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INSTITUTO ~ SOCIOAMBIENTAL

Mensagem 1 (130 linhas)
From cdp!glenirn Wed Jun 7 12:37:29 1995 data / /
Date: Tue, 6 Jun 1995 13:31:37 0700 lcod. @20 Q0@ 29
From: Glen Switkes <glenirn@igc.apc.erg> ) 1 -
To: amnestyis@gn.apc.org, bicusaBigc.apc.org, ddap@igc.apc.ord,
earthfirsteigc.apc.org, earthisland@igc.apc.ord,

foeintiss@gn.apc.oryg,

. gaiabog@gn.apc.org, hrwatchdc@ige.apc.org, iatpeigec.apc.oryg,
irn@igc.apec.org, jbarnes@ige.apc.ory, Jjygershman@ige.apc.ord,
julietteirn@igec.apc.org, newaconomics@gn.apc.org, ngowgégn.apc.ord,
nrdcint@ige.apc.org, panoslondon@gn.apc.org, patrickirn@ige.apc.org,
ssrobinson@ige.apc.oryg, trianas@igc.apc.org

Subject: Urgent: Black Amazon Community

Cc: ax!amalia, ax!clara, ax!pacs, ax!sejup, ax!socioamb, foeint@xsd4all.nl,
foespain@nodoS0.gn.apc.org, foesweden@nn.apc.org, '
grinberg@wamani.org.ar, info.entwicklung@linkatu.comlink.apc.org,
iserageldin@worldbank.org, redessur@chasque.apc.org, vhp@antenna.nl

REQUEST FOR URGENT LETTER WRITIHG! !

TRADY TIOMAL BLACK AFMZON COMMUMITY FIGHTS FOR RECOGHITION OF LAND RIGHTS

The community of Boa Yista, Para, iz a "quilombo," comprised of descendants
of escaped slaves who live along the Trombetas River in the northern Amazon

reglon of Brazil. They now are cluse tu achisving legalization of their
traditional land rights. If successful, Boa Vista would be the first

cemmunity achieving such recognition since the legal opportunity was

prasanted in the new Brazilisan constitubion.

This reguest is being made un behalf o ARGMO, the Assoclation of
Communitiss Descended fTrom Quiloimbous 1o Oriximing Municipality, which
represents 21 gquilombo comnunibies, with a total population of §,500 people
along the Trombelas, Cumins, Erepecuru and @dcapu rivers.

Fearly - 200 yeatrs ago, Lhelr ancesbors lasd from cattleg ranches and cacdo
plantations in the Anagzon and climbed the Trombetas River. They went further
and further into Lhe dmazoi, until Lhey sellled in areas whlcech, alt that
CLime, were 4% davs by boal Trom the nedrest settlements.

The legal demarcation of the direa is cunsideired urgent, given preéssures un
the community from a multinstional mining upersation, Mineracso Rio do Horte
(Alova, Revnolds, MNMorsk Hydro), nesiby.

Despite the presence of aluminun processing facilities in Porto Trombetas,
Bua Vista has no electricity.

Mow, plans are being carried out for constiructlion of a hydroelectric dam on
the Trombetss River, Bos Yistas haw already logt many of its
afroamazoniancultural traditions, but the demarcation would be an important
orecedent Tor dozens of other guilombus throughout Brazil. & camnpalgn is
now underway to achieve these demarcations in observation of the thres
hundradth anniversary of Zumbi de Palmsrss, who led slave uprisings in
colonial Brazil.
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The, legal process ig now belTwre the Institute for Colunization and agrarian
Reform (IMCRA), which is cunsidering Boa Yista's petition for demarcation of
a 798 hectare area for 100 Tamilies. -

Please writen

CPrasidente Fernando Henrigue Cardoso
Palacio da Planalto

" 70.159970 Brasilia DF, Bra<il

: Faxs +5LE1Z226TEGE

L and

Brazilio de aArauijo MNeto

Presidente do INCRA

SBMPalacio do Desenvolwvimento

70,057 Brasilia OF, Brazil

Fax: +55612263855% =

i Please send a copy tu:

i ARAMA

7 Qaixa Postal 52

3 68,270 Oriximina, PA, Brazil

SAMPLE LETTER:

Cear Sirs

We are writing in support of the petition of the guilombo community of Boa
Viatagjpara for Litle to thelr traditional lands on the Trombetas River.

F. C We understand that such tibtling would be in agregment with aArticle o8 of the
o Brazilian Constitution, and could guarantes the survival of this community-’
s " and dozens of other gullainbos Chrouwghout Bragil. .

These communities serve as models for sustainable use of nalural resources. '
The demarcation of their lands would help demonsliate the Bracilian
Cgovernment’s commitment to equal rights Tor anilnorities and Lo sustainable
development in the Amazon reglon. '

Respectfully yours,
For more information:
Flease contact:

Lucia andrade, Comisszac Prolndio de Sao Pauluw
Lel/Tax: +EEL1LS641180
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: Glenn Switkes,
1 41524%41 46

fax: 4152430661 |
email: glenirnBige.apc.oiry

Internationsl Rivers Metwork, San Francisco




