,11<'. 1 vaid rhr-rn anyway: "The 
JH'opli- wh o liv« !10111 llt1• lo!<'\I wíll \ave• lhe íurcvt." 

Lino g1 i1111ed d1ct·1 l ull y, "S.1víng rhe Iorest i~ not 
rcal l y jus: a man cr of ~aving erhnic groups. neh>" he 
s.ud. "I: will IH· ;1 m.urcr of raising t he consciousncss of 
t hc wor!d. lf we clou'r chuugc our relationship with the 
cuvironrncnt. we won'i he able to save anything-the 
Ioi cst or anything clse. We'II cnd up dcstroying our­ 
sclvrv a11d 1111' vinhilit y of Iiír-." He grinncd. "Nch?" 

TI 11•11 1 wvut I o a pai I y a11d 111<·t I hc Ba ld Onc. 
"Hey, you liig íat turrlc!" someonc shoured through 

tire e l.utvr of liottk~ and laugh1n. Ar rhe cnd of a long 
tal>lc- a h1q~(' 111a11 louk,·d up. 11<· pn·1t:r1d<·d rag(:, I Ie 
~Japp<'d tire talile. 'J'Iu- houlcs jurnpcd. 1 Ie rolled hí~ 
vasr eyes and mas~agcJ hís lcft breast with huge fin· 
gcrs. Hc worc only bathing trunks. His enormous body 

------~~~~-~----- --- ---------- ----------- 



Eiruucpé conuuercial baron Manuel {thC' Bald 01w) 
Carvalho (on right) throws a party at his r.mch. 

·""'- Vaqutrro lasses stccr on Carvalho ranch, whcrc Iam! 
st ill shows ruim of Iorest cleared teu ycars bclorc. 
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dripped. Ili~ ua kcd ~Lalp shonc. 1 Ic poured a cup oí 
c.u h.n,a. ~pilled half of it on rhc rablc, drank it, dippcd 
a pi\'C 1• o] e .i~hl'w ír uit in ~.111, took a 1,Í!c and rhrr-w rhe 
rt-st 0111 01110 r hr: lawn. llí~ voice wa~ a de<·p i.;ar~k. 

"I ckk11d llH' lwc·~1!" hc shouu-d. "I ddrnd Í[! I only 
rui ÍI when my c au lc nccd gra~~." 

Hi~ name w.is Manuel Gomes Carvalho. but pcople 
c allr«! him Ma11tH·l "Ca r cc a" (llw Bald One). The 
pa11y wa\ ar tlw Bald Une\ [azrnda. írve rni!c~ Ir orn 
Frn111q,í·. l lc·'d lií1 l'd t ln- Eíriuu·p{· liu~ .md a n>11pl<­ 
of dur11p truc ks lo haul half t he population oí rown out 
1 hc hu 111 py r cd roa d. On rhe lawn quadrilha da ncers 
t·111t·1tai1lt'd t lu: c r owd. Bd1iml 1Ju· op<'n builcling~ a 
row of yu1rng gír 1~ i11 righr drn,t·5 waiicd lor anorhcr 
dump t ruck , More hou les of e,ad1ac,a and Brahma bccr 
e a111(' ouc of t lw ( oolcr. Thr-rr- was breacl on t hc rahlc. 

'J'lil' B,1ld 011<· h.rd ,1J11Jtlwr drink. R11lihn was llw 
pa~l in Einmcpé. I Ic was t hc Iuture. 

TlH' Bald Oric had the higg<~5t ranch in rhe arca, 
~.'.lOO lH'ad of cau le anda group of srorcs in Erruncpé 
r hat ovcrílowed wit h merchand isc. H is bargc had come 
in. He had come to Eiruucpé 25 ycars bcfore to export 
jaguar [urs. \Vhcn rhar was ourlawed he turncd to 
good~ und t at1k. Evcry1h~11g ahoul hirn was audacious, 
i r om Ili(' c·xp:tll\C' of hi~ l,dly ro 1hc way hi~ pa~turc~ 
puslu-d h.u.k lhe trccs, Froru i hc aír t hc ranch lookcd 
likc a picce of Texas, wirh stock porids and corrals. 

011 r lu: ground his opcr.u ion had rhc vigor of Texas, 
100. 1 li.id wa1du·d hi, uaquirro wcar ouc two horsev 
anel onc shirt roping 50 hcad of srcer for a Luycr. I'd 
lwat d hi~ l orr-m.m l,0;1~1 abo111 t l«: Iccundit y of his 
rum li h.uulv. l'oi11ting out an IH-year-old wifc with 
l-ycar-old t winv, hc saíd "Here we don't lese any lime. 
AI! t his wor k, and ali ihcse childrcn, too." 

lt is 1101 ,urpn~i11g t h.n r.rnc hcrs continue to destroy 
Iorcs: whercver t hcy can in spitc of evidcnce that many 
A 111;11on soih do11 't vu ppo11 gra,~ for long. gr;uíl's 
l;JIIC J1t'l\ C:lllY r l u- 11101,Jl \e yifw <>Í 111,HJÍÍ(-,r dnlÍny. 
Oru.c t ha: c11e1gy l>clongc<l to t hc Soldicrs of Rubber 
and thcir patrãos. Now thc parrãos live ín dimly lit 
ruoms ;1111ong tlwír t houglus of rhe past and wair for 
barge, 1h.11 do11'1 c omc. T'h« monu nt u m is ín caule. ln 
Braz il, wher« l.md-pr otecuon rcgulations and eníorce­ 
mcnt olliccrs olicn fali off t he truck het wcen Brasília 
;111d t h« f 01 cst, mornrru um is more imporia nt I han law. 
Rcct·1H ,iudíe~ hav(' shown 1l1a1 rain íorcvt is íar mure 
valuablc inuu.t tha n bur ncd. lJUc iha: docvn't maucr to 
morm-ntum. ln t lu- Uniud Sr.ur-s in 1875 ir woul d also 
havr IH·c·11 11101 e• logíc ,il 1·c OJH1mic ally lo li ave kq,1 rhe 
tow~ .uul t h« alfalfa i11 Counccricur. and ranc hcd bison 
on tire plains. 
Thcrc was somerhing familiar about rhe Bald Onc: 

" 



Wlw rau srwr Bratil's rain furcJl? 

li 
! 
1 

1 

• 

Kan.uuari I ndians, like this 111,m f rom vi li age ol Ti ês 
Unidos, k uow rhc uses anel vulues of íorcst plaurs. 
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lii~ ronlid('11<:e, hí~ arrogancc, his dcterrnination, his 
cxubcranc c, his .rwar cncvs of profit. ln rhc clean, crisp, 
dl1lit·11t ofl1rc in whir.h I Iound hirn a Iew days later, 
vur: ou1Hkd 1,y fil íng < a hi nct~ and I yp!'writcr$, whcrc 
thcr c wa~ 1101 a ;i11gle picce o[ philmuphy on thc walls, 
hc had turncd inro a businessman. Thc vencer of 
rcavona hleucss wa; drawn across lum the way a modest 
1,;ray vhir: w:1, rlr awn a, rm, hi\ belly, "I have 128,000 
lic, 1:un," hc ;aid. "II I c lcu r ::!,000 or 8,0U{J, it rnakcs 
no dífkt \'IH e." 1 H'l ()g11í1nl luv príorHic;. I Ie rcrnindcd 
me of home. Of all t lic people I had mel rhcre in thc 
Íon·,1. hc was lhe 1110,t Arner ic an. 
TJ1i, w:1; 1101 ,·11< om.1ging, 'Thc last time 1 visitcd 

Montvc oru ado ar lti~ prcc ar ious window, l noticcd a 
~ign on thc cciling that didn't Íl! the doggcd optirnism 
oi thc rr-st. "Whoevcr i11uea~n his knowlcdgc," it said, 
"i nr rea\c·~ lti~ \;1d11e~,." 

Maybc that's rhe way I should have Ielt, leaving the 
Iorcst with my new knowlcdge: our heroes the serin­ 
gul'Írm arcn't going ro suvc thc Arnazon--rhey nccd 
hclp ju~t Lo savc themselvcs. T'hc Judiam can't sct rhe 
Ioresi 's value with commcrcc=they'd disappear. And if 
W(' look l10nn1ly in t hc mirror wc sec rhe Bald One. 

B111 lht·tc wa, a /ru,g,'m,in Trê·~ 1Jnido~. a cold wínd 
l rurn 1lie ~0111h. 11 fdr as íf rhc planet had changed Ílb 
~wcaty mood. It wus rcírcshing. exciting, strong. There 
was reasou for hope. The international banks have 
IH't'tl n'!'xa111íni11g thcir polídcs, Br.11.íl has suspcndcd 
sorne of I hc inccnt] vcs I hut cncouragcd clcaring oí land 
for r.mchcs. And 1his ycar thcrc Í) a pause ín the 
llllrning of t he /\1na1u11. T'he sarcllirc count of fires is 
far lower ihan ín t hc past. T'hc srnoke tha1 closed 
aí1 port~ last ycar is ihinncr. h is as i( Brazil Í5 waiting. 
For wh,11? 

"\'Vha1 5:ttrifitc~ ai e Amcr irans rnaking in their daíly 
livcs 1 o '>:tV<' t hc A 111a1on:" asked an en vironrnentalíst 
i11 Hra~ília. To Amcr i: ans dw Luc of rhc planei is ticd 
to thc Ama/on: to Br:11iliam rhe Iate of the Amazon Í5 
t icd to smokesuu ks in t he Non h=the lJníted Srates 
;il1111\' pwd111 t·, ~() pn, (·111 oi clw wor lrl'v < ar hon diox­ 
ide· inrr <'a<,c·. M :1yl H' B I a,í I í, w:IÍI i 11g 10 ~1·,· íf dw pow• 
er íul nut ious oi rhe wor l d wíll thange ihc momcruurn 
and makc· thc choice: whether t he wholc planct, ex­ 
t rut t ive reserve t hat li Í<,, i, wnrt h dcícndmg for it, own 
sakc or only uut il the caule nccd thc gra~~. 

I lcí: Euuncpé. T'hc cool bre.uh of rhe friagem 
Iiíu-d lhe plane swilrly, anel t hc grandcur and beauty 
of i h« Arn.ivon <,t1c1c licd lo an infirut« horizon, l t is no 
lougn wholc, hut for t hc ruomcnt ir's ~tíll iherc, likc 
t hc rcst of t hc planet Earrh. 

Sawmill woi kcr stands atop logs awaiting shiprnent 
overscas, whrre dcmand drives Arnazon developrncnt. 


